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Students hold a banner and signs to congratulate Coach Holifield on his 500th career win.
Kelli L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

Last Tuesday, the Sikeston boys’ basketball
team faced the Dexter Bearcats, and finished with a
score of 75-48. Although this was a success to for
the team, the real night was dedicated to the man
who has pushed not only the team, but the sport of
basketball to become what it is today in this small
town.
Coach Gregg Holifield was recognized for
his 500th win in his coaching career. This includes
his time coaching at Senath-Hornersville, Kennett,
and Greene County Tech, Arkansas. Coach Holifield
shares how he felt about the special recognition and
his previous coaching experiences.
“The recognition surprised me. I had no
idea that was coming, and I really do appreciate
that. I’m so proud of my players, and I’m so proud
of my coaches. We have a winning program that is
attributed to a lot of hard work. Senath-Hornersville,
Kennett and Greene County Tech...those guys mean
a lot to me as well. In those years we were building
a foundation, and I’ll never forget what those guys
did for me.” said Holifield.

Fred Thatch, one of the most successful
athletes to have gone through Holifield’s program
and a 2018 Sikeston graduate, shared his greatest
memories of Holifield’s accomplishment.
“Coach is a great man on and off the
court. He pushes you and makes sure you get better
everyday. I have all the love in the world for that
man! He deserves it.” Thatch said.
Kevin Jones ‘19, is one of the starting
seniors for this year’s team, and has been a Varsity
player for Holifield for the past four years. He shared
just some of the ways, Holifield has helped him
become the player he is today.
“Coach knows how to win and get the best
out of his players. He is a great coach but an even
better man in my eyes. He cares about doing the right
thing instead of winning and that is why I have so
much respect for him.” Jones said.
Coach Holifield is not just a coach, in
Sikeston, but he is seen as a wholesome man who is
loved by his town, his players, and his coaches, He
deserves every success that comes his way.
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A new Friday night hype
Hayden S. Alcorn
Reporter

Intimidation is key when it comes
to sports. There is nothing more intimidating,
than when your team comes on to the field
or the court a crazy pre-game ritual of some
sort. When our varsity boys basketball team
took on the Kennett Indians this past month,
they had an amazing pre-game ritual the
lights were turned out, the music was loud,
and opposing fans were waving glow wands
all around. The place was going insane.
Of course, we won that game, but
their pre-game ritual could have had some
of our fans feeling uneasy if they we already
unsure about the ability of the Indians. Their
epic introduction gave us a look of their
attitude, readiness to play, and the swagger
they brought to the court.
I am not stating that we have a bad
pre-game rituals, I just think we should be
open to trying to make it the best it can be.
Running out the tunnel, pretty cool. High
fiving the front row, sensational. The “I
believe,” best thing in high school sports.
I just think there are ways as a school
and a community we could improve our
introduction. Improving our introduction
could be another way to intimidate the other
team, other than, our record.
My ideal pre-game introduction
for Friday night games would be the players
coming out of the Bulldog like they always do,
but the lights go out and there is a spotlight on
the tunnel. The players would get in a huddle
and do some sort of loud chant while be
surrounded by smoke. The announcer would
then say “Here come the Bulldogs” and there
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Sikeston basketball players preparing to leave the tunnel pre-game.

should be a message on the digital part of the
scoreboard that says, “Stand up and get loud.”
The crowd goes wild and the players
come sprinting out of the tunnel. A spotlight
would follow the team running out of the
tunnel while the hype video plays. As the hype
video ends, the lights come on as the beat drops
in the video. The players would then continue
with their regular warm-up. The only thing I
would change after the actual introduction,
would be making the music louder before the
game because it is often hard to hear.
Updating or changing
the
introduction would mean a lot to the students
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not that we do not love our Bulldogs, but
it would bring about a new life among the
students. “I think a new introduction would
have an amazing impact on the amount of
students attending the games. I think it would
bring out a whole new group of people. Some
of the worst basketball schools have the
best introductions. I think it is time we do
something different to get our introduction
at the level of our surrounding schools, but
most importantly up to par with the ability
our basketball teams of the past and of the
future,” said the Vice President of the Bums,
Charles Cox ‘20.
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The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover issues that concern its students and the world
around them, and to promote a learning environment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this way the Bulldog Barker strives to involve Sikeston
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty, and administrators.
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What is the ideal Sikeston basketball pre-game intro?
“We should turn off or
turn down the lights, have
fireworks on the scoreboard,
some more smoke, and have
Jaws music playing because
the other team needs to
know not to score on us.”

