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 The ACT is an entrance exam 
used by most colleges and universities to 
make admissions decisions. The idea (in 
theory, at least) is to provide colleges with 
one common criterion that can be used to 
compare all applicants. Other important 
factors that schools consider in their ad-
missions decisions are your high school 
GPA, academic transcripts, letters of rec-
ommendation, interviews and personal 
essays.
 The ACT is composed of four 
different subjects: English, Reading, 
Math and Science, as well as an option-
al 40-minute writing test. Some schools 
may require the writing test, so be sure to 
ask before you take it.
 “The ACT is so important, be-
cause admissions use it to judge your aca-
demic preparedness for college. It is also 
important, because it could lead to a full 
ride at some schools and generous schol-
arships at others,” college advisor Renelle 
Theard said. 
 The ACT is currently offered 
nationally every year in the months of 
September, October, December, Febru-
ary, April and June. Thankfully, there are 
several programs available within our 
community designed to help students 
raise their score. They are all free and ac-
cessible to everyone. 

 A good example of one of 
our local programs is the ACT Blitz. 
The ACT Blitz is offered to students in 
the weeks leading up to the test. It is 
an all-day program with four different 
sections with each section tailored to a 
specific subject.
 “Based on data that we can ac-
cess, the average score of all Sikeston 
High School juniors who have taken 
the ACT for the state since 2015 has 
increaded by 1.1 points. This is sig-
nificant. All of the juniors from 2015 
until present have participated in the 
ACT Blitz provided by Sikeston High 
School. The 2018 juniors will also at-
tend one ACT Blitz sessions before the 
April 3 test,” Libby Caskey, Sally Lape, 
and Wanda Throop, three of our acad-
mic coaches, said. 

 The ACT Blitz is a very impor-
tant and helpful resource offered here at 
Sikeston High School. Statistics show 
that students generally have a “problem 
subject” that keeps them from raising 
their scores. Consequentially, their com-
posite score isn’t always as high as they 
want it to be. 
 “I found the ACT Blitz to be re-
ally helpful and I think that it will help me 
raise my score in the future. They gave us 
[participating students] lots of effective 
strategies when it came to managing your 
time while testing,” Shelby Hodgkiss ‘20 
said. 
 If you’re going to take the ACT, 
make sure you spend some time prepar-
ing. Preparing for the future begins now. 
If we want to succeed, the motivation has 
to come from within. 

Abby E. Vaught
Co-Editor

Preparing for the Future
  200 Pine Sikeston, MO February 9, 2018
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The academic coachs at the Sikeston High School; Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Caskey, Mrs. Lape, and Mrs. 
Throop, offer the ACT Blitz to students hoping to increase their ACT scores. 
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2 Editorial

Underage Gambling:  A Losing Hand

 Minors, especially teenagers, are at 
an interesting point of development in their 
lives. They are breaking away from their 
previously established ideals and hobbies to 
explore new and mysterious areas of life that 
they weren’t exposed to by their guardians. 
They are naturally attracted to that which was 
forbidden to them, and in a world of video 
games and social media, the shiny dynamic 
of the casino (digital or otherwise) is awfully 
alluring.
 Humans are resilient creatures. We 
form habits and won’t break them without a 
fight. Minors, especially teenagers, are per-
haps the most stubborn of us. We go where 
we are told not to simply because we were 
told not to, and we’d probably touch a hot 
stove just because our mothers tried to stop 
us from doing so. It follows that gambling, a 
taboo practice in many households, would be 
the perfect avenue for rebellion.
 Underage gambling, after all, is a 
rather attractive crime. Like the pirating of 
movies, the harmful effects on society are not 
initially visible, and the rewards are immedi-
ate. The underage gambler does not see the 
harm being done, but still gets to feel the rush 
of illegal activity. Put another way, he feels 
the stakes without having to cash in. What he 
doesn’t realize is that the house always wins.
 The idea of betting is not new to 
many minors. We grow up hearing “I’ll bet 
you that” and “how much do you want to 
bet?” There is something natural about evalu-
ating chance and taking risks. After all, no 
risk means no reward. But when minors start 
betting their limited money, they can get into 
some serious trouble.
 Gambling, in and of itself, is not 
inherently destructive. The addiction to gam-
bling and the irresponsible use of the pastime 
is what gets people into trouble. The extra 

Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

malleability of those under the age of twenty-
one makes these minors especially susceptible 
to develop these unhealthy habits.
 Personal finance is an area where 
many students are significantly lacking in 
knowledge. With their limited financial wis-
dom, they simply cannot handle the responsi-
bility that should accompany gambling. They 
are less likely to hold a stable or high-paying 
job, so they oftentimes do not have the money 
to fall into addictive gambling. They may sim-
ply be spending money that they do not have. 
This money could be put to better use for gas 
payments, saving for college, or even nonad-
dictive, legal recreational activities.
 Minors around the world have ac-
cess to smart phones, tablets, or computers. 
There are a plethora of apps available that 
simulate gambling through the use of in-game 
currency.  In playing these games, the youth 
learn the concept of gambling, and the tech-
niques. They become familiarized with the 
atmosphere and the terminology. While this 
does not involve risking one’s money in the 
real world and is not inherently dangerous, it 
acts as a segue to the real thing.
 As we move deeper into the 21st cen-
tury, technology becomes an even more prom-
inent part of our youth’s lives. Two year olds 
have tablets and elementary school children 
have smart phones. Internet access is almost 
as important a commodity as food, and social 
interactions have been largely digitalized. Mi-
nors are becoming increasingly familiar with 
the internet, and there are no security guards 
to escort them out of a digital casino.
 At best, the underage gambler faces 
consequences and moves past illegal gam-
bling. At worst, gambling can seriously haunt 
them for the rest of their lives, sucking in 
time, energy, and money. What many minors 
do not understand is that underage gambling 
is illegal for a reason: the stakes are just too 
high. The underage gambler needs to deal out 
fast and seek help, or the authorities may one 
day call his/her bluff.

The Bulldog 
Barker

February 9, 2018

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Reporter

Garrett Smith
Guest Reporter

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter
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The Dangers of Underage Gambling:  Student Opinions
“Underage gambling is a bad idea. 
Teenagers don’t have fully developed 
brains and so have impaired decision 
making. Adult gambling addictions 
are common so I could see how easy 
it would be for a teenager to become 
addicted to gambling.”

“Underage gambling isn’t something 
I think about often, but I know it is 
highly addicting for adults and that 
teens can form bad habits. It should be 
discouraged in assemblies or health 
class like underage drinking is.”

“I think it’s definitely a problem. Teen-
agers get so caught up in something 
that is so toxic when they already gen-
erally have a low income. I think a way 
to fight underage gambling would be 
more intense and thorough identity 
checks at casinos.”

Olivia Grant, ‘21

Warren Chinwuko, ‘20

Aaron Mays, ‘19

Spencer Clay, ‘21

Brynna Wiese, ‘20

Fadel Alkalani, ‘18

“I think it is an over-looked issue. People 
don’t realize it is as addicting as drink-
ing or smoking, and underage gambling 
can put your future in danger. Teenagers 
should be made aware it is a problem and 
warned against it.”

“Underage gambling is dangerous because 
it allows impulsive teenagers to focus 
more on the present than the future. It is 
the easy way out and could trick them into 
thinking they do not need a good educa-
tion to earn money.”

“Personally, I haven’t seen it be a serious 
issue with my family or my peers and I 
haven’t heard about it in news or other 
media. But I could certainly see it become 
an issue if a teenager got wrapped up in 
it, the same way it becomes a problem for 
adults.”

“Honestly, I don’t think that underage gam-
bling is an issue. Even as teenagers, the 
people placing bets know that there is a risk 
of losing and it’s not like we have a huge in-
come to blow anyway. And hey, if you win 
that’s just more money for you.”

“At such a young age I do not think 
we know enough about money, and  
the risks associated with addiction 
that comes with gambling, to make 
informed decisions about it. It could 
lead teenagers to bad situations.”

Natalee Fennel, ‘18

Emma Jones, ‘19
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photo courtesy of Daniel Byrd
Grace Foust  ‘19 crowns senior, Moesha Sherrell as Homecoming Queen at Friday 
nights Homecoming game. 

photo courtesy of Daniel Byrd 
Seniors Amber Dukes, Kylie Hutcheson, Katherine Lape, Allison Miles, and Madelyn 

Seabaugh pose for a picture at the Homecoming game. 

