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Every year it seems like the Graduation issue of The Bulldog Barker sneaks up on me.  Before I know it, I find myself having to say goodbye 
to a group of seniors who have become more like family than students, and this year is no different.   

A few years ago I read a quote that said, “Family isn’t always blood.  It’s the people in your life who want you in theirs; the ones who accept 
you for who you are.  The ones who would do anything to see you smile and who love you no matter what.” I feel like this description of “family,” is 
what our class becomes each and every year.  

And so, it is always bittersweet to try to tell my “family” goodbye.  Seniors, thank you for a wonderful two years.  Before you leave, I’d like to 
say one final goodbye to each of you.

Trey Scott-  Mr. Barker President, I can think of no one else that holds this title better than you.  I remember the first time one of the 
“boys” coined you with that phrase and I thought to myself, “yep- that fits.”  Thank you for serving as Co-Editor in Chief/President this year.  I 
knew I never had anything to worry about with you helping to lead the staff.  Your articles were well written and always delivered on time, and that 
makes my job so much easier!  I also wanted to take a minute to tell you how impressed I am by your work ethic and determination.  Your senior 
year definitely threw you some challenges with your torn ACL, but you never let that stop you from achieving your goals.  Watching you successfully 
compete in your wrestling season and qualify for State with an injury like that proves what the rest of us already knew:  you are a warrior!  There is 
no doubt in my mind that you will achieve all of your future goals.  Trey, I wish you the very best.  The University of Arkansas is lucky to have you!

Noah Mason-  It is hard to believe you are a senior!  I remember meeting you for the first time as a little boy at the YMCA.  It seems like 
the past fifteen years, or so, have flown by!  Over the years I have enjoyed watching you grow into the kind and mature young man you are today.  
Noah, thank you for leading the Barker staff as Co-Editor in Chief.  I always knew I could count on Trey and you to make sure every assignment was 
covered, even if that meant one of you would have to write more than one article.  More importantly, thank you for your leadership in FCA for the 
past four years.  I have watched you thrive in your position as a student leader; pouring your heart and soul into each and every lesson. I am not at all 
surprised with your decision to attend Lee University and major in Discipleship Ministry.  I believe you have been called for such a time as this– to 
spread the message of Jesus to all who are willing to listen.  Noah, I am so excited for your future and honored to have been your teacher!

Dylan Thornbrough-  Mr. Sports Editor, thank you for your dedication to the Barker staff these past two years.  I have thoroughly enjoyed 
having you in class and I will miss your bright personality once you graduate.  Who will make me and the rest of the class laugh??  I must admit, I 
will miss the “noise” and enthusiasm you bring to the room each and every day.  Dylan, thank you for showing kindness towards your classmates and 
me even on days when things weren’t going your way. The past few weeks you have shown your peers what maturity, humility, and grace look like, 
and I respect that.  I also appreciate the commitment and leadership you brought to FCA over the past four years.  I know there were times that your 
teammates showed up to our weekly meetings because you invited them, and then they just kept coming! You will never fully know what that simple 
invitation could have meant for someone, but I have no doubt that it will have eternal effects.  I wish you lots of luck as you start your baseball career 
at Three Rivers. Please keep in touch! 

Carson Beaird- “Beawd!” I will never again be able to hear your last name without imagining the funny accent your classmates put with 
it!  I am so glad you signed up for the Barker staff and made it your home for the past two years.  Thank you for organizing our newspaper deliveries 
and keeping your buddies in check.  You were a great Distribution Manager.  Thank you for also reaching all of the things that your classmates, or 
I, couldn’t. It helps to have a tall friend. I will miss seeing your smiling face in FCA every week.  I think you might win the prize out of your friends 
for attending the most meetings.  As you begin this next chapter in your life, I wish you the very best.  Have fun playing golf for Mineral Area 
Community College and chasing your dreams.

Tristen Brotherton-  Welcome to the Barker family!  I hope our class wasn’t too crazy for you, and ended up being everything you thought 
it would be.  I have enjoyed getting to know you and will miss your quiet spirit.  You have always been polite, respectful, and the perfect gentleman. 
Thank you for always being the first person to volunteer for whatever I needed done, whether it was moving boxes, picking up the Barkers, or 
making countless trips back and forth to the journalism room as we packed up the classroom for the move to the new building.  You are a hard 
worker and a team player.  I am also glad I got to know you through FCA!  I hope you take some of the lessons you learned with you wherever 
you go.  Please know you will always be welcome to come back and visit.  Good luck as you continue your education at Mineral Area Community 
College.

To the juniors:  Blair, Lilly, Morgan, Allie, Trevor, Harrison, Belinda, and Kirsten-  thank you for hanging with me and making your first 
year on staff the very best it could be.  The seniors are leaving The Barker in good hands!  I have truly enjoyed working with each one of you and 
look forward to writing more award winning articles next year. 
 Finally, Barker family, thank you for letting me be your “school Momma.”  You are a special group of students and have left your mark on 
my heart. I’ll be here if you ever need me.

Love, Mrs. Hodgkiss

FarewellFarewell
Barker Barker 
SeniorsSeniors Trey Scott, Noah Mason, Carson Beaird, Mrs. Hodgkiss, 

Tristen Brotherton and Dylan Thornbrough pose for one last picture together.
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 After the countless number of Barker stories I have written, I figured they would get easier after getting some 
stories under my belt. Writing this last story has really put into perspective how fast time has flown when I take a couple 
steps back and look at the last two, three, even four years. 
 I have memories that I remember like they were yesterday, all the way from freshman year. I cannot get anywhere 
close to explaining the feelings that come everyday as I get closer to ending this chapter in my life; however, I will try 
my best to give you an understanding of the feelings while I sit here procrastinating on letting my emotions flow to the 
paper. 
 As we race towards graduation, I feel the days crawl by with the weeks flying by. When we jump for joy as we 
start our next phase in life, we go home wondering what the future holds for us. 
 Nothing I have ever done has been as impactful as high school, so it is hard to just accept the fact that in a couple 
of days I will be walking across the stage and solidifying my departure from Sikeston Senior High School. Everyone 
dreams of their senior year, but I always just lived day by day. I was at the high school most days out of the year, even 
over the summer, for the last four years of my life. Of course it had its ups and downs, but that is life. I am so grateful for 
the time and the experiences that SHS has given me and I honestly do not know what I am going to do without having 
my time filled up with running around campus to practices, to meetings, or to classes. 
Going into a new world is a challenge no one knows if they are quite ready for. We can prepare all we want, but nothing 

