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SCTC Construction class delivering the P Pods to New Dawn State 

School.

Photo courtesy of Google Images
The P Pod chair design made to help the childern at New 

Dawn State School. 

 On January 27, the SCTC Construction 
class delivered P-Pod chairs to New Dawn 
State School.  After working on the chairs as a 
class project, Mr. Roger Mayo had his students 
help to deliver the chairs to the school.  
 New Dawn State School is located in 
Sikeston, MO.  This school has a passion and a 
purpose to make education as easy as possible 
for handicap students.  In order to do this for the 
students, P-Pod chairs were needed for a more 
relaxing and comfortable learning environment.
 P-Pod chairs are chairs that offer 
certain postural support for children or adults 
with disability.  The usual design of the P-Pod 
chair resembles that of a bean bag chair, but 
it has a certain alignment system used to help 
keep the person sitting up right.  
 “It just felt good to help the 

community. Seeing the kids with the pods was 
so heartwarming,” JT Burton ‘20 said. 
 Online, the P-Pod chairs range from 
$1500-$2000.  The SCTC Construction class 
was able to make these chairs for about $50 a 
piece.  Along with saving New Dawn School 
money, the SCTC students got great experience 
in building these and felt accomplished 
afterwards. 
 “The chairs were going to be such a 
big help not only to the kids but also the school 
employees,” Zayne Davis ‘20 said. 
 Burton and Davis are just two of the 
Construction class students that took their 
class time to make these chairs for New Dawn.  
Along with these young men, three others went 
with Mr. Mayo and Mr. Chad King, Director of 
SCTC. 

 Mr. Mayo found out about this 
opportunity through a Facebook post that was 
made by New Dawn School asking if anyone 
could make these chairs to benefit the students 
that attend the school.  
 The SCTC made four P-Pod chairs in 
just one week.  New Dawn already had a design 
in mind but the Construction class was able to 
make a few suggestions for improvements.  
 The chairs were made with red and 
black material, another way for the class to 
show their school pride and appreciation for the 
community.  
 A saying that New Dawn has taken 
into consideration is “Abilities outweigh 
disabilities”, and this slogan could not be more 
true.  Sikeston SCTC’s Construction class took 
this to heart when making the P-Pods. 

New Dawn gets new opportunity
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PAWS Up

Photo courtesy of City of Sikeston Facebook
Sikeston PAWS offers a variety of healthcare services for pets and other animals in the community.

 The Sikeston Pet and Animal Welfare 
Services center, also known as Sikeston PAWS, has 
been in operation since September 2017. Adoption, 
care, and many other animal services are big impacts 
that Sikeston PAWS has had on the community for 
years now.
 The mission statement for Sikeston PAWS 
includes both their purpose as well as how they 
carry out their services.
 “Devoted to rescuing, sheltering and 
re-homing lost, neglected and homeless animals 
through community support and involvement…
[and] providing professional and courteous services 
to all patrons and animals,” said PAWS.
 The support that PAWS receives comes 
mostly from volunteer work, either from community 
members, student volunteers, or community service 
clubs.
 Spencer Clay (‘21) has spent many hours 
of hard work at PAWS, and spoke to his experiences.
 “When working at PAWS, we always 
decide our approach depending on the animals’ 
needs. So, if an animal comes in dirty, we shampoo 
and clean them. If they’re malnourished, we make 
sure that need is met,” Clay said.
 PAWS cares for these pets and animals in 
ways that many of them are not used to. Many of 

their patients were formerly homeless or mistreated 
by their previous owners.
 “Being able to see the process that the 
animals go through is remarkable; just to take 
an abused or hurt animal and bring them back to 
normal is huge,” Clay said.
 When helping out through PAWS, 
volunteers are also rewarded for their hard 
work. Though it may not be through a salary, the 
satisfaction of knowing a good deed was done is 
enough. The Senior High also gives incentives to 
being part of volunteer service, such as offering off-
campus lunch and graduation cords as a reward. 
 Another way to get involved with the 
PAWS program is to donate supplies, such as 
shampoos, food, and other supplies they can use, 
even cat and dogtoys. The National Honors Society 
is just one of the clubs at the Senior High that has 
been involved consistently with helping PAWS get 
the resources they need. PAWS also hosts adoption 
events and fundraisers throughout the year to 
support their services.
 The Sikeston PAWS is open from Tuesdays 
to Saturdays, and are always looking for any extra 
help that they can get, whether it be volunteer work 
or donations. This is a great way to be involved with 
the community and earn service hours.