 Not only did students show off their 
Bulldog spirit by dressing up throughout the 
week, they also got to vote for their Winter 
Homecoming Queen. Being choosen as Home-
coming queen, someone who has the oppurtu-
nity to represent the students of SHS is quite an 
honor. 
 Before the big game on Friday night, 
during eighth period, we had our annual Home-
coming Assembly. It featured everything from 
our Homeocming Court to the cheerleaders’ 
stomp routine, and the class winner. The Fresh-
man won having dressed up the most during the 
week. 
 The 2018 Winter Homecoming queen 
candidates were Gloria Bennett, Brianna Co-
chran, Natalee Fennell, Emily Limbaugh, Moe-
sha Sherrell, and Mackenzie Yant. The Winter 
Homecoming queen was announced before the 
start of the varsity game on Friday night. Moe-
sha Sherrell, Homecoming queen, describes the 
feeling. 

   This past week was an exciting one at SHS; 
it was Homecoming Week! Throughout the week 
students expressed their Bulldog pride by dressing 
up for various spirit days as well as voting for this 
years’ Homecoming Queen. To top it all off, Home-
coming week ended with a Bulldog win as well as a 
dance.
 Leading up to last Friday night’s Bulldog 
win were spirit days sponsored by Student Coun-
cil. The spirit days for last week were as follows: 
‘Merica Monday (Red, White, and Blue), Take it 
Back (Decade) Tuesday, Dress for Success Wednes-
day, Jersey Thursday, and Wear Red and Black and 
Give Back Friday.
 “Our students actually came up with the 
idea of having a day dedicated to giving back. Quite 
frankly, it surprised me that they volutarilly wanted 
to use one of their spirit days to give back and do  
good for people who are less fortunate. They did a 
great job of getting the word out and the administra-
tors did as well,” Kasey Reeder, Student Council 
sponsor said. 

Homecoming Week Festivities 
 “Being nominated made me extremely 
happy, so you can imagine how I felt when I won.
When I heard MY name called as the Winter 
Homecoming queen, I was so overjoyed. I have 
never won anything like this, so it was wonderful. 
I am very thankful for this oppurtunity, ” Sherrell 
said. 
 The Homecoming game was against the 
Poplar Bluff Mules. The Bulldogs came out on top 
with a score of 74-56. This win gave the crowd 
and students the exciting feeling leading into the 
Homecoming Dance. The week long festivities led 
up to the infamous night, that was filled with a lot 
of fun. 
 “I had a great time at Homecoming. The 
day was a good day as we won the game. I ended 
the night dancing with friends, having the time of 
my life. What more could you ask for? I will be 
reading to do it all again next year,” Kelli Dukes 
‘20 said. 
 And just like that yet another successful 
Homecoming week comes to an end. 
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  With Valentine’s Day coming up it could be 
a great time for a lot of people, but for some it could 
be a hard time. I am glad that I’m single on Valen-
tine’s Day because this means I don’t have to buy 
anyone anything, and my grandma always gets me 
chocolate for Valentine’s so for me it’s a “win, win.”  
To the people who get sad on Valentine’s Day think 
of it like this:   you can save so much money!  Choco-
late is expensive enough, and then some people 
feel like they have to buy other things like flowers, 
jewelry, etc., so now you don’t have to buy anything!
 On average, the money spent on Valen-
tine’s day is 13,290,000,000 dollars, and that is crazy 
to think about.  I know my wallet is thanking me 
because I’m already struggling with money.   Statis-
tics show that 61% of people have a Valentines’ dates 
and the other 49% are knees deep in ice cream and 
watching movies alone. (Ice cream for one though is 
a lot cheaper then  ice cream for two.)
 Also, Valentine’s Day is on a Wednesday, 
so, I mean come on--if it were a Friday or a Saturday 
then it would be sort-of sad, but not a Wednesday.  
 Another bad thing about this holiday is 
that all kinds of relationship “stuff ” will be blasted 
all over social media,.  Like, if you haven’t been in a 
relationship for more than 6 months, then don’t post 
anything because it’s not special.  In all seriousness,  I 
hope all of you have a Happy Valentine’s Day!