is for certain until we are out in the world. Experience is the best way to learn so embracing the opportunities I have worked so hard for these last four years is 
going to have to be what gets me through to this next chapter. 
 With life moving fast and it throwing all sorts of uncertainties at us, there is no time for negativity and being ungrateful. The things we do each day, the 
people we see, the opportunities we get seem to be flying under the radar. I would like to thank everyone and everything that has made me who I am today and 
that has gotten me to where I want to be. 
 First and foremost, I would like to thank my family. I love my family and I am extremely lucky to have them be a part of my life. They support me 
through everything no matter how big or small and they have no idea how much I appreciate the holiday Sunday dinners. I’d especially like to thank my parents 
who have been there for me every step of the way. I can count on one hand the amount of games, matches, performances, assemblies, meets, and banquets that 
they have missed over the course of my high school career. There was not an event where I was not anxiously waiting to see their faces walk through the doors so 
I could try my hardest to make them proud. Everything I did and accomplished was truly for you guys and thank you for making me into the man I am today, I 
could not have done it without you.
 Next I would like to thank my teachers and coaches. I might have come into high school 5’ 2” weighing 95lbs, but the coaches believed in me as much 
as the next guy. Not a day goes by where I do not think about my athletic career and how much it has shaped me into the person I am happy to be. I love all my 
coaches and my biggest goal was to leave being remembered and I hope I have accomplished that. My teachers throughout the years have watched me grow not 
only physically, but mentally, too. I am by no means the smartest person at SHS, but I can guarantee you that I am going to try to be. My teachers have pushed 
me in directions to be successful, they taught me lessons about life while teaching me lessons from a book and for that I cannot thank you enough. 
 Lastly, I’d like to thank my friends. I am hard on myself a lot of the time and just keep my head down and push through the struggles and the days at 
school, so getting outside of the classroom and getting to go into relaxed mode is very nice and my friends are there with me for that any day of the week. 
              High school has been one of the best experiences of my life and I am thankful for every moment of it. Thank you again to Mrs. Hodgkiss for allowing us 
to write these Barkers. I am happy to move on to bigger and better things, but Sikeston Senior High School will always hold a special place in my heart. Thank 
you SHS.

Trey Scott: Co-Editor in Chief 

Noah Mason: Co-Editor in Chief 
This is how every “goodbye” starts, but….I never thought this day would actually be here. When people say 

time flies…it really does. The past four years of high school have had their ups and downs; however, I would not trade a 
moment of it. I am beyond blessed and thankful to have been at such a special place. I have learned so much and met so 
many amazing people.

To the boys, I just want to thank y’all for making high school and life a blast. Thank you for keeping my head 
on straight when I need it. I cannot wait to see what our futures have in store. It is sad to think that our final months 
with each other are here. I will miss the late night car rides, weekend monopoly games, and Saturday night football 
games. I do not know where I would be or who I would be without you boys. Thank you for everything.

To my mom and family, you have been my rock. You have been everything for me. I cannot say thank you 
enough. I am who I am because of you. You guys have met me with grace and unconditional love every step of the way. 
Thank you for showing what it truly means to be a follower of Jesus. You have had tough conversations with me. I will 
miss those deep conversations we have. You have allowed me to fail, so I can learn from the mistakes. I cannot say thank 
you enough for how you have provided for me. I hope that I am a quarter of the parent you are. I love y’all.

To Coach Dement, thank you for being so welcoming and patient with me. When I played soccer for the first 
time in my life sophomore year, I had no idea what to expect. The past three years of soccer were more than I could 

ever expect. I not only learned how to play soccer, but I learned what it means to be a leader, good friend, and most 
importantly how to be bolder in my faith. Soccer was so much more than a sport to me. You taught me so much and set a great example of how a man should 
live. I cannot say thank you for all that you have done for me. I am so excited that my sister is now getting to experience the blessing of being coached by you.

To Mrs. Hodgkiss, thank you for always being so graceful when it came to being late on having a Barker article completed. Thank you for bringing 
snacks and always making sure I am taken care of. I cannot say thank you enough for helping me live out my faith. You have always supported me and helped 
me be bold whether it came to giving an FCA lesson, or just walking in the halls.

To Josh Mills, you have poured into me so much. Thank you for waking up at 5am once a week, or staying up ‘till midnight to help me and our group 
of guys. You and Doug have sacrificed a lot of your sleep and time to ensure that I am successful past these four years. I am forever in debt to you and I just 
hope I can take what you have given me and pour into someone as you have with me. If I could impact someone a fraction of the amount you have impacted 
me I would be happy. Thank you for opening your home and always making yourself available.

As I close, I just want to say thank you to my classmates. It has been amazing growing up with you all. I cannot wait to see what we all accomplish. 
We will change the world we live in. Before we know it, we will all be back here for our ten year reunion. Until next time, thank you, dream big, and much 
love….Noah Mason out.
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When I first got to high school I was told that the four years would fly by. At the time, I did not believe it and thought 
that I had forever ‘till I graduated. Well, I only have a day of high school left and let me tell you, high school flew by 
faster than the Millennium Falcon in A New Hope. Though it has flown by, I have still made so many memories and 
created many relationships that I will never forget. I would like to start off by saying thank you to everyone that has 
helped me throughout my high school years. 
 To my mom, thank you for always being there for me and helping me whenever I needed it. Thank you for 
guiding me through these four years. I have no idea where I would be without you. Thank you for not getting too mad 
at me after I showed you my grades. Thank you for supporting me in anything that I did. 
 To Mrs. Hodgkiss, thank you for being the best Barker mom that anyone could be. Thank you for not getting 
too mad at me when I would turn in my stories late every time. Thank you for the occasional snacks that you made. 
You make some of the best brownies that I have ever had. Thank you for always being there for me and helping me 
whenever I needed it. I will never forget about being on the Barker staff. 
 To the boys, thank you for making my high school experience more fun than I could ever imagine. I don’t know 
what I would have done without you guys for these four years. Thank you for helping me in times where I needed it. 
Thank you for always making me laugh no matter what. I am truly going to miss seeing you guys every day. To anyone 