3

“We should scream random
chants in various languages,
especially in German.”
Alyssa Nolen ‘19

Bryce Miller ‘19

“I think we should add more
smoke, have “get loud” on
the scoreboard, spotlight on
the Bulldogs while they’re
running out of it, dim the
lights, have some louder
music, and announce, “Here
comes the Bulldogs loud.”

“I think the lights should be
shut off and ‘Mo Bamba’
should be playing when the
team runs out of the tunnel to
warm up.”
Charlie Boyce ‘20

Makavia Simmons ‘20
“An ideal pregame intro
would be lights cut out,
spotlights on the Bulldog
tunnel, some hype music,
and lots of fog.”

“We need some spotlights,
some fire, a lot of yelling,
some loud music, and a
Gregg Holifield hologram in
middle of the court.”

Tommy Gilmore ‘21

Desana Brown ‘21

“The lights need to be
out, the music needs to
be louder, we need some
colorful lights, and lots of
confetti.”

“We need to turn off all
of the lights, have some
good music playing,
have spotlights on the
tunnel as the starting five
is announced, and have
party streamers going
everywhere.”

Aubrey Wheeler ‘22

Brian Tims ‘22
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John T. Myres
Reporter

To get students in the spirit of
homecoming, schools across the nation
participate in a district wide spirit week,
and Sikeston is no exception. Many schools
incentivize participation inspirit week
by making it a competition between the
graduating classes. This year, Sikeston added
an entirely new aspect of competition to spirit
week by giving it a “versus” theme.
Monday was “Mathletes vs. Athletes
Day” in which students were expected to
dress in “nerdy” or athletic attire. Tuesday
was “2000s vs. 3000s Day” which ties into
homecoming’s “Back to the Future” theme.
That day, students were to wear clothes from
the early 2000s or futuristic style clothing.
Wednesday was “Hunt or be Hunted Day” in
which students dressed either like hunters or
animals. Thursday was “Country vs. Country
Club Day” where students were either to
dress preppy or wear southern attire. Finally,
Friday was “Red vs. Black” day where
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A banner hanging from olive branches spells out “Spirit Week”

students were encouraged to don their school
colors.
There was a pep assembly held in the
Field House on Friday to further brighten the
mood. The assembly featured performances
from teachers, all of which were coordinated
and led by Mrs. Grojean.
Spirit week is a fun time for students
to express themselves by dressing in a variety
of different fashions, and it is a way to boost
school spirit amongst the students. That school
spirit is essential for tonight’s game against
the Cape Central Tigers. The stakes are very
high for this game, not only because it is our

homecoming game, but because Cape Central
is our fiercest competitor, ranked second in the
state only behind us. On top of that, the two
teams have a rivalry that dates back decades.
Overall, spirit week is a great time at
Sikeston High School. It allows the students to
have fun through creative dress, it ups school
spirit, and it is a fun competition. Make sure
not to get too caught up in the fun of spirit
week though. Make sure to come out and
support the boy’s basketball team tonight as
they face Cape Central. Junior varsity starts at
6:00 p.m. and varsity starts at 7 p.m. and the
games will be held in the Field House.