Will Talk 
all colleges accept all scholarships, so before 
you apply, you need to have an idea of what col-
lege you are wanting to attend. 
 There are scholarships for all different 
people with various backgrounds, and intersts.  
Just doing a basic search for scholarship op-
tions will yeild many options. There are also 
scholarships for different interst groups such as:   
National Rice Month Scholarship, Tall Clubs 
International  Scholarship, Clowns of America 
International Scholarship, and many other ones. 
Many of these are very competitive, so starting 
junior year will give applicants a head start.
 Many applications for scholarships 
require you to write an essay. Some are about 
you and your life, others are about current world 
events. Some scholarships just require a few 
questions to be answered. Every application is 
different, so you never know what to expect.
 Juniors, start looking at scholarship ap-
plications and colleges. The earlier you begin to 
look and start applying, the more prepared you 
will be before the last year of high school. Se-
niors, it might not be too late for certain scholar-
ships also. Don’t stop looking for scholarships 
until you are absolutely positive that you have 
enough money to make your life easier.     

 Many seniors cannot wait to get to col-
lege, however, there are many steps between then 
and now. A major step in preparing for college is 
completing scholarship deadlines.  Scholarships as-
sist students in paying for college. There are many 
scholarships that you can start applying for at the end 
of your junior year. Starting early gives you a jump 
start and prepares you for when senior year comes 
around. 
 The more scholarships you apply for, the 
less you have to pay for college.  This helps parents 
out financially, especially because they are normally 
the ones who paying for college. 
 According to the College Board, during 
2017-2018, the average cost of tuition was $34,740 
at private colleges, $25,620 for out-of-state resi-
dents, and only $9,970 for in-state residents. Be-
cause of costs like these, most students benefit from 
some type of financial aid.
 Scholarships do come with  responsibility 
though. Certain GPA requirements and attendance 
are often required elements for many of them. Not 

Students are offered the oppurtunity to start scholarship applications as early as their Freshman year. It is best to start early, 
because then you’ll have the oppurtity to recieve more money.

photo courtesy of google images

Scholarship Season
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#WeKnow: 

Being made aware of your privilege is an uncomfortable 
thought. 
 The use of the word privilege has recently become 
extremely politicized, but the literal definition is: a special 
right, advantage, or immunity granted or available only to 
a particular person or group of people. Viewed from this 
perspective, few can successfully argue that men are not 
given certain privileges in today’s society, the same way 
it is obvious that white people have privilege over people 
of color. Michelle Williams was paid less than  a tenth of a 
percent of what her male co-star Mark Wahlberg made for 
reshooting scenes of their new movie All the Money in the 
World, after predator Kevin Spacey was hastily replaced 
by Christopher Plummer. It was discovered she  was being 
paid $80 dollars a day while Mark was given over $1.5 
million.
 This is not a rare occurrence. The wage gap per-
sists in America’s economy, but the most obvious example 
is that of Hollywood. Forbes made a list of the top 30 
highest paid stars of 2017, and the first half of the list was 
entirely male. Mark Wahlberg, the number one highest 
paid actor, pulled in $68 million. In contrast, Emma Stone 
was the highest paid actress, and she made $26 million. 
That is still a lot of money, but it pales in comparison 
to her male competitors. Amazingly, the list featured no 
women of color - the top actresses of Hollywood are all 
white. In a job where many women are routinely objecti-
fied and acting abilities can take a backseat to looks, it is 
easy for careers to be derailed for speaking out against 
inequality. Many female stars speak of their hesitance to 
meet producers or directors alone. The fact that male stars 
rarely worry about the same issue is an example of privi-
lege.
 If being made aware of your privilege makes you 
uncomfortable, the correct action is not to hide your head 
in the sand and ignore the issue, but to examine how you 
can use your privilege to help those who need it. White 
women must help women of color, who often face in-
creased harassment and fetishization for being “exotic”. 
For men, this means speaking up against sexual assault 
and harassment, even if you don’t think it affects you...