that is in a lower grade than me, thank you for everything you have done to make these last few years the best of my life. I will never forget you guys. 
 To Sikeston Soccer, Football, partially Basketball, and Baseball, thank you for giving me the opportunity to be able to do what I love with a great group 
of people. I have learned so much from Sikeston sports that will stick with me throughout the rest of my life. Thank you for all of the memories that you gave me. 
 To all of my coaches, thank you for being the best leaders you could possibly be and guiding me to help me become the player that I was. Although I 
can admit, I was hard to coach sometimes, but you guys still stuck with me and gave me another chance. You brought me in and showed me what it looks like for 
a coach to truly love and care about his players. Thank you for everything you have done for me up to this point and I will never forget the impact you all made 
on my life. 
 To all of my teachers, thank you for being patient with me when I never did my work or turn in on time. Thank you for taking me in and showing me 
what the high school experience is supposed to be about. Thank you for sacrificing your time to make sure that me and my fellow classmates were succeeding. I 
will never forget how much each and everyone of you cared about your students. Thank you. 
 Last but not least, thank you to Sikeston High School. I would not have been able to become the person I am today without this school. This school has 
taught me a lot about myself and how I can grow each and every day. From the day that I stepped foot on campus as a nervous little freshman I knew that these 
four years would be some of the best years of my life. This school gave me relationships and memories that will last a lifetime. 
 My high school experience has been way better than I could have ever imagined. One thing that I can take away from my high school experience is to 
never take anything for granted. As Andy says in the office “I wish there was a way to know you were in the good old days before you actually left them.” This 
quote hits way harder now that I am living through the good old days of high school and they are almost over. These four years have been a huge blessing in my 
life and I will never forget them. With that being said, my name is Dylan Thornbrough and I am officially signing off. 

Dylan Thornbrough: Sports Editor

Carson Beaird: Distribution Manager

 There isn’t really a way to start this editorial that doesn’t sound cliche and overused. I wrote, erased, and 
rewrote my opening paragraph countless times, trying to find the right things to say. There isn’t really a good way to 
sum up everything that has happened in the last four years, much less everything that’s happened in this town for the 
last eighteen, but I’ll try as best I possibly can.
 Who knew the past four years would fly faster than Dylan’s fastball, but here I am typing my senior editorial 
getting ready for Graduation. The last 4 years have been some of the best school years I have ever had. Many new 
friends, a wonderful relationship, brotherhoods, and it’s brought me endless amounts of happiness.
 Thank you to all the teachers I have had. The relationships between teachers and students are very important 
to me, and having those relationships I was able to learn and pick up on the material quicker and the short cuts have 
stuck with me. WORK SMARTER, NOT HARDER!!!!
 Mrs Hodgkiss, thank you for everything. The Barker class has been one of my most favorite classes for the 
past two years. Even with all of the jokes and mocking of my friends, your reaction to it made it 10,000 times funnier. 
Thank you for being very lenient when it came to turning in articles…I promise I will not spend 100% of my time on 
the golf course in college. 
 Coach Holifield and Coach Will, thank you for making me such a leader in today’s society. Thank you for 

instilling such a strong work ethic in me. Most importantly, thank you for extra hours and personal time you spent to turn me into the basketball player I 
am today.
 Coach Whitson, thank you for the best golf season I could have ever had. Thank you for making me a great golf player and giving me the skills to 
take my game to the next level. I wouldn’t have been able to make it to the Mineral Area Golf Team without the help you have given me.  
 Mom, Dad, and Blair, Thank you for encouraging me in every step I have taken. Thank you for showing up to every basketball game, baseball 
game, and golf match you could. Y’all’s support has made me the best athlete I could be. Thank you for putting up with my hardheadedness. 
 Golf, Basketball, Baseball, and every club I have been a part of, thank you for all of the memories. I can go on with life having so many memories 
ranging from winning a district championship, to running up and down a fairway in the dark waiting for the match the next day. All of the amazing people 
I met and made new friendships, thank you for making me a “people person” and not afraid of speaking to new people and to make new friends.
 This article has most definitely been the hardest to ever type. Remembering all of the amazing times I have had, and all of these amazing people I 
have met…it hits home. These past four years have been amazing! Last, but not least, “Beawd Out!”



 It’s hard to believe that the day has finally come. I have reached the end of my story as a student at 
Sikeston High School. It truly is amazing, and scary at the same time, how fast time flies when you’re having 
fun. High school started off as a rough experience for me. I couldn’t really find a group or anything that I 
felt I could be a part of until later on in my high school career. However, despite my losses and the rough 
circumstances that I and members of my class have faced, I can say I’m truly grateful for the high school 
experience. I can say it was an awful experience at first, but over time I realize truly I have enjoyed almost 
every moment of high school. I can only thank the school and the people I met for the awesome times I had.
 I couldn’t be where I’m at if it wasn’t for my parents. My parents have guided me in the right direction 
ever since I was born. They have made me who I am today and I can’t thank them enough. Even at my lowest 
points they still never gave up on me and in my highest they have made sure to keep me humble. It has been 
a crazy 18 years and I am grateful for the life I have been blessed with.  Thank you, Mom and Dad.
           I truly could not have asked for a better friend group than the one I have now. God gifted me with 