Snubs, surprises, and stars
Isabelle R. McGill
Reporter

Awards season has been in full
force since the Emmys, and things are now
winding down with the recent announcement
of Academy Award, or Oscar, nominations.
An Academy Award is arguably the most
prestigious prize among the film industry, and
all the biggest names in Hollywood will gather
at the end of the month for the ceremony.
Though winning an Oscar is a dream
of many in Hollywood, hosting the show is
an honor itself. This year’s show is expected
to have a very different feel, however, due
to it being the first without a host in thirty
years. The Academy is relying on their lineup
of presenters to engage the audience after
backlash caused Kevin Hart to step down
from the job.
It is clear the Academy fell in
love with Roma and The Favourite, as each
picked up ten nominations, as anticipated.
More interesting are the many surprises in
the running. Black Panther racked up seven
nominations, including one for best picture,
making it the first superhero movie to earn
one. Yalitza Aparicio (Roma) is nominated for
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The front runners and fan favorites for this year’s Academy Awards.

best actress, showing that Oscar voters may
now be more open to first timers.
Many awards season predictors are
shocked at the names left out of he nominations.
Timothee Chalalmet was snubbed for his
performance in Beautiful Boy, which was
expected to earn him his second nomination.
Perhaps even more surprising was the absence
of Bradley Cooper for best director for A Star
Is Born, despite his campaigning as a director
rather than actor this year. Emily Blunt and
John David Washington were shut out of the
acting categories as well, even though both
earned high praise for their performances.

It is impossible to know who
will win, but Glenn Close, Olivia Colman,
Christian Bale, Rami Malek, Regina King,
and Mahershala Ali are the frontrunners
between actors. Spider-Man: Into the SpiderVerse (best animated feature) and “Shallow”
(best original song, A Star Is Born) are the
only awards that seem to be in the bag. Best
picture is a race between Roma, Green Book,
and The Favourite, but the Academy is not
afraid to shock cinephiles.
Tune in to the Oscars on Sunday,
February 24 at 7 pm to see who will win the
coveted golden statues.
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Homecoming royalty
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Your five Homecoming candidates show their Sikeston pride in their 2000’s or 3000’s outfits.
Gracie L. Barber
Editor

Winter Homecoming week starts
out with spirit week, then the most exciting
basketball game of the season (read more
about that on page 10), then finally ending
with the crowning of the 2019 Homecoming
Queen at the dance. Each year during football,
and basketball season the varsity athletes
nominate 5 girls.
This year the candidates are Zaria
Blissett- Hall, Claire Bonner, Ashley Gilman,
Giselle Galang, and Alyssa Nolen.
The Barker staff had a chance of
asking each of these lovely ladies a different
question about homecoming.
Question: How does it feel to be
nominated?
Alyssa Nolen: “I feel like a little girl
again getting to play dress up like a princess
with my best friends, only now it’s the real
deal. With or without the crown I’m living the
dream.”
Q: How would you feel if you won
Homecoming Queen?
Giselle Galang: “Winning would
make me feel noticed and really appreciated
by the student body, but being chosen to be on
the court out of all the amazing senior girls is
an honor in itself.”
Q: What is one thing you want
people to know about you?
Claire Bonner: “I like to blend into
the background so I was genuinely surprised
when I was nominated for homecoming
queen and I’m very appreciative that my

peers thought of me when nominating!
Q: How does it feel to be nominated
for fall and winter Homecoming?
Zaria Blissett-Hall: “To be nominated
on the homecoming court twice honestly
feels like a dream. I was surprised when I
was nominated and won the first time, so
being nominated for a second time was really
surprising to me.
Q: What are you most excited for
Friday night?
Ashley Gilman: “I’m looking most
forward to spending time with all of my
friends. This is our last homecoming ever and
I want it to be a night to remember!”
Each of these girls are very
active throughout Sikeston High School.
Cheerleading, Student Council, Red Peppers,
and basketball are just a few things that these
girls are involved in.
Since this is their last Homecoming
and last chance at dressing up and participating
in spirit week, each candidate commented on
their feelings about what they will miss most
about the spirit week days, the homecoming
game, and the actual dance.
“Homecoming week is always the
peak of basketball and football and I will miss
the excitement that floods the stands at the
game and watching everyone support their
favorite team,” Claire Bonner said.
“I didn’t participate in Sikeston High
School spirit week often these past four years,
but I wish I would have! It’s so much fun