 There can be no doubt that the past year has been 
a whirlwind of social change and unrest. Among the many 
events that made up 2017 and launched 2018, perhaps one 
of the most hotly debated was that of sexual assault and 
harassment. Times Magazine named “The Silence Break-
ers” as their Person of the Year - celebrating the ones who 
broke the barrier of discussing sexual harassment. We saw 
the fall of Harvey Weinstein, Kevin Spacey, and many 
other powerful men, like a domino effect of retribution. 
The attitude among survivors was that they had to speak 
now or risk forever holding their stories in, waiting for 
the platform to become “relevant” again. The result was a 
literal cascade of accusations and swift punishments deliv-
ered where before there was nothing. 
 The #MeToo movement went viral; women shared 
their stories to allow the world to see just how common 
sexual harassment really is. The Golden Globes had their 
famous dress code, with many of the attendees dressed in 
black to stand in solidarity with victims. Yet it was this 
event that perhaps best illustrates the most lacking part of 
the movement: the men. 
 This is not an attack on men. So many fight ha-
rassment and assault on a global level. But there is a dam-
aging and pervasive attitude that things like sexual assault 
and domestic violence are solely “women’s issues”. Not 
only does this perpetuate the harmful stereotype that men 
can’t be victims of sexual assault or domestic violence, 
(spoiler alert: they can) but it also allows men to distance 
themselves from the true root of the issue. The Golden 
Globes is a prime example. Choosing to wear black was a 
bold and empowered decision...for the women. The men, 
as anybody who has ever seen a tuxedo can recall, have 
dressed in black every single year since the dawn of fancy 
menswear. This allowed them to scrape the bottom of the 
activism barrel by doing exactly what they were going to 
do anyway, and then congratulate themselves. Yet no man 
who accepted an award that night took the time to discuss 
the issue of sexism and sexual assault. 
 Granted, perhaps these men just didn’t know what 
to say, or didn’t feel it was their place to speak. But this 

because the truth is that it does.
 Everybody has a mother. Men have friends, 
girlfriends, sisters, daughters. But you should not speak 
up solely because of your connections to certain women. 
Fathers with daughters should have realized women were 
people long before becoming responsible for one. Those 
who speak up because a sister was catcalled while you 
were both out on the street together but stay silent when 
a nameless stranger is harassed, or  a white women who 
speaks against assault but ignores the fact that statistics of 
rape are higher for women of color and disabled women 
are only seeing half of the issue, and not the heart of it. 
 They are not women’s issues. They are human 
issues. They are human issues because people claimed 
the current attitude of not allowing sexual harassment 
is going “too far” and becoming “a witch hunt” shortly 
before Larry Nassar was found guilty of attacking more 
than 100 girls and women, and that years of accusations 
had been ignored. They are human issues because male 
victims of rape and harassments are often ignored and 
belittled for not acting more masculine. They are human 
issues because it was recently discovered that members of 
Congress were using hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
taxpayer money to settle their personal sexual harassment 
lawsuits - meaning we are all literally and figuratively pay-
ing for the normalization of harassment. Women can not 
fight harassment and inequality by themselves. They have 
tried. Speaking out, making issues known, and keeping the 
platform relevant are all tasks women have been undertak-
ing for years. But when half the population refuses to join 
the fight, progress is frustratingly slow.
 Still, we are making progress, but it will not be 
enough until everyone is fighting the issue. There is a 
#MeToo movement, but is it not also time for a #WeKnow 
movement, one that acknowledges how rampant assault 
has become and what people in a position of privilege can 
do to fight it? Speak up, and speak out. Because issues 
like this never affect just one group. They affect us all, 
whether we see it or not. Boys and girls, men and women, 
will all benefit from the results - but we will not see them 
until we truly fight. 

 A Place of Privilege
unveils a new level of problematic facts, and reveals their 
often willful ignorance and blindness. Sexual harassment 
has not simply existed only in the past few years. It has al-
ways been there, one of the dark clouds dogging the steps 
of the country. Just look at the Weinstein scandal: his vile 
acts continued for more than twenty years. This was not 
because he was a master of deception who successfully hid 
every encounter. It’s because people saw what was hap-
pening and ignored it. The idea that men have just not seen 
sexual assault and harassment until now is just not logical. 
Even more illogical is that they refuse to speak about it, 
as if sticking their heads down will help anything when 
so often sexual harassment and assault only stops when 
someone else steps in. 
 I understand that discussing issues like this is 
hard. It is not an easy conversation to have, and it makes 
people feel uncomfortable. But we should be discussing 
it precisely because of the discomfort it brings: you feel 
uncomfortable because you know it is wrong, and that if 
you closely examine what women are discussing as harass-
ment, you might realize things you don’t want to realize. 

                                “Tolerance of intolerance enables oppression.” 
- DaShanne Stokes

Photos and statistics credit to Cornell Univer-
sity and Google Images
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 Super Bowl LII was once 
again an instant classic. For what 
seems like the 30th year in a row, 
Bill Belichick, Tom Brady, and the 
New England Patriot’s came into 
the game after a dominant regular 
season, sporting a 13-3 record and 
a heavy favorite to beat the Eagles 
and win their 6th ring. 
 The Eagles came into the 
game heavy underdogs after los-
ing their starting quaterback, Car-
son Wentz to injury on Dec. 10th.
They would then lean on former St. 
Louis Ram, Nick Foles to to lead 
them. And that he did. After win-
ning the game, and becoming just 
1 of 2 quarterbacks to ever beat 
Tom Brady in a Super Bowl (Eli 
Manning). The Eagles would win 
the game by a score of 41-33 after a 
failed hail mary at the end of regu-
lation.