friends that I hope I can keep for the remainder of my life. They have helped me push myself and become the man I am today. Despite all the banter and jokes 
between us, I truly love my friends.  They mean the world to me and I only wish for the best for all of them. We are all going down separate paths that will 
hopefully lead back to each other in the future.
             My friends helped me tremendously, but I truly couldn’t have done half the things I did without Mrs. Hopkins and Coach Hopkins. Mrs. Hop is possibly 
the sweetest person I have ever met. In only a semester of having one of her classes she has somehow made a once self-doubting person a now confident one. 
She has helped me tremendously and I can’t thank her enough. She also gave me the opportunity to meet Coach Hop. Now, coming into high school, all I ever 
thought of Coach Hop was that he was a full blown “Meathead Coach,” but after playing football and being one of his linebackers, I can safely say that he is not 
as big of a “Meathead” as I thought, and actually one of the best coaches I’ve ever had. He took my odd scenario of being a “one and done” senior and threw me 
right on the field giving me the opportunity to make memories.  Football was the best time of my life and I wouldn’t have had the courage to play if it wasn’t for 
Mrs. Hop. I would have never had enough confidence to believe I could, and with Coach Hopkins giving me the opportunity to play for him is something I will 
forever be grateful for. The Hopkins have made a positive impact on Sikeston High School and in my life and I can’t thank them enough for it. 
           I wouldn’t have been able to have as much fun as I did if it wasn’t for Mrs. Hodgkiss. Mrs. Hodgkiss gave me the opportunity to be a reporter for The 
Bulldog Barker and be a fellow staff member with my best friends. Being on the Barker staff has definitely been one of the better experiences for me in high 
school. Mrs. Hodgkiss has not only given me the opportunity to be a part of the newspaper staff, but has also helped me strengthen my faith. She has encouraged 
me to join FCA and attend meetings in order to learn more about others and the Word. I truly believe that she has been put in my life to help me in my harder 
times and remind me that there is still hope, and there always will be. Thank you, Mrs. Hodgkiss, for this amazing year of my life.
          I would not be the man I am today if it wasn’t for Coach Pulley. Coach Pulley has simply been one of the more impactful people in my life. He has 
coached me for both Track and Football, him being the main reason I decided to play football. I would have never played if it wasn’t for Coach Pulley, and with 
football being one the best times of my life, I am extremely grateful that he encouraged me to play. Football taught me what actually being a part of a team, or a 
brotherhood was actually like. I learned to care for others over myself and do what’s best for the team rather than what’s best for yourself. These life lessons will 
stick with me for the rest of my life and I have nothing but gratitude for Coach Pulley and the Football team. It has been a true honor to play under such a great 
coach. I can’t thank him enough for the times I had because if it wasn’t for him I would have never been a part of it. Thank you for everything Coach.
       I thank all who were a part of my life during these four years and I thank you for helping me have the best four years of my life. I’m excited for what the 
future holds for both us graduates and current highschoolers. It is best to remember in the future there will always be conflicts and hard times but no matter how 
severe they may be they always serve a purpose, and a resolution will always be found. In hard times you can’t quit. The only way to beat the hard times is to keep 
pushing forward and to keep on going, “You just gotta keep livin’.” I wish the football team, the Barker staff, and my class, a final farewell. Thank you Sikeston.

Tristen Brotherton: Senior Reporter

“Mind your business. Stay out of drama and focus on you!” Yulisa Ramirza.
“Make sure to keep up with your work.” Kyrin Ellis.

“Stay on top of your work, but make sure to still have fun.” Prestin Smith

“Don’t be late and DO NOT MAKE CHAD MAD!” Mark Fisher

“Make sure to talk to people. Make more friends.” Talia Bautista

“Keep your grades up! It definitely will help you your senior year.” Jordan Pavelka

“Don’t overthink everything, make sure to live it up. Also make sure to take care of your 
mental health.” Mia Torres

“Don’t expect everyone to like you.” Miguel Valdez

“Don’t do stupid things. Make sure to behave.” Carson Nash

“Enjoy your time while you have it, it flies!” Lila Eckart

Senior Advice Article by: Belinda Minner
Design by: Sophia Carter
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Sophia Carter - Designer 

Hailee Clark - Designer 

Blake Wrather - Designer 

Alyssa Hilburn - Designer 

Dylan Wilson- Designer 

Riley Watson- Designer 

Tyler Owens -  Designer 

Anika Artis- Designer 

Kelsie Anderson - Designer 
 This is hard to even think 
about really because there are so many 
things to look back on, but if I had to say 
what I’ll miss most about high school, 
it would probably be the friendships I 
made. Another thing I’m going to miss 
is Graphic Arts. I’m going to miss all 
the laughs we had while printing. One 
specific memory I’ll always think about 
when I’m reminiscing is when I printed 
my hand on our automatic printer. In the 
moment, it was so scary and I didn’t know 
what to do so I just stood quiet while it 
printed my hand. Looking back at it, I 
probably should’ve told someone when it 
was happening but that’s okay. It’s a funny 
story to tell now.

 What I will miss most about high school is 
getting to see my friends everyday. What I’ll miss most 
about Graphic Arts is how close everyone in the class 
became and how were more like a family then just a 
group of high schoolers in a class together. My two 
favorite memories from graphic arts is the day after 
Halloween Mr. Henson had the Culinary students bang 
on the door and garage and pretend we had “ghost” in the 
class. My second favorite memory is when Henson had 
to teach Alyssa and I how to park because we could never 
get ourself in between the lines.

 The things I will miss about 
high school and Graphic Arts is that I 
won’t be able to see the people I would 
consider the closest people of my high 
school career. No matter what happens 
we would all stay together and work 
things out together which turned us into 
a small family. 

 My favorite part about my 
high school experience was getting to 
join SCTC. I was never able to be my 
own bubbly, outgoing self until I joined 
Graphic Arts my junior year. My all 
time favorite memories of high school 
are in that classroom and will always 
have a piece of my heart. The memory 
I enjoyed the most is on the last day of 
school of junior year, I finally beat Mr. 
Henson in Uno!

 Although I’ll say I don’t miss 
school, I know I’ll miss the structure 
of it. Having a routine like school may 
seem annoying but suddenly going 
a solid routine to none is going to be 
jarring. I’m going to miss the liveliness 
of the Graphic Arts class. I’ll always 
remember my junior year especially the 
last day, it was hectic but exhilarating 
knowing we were from that day Seniors. 
Although in the Graphic Arts class 
I think I’ll miss being able to see my 
creations and designs becoming a 
material object.

 I think what I’ll miss most 
about high school is the people. My 
friends and even the people I’ve only 
spoken to once. Some of my favorite 
memories in high school have come 
from this year playing cards in 5th hour 
science.