Tyler Gilmer
Reporter



February 21, 2020 Editorial        3

How much P.D.A. is too much?

“I think it’s gross and 
people should do it at 
home. This is not the 

place,”

-Aubrey Sullivan ‘20

“I support PDA at 
school. It’s important 

to show the people 
you love that you care 

about them,”

-Daiquan Evans ‘20

“PDA is a nice love 
thing. It shows that 
students don’t care 
for others opinions, 

despite getting caught 
everyday in front of 

the band shell,”

-Keon Graham ‘20

“There should not be 
PDA at school. I want 
to be able to walk to 
class without seeing 

tonsil hockey,”

-Trey Drake ‘21

“I would rather not 
see it,”

- Makala Ellis ‘21

“The hand holding 
is okay, but kissing 

your boyfriends 
or girlfriend in the 

hallway before every 
class is not cool,”

-Paige McWhirter ‘21

Grace Blanton
Managing & Design Editor

What are your thoughts on PDA at school?
Photo Courtesy of Google

Kourtney Kardashian kisses her boyfriend in public.

Photo Courtesy of Google
Couple happily riding on a bike together.

 Anywhere you go, it is always easy 
to find public display of affection. There are 
always couples holding hands, hugging, and 
even kissing. I think that it is important to show 
your loved ones how much you care about each 
other, but I also think that many people take it 
too far with their PDA. Hugging people in public 
and casually holding hands for a few moments 
is definitely okay, but anything more is when it 
becomes too far. 
 I do not think that PDA is very pleasant 
when trying to spend time with family. It is not 
very respectful of little children’s innocence 
when couples are constantly touching each other 
in public. PDA does not provide the family-
friendly environment many parents are looking 
to provide for their children at public places. 
 Some of the places that provide an 
enormous amount of PDA that probably is not 
expected, are high schools. It is so hard to walk 
to class without seeing a couple gazing into each 
others eyes, holding hands while walking, a hug 
goodbye, and even sometimes a kiss. If you are 
lucky enough you may get to see a make-out 
session. It is honestly disgusting, and should be 
saved for after school matters. I do not mind if 
couples are affectionate in their own privacy, 
but that is not something anyone wants to see. It 

would honestly be weird and creepy if someone 
wanted to watch a couple’s PDA.
 The biggest thing I do not understand is 
why people feel the need to show such gruesome 
affection around others, or even want to at that. 
I would never want to kiss my boyfriend in front 
of others, let alone some people that I barely 
know. I also think that some couples act like they 
will not see each other for months when parting 
ways, when in all actuality they will see each 
other in fifty minutes when their class ends.  If 
you feel like you need to show people your PDA 
in order to “stake your claim” on your significant 
other, maybe you should consider trusting them 
instead of claiming them by means of PDA. 
 “#TrueLove”  on-line provides a quote 
concerning PDA. 
 “Public display of affection is not an 
indication of a happy relationship... True love 
has nothing to prove,” said Buky Ojelabi.
 I cold not agree more with the previous 
quote, so overall, I think that PDA should be 
avoided at all costs. It is not enjoyable for 
the people surrounding you, and it is not very 
respectful of those in your environment. Start 
thinking about others and not your romantic 
desires, and save the public display of affection 
for your own privacy. 
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    Photo Courtesy of Sikeston R6
Sikeston marketing students pose for a photo after competing.

Sikeston takes on Business

DECA Districts

Ethan Presley
Opinion Editor

 Each school year, marketing students across the world come 
together to compete in the annual DECA competition. DECA is an 
international organization that prepares students for the adult world by 
teaching them business skills pertaining to future job environments. 
Problem solving, presentation development, and communication skills 
are a few of the skills that DECA participants say they learned throughout 
their time within the organization. The DECA yearly schedule ends with 
the International Career Development Conference, or ICDC for short; but 
first, students must participate in DECA Districts. 
 This year, DECA Districts took place on February 12th at 
Southeast Missouri State University. Students from schools within 
our district sent their respective marketing students to compete in the 
competition. Marketing teachers provide valuable information to the 
members of DECA in order for them to be as prepared as possible in 
their competition. Students that competed in DECA Districts were first 
required to take a test pertaining to their topic a week before competing; 
their score on this test accounted for roughly half of the scoring rubric. 
After the test, the competition at SEMO consists of a business role-play 
to make up the rest of their DECA Districts score. 
 The competition consists of two main types of events with a 
wide variety of marketing-related subcategories, some of which are team 
events while others are solo events. The two main types of events are 
principles events and specialty events. For principles events, the top 3 
competitors for each sub-event will move on to DECA State. For specialty 
events, the top 2 competitors for each sub-event will move on to DECA 
State. Students are allowed to compete in whatever event they choose. 
Events in DECA competitions range from categories such as finance and 
management to tourism and sports marketing. For the most part, any 
business interest a student could have is covered by a DECA event.
 Sikeston has had a very successful year thus far in the DECA 
program. This year at DECA Districts, 43 people placed high enough 
to move on to DECA State. Nearly all students who qualified for 
DECA State plan to attend. Some, however, had to decline due to prior 
obligations. DECA State will be held in Kansas City, MO, on March 22nd 
through March 24th. Regardless, though, we would like to wish all DECA 
participants good luck in the rest of the competition, as well as their future 
career plans. 

Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

    Photo Courtesy of Pat Davault
Students pose after receving medals for FBLA awards.

Future Business Leaders of America

 On February 4th, sophomore, junior, and senior Sikeston students 
attended the Future Business Leaders of America District Leadership 
Conference in Cape Girardeau, MO. The FBLA competition was held at 
Southeast Missouri State University. 
 Students competed in multiple events including online tests and 
role plays involving presentations and business issues. Thirteen of the 
students qualified for the FBLA State Leadership Conference, which will 
be held in Springfield, Missouri, beginning on April 19th. 
 These students worked extremely hard for their achievements. 
FBLA State qualifiers include: Logan Tollison in Advertising, Ally 
Nelson in Business Communication, Kiersten Chessor in Insurance & 
Risk Management and Political Science, Ellie Noe in Introduction to 
Business, Raghad Alkilani in Introduction to Financial Math, Emily Boyd 
in Organizational Leadership and Political Science, Jordan James, Audra 
McMillen, and Julia Spurlock in Emerging Business Issues, and Layan 
Alkilani, Blaire Gordon, and Makayla Hutton in Publication Design. 
Fifteen other students placed second or third in either team or individual 
events. 
 FBLA gives students the opportunity to prepare for their future 
as business leaders. It addresses and teaches skills that can prepare them 
for future careers in business. Students are given the ability to choose 
from an endless amount of events to find a topic they have a true desire 
and interest in. 
 Senior Grant Stoner, who competed in the District Leadership 
Conference, placed second with his team in Entrepreneurship. He gave 
his opinion on the experience at the competition. 
 “I fully enjoyed attending the FBLA District Competition. It 
was a great experience learning more about addressing business issues 
and learning how to speak seriously in a professional setting. Though my 
team and I placed second again, I definitely recommend FBLA for other 
students who want to learn more about business and escape their comfort 
zone,” Stoner ‘20 said. 
 The students all had a very positive experience at the District 
Leadership Conference and performed exceptionally in all of their events. 
 They encourage more students to get involved in this organization 
at our school; it is a great outlet to earn experience for the future of our 
careers as students. 
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Lilly Beth Sutton
Reporter

Charlie Cox
Reporter

Speech and Debate

Photo by Sikeston R6 Twitter
Speech and Debate club competing at Scott City

 Sikeston’s Speech and 
Debate club recently held and event at 
our very own SHS campus. This event 
had 9 different schools competing in 
different Speech and Debate events. 
These events include speech centered 
performances. Students who compete 
in these events must memorize their 
piece and perform it in front of a 
judge as well as the accompanying 
audience.
 “Speech and Debate can 
be challenging when it comes to 
memorizing and preparing a piece for 
competition. You never know what 
the judges are looking for or what the 
room will be like. It’s very rewarding 
to see it all come together at the end.” 
Rory Jaynes ‘20 said.
 Students can also compete 
in debate events. These debates 
can be individual events or partner 
events with two people. The students 
competing in debates are to study 
a topic and prepare to debate both 
sides. When the event starts the 

students enter a room with judges 
and other debaters. Then, they are 
given which side of the topic they 
are debate on. There are plenty of 
topics and opportunities to debate 
their point in creative ways. This 
allows for plenty of debates and a 
large variety of strategies to be used 
in competition  
 Speech and Debate allows 
for oratory artisty to be heard, 
respected, and appreciated in 
ways that are not so common. The 
speech and debate club at Sikeston 
High School will be competing at 
districts towards the end of February. 
Students competing in Speech and 
Debate Districts will be preparing 
their pieces and debate topics in 
order to hopefully qualify for state 
competition in May. 
 Make sure to wish all 
of our Speech and Debate club 
members good luck as they embark 
on their mission to qualify for state 
competition!