coming to school dressed up and seeing all the
different things people wear,” Ashley Gilman
said.
“Something I will miss most about
SHS HOCO week is the adrenaline of getting
a Bulldog win and running straight to the
dance after. Something I will miss most about
SHS is how proud everyone is to wear their
red and black be a Sikeston Bulldog,” Alyssa
Nolen said.
“I will miss the whole SHS
homecoming experience from all the fun
spirit week days, to the stress that I have had
to endure the whole week and of course the
pep rallies!” Zaria Blissett-Hall said.
“Homecomings have been a
highlight of high school because seeing people
participate in spirit week is a stress reliever.
Despite all the crazy stress of school, we
essentially have a competition to see who can
embarrass themselves the most, and I always
get a good laugh,” Giselle Galang said.
The queen will be crowned at the
basketball game tonight, February 8, during
half time. Come watch our boys play the most
intense basketball game of the season, but
also to see if who you voted for won winter
homecoming queen.
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A divisive debate
One issue currently facing America
has gained enormous amounts of focus
over the past several years: the issue of
the legalization of marijuana. The debate
over whether or not marijuana should be
legalized was once strongly polarizing;
however, both sides have recently been
willing to partake in discourse over the
topic facing each and every American.
The willingness to debate civilly
over a topic that both sides feel strongly
about has led to compromises being made
to temporarily satisfy both sides. Twentythree states have legalized the use of medical
marijuana, but are still hesitant to legalize
recreational use. Ten states, however, have
legalized both recreational use and medical
use. The downside to the disagreement
and variation among states is that it can
become very confusing to determine

whether or not a given state is a legal state.
The ten states that have fully
legalized any form of marijuana are
Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada,
Colorado, Alaska, Michigan, Maine,
Vermont, and Massachusetts. The twentythree states that have legalized only
medicinal use are Montana, Utah, New
Mexico, Arizona, Oklahoma, North Dakota,
Missouri, Arkansas, Florida, Illinois, West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Connecticut, New York, Minnesota,
Maryland, Ohio, Hawaii, Delaware, and
New Hampshire. The District of Columbia
has also legalized any form of marijuana.
Thirteen states have passed
legislation to decriminalize marijuana,
but have not yet fully legalized it (Vox).
Decriminalization is the act of passing
legislation to lessen punishment for a crime.

For example, if a crime previously carried
a punishment of five years in prison, but is
changed to carry a one year sentence, then
decriminalization of said crime has occurred.
Decriminalization occurs primarily at the
state level, which further increases the
amount of confusion over marijuana laws
from state-to-state. The path to legalization
often begins with decriminalization.
Many believe that marijuana
will eventually be legalized nationally.
Nationwide
approval
of
marijuana
legalization is sitting at an all-time high of
sixty-two percent, according to a recent poll
(Pew Research Center). This likely means
that those who feel that legalization is in
America’s future are correct, because people
hold the ultimate power in our government.
However, this doesn’t stop each side from
continuing to push for their perfect society.

For

Proponents
of
legalization
support the idea of full legalization with no
restrictions whatsoever. The main argument
given is that the government has no right to
restrict the use of a substance that affects only
the adult using the substance. They feel that
marijuana usage has long been stigmatized
as an atrocious act, even though there are
many health benefits. Marijuana has been
used to aid treatment of conditions such
as pain, nausea, anxiety, eating disorders,
cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, and many more
(WebMD).
Another main argument held
by proponents is that is that the sale of
marijuana significantly boosts the economy
in legalized states. For example, Colorado
marijuana sales in 2017, generated a total
of $1.51 billion in revenue for the state (The
Denver Post). Tax revenue generated from
this total goes toward many different social
programs and services which benefit the
community as a whole. Money retained after
taxes are used by distributors to either further
their business or stimulate the economy.
Those that support legalization
tend to be Libertarians or Democrats,
although, some Republicans support it as
well. People in this category usually value
personal freedom, with little care as to what
another person does, so long as it doesn’t
affect anyone else.