 Things I’ll miss about high 
school are being able to play basketball 
all four years of high school. Graphic 
Arts is a big one because it gave me an 
idea of what kind of career I would like 
to have. I started making shirts and I 
got to meet new people in this class. I’ll 
miss being around my friends almost 
everyday, joking and playing around 
with them in the locker room. My best 
memories of high school are winning 
a district basketball championship and 
prom.

 The thing I will miss most 
about high school is cheering on the 
sidelines at basketball game. I’m going 
to miss the people who were always nice 
to me and last but not least, I’m going 
to miss the school dances. What I will 
miss about Graphic Arts is Mr.Henson 
always pushing me to be the best and 
always encouraging me to try new 
things. This year in Graphic Arts has 
been the best year yet, thanks to my 
teacher Mr. Henson. I’m going to miss 
all my classmates. My favorite memories 
in high school would be senior prom, 
all the dances, and most definitely spirit 
week days! 

 As I end my senior year of 
high school and leave my favorite class 
that has opened up a different side of 
me, I will miss joking around with Mr. 
Henson and love he showed our class. 
He was really our second dad, and 
always knew how to make us smile! 
My favorite memory would have to be 
falling by the automatic and Henson 
watching and laughing! 
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1. Karris Allen/Quinn Riley 
2. Kelsie Anderson
3. Aubrey Wheeler

1. Jay Lape
2. Dylon Turner
3. Collin Lape

1. Mackenzie Conway/Leilani 
Smith
2. Kelsie Anderson
3. Quinn Riley/ Takayla Taylor
1. Jay Lape
2. Carson Nash
3. Dylon Turner

1. Ellie Noe
2. Aubrey Wheeler/Raghad Alkilani
3. Molly Bogle/Leilani Smith

1. Jay Lape
2. Chris Bonner
3. CJ Posey

1. Mackenzie Conway
2. Paige Falkenberg/Alexus 
Lepior
3. Mia Torres
1. Trey Scott
2. Chris Bonner
3. Carson Nash

1. Mackenzie Conway
2.  Quinn Riley
3. Halley Kim

1. Tristen Brotherton
2. Jay Lape/Mason Slipis
3. Trey Scott/Carson Nash

1. Kate Grubbs
2. Camryn Self
3. Molly Bogle
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Senior Wills
I, Kelsie Anderson, will Hailey Presley my soccer skills 
and smile.

I, Siana Sanders, will the Sikeston Maching Band’s saxophone 
section the right to my impeccable dance moves and ability 
to keep the band hype no matter what.

I, Noah Mason, will my voice inpersonation abilities to 
Andon ‘Don’ Christian.

I, Carson Beaird, will my insane golf skills to Henry 
Arndt.

I, Shea Landers, will Natalie Wright my love for FFA. 
Carry on the love!

I, Quinn Riley, will Deonna Drury my tennis 
tournament wins.

I, Mason Slipis, will my fishing talents to Joshua 
McClendon.

I, Tristen Brotherton, will my amazing music taste to 
Anna Purves.

I, Leslie Willis, will Landry Eadon the right to continue to be 
one of the best dressed people in school and also the second 
worst driver. 

I, Dakwan Tilson, will my hurdling skills to Trey Gorman.

I, Trey Scott, will Blayne McDermott and Dominic 
Mullin the rights to Colin Scott.

I, Amyari Blissett, will Nayla Bonner, Kirsten Faihurst, and 
Jakiah Adams my good looks and the right to have however 
many gym classes they would like.

I, Ellie Noe, will Selah Torres and Nevea Beard the right to 
be the best orchestra moms to the new freshman next year.

I, Mark Fisher, will Chad King and Hayden Hess my 
incredible offensive line skills. 

I, Mackenzie Conway, will Harley Hunter the right to get 
pulled over in the senior parking lot at least once.

I, Chloe Bles, will the title of “best base” to Hailey Presley.

I, Jose Lara, will Carter Slaten the right to carry on the 
long curly hair.

I, Eunique Bland, will Justis Taylor to keep doing great in 
school and to always come out on top!

I, Lydia Wren, will my ability to dress like a homeless 
person everyday and still look good to Lily Robins.

I, Zoe Robison, will Cate Schrumpf to be the most 
sarcastic person on both the cheer and soccer teams.

I, Miranda Norwood, will Angel Starrfox the right to dress 
how she wants and not get into trouble or made fun of.

I, Johnathan Green, will Derion Newson the keys to 
SHS.

I, Latrice Moore, will JaNaye Moore the right to have off 
campus lunch.

I, Chris Bonner, will my sister, Destiny Bonner, my charisma, 
smarts, and an easy senior year.

I, Molly Bogle, will Zoie McDonald the best senior year 
filled with the same support and fun times that I recieved.

I, Kyrin Ellis, will Kaleigh Cochran to achieve evrything 
she does.

I, Dekyria Jones, will Dasia Franklin the right to annoy 
Ms. Pulley as much as she likes in my abscence.

I, Dylan Thornbrough, will Jax Lancaster my ability to 
make things fun.

I, Dylan Wilson, will Zackery Loflin to be allowed to 
play ping-pong as much as he wants.

I, Takyla Taylor, will my good style and personality to my 
freshman babies Trinity Taylor and llana Jones. I hope 
your next few years of high school are everything you 
two wanted and more! Stay on top of your work and soak 
in every moment! High school goes by so fast. I’m here 
whenever you need me so don’t forget.

I, Kelsie Anderson, will Taris Ranson my confidence and 
outgoing personality.

I, Siana Sanders, will Julia Sanders the right to my 
inability to care. I love you little sister!

I, Noah Mason, will my flow capabilities to Connor 
Wicker.

I, Carson Beaird, will my senior parking spot to the one 
and only Blair Durham, may the speed be with you.

I, Shea Landers, will Brooke Taylor my love to be social. 
Make everyone feel welcomed to Sikeston for me.

I, Quinn Riley, will Noah Pruitt my fast driving 
expertise. 

I, Mason Slipis, will my golfing skills to Camden 
Copeland.

I, Tristen Brotherton, will my gym mindset and my work 
ethic to Keodrick Sherrod.

I, Leslie Willis, will Heidi Self to continue to skip first 
hour and go to dunkin’ to get an iced coffee!

I, Dakwan Tilson, will my track speed to Malachi 
Kellum.

I, Ellie Noe, will Sydney Hensley the right to choose all 
of the music for the orchestra concerts next year.