Artistic Excellence
 The 42nd annual 
Southeast Missouri State 
University High School Art 
Exhibition is in full swing. The 
art exhibits will be displayed at 
the SEMO River Campus from 
February 9th until March 15th.  
 There were 470 pieces 
submitted from surrounding 
areas that had high hopes of being 
displayed in the Art Exhibition. 
A total of only 110 pieces were 
ultimately chosen to be displayed 
for viewing by the public. 
 Only six of Sikeston 
High School’s juniors or seniors 
were entered into the 2020 SEMO 
High School Art Exhibition. 
These students include: Kerra 
Parr, Nate Mijares, Isabelle 
McGill, Madeline Sherrod, 
Audra McMillen, and Blaire 
Gordon. 
 Out of these six 
upperclassmen, Audra McMillen 

and Blaire Gordon received 
honorable mention for their 
outstanding art pieces. 
 Audra McMillen was 
ecstatic about being entered 
into the show and felt even 
more honored about receiving 
honorable mention for her work. 
McMillen’s art piece consisted of 
a self portrait. 
 “While working on this 
art piece, I was worried it would 
not look like me. I thought it 
would be a waste of time, but I 
continued adding more details 
trying to make it appear more 
realistic. I am so thankful I 
received honorable mention 
because it proved that my hard 
work paid off,” McMillen ‘21 
said. 
 Isabelle McGill’s color 
theory self portrait painting was 
also accepted into the exhibit.
 “I’m so honored that 

my painting was accepted! I had 
one in the show last year, but this 
one feels more special because 
of how much work it was. I 
definitely didn’t expect all the 
time it would take when I chose 
my project, but working with all 
the colors and values made me a 
better artist,” McGill ‘20 said.
 The High School Art 
Exhibition is a great example of 
the immense talent our students 
contain. Being selected for 
the Art Exhibition is a huge 
achievement for our Sikeston 
students. It reflects the hard work 
of students and teachers who 
work to make the art community 
recognized as an important area 
of our school. 
 All of the students 
worked extremely hard on their 
pieces and should be greatly 
congratulated for their hard work 
and efforts.   

Photo by Darla Crabtree
Students admire art at SEMO River Campus.

Photo by Darla Crabtree
Audra McMillen smiles with her self portrait.



                                                         Feature                                                  February  21, 2020 7

John Myres
Distribution Manager

 Social media is a major force 
of modern day society. It has such a 
direct impact on so many people that 
it can be seen influencing anything 
from pop culture to presidential 
elections. However, with new 
platforms popping up each day, it 
can be very hard to keep up at times.
 Tik Tok, formerly known 
as music.ly, is currently the fastest 
growing social media platform. 
The app has over 500 million users 
worldwide, and that number is 
growing exponentially. The app 
allows users to create and watch 
a wide variety of videos that 
can be up to a minute in length. 
 Tik Tok is very unique 
in the sense that most of the 
content viewed by its users is 
not deliberately searched out. 
 To clarify, the home page of 
Tik Tok is split into two categories: 
“Following” and “For You.” The 
“Following” page is exactly how it 
seems; only content created by users 
you follow will be displayed on this 
page. The “For You” page is where 
things get interesting. A wide variety 
of content is displayed to users 
based on their history on the app. 
The application uses an algorithm 
based on each users’ interactions 
with certain types of videos. This 
is to ensure that users are given the 
best experience by showing them 
videos they will typically enjoy.
 The app is not only 
innovative in how it displays its 

content to viewers, but it is also the 
first platform that has truly allowed 
creators to rise from nothing. Let me 
explain how the application works 
from a creator’s perspective. If one is 
to post a video to the app, that video 
will appear on a very limited amount 
of people’s “For You” page. The 
more interactions the video receives, 
the more exposure it gets on other 
people’s “For You” page. Not all 
interactions are equal however, as 
shares and comments have been 
proven to boost a video’s prominence 
on the for you page more than likes.
 I am lucky enough to have 
been given a platform on Tik Tok 
primarily due to just two videos I 
have uploaded. In October of 2019, 
I posted my first “viral” video in 
which I complained about a glitch 
on another social media application, 
Snapchat. I went to sleep when 
the video only had 20 views, and I 
had 15 followers. I was astounded 
when I woke up the next morning 
and saw that my video had over 
100,000 views and I was nearly at 
1,000 followers. The growth did 
not stop there, however, as of right 
now, the video has 3.6 million 
views and over 300,000 likes. 
 For the next few months, my 
account was fairly stagnant, that 
is, until I posted my next “viral” 
video. In this video I asked a popular 
creator to prom, and to my surprise 
she commented. In her comment she 
seemed very enthusiastic about the 