Against

Opponents of legalization disagree
with marijuana usage and believe that it
should be either completely outlawed, or
only allowed for medicinal use. Their main
argument is that marijuana use heavily
impairs your behavior. They believe that
while under the influence, people can easily
become agitated or aggressive, leading to
criminal activity. According to a study carried
out in Sacramento, California, fifty-four
percent of people arrested for crimes were
under the influence of marijuana (McClatchy
DC Bureau). In their eyes, marijuana holds
the power to corrupt communities and
misguide the youth, ruining their future.
Another main argument given by
this side is that marijuana is a “gateway
drug.”A gateway drug is defined as, “a drug
whose use is thought to lead to the use of, and
dependence on, a harder drug,” (MerriamWebster). They feel that, by using marijuana,
a person’s life will begin a snowball effect
leading to hardcore addiction. However, this
has been a very hard notion to prove over the
course of many studies carried out by many
different organizations.
Those that oppose legalization tend
to be primarily Republican. Republicans’
holding of conservative ideologies along
with the religious values shaping many of
their lives lead them to oppose a topic such
as this.

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter
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• February
8-9 District
Wrestling
Tournament
• February 12 JV/V
basketball
• February 14
Valentine’s Day
• February 15
Half-Day/
Key Club
meeting
• February 18
Presidents Day
• February 22
Youth In Government Day
• February 7 NHS
Meeting

Barker Bites

SCTC News

Sikeston Career and Technology
Center, SCTC, has had a busy year so far. As
we head into the Spring it gets busier with
competitions for SkillsUSA, FBLA, DECA
and FFA. SCTC hosted 100 students from
the Southeast District Career and Technology
Centers, for the district competition.
Competitions range from Baking, Welding
Fabrication, Nurse Assisting, Screen Printing,
to Interview skills, and Customer service.
The top 2 winners of each category will be
competing at State competition in April.
FBLA had 34 students competing in
several categories at their district competition.
Austin Crawford, Giselle Galang, Emily
Boyd, Dalton Merritt, Josiah Degen, Kierston
Chessor, Raghad Alkilani, Jay Lape, Ella
Crader, and Claire Bonner, will be moving
on to State Competition in April. DECA will
soon be competing in their district competition
at Southeast Missouri State University. 62
students will be representing Sikeston High
School at this event.
FFA has FFA week starting February
19-22, highlighting the careers and ideas of
FFA. Along with upcoming competitions that
include leadership, and agricultural skills
that will have 25 students competing. Those
successful at districts will then move on to
compete at State Convention at the end of April.
Project Lead the Way: Engineering
classes also had 12 compete in a bridge building
competition. Students use a limited amount of
balsa wood and glue to build bridges to hold as
much weight as possible. While not bringing
home a top place win, Warren Chinwuko’s
bridge held 36.6lbs.
Along with the competitions our
students are preparing for, SCTC is also helping
students with “soft skills,” basic skills that
are required in any workplace. Teachers are
focusing on specific topics for “Work Force
Wednesdays,” where a couple of teachers
focus on a specific skill and teach it to different
groups of students. These students then rotate

Mary Alsup
SCTC Counselor

teachers to receive instruction on the major
“soft skills” areas.
Activity tours are a big part of this
time of year. SCTC hosted approximately 200
Sikeston Sophomores, taking “classes” they
might be interested in. Upcoming sending
school tours will be hosting sophomores from
Bernie, Bell City, Charleston, Bloomfield,
Dexter, East Prairie, Portageville, Richland,
and Scott County Central. Mr. King also hosts
activity tours for school administrators, school
board members, and community members.
Even with the many events spring
brings to SCTC, students will still perform in
their classes. Students continue to provide
maintenance and repair to vehicles, cater many
school events, build fire pits, trailers, educate
pre-school children, care for the elderly, and
print shirts. The construction class has built
podiums, dug outs for the soccer fields, and just
completed building a playhouse.
Collision Repair is continuing to work
on the give- away vehicle for perfect attendance,
preparing it to look good as new for the lucky
student at the end of the year. While Digital
Media produces webcasts of basketball games.
These can be viewed on the SPS-TV YouTube
channel, just search for “SPS-TV Sikeston High
School.”

Digging Up Bones

5 Years Ago
Charlie L. Cox
Reporter
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In February of
2014, the Bond Issue
failed to pass. The Bond
Issue was going to allow
new schools to be built
in Sikeston.

10 Years Ago

In February of
2010, aid was sent from
all over the world to help
Haiti recover from the
massive 7.0 magnitude
earthquake.