I, Amyari Blissett, will Landri Hammontree and Kennedy 
Watson the right to not answer “freshman questions” any 
freshman may ask.

I, Emma Thompson, will Kennedy Thompson the 
motivation to actually go to school for once.

I, Mark Fisher, will Jacob Leavitt my fat-man powers so 
he can win every wrestling match.

I, Mackenzie Conway, will Emma Qualls ALL of my Red 
Pepper spirit and pride.

I, Andrew Faire, will Will Sims my Sikeston soccer throw 
in.

I, Jose Lara, will Leopoldo Cortez my fashion sense.

I, Eunique Bland, will Samarius McCain to stay out of 
the way and just finish school. Prove everybody wrong!

I, Lydia Wren, will the ability to make it through the rest 
of high school without me to John Martin Boner.

I, Zoe Robison, will Emilie Massey the strength to get 
through one more year of high school.

I, Miranda Norwood, will Destiney Pope the right to do 
what she needs to do to help herself not get into trouble.

I, Johnathan Green, will Derion Newson my athleticism.

I, Latrice Moore, will JaNileya Moore the right to have 
off campus lunch.

I, Gary McCain, will Carter Robinette my yoga mat for 
naps in Mrs. Vinson’s class.

I, Molly Bogle, will all Red Peppers with the peppy 
spirits and memories.

I, Dylan Thornbrough, will Ansh Patel my soccer abilities.

I, Leilani Smith will Shania Hodges my fun student body 
presidency and volleyball captain.

I, Takyla Taylor, will my good looks, personality, and 
ability to always make the entire room laugh to my little 
sisters, Destiny Bonner, DeBryah Davis, Justice Bennett, 
and cusin Jamarion “May”. I hope your senior year is 
nothing but the best! Do me a favor and promise to stick 
together. I’ll be cheering you guys on from college. I love 
you all so much.

I, Sophia Carter, will Olivia Gadberry as many Jay’s 
breakfast dates as she pleases.

I, Dylon Turner, will the SHS basketball team the right 
to an amaing season with a ring.

I, Dylon Turner, will Chris Artis an amaing sophomore 
school year with multiple opportunities to prosper.
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Kellum.

I, Ellie Noe, will Sydney Hensley the right to choose all 
of the music for the orchestra concerts next year.

I, Amyari Blissett, will Landri Hammontree and Kennedy 
Watson the right to not answer “freshman questions” any 
freshman may ask.

I, Emma Thompson, will Kennedy Thompson the 
motivation to actually go to school for once.

I, Mark Fisher, will Jacob Leavitt my fat-man powers so 
he can win every wrestling match.

I, Mackenzie Conway, will Emma Qualls ALL of my Red 
Pepper spirit and pride.

I, Andrew Faire, will Will Sims my Sikeston soccer throw 
in.

I, Jose Lara, will Leopoldo Cortez my fashion sense.

I, Eunique Bland, will Samarius McCain to stay out of 
the way and just finish school. Prove everybody wrong!

I, Lydia Wren, will the ability to make it through the rest 
of high school without me to John Martin Boner.

I, Zoe Robison, will Emilie Massey the strength to get 
through one more year of high school.

I, Miranda Norwood, will Destiney Pope the right to do 
what she needs to do to help herself not get into trouble.

I, Johnathan Green, will Derion Newson my athleticism.

I, Latrice Moore, will JaNileya Moore the right to have 
off campus lunch.

I, Gary McCain, will Carter Robinette my yoga mat for 
naps in Mrs. Vinson’s class.

I, Molly Bogle, will all Red Peppers with the peppy 
spirits and memories.

I, Dylan Thornbrough, will Ansh Patel my soccer abilities.

I, Leilani Smith will Shania Hodges my fun student body 
presidency and volleyball captain.

I, Takyla Taylor, will my good looks, personality, and 
ability to always make the entire room laugh to my little 
sisters, Destiny Bonner, DeBryah Davis, Justice Bennett, 
and cusin Jamarion “May”. I hope your senior year is 
nothing but the best! Do me a favor and promise to stick 
together. I’ll be cheering you guys on from college. I love 
you all so much.

I, Sophia Carter, will Olivia Gadberry as many Jay’s 
breakfast dates as she pleases.

I, Dylon Turner, will the SHS basketball team the right 
to an amaing season with a ring.