idea, but as of now, I have still not 
heard from her about it. Nonetheless, 
the video boosted my popularity 
even more. The video currently has 
2.3 million views and over 400,000 
likes, and my followers skyrocketed 
from 3,600 to nearly 12,000!
 I am not the only viral Tik 
Toker at Sikeston Senior High, 
however. In fact, I’m not even the 
most popular, as Aubrey Sullivan ’20 
is closing in on 150,000 followers. 
Despite her success on the platform, 
Sullivan has mixed emotions due 
to a new change in the way content 
is displayed: “This new algorithm 
sucks. Not only is my for you page 
filled with stuff I don’t care about, 
but my videos aren’t getting the 
type of exposure they used to.”
 Although the app is going 
through some unfavorable changes, 
I wholeheartedly believe that it 
is here to stay. With the recent 
removal of Vine from the App 
Store, many people have started 
to cherish Tik  Tok due to how the 
public “took Vine for granted”.
 In conclusion, if you don’t 
have Tik Tok, chances are you 
have missed out on several viral 
trends and changes in pop culture. 
For example, famous Tik Tokers 
have been featured in Super Bowl 
advertisements. Love it or hate it, 
Tik Tok is influencing everything, 
from what music is popular, to 
dance crazes, to multi billion dollar 
advertisements, and it is still growing .

Talking about Tik Tok

    Photo from Google
Charli D’amelio  had 28.3 million followers Addison Rae has 17.7 million followers.. Chase Hudson or “Lilhuddy” has 13.3 million followers.

Loren Gray has 39.3 million followers. Adamrayokay has 2 million followers. Alex French has 2.9 million followers.

    Photo from Google     Photo from Google

    Photo from Google     Photo from Google     Photo from Google

Some of the Most Famous Tiktokers
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• February 25 - Blood 

Drive 

• February 26 - Girls’ 

Home Basketball 

Game 6:00

• February 28 - Youth in 

Government Day

• March 1-7 - Boys’ 

and Girls’ Basketball 

District Tournaments

• March 5 - Clearwater 

Speech and Debate 

Inviational

• March 7 - District 

Solo/Ensamble Contest

• March 9 - Band 

Concert

Hayden Alcorn
Reporter

New School Year, 
New Calender

SIKESTON R-6 SCHOOLS  2020-2021 CALENDAR 
 

August 2020 (5 Days/31.90 Hours)  September 2020 (21 Days/132.78 Hours) 
Su M Tu W Th F Sa 19-21 District Teacher Orientation   Su M Tu W Th F Sa 7 No School - LABOR DAY 
      1 24 Teacher Work Day    1 2 3 4 5   

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 25 First Day of School   6 7 8 9 10 11 12   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15    13 14 15 16 17 18 19   

16 17 18 19 20 21 22    20 21 22 23 24 25 26   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29   27 28 29 30    Early Release Days:  2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th  
30 31      Early Release Day: 26th            

 
October 2020 (19 Days/117.74 Hours)  November 2020 (17 Days/109.06 Hours) 

Su M Tu W Th F Sa 12 No School - COLUMBUS DAY  Su M Tu W Th F Sa 13 No School - Teacher In-Service Day 
    1 2 3 29 Early Student Dismissal (Half Day)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 25-27 No School - THANKSGIVING BREAK 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10  Parent Teacher Conferences 1-8 PM  8 9 10 11 12 13 14   
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 30 No School   15 16 17 18 19 20 21   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24    22 23 24 25 26 27 28   

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Early Release Days: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th   29 30      Early Release Days: 4th, 11th, 18th 
 

December 2020 (14 Days/89.02 Hours)  January 2021 (18 Days/114.24 Hours) 
Su M Tu W Th F Sa 18 End of 1st Semester  Su M Tu W Th F Sa Dec 21 - Jan 4  No School  CHRISTMAS BREAK 
  1 2 3 4 5 Dec 21 - Jan 4  No School  CHRISTMAS BREAK       1 2 4 No School - Teacher Work Day 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12   3 4 5 6 7 8 9 5 School Starts - 2nd Semester 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19    10 11 12 13 14 15 16 18 No School - ML KING JR. DAY 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26    17 18 19 20 21 22 23   
27 28 29 30 31   Early Release Days: 2nd, 9th, 16th  24 25 26 27 28 29 30  
         31       Early Released Days: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th  
 