 President Trump has de-
livered tax cuts and reform to the 
American people, providing tax-
payers and businesses with the tax 
relief they need. Across the coun-
try, companies are using tax cuts to 
invest in American workers with 
bonuses, higher wages, and better 
benefits 
 In the early moments of 
Trump’s speech, he made several 
calls for the country and the Con-
gress to come together. Most state 
of the union addresses are roughly 
evenly split between a touting of 
past accomplishments and the lay-
ing out of a vision for future gover-
nance. 
 It was almost an hour into 
his remarks that Trump first men-
tioned a proposal  a massive infra-
structure bill that he wanted Con-
gress to take up. 

  Since 1947, the Cleveland 
Indians have been represented by 
a stereotypical cartoonish face of a 
Native American, given the name 
of Chief Wahoo. 
 In 1994, the team con-
sidered replacing the logo when it 
moved to Jacobs Field. On January 
29, Major League Baseball and the 
Indians announced that Chief Wa-
hoo would no longer be used on 
uniforms or stadium signs begin-
ning in 2019. In the past few years, 
many sporting teams have stopped 
using Native American nicknames. 
 The Washington Redskins 
are said to be next in line for a 
change. Owner, Daniel Snyder, has 
said to be stubborn on the subject. 
 “The Redskins are a 
symbolic logo and character of 
this franchise and does not need 
change.” Snyder said.

 For the last 9 months, 
Kylie Jenner has been hiding from 
the public eye, for a certain reason. 
Everyone had their own suspicions 
that she was pregenant. There was 
no conformation until Febuary 4th.
 Kylie released a video that 
gives us a glimpse into the last 9 
months of her life. In the video we 
learned that her friends and family 
knew all along, but everyone kept 
quiet. 
 Kylie gave birth to a 
healthy baby girl on February 1st. 
She has not yet released a picture 
or a name. Many Twitter theories 
say that her babies name is Posie, 
because it has to do with butter-
flies. and abot 9 months ago, Travis 
Scott, Kylie’s baby daddy, released a 
song called “Butterfly Effect”. 
 Hopefully pictures and 
new news will be released soon.

State of the union No more WahooSuper Bowl Kylie’s Big Secret
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Bulldog Domination 
The Sikeston boys basketball team 

has been on a roll here lately. The team is on an 
8 game winning streak and does not look they are 
slowing down. This puts their record at 16-1 after 
beating their SEMO Conference foe, the Poplar 
Bluff Mules
  The Mules were 3-0 in conference play, 
they were on the top of the standings heading into 
Friday night. But on Friday night they suffered 
their first loss in conference play, putting them 
at 3-1 in the conference. The Bulldogs beat the 
Mules moving to 4-1 in conference. While the 
Bulldogs trailed at half time by 1 the Bulldogs 
came out in the 3rd quarter stronger than ever go-
ing on a 22-6 run to end the third quarter. This 
gave Sikeston a big advantage, 50-35. A lot of 
scoring happened in the 4th quarter, which made 
the final score 74-56. The final score of this game 
was no surprise, to all the Bulldog fans who know 
the team has been very dominate here lately. 
 Fred Thatch was honored for his amaz-
ing achievement in his Bulldogs basketball career. 
Over 2,00 points and 1,500 rebounds in 3 and a 
half years of being on the team, he has been de-
clared the most decorated Sikeston Bulldog bas-
ketball player in the school’s history. The man 
who got to honor Thatch was Michael Porter, who 
graduated from Sikeston High School in 2009. 
 Porter was a 4 year varsity starter and 
was said to be the best bulldog basketball player 
ever and he also held the scoring record. But that 
was before Fred thatch started his Sikeston bas-
ketball career at Sikeston high school in 2014. 
Thatch had an outstanding first 3 years of his high 
school basketball career and eventually everyone 
knew he would pass the record.  His career is not 
over yet, just halfway through the season so who 
knows if he will break anymore Sikeston high 
school records.
  A tough game is coming up on the 
schedule against Cape Central High School. The 
schedule may look like this will be a good game 
with a Sikeston win. But, the last time Sikeston 