20 Years Ago

On February
12th, 1999, the five week
impeachment process of
President Bill Clinton
came to an end. Clinton
was acquitted.

February 8, 2019
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Lady dogs prepare for districts
Shelby F. Hodgkiss
Reporter

With only two weeks left to prepare
for districts, the clock is ticking. The Lady
Bulldogs are working harder than ever.
“We have been working on our
weaknesses in practice, and focusing on the
things we need to do in order to shut out the
best teams in our district,” Senior, Sydney
Stark said.
With the stress that comes with
preparing for districts, it helps to surround
yourself with others who you can always
count on, and with those who help to lighten
the mood during those tough practices.
“The best part about being on the
team is definitely the people around you.
Everyone is always there for each other
despite the differences we may have. They are
all so funny and can be so goofy, there’s really
is no other way to describe it. In the end, we
always work really well together as a team”
Miranda Witt ‘19 said.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Girls Basketball.

Sikeston Lady Dogs pose for a team picture.

Along with being dependable
for your teammates, leadership is another
important quality no matter what time of the
season you are in.
“The best part about being a senior is
getting to be a leader for the younger players.
Being able to push and encourage them to be
the best they can be is another plus” Stark ‘19
said.
The determination this team has will

go with them much further than any basketball
season, as will the many leadership skills that
have been passed on through the girls.
The Lady Dogs won their game this
past Tuesday 80-72, against Scott County
Central. They look to play the Cape Central
Tigers and St. Genevieve to end their regular
season. Districts will be held at Cape Central
High School this year starting on February
26.

Unity in Adversity
Grant L. Stoner
Reporter

As the Wrestling season is coming
to an end the road to state is just beginning.
The boys’ wrestling team is preparing for
districts, which will take place this weekend
in Farmington.
The girls’ wrestling team had their
districts last weekend. They competed fiercely
having one wrestler qualify for state.
The boys team season has lead up
to this weekend. The top four wrestlers that
make it out of districts qualify for state.
The team placed 3rd overall in the
SEMO conference.
Kate Grubbs ‘22 qualified for state
as a freshman. This marks the first time
a girl wrestler has made state in the first
year Missouri made it a competitive sport.
Missouri is only the ninth state to make it a
sport at a championship level.
The first female state qualifier in
school history is not the only milestone the
wrestling team has witnessed ths season.
Quincy Nelson ‘19 and Josh Rishton ‘19
both achieved the goal of 100 career wins.
They will look to increase on that amount

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Athletics
Sikeston Wrestling on Senior Night.

along with seniors Trent Elliot ‘19 and Tyreke
Jamison ‘19 who are close to 100 career
wins.
Coach Angle is confident in his
teams chances at districts.				
‘We’re coming off a third place finish
at SEMO conference where we saw several
guys have some success. I don’t believe all of
our wrestlers had an ideal weekend, but it gave
us a good gauge of where we are and what we
need to do to get to where we want to be by
districts. At this point in the season, it’s more
about making sure we’re healthy and cleaning

up little things in our technique. I think
we’ll have some guys in good positioning to
qualify for the state tournament. It always a
dog fight to get out of districts, but I think our
guys are more than capable of getting the job
done. Anything can happen at districts or in a
single match; top seeded guys get knocked off
every year, but I expect all of our guys to put
together a few good matches which will lead
to them being state qualifiers. We’d also like
to make a push for a team trophy. Teams like
Farmington, Pacific, and Rockwood Summit
always have solid guys throughout the line up
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Silly kitties, wins are for Bulldogs
Clark C. Steward
Reporter