February 2021 (18 Days/114.24 Hours)  March 2021 (20 Days/127.60 Hours) 
Su M Tu W Th F Sa 15 No School - PRESIDENT’S DAY  Su M Tu W Th F Sa Mar 29-Apr 5 No School - SPRING BREAK 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 16 No School - Teacher In-Service Day   1 2 3 4 5 6   

7 8 9 10 11 12 13    7 8 9 10 11 12 13   
14 15 16 17 18 19 20    14 15 16 17 18 19 20   
21 22 23 24 25 26 27    21 22 23 24 25 26 27   
28       Early Release Days: 3rd, 10th, 17, 24th   28 29 30 31    Early Release Days: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th  
 

April 2021 (19 Days/120.92 Hours)  May 2021 (20 Days/124.42 Hours) 
Su M Tu W Th F Sa Mar 29-Apr 5 No School - SPRING BREAK  Su M Tu W Th F Sa 28 Early Student Dismissal (Half Day) 
    1 2 3 5 No School - Teacher In-Service Day        1  Last Day of School 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10    2 3 4 5 6 7 8   

11 12 13 14 15 16 17    9 10 11 12 13 14 15   

18 19 20 21 22 23 24    16 17 18 19 20 21 22   

25 26 27 28 29 30  Early Release Days: 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th   23 24 25 26 27 28 29  

         30 31      Early Release Days: 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th  
 

   

1st SEMESTER    76 DAYS 480.50 HOURS  Calendar Approved 02/11/2020 
2nd SEMESTER      95 DAYS 601.42 HOURS   

TOTAL   171 DAYS 1081.92 HOURS  * INCLUDES STATE REQUIRED 36 WEATHER MAKE-UP HOURS  
The 2021-2022 Calendar along with any other school calendar issues can be found on the district website.
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Grant Stoner
Reporter

Keeping the  dream al ive

Photo courtesy of  Semoball.
Sikeston wrestler Kate Grubbs ‘23 takes down an opponent.

 The end of the wrestling season for both boys 
and girls is coming to an end. This Wednesday was 
the official send off for the wrestlers that qualified for 
state. There was a total of 4 wreslters that qualified for 
state:  Kate Grubbs, Lila Eckert, and Cherei Jones and 
Cannon Gaddis. 
 Coach Angle feels there is still room for 
improvement as a team, but is confident for the future.  
 “Wrestling wise, our results are not reflecting 
our current goals as a team, but we are heading in the 
right direction.  We have been fortunate to qualify 4 
wrestlers for the state tournament this year who have 
the opportunity to bring home some hardware.  We’re 
confident that this number is only going to continue to 
grow with our plans over the off-season,” Angle said. 
 State qualifier Kate Grubbs is excited to have 
the oppurtunity to compete at the state level. 
 “It’s really awesome to have accomplished 
such a goal but at the end of the day it’s just another 
tournament and just another match, so that is the 
mindset. I am just ready to go out and take care of 
buisness like I would any other match,” Grubbs said. 
 Coach Angle is proud of the girls this year but is 
not surprised by the results of the girls competition. 

 “With our girls program in its second year, we 
continue to see growth.  Last year, we had 3 female 
wrestlers come out for the first year of girls wrestling.  
Kate Grubbs finished the year as our program’s first, 
and only, female state qualifier. This year we had 4 
females on our roster with 3 becoming state qualifiers: 
Kate Grubbs, Lila Eckert, and Cherei Jones.  Within 
one year, these girls went from near .500 records to 
dominating their competition.  We preach to our athletes 
to “Be Different.”  For our girls, they are already being 
different by going against the grain and competing in 
a sport that is not typically viewed as a female sport.  
These young ladies enjoy the competition and know that 
not only can they survive the same difficult practices 
that our boys go through, but push themselves to new 
heights. Our goal is to fill a full girls varsity lineup next 
year and push to compete for a district title. Wrestling 
is currently the fastest growing female sport, and we 
plan on continuing that trend here at SHS,” Angle said. 
 Sikeston is very proud of the work the team has 
put in all season and hopes for the best for the four 
that qualified for state. The future seems bright for the 
program, and they will continue to work during the 
offseason. 
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It’s all about the Bulldogs, baby