I, Dylon Turner, will Chris Artis an amaing sophomore 
school year with multiple opportunities to prosper.
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 The season is coming to an end and everyone’s goals for the 
soccer season are reaching their deadlines. With temperatures in the 90s, 
every spring sport player is suffering as they push through the sweat and 
tears to succeed alongside their fellow team members. 
 Freshman Varsity and Junior Varsity player Natalie Wright ‘25 
joined the team this year with the desire to succeed.
  “My first goal was to make varsity. My second goal was to be one 
of the goalies. My final goal was to end the season feeling good about how 
it turned out. Overall I met all 3 of my goals,” Wright said. 
 Sophomore Junior Varsity player Markasia Smith ‘24 is also new 
to the team this year, having skipped her freshman year.
      Coach Jared Boyce, who has been teaching boys and girls soccer 
through SHS for four years, was swift to join the girls in talking about his 
goals.
 “Some goals that I had set for the season included developing 
girls throughout the season to understand the game of soccer, as well as 
making sure that they not only became better players, but better people 
throughout the season. I believe that we reached the goal of developing our 
girls throughout the season with getting so many freshmen coming in that 
have either not played soccer for many years or have never played at all. It 
is awesome seeing the amount of huge steps that the new girls have made 
from the beginning of the year to where we are now,” Boyce said.
 “My goal was to become a great team player because teamwork 
makes the dream work. We have done really well as a team this year. You 
win some, you lose some,” Smith said. 
           Wright took the time to praise her team and their efforts as well. 
 “As a team I feel like we worked together very well. All of the girls 
were so uplifting and constantly trying to help each other. We were pretty 
successful this season and all skill aside I would say it’s because we were 
a big family on and off the field. Skills wise we all improved so much and 
that’s what led us to our many wins,” Wright said.
 Boyce finished up by mentioning some improvements he hopes to 
instill in his team over the course of the next few years. 
 “The team has performed well overall this year. We are currently 
6-15 overall with a couple of close losses on the year. Some of the scores do 
not reflect how hard our team worked during those games to keep it close. 
Overall, I am happy with how hard all of the girls have worked throughout 
the year. Some things to improve on would probably be technical things in 
soccer, such as their touches and passing, but that will develop over time. 
They have improved so much throughout the year and I am happy to see 
how far they have come,” Boyce said.
     With district tournaments well underway, the team is excited to make 
more strides toward improvements next spring
 The season is coming to an end and everyone’s goals for the 
soccer season are reaching their deadlines. With temperatures in the 90s, 
every spring sport player is suffering as they push through the sweat and 
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 Sophomore Junior Varsity player Markasia Smith ‘24 is also new to 
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     Boyce, who has been teaching boys and girls soccer through SHS for four 
years, was swift to join the girls in talking about his goals.
 “Some goals that I had set for the season included developing girls 
throughout the season to understand the game of soccer, as well as making 
sure that they not only became better players, but better people throughout 
the season. I believe that we reached the goal of developing our girls through-
out the season with getting so many freshmen coming in that have either not 
played soccer for many years or have never played at all. It is awesome seeing 
the amount of huge steps that the new girls have made from the beginning of 
the year to where we are now,” Boyce said.
 “My goal was to become a great team player because teamwork makes 
the dream work. We have done really well as a team this year. You win some, 
you lose some,” Smith said. 
     Wright took the time to praise her team and their efforts as well. 
 “As a team I feel like we worked together very well. All of the girls 
were so uplifting and constantly trying to help each other. We were pretty 
successful this season and all skill aside I would say it’s because we were a big 
family on and off the field. Skills wise we all improved so much and that’s what 
led us to our many wins,” Wright said.
   Boyce finished up by mentioning some improvements he hopes to instill in 
his team over the course of the next few years. 
 “The team has performed well overall this year. We are currently 6-15 
overall with a couple of close losses on the year. Some of the scores do not 
reflect how hard our team worked during those games to keep it close. Overall, 
I am happy with how hard all of the girls have worked throughout the year. 
Some things to improve on would probably be technical things in soccer, such 
as their touches and passing, but that will develop over time. They have im-
proved so much throughout the year and I am happy to see how far they have 
come,” Boyce said.
 With district tournaments well underway, the team is excited to make 
more strides toward improvements next spring.
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The 2022 tennis season for boys has come to an end. 
This was an adjusting year for everyone with it being a younger 
team this year. The team ended with a season record of 0-11-1, 
with no one advancing on. 

This year the boys tennis team had a noticeably very 
young team. Coach Derek James was very excited to see so 
many people show up to play tennis and make it more enjoyable. 

“It was an enjoyable season. We had a lot of first year 
players and guys with a year or two of experience, but they were 
all enjoyable to be around and to work with. We had 16 players 
come out and that was great to see. That shows a lot of interest 
in tennis. It was really great to see the improvement in the 
players,” James said. 

One of the young players was Asher Alcorn. This was 
Alcorn’s first year of playing high school tennis and he thought it 
was a very fun experience. 

“It was a fun experience, I loved playing with everyone 
on the team. I think I had around 12 wins overall; two personal 
and about ten in my doubles matches. JV mostly played 
doubles,” Alcorn said. 

James and the tennis team had a very 
memorable season and he enjoyed the team 
bonding with each other. 

“Really just being around the guys and watching 
them improve and compete was my favorite part. Some of our 
favorite times are going on those long road trips and bonding 
together and having a team dinner. It’s really those moments 
that I enjoy the most and that I think the players enjoy the 
most. One specific moment that the entire team enjoyed was 
celebrating Cole Fitzgerald’s first ever single’s victory on his 
birthday. That was truly a special moment for everybody, 
especially Cole,” James said.
 Fitzgerald won his first ever singles match on his 
birthday. Fitzgerald was excited and was happy everyone was 
cheering him on. 
 “I got the big dub against Dexter on my  
birthday, so I’ve won one match this season, and everyone was 
hyping me up.” Fitzgerald said. 

James gives some advice for people thinking about 
joining tennis, or the people playing tennis now. 

“There is no substitute for playing and getting out there 
and competing. If you want to be a good tennis player, you have 
to take lessons, you have to practice all summer long, and you 

have to be competitive. Tennis is a sport that is easy to 
learn, but difficult to master. Like any sport, it takes a 

great deal of time, effort, and energy to become a 
successful tennis player.” James said. 

Even being freshmen, Fitzgerald and 
Alcorn give us advice for people wanting to 

join tennis. 
“I was new to the tennis game 

this year, it’s very easy to catch on 
and the other players were very 

welcoming.” Alcorn said.   
“Just have a positive 

mindset for everyone in your 
games, this team is super fun to 
be a part of,” Fitzgerald said.

Even though the 
season ended the way some 
did not want it to, James 

wants the players to work 
harder and come back 
better next year.
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 As school comes to a close, Spring sports are also coming to an end. Bulldog baseball is 
almost over and they are going into Districts with a 5-21 record. Districts began Friday, May 
13, and will continue through May 21. 
              This was Josh Hopkins’ first year as Head Coach. He came into the year with the 
mindset of leaving a legacy. When asked about it, Coach Hopkins said “ I think our game 
plan was good, and I think [our] legacy is a good thing, we just have to do a better job 
protecting our legacy,” Hopkins said.
              While the baseball team did not have a perfect season, they still grew as a team 
and coaching staff.  “It’s been very challenging, but we do see a lot of growth within our 
athletes and we’ve also grown as a coaching staff,” Hopkins said.

             The team will be losing three seniors at the conclusion of the season. Those 
seniors are Isaac Griggs, Tharen Russell, and Lucas King. When asked about his 

seniors Hopkins shared “We’re going to miss all three of them. They did a good job 
especially through this adversity that we’ve faced in this last month.  They have 
done a good job of leading and stepping up into their leadership roles,” Hopkins 
said.              

When asked about how they are feeling about this season, King shared what he’s 
learned.  “I think it’s taught us all a lot of life lessons. I think it’s something we will 

use moving on in life. I think everyone’s taken something from this year,” King said 
             When asked about their senior year all the boys agree they have tried making 

the most out of their last year playing high school baseball.
“I honestly think it was pretty fun,” Russell said.