Tonight, February 8, the Sikeston
Bulldogs will host the Cape Central Tigers
in Sikeston’s most important match-up of the
season thus far. The Bulldogs, coming into
the game 19-0, need this win to help secure
the number one seed in the upcoming district
tournament. The district tournament will
be held at Cape Central High School from
February 23 through March 2.
Besides the district number one seed,
the winner will also most likely win the SEMO
Conference regular season championship. All
of this is leading up to what could be the game
of the year in Southeast Missouri.
With all of that being said, this game
will not be an easy one for the Bulldogs.
Even though the Bulldogs beat the Tigers
in the SEMO Conference Tournament
Championship, Cape is coming into the game
with a record of 17-2.
Cape Central is being led by seniors
Chauncey Hughes ‘19 and Kinyon Hodges
‘19. Expect the Tigers to rely heavily on
Hughes and Hodges in this game.
The Bulldogs, on the other hand,
have no one or two star players. All five of
the starters average more than ten points per
game.
This season, Gregg Holifield has
typically only gone one to two players deep
into his bench. Coach Holifield said, “As I
like to say, I feel like I have six starters, and I
prefer to have five of those six on the court.”
On Friday, the Bulldogs may be
forced to go deeper into their bench than
usual. Junior, Clark Steward suffered a knee
injury on Monday, January 21, at the Fort
Zumwalt Tournament. It is unsure if or when
Steward may return this season.
Since his injury, fellow junior,
Nicholas Harrison has been one of the players
forced to step up and fill in some minutes.
“These are the moments you play
basketball for. A Friday night homecoming
game against Cape Central is exciting. My
teammates and I can’t wait for this game. It’s
been circled on our calendars for months,”
Harrison ‘20 said.
With the Bulldogs new found depth,

Photo Courtesy of Glenn Landberg

Former Sikeston basketball player, Dominique Dyes drives past Cape Central’s Al Young in February 2016.

this game is not the same scenario as the last
Bulldog win. The Bulldogs will likely have a
different strategy as well.
Sikeston’s Kevin Jones ‘19 has
played the Tigers more than a few times in his
four years. When asked about the match-up,
Jones said, “It means a lot. We have built a big
rivalry with Cape Central these last few years.
When you have the number one and two teams
in Class 4 playing against each other, it leads
to a big game.”
The Bulldogs are coming into this
game ranked number one in the Missouri
Basketball Coaches Association poll for Class
4, and the Tiger are ranked second in the same
poll.
Jones has had his share of ups and
down in this rivalry. When asked about his
history with the Tigers, Jones points out,
“They ended our undefeated season my
freshman year, and I don’t want to let that
happen again this time.”
In 2016, the Bulldogs came into a
game against Cape Central with a 19-0 record
as well. In that game the Tigers ended the
Bulldogs’ undefeated system by defeating the
Bulldogs 73-63 behind Cape Central senior,
Al Young’s 23 points and 13 rebounds.
Later in the season Sikeston would
get its revenge when they defeated Cape in the
District Championship. Sikeston would go on
that season to finish fourth in the state.
Last year’s district championship
may have been the most exciting game
between these two team in the history of this

Sikeston narrowly escaped that game with a
victory after Trey Jenkins ‘19 blocked the shot
of Cape Central’s Kinyon Hodges ‘19.
One of Sikeston’s biggest assets in
this game is their coaching staff. Sikeston
head coach Gregg Holifield has been coaching
the squad since the 1998-1999 season. Since
that season, Sikeston has an astounding
record of 27-9 against the Tigers. Seven of
those Bulldog wins have come in the district
playoffs.
In their last game against Saxony
Lutheran, the Bulldogs handled the Crusaders
rather easily. The Bulldogs won the game by a
final score of 91-51.
On top of the win, Sikeston’s Trey
Jenkins scored his 1,000 point early in the
third quarter.
No doubt, Jenkins will be a huge
factor in this next game. In the first match-up,
Jenkins led the Bulldogs in scoring with 18
points and added 6 rebounds and 5 blocks as
well. Sikeston will also need him to play well
defensively in order to guard Kinyon Hodges.
In their first match-up, Hodges
chipped 26 points and was assisted by strong
showings from Chauncey Hughes, who had 17
points, and Doreante Tucker, with 15 points.
This is quite possibly the most
important game of the season for the Bulldogs.
The game will take place tonight, February 8
in the Field House. JV will start at 6. Varsity
will begin immediately after. On top of the
game, Homecoming Court will be announced
in between the two games.
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Thirty seconds of glory
“Bandwagoning”
Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Sports Editor

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Cardi B says that Pepsi is more than “okay.”