Photo Courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Payton Howard dribbles down the court

 As basketball season nears its 
end, many players and students alike 
look forward to the district championship 
tournament. The boy’s basketball team 
has had a successful season so far and 
will soon play Caruthersville (2/20), 
Jackson (2/21), and West Plains (2/27) 
to finish out their regular season. 
 In addition to the team’s 
success as a whole this year, one player 
specifically has earned a huge personal 
achievement. During the Bulldog’s 
game against Dexter this season, Payton 
Howard scored his 1,000th career point. 
 “The 1,000 point club is a goal 
that I’ve always wanted to reach for my 
whole basketball career. I’m thankful 
for my coaches and teammates that set 
me up and put me in the position to 
achieve such a great goal,” Howard said.
 Howard and the rest of the varsity 
team will play in hopes of winning at 
districts. When asked about their thoughts 

regarding the tournament, multiple players 
mentioned playing the Cape Central Tigers. 
After last season’s district championship 
loss to the Tigers, the Bulldogs are looking 
forward to competing against Cape for 
the district title the second year in a row. 
 Last season, Sikeston beat Cape 
Central in two games before losing in 
the championship. In the same fashion, 
Sikeston has lost to Cape twice this year 
and many Sikeston fans are hoping for 
the tables to have turned in the Bulldogs’ 
favor. Clark Steward will play for the 
Sikeston Bulldogs at districts this season.
 “Going into this season, we knew 
our team was going to have some ups and 
downs. We have had some games that we 
shouldn’t have lost, but we have also won 
some games that many people did not expect 
us to win. When our team plays up to our 
potential, we can beat anyone in the area. I’m 
very excited about where we stand leading 
up to the district tournament,” Steward said. 

Postseason Preparations
Spencer Clay

Reporter

 All across the State of  Missouri, 
high school teams are winding down the 
regular season and are preparing for the 
postseason. Whether it’s wrestling or 
basketball, every team is trying to secure 
some final wins before their district 
tournament. The Lady Bulldogs are no 
different.
 The Lady Bulldog basketball team 
is currently 13-9 and only have two games 
remaining before districts. The first game 
is Tuesday, February 19, at Cape Central. 
The second game is on February 26, against 
Jackson at home. They are preparing for 
their district tournament from February 
29-March 6.
 “We’ve won our last 7 games in a 
row. We only have two regular season games 
remaining, Cape Central and Jackson. 
Our game with Cape is an important one, 
because it could possibly affect our seeding 
in the district tournament,” Head Coach 
Wills said. 
 The team has seen major success, 
the most the Lady Bulldogs have had in 

years. This is, no doubt, thanks to the 
combination of experienced coaching and 
talented players.
 “Our only senior, Taydrianna 
Barnett, is currently our leading scorer 
and rebound leader. She is a hustler and 
loves to drive to the basket. Karris Allen, 
a sophomore, is our second leading scorer. 
Karris has the ability to see the floor and 
create plays,” Wills said. The Lady Bulldogs 
have a unique set of players and leaders that 
work together to get the job done. The team 
hopes that this combination of skill will lead 
to postseason success.
 “We are just taking it one game and 
practice at a time. We know what it will take 
to win and with each passing opportunity we 
are striving to increase our success,” says 
Wills. The team and coaches know what 
they need to be successful this postseason, 
because this regular season they have been 
outstanding. 
 “It takes staying focused and 
continuing to work hard everyday and I 
think this team is ready for the challenge.” 

Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Amyari Blissett 22’ drives against Scott County Central.
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 When the Washington Nationals won 
the hard-fought and historic 2019 World Series 
against the Houston Astros, baseball fans 
everywhere believed the season to be concluded. 
However, news of possible cheating came 
to light in 2019, invalidating what everyone 
believed about the team and its successes over 
the previous three seasons. 
 In 2017 and 2018, the Astros stole 
signs of their opponents. The team used a 
camera in center field to watch catchers’ signs 
to their pitchers. The player or staff member 
that watched the feed was then able to signal 
to the Astros batter what pitch was coming 
next. While there was no evidence of the Astros 
cheating in 2019, many assume they continued 
with their methods.
 Jeff Luhnow, the Astros general 
manager, and A. J. Hinch, field manager, were 
suspended for the 2020 season. The team was 
fined $5 million and forfeited their first and 
second round picks in the 2020 and 2021 drafts. 
The Astros players were given immunity for 
their cooperation with the league. The Astros 
fired both Luhnow and Hinch.
 Some baseball fanatics are outraged at 
the immunity given to the Astros players. Many 
are calling for the Astros to be stripped of their 
2017 World Series title as well. Every media 
outlet that is concerned with baseball is still 
covering all the conflicting opinions that have 
come with the scandal and punishments. 
 Some of the most prominent figures 
in the MLB have voiced their opinions to the 
public, drawing even more negative feelings 

Cheaters sometimes win

Photo Courtesy of Michael Reeves/Getty Images
Astros pitcher Justin Verlander contemplates the scandal while in the company of his team.