While they have been trying to make the most of this year there has definitely been 
hard times.  

“As a team we’d always start off strong in the games, and when we would get to the 
end we’d take our foot off the gas,” Griggs said 
             Overall the boys have had fun and learned a lot this year. They leave the 
underclassmen players with the following advice:  “Make the most out of what 

time you have. “Stay in the moment. Don’t listen to what everyone else has to 
say,” Russell, King, and Griggs said. 
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 The Sikeston Track and Field team is wrapping up their 2022 season.  The team has seen 
many advances as a group and set new personal records.  Without a doubt, the Track team has 
given this season their all.
 In regards to Head Coach Betsy Colwick’s goals, she says “Overall we have had 
some really good success.  Our jumpers are starting to really hit their stride, right in time 
for postseason entries.  Our girl’s relays are working their butts off, they really want to make 
it to sectionals and beyond this year.  Lots of throwers are progressing beautifully through 
the season.  Our distance runners are trying new things with our new distance coach, 
Austin Hailey.  The boys sprinters have been awesome.  They have tried new events and new 
combinations for relays and just keep getting better,” Colwick said.  
 The Sikeston Track athletes have worked hard everyday in practice to achieve new times 
in their events.  One of the biggest parts of track is setting goals and working hard to attain them.
 “I hit a new PR for my 800 this season which was one of my goals and I am still working 
towards a PR for the mile,” Chloe Lin ‘24 said.
 Morgan Jaynes ‘23 has also been working hard in the gym to prepare for his throwing 
events.  “Getting in the weight room will help a thrower get stronger.  Listening to your 
coach’s critiques also helps,” Jaynes said.
 Along with practice in the gym comes mental prepping before a track 
meet.  The mentality behind a runner is what can make or break their 
performance in the meets.
 “I do the 400 meter dash, 4x200 meter relay, and high jump.  I 
prepare myself by stretching before my event but the main thing I do 
is get myself mentally ready with words of encouragement,” Kylin 
Lafoon ‘25 said.
 Junior track athlete Morgan Fitzgerald prepares by letting 
herself get some rest before a big meet.  “I usually work very hard 
leading up to the meet but the day before I give myself a break so I 
don’t accidentally injure myself,” Fitzgerald said.
 As the postseason approaches for the track team, Coach 
Colwick has some goals she hopes the team can achieve. “For the 
postseason we obviously want more to qualify for sectionals this year 
compared to last year.  I think we are sitting in some really good 
positions to be able to do that.  A lot of the athletes are glued to 
the state rankings that they can see on MoMileSplit, but I keep 
telling them you never know what could happen,” Colwick said.
 Coach Colwick also talks about new records and PR’s 
that Sikeston track athletes have hit.  “Da’Kwan Tilson has 
PR’d in his two main individual events: 110m hurdles and 
300m hurdles with a 16.48 and 42.59.  CJ Posey has hit 
some great sprinting times this year with an 11.53 in the 
100m dash while flirting with career PR in High Jump 
all year,” Colwick said.
 Not only are the boys improving 
tremendously this year, but so are the girls.  Brionna 
Williams has hit a new PR in high jump of 1.58m and 
Reese Steward has hit a new Long jump PR of 5.43m 
while being a strong anchor to the girls 4x100m relay 
and 4x200m relay.
 Overall, the future success of the Sikeston track and field team is 
looking bright with lots of improvements and goals to achieve.
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 This golf season has shown off the great talents of our 
golf team. Thereå may not be many players on the team, but 
the players on the team have shown how great they are all year 
long.
 Carson Beaird is a senior on the team who made 
the switch over from baseball to golf this year after playing 
baseball the last three years of his high school career. Beaird 
also made All-Conference this year in his first year playing 
high school golf. Beaird describes the change over from 
baseball to golf.

“It was the best choice I could’ve made for my senior 
year. I just wanted to have fun and help the team as much as I 
could. Little did I know that by the end of the season I would 
be signing to attend the Mineral Area Community College to 
play golf and taking my skill set to the next level,” Beaird said. 
 Jay Lape is another senior on the team who not only 
has had a great season, but is the only senior to have played 
golf all four years of his high school career. Lape shared about 
his high school golf experience and what it did for him. 

“Golf was one of the best decisions I made entering 
high school and I’m sad that it’s coming to an end. Hopefully 
after high school I can still find time to play on the weekends 

and stay in touch with some of my teammates,” Lape said. 
 Cullen Pearson is another senior on the team who used 
to play for the New Madrid golf team before moving schools 
to Sikeston. Pearson shared about the transition of moving 
schools and playing golf. 

“Playing on the golf team for New Madrid and for 
Sikeston was fun. Switching to Sikeston did slightly allow me 
to better my game. Sikeston does have a driving range and 
a practice green which those things make a big difference,” 
Pearson said.
 The last senior on the team is Andrew Faire. Faire 
recently qualified for State. Faire is excited to have this 
experience.

“The experience, [of going to State] is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. Only 18 people from our district get to 
enjoy the opportunity and I am one of them. Experiencing not 
only the course, but also the environment, will be fun,” Faire 
said. 
 This season for the golf team has been a great one for 
the Bulldogs.  They are glad to witness the success of their 
teammates and hope for it to continue in the future. 

Photo Courtesy of Jackie Calbert Photography 
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Acceptance letters, caps and gowns, 
Reminiscing through life’s ups and downs;

This path is ending soon, 
What shall we do?

All four years flew by fast,
Especially this year of “lasts.”

Muses all around. 
 stop ‘till the trumpets sound.

No matter what path you may take,
Always remember to take a break.

Your mind has more knowledge than you know;
Which path shall you go?

Not so long ago we held our mother’s hand; 
Now you no longer take her command.

This path filled with unfamiliarity: 
You’ll surely gain maturity. 

So many things you may be unsure about;
Make sure you carefully pick your route. 

This is your voyage of self discovery:
We were all in such a hurry.

Which path shall you go? 
Wherever it is I hope you grow!

P a t h s  o f  l i f eP a t h s  o f  l i f e

- Chloe Teal