Grace O. Blanton
Reporter

For many people, their favorite
part of the Super Bowl are the commercials.
Commercials cost over five million dollars
for a thirty second spot, so every company
competes for their viewers’ attention, so
these are the top ten commercials for Super
Bowl LIII.
Avocados from Mexico was number
ten. This commercial was like a dog pageant,
but the dog owners were in the pageant. Also,
the dogs were the judges for the pageant.
Bud Light was number nine. Bud
light crossed their brand with Game of
Thrones. The characters are jousting, and of
them is names Bud Night. He loses the battle.
At the end, Game of Thrones comes across
the screen, as well as the logo of Bud Light.
Verizon was number eight. This
commercial was about a firefighter. He
meets the responders who saved him in a
car accident, and it was a miracle that he
survived. He talks about his thankfulness for
the responders. The commercial ends with
Verizon saying they are the most reliable
phone company.
Google was number seven. Google
showed the struggles for veterans to find
a job after returning from serving. It talks
about the number the veterans are tied to that
makes finding a job so hard. Google says that
they can make the search easier.
Budweiser was number six.
Budweiser always has a sappy commercial
about a dog. This year, it was about the

Dalmatian that sits on top of the carriage. It
has happy music in the back ground, so the
commercial is enjoyable to watch.
Hyundai was number five. Their
commercial had an elevator that stopped
at different events for each level. This
commercial was very comical.
Microsoft was number four.
Microsoft shows disabled children, and has
a focus on one boy. He talks about his love
for video games, and how it is his way to
communicate and play with others. Microsoft
came out with a controller that helps him play.
NFL has the third best commercial.
This was about a banquet with past and
present football players. A football falls off
the cake, and the players fight for grabs of the
ball.
Pampers was number two. Pampers
had John Legend singing while changing
his child’s diaper. Other singers are singing
along. It ends with Adam Levine also singing
as he changes his daughter’s diaper.
Pepsi had the best Super Bowl LIII
commercial. Pepsi advertised how their brand
was more than “Is Pepsi okay?” using Steve
Carell, Lil Jon, and Cardi B. This commercial
provided a comical approach to a very
common question in restaurants.
The 2019 Super Bowl had
commercials that were top notch. Americans
tune in two see what brands came up with.
So that only begs one question: which
commercial caught your eye?

What is a bandwagon, you may be
thinking. The definition of a bandwagon used
in sports terminology is to join in on others by
doing or supporting something that is likely to
be successful.
In most cases this happens in the
sports world. When popular players switch
teams, or when your favorite team is not
doing so well, those so called “fans” decide
they do not want to root for that team any
longer. When they decide to change from
teams they once supported, more than likely,
their new favorite team will be a better team
or in the worst cases of “band-wagoning,” it
will be the best team.
If you are any type of sports fan, this
is frowned upon, but accepted because A LOT
of people do this and it is considered normal.
For example, people are “okay” with those
who did not even know of the Golden State
Warriors until they won the NBA finals. With
one of the most stacked teams ever, their fan
base grew tremendously. People think, “The
warriors are super good now, so I think I am
going to root for them.”
My opinion on band-wagoning is
that I absolutely dislike it. I strongly believe
that no matter what sports background you
come from, we all start out with “our team”.
The team we strongly support ever since we
started watching sports. For example, I have
been a UNC basketball fan ever since I was
6 years old, and my Dad watched them on
TV all the time. If I told you that I liked UNC
basketball, you would immediately think
“wow they are always good at basketball”
and probably think that I’m a band-wagoner
because I support a great basketball team.
Most people don’t know how I really started
watching them.
We can’t forget that there are real
fans out there that have always backed up
certain teams. My advice to you is, “Don’t be
a band-wagoner. It just isn’t cool.”
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Coach Holifield’s 500th win

Photo Courtesy of Debbie Miller

The Sikeston boys basketball coaching staff poses with Coach Holifield and a special game ball to commemorate the win.

Photo Courtesy of Debbie Miller

Students hold a banner and signs to congratulate Coach Holifield on his 500th career win.

Photo Courtesy of Debbie Miller

Coach Holified poses with his supportive family.