 The town of St Louis has always shown 
a love for sports. After the great run by the Blues 
last year, the newest phenomenon in St. Louis is 
the new XFL team, the BattleHawks. Although the 
BattleHawks have started off the season with a 1-1 
record, the team has sold more merchandise than 
any of the 7 other XFL teams. The team’s previous 
game also drew in TV ratings of 9.1, which was 
higher than the Blues game on that same day. 
 The problem that many former NFL 
copycats gave run into is long term success. There 
have been multiple football leagues that have 
been highly rated in the first few weeks, but their 
popularity vanished quickly in the middle of their 
season. The key for the XFL is going to be not only 
getting interest of fans, but maintaining that interest 
for a longer period of time. 
 The home opener for the BattleHawks is 
this Sunday, February 23rd against New York. Both 
teams are 1-1, and the BattleHawks are expecting a 
large crowd. The team is expecting around 28,000 
fans to attend the game. The people of St. Louis are 
hungry for football considering that they have gone 
1,529 days without a professional football game 
being played in their city. 
 Another example of the team’s growing 
popularity can be seen in ticket sales. Before the 
season started, a fan could have purchased season 
tickets to the BattleHawks for around $100. Now 
the tickets are being sold at $90 per game. This 
jump in price reflects the unexpected popularity 
that this team has received.
 I personally am not into all the hype 
around the XFL. To me, watching second tier 
professional football players is not that enjoyable. 
While I do like some of the rule changes, the quality 
of play does not appeal to me. If I’m going to watch 
football, then I want to watch the best of the best go 
at it.
 I do see where many people may be excited 
about the new league. Football fanatics are just 
happy to see football season becoming extended. 
Many people agree that the NFL has become “too 
soft” in recent years, and the XFL is seeking to 
become an answer to what the people want.  

Clark’s 
Clubhouse

Clark Steward
Sports Editor
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toward the Astros and Rob Manfred, MLB 
commissioner. Yankees player Giancarlo 
Stanton, 2017 National League MVP, lost 
respect for the Houston Astros and claims he 
could hit over 80 home runs if he cheated like 
them. Stanton even went as far to say Houston’s 
2017 World Series title should be revoked. 
 “I don’t think the punishments were 
harsh enough player wise. At the end of the day, 
it gives more incentive to cheat,” Stanton said. 
“The investigation showed it was clear-cut they 
cheated that year, so it should be taken away. If 
you cheat in another way during the season, you 
can’t even be in the playoffs. So pretty much the 
same difference.’’
 In speaking out, Stanton is following 
the lead of his fellow athletes, including Yankee 
Aaron Judge, who feels “sick to his stomach” 
over the cheating, and 2019 NL MVP, Cody 
Bellinger of the Dodgers. 
 Manfred still fiercely defends all the 
decisions the MLB has made.
 “One of the principal complaints 
seems to be that the Houston players were not 
disciplined, and that lack of discipline and 
immunity was negotiated with the union that 
represents the players. We acted to protect the 
rights of our members, as is our obligation under 
the law,” Manfred said.
 The Houston Astros cheating scandal 
may have been settled by MLB officials, but it is 
anything but in the past to the public and MLB 
athletes. Just like other sports scandals that are 
decades old, the Astros stealing signs will be 
talked about for years to come. 



February 21, 2020                                Tail End                        12

Winners at SHS

Photo Courtesy of  Sikeston Girls’ Basketball Facebook
The Lady Bulldogs’ supporting the Junior High Girls’ team by attending a game together.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling Twitter.
Cannon Gaddis ‘21 on the podium after clinching his ticket to state.

Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 celebrates Senior Night with her parents.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling Twitter
Female Wrestlers with Coach Rushin enoying their successes during the season.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston R-6 Facebook
FBLA members participate in Districts at Southeast Missouri State University.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston R-6 Facebook
 DECA District participants after the awards ceremony.