Jeff W. Thornbrough
Reporter

won at Cape was in 2014 in a district champion-
ship. This was one of the biggest rivalries in the 
SEMO conference and one which never lets down 
fans who want to watch some great basketball. 
Sikeston beat the Tigers earlier in the season in 
the SEMO conference tournament.  Final score 
was 92-87, a very close game the whole. This game 
will be on February 9th at Cape Central high 
school.
 Before this game they will play a new 
team on the schedule, Saxony Lutheran High 
School. The game will take place at Saxony, which 
is located in between Jackson and Cape Girardeau. 
 The Bulldogs look to face New Madrid 
at home on February 13th and Caruthersville on 
February 15th  and then finally to wrap up the 
week full of games, the team will be playing an 
exciting game against Miller Career Academy at 
home. That’s three games in one week! It will be 
tough, but the Bulldog fans and players know they 
can count on the experienced team coming home 
with 3 wins.

photo courtsey of SEMO ball

Michael Porter passes the scoring ball to 
Senior Fred ThatchJunior Owen Long dribbles down the court

photo courtsey of SEMO ball
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Districts:  Pin for the Win  
Kelli L. Dukes

Reporter

 A lot of the guys are anxious to get to the 
State tournament and be on the podium. The team 
is excited to compete and see where they stand 
amongst the best in the state. 
 With State being only a few weeks away, 
the team is really putting out their best at Districts 
in hopes of bettering themselves.
 Coach Blake Angle feels that his team has 
truly improved in these last few competitons and 
are ready to take on the challenges of Districts and 
also State. The team has worked countless hours on 
improving different techniques in order to achieve 
the medals they deserve. 
	 “Districts	 is	 always	 a	 dogfight	 to	 get	
through, so the team is focusing on getting mental-
ly	and	physically	prepared	for	that.	We’re	confident	
that we can have a good group to make it to the State 
tournament to compete for some hardware,” Coach  
Angle said.
 Getting mentally and physically pre-
pared for something as big as Districts, along with  

  With Districts right around the corner, the 
wrestling team is hopeful and determined to bring 
home several titles. Districts is a yearly event for 
the wrestlers and the team is more than ready to get 
prepared on the mats. 
 The team had a solid weekend at Semo 
Conference. A couple weeks ago, the teammates 
really pushed themselves and stepped up the com-
petition.	Sikeston’s	wrestling	team	finished	4th	out	
of 16 teams.
  Quincy Nelson ‘19 and Landan Griggs 
‘18	 both	 finished	 2nd	 to	 returning	 state	 final-
ists, and wrestled tough all weekend long. Tyreke 
Jamison	‘19	finished	in	3rd	and	avenged	his	only	
loss	of	the	tournament	in	his	3rd	place	spot.	
 The team has been working hard the past 
few months and have continued to improve. The 
wrestling team plans to continue to improve and 
ride some of that momentum going into Districts. 

Courtesy of Coach Adkisson’s Twitter 

Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling Twitter

Courtesy of Sikeston Wrestling Twitter
Wrestlers and their medals at the Park Hills Tournament. 

Tyreke Jamison’19 stands with his third place medal.

JV wrestlers and Stat girls at the Semo Conference

State, cannot be in anyway shape or form, easy, but 
with the right attitudes and techniques, the team is 
sure to come out as one of the best. 
 Districts is a major deal for the team as 
they strive for success and nothing less than that. 
Their goals for this year are of course, improve and 
become the best that they can be, but to also strive  
for many wins. 
 For State, the team hopes to see the im-
provement of the different strategies they have 
been practicing on. The team has been mainly im-
proving on their take-downs and positions. They 
wish to achieve many state titles as this will im-
prove the stats of the teammates.
  The wrestling team is sure to do well 
during both Districts and State. It seems that with 
enough determination the team is sure to pull many 
wins during the events. I wish well to all the wres-
tlers and hope they achieve what they hoped for. 
The team is a driven group of guys and are sure to 
be outstanding during the meets. 
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Riley G. Cantrell
Co-Sports Editor

Shoot your shot

Kylie &
 iley’sR Rants

Kylie D. Noe 
Sports Co-Editor

	 Super	Bowl	LII	is	definitely	going	to	be	one	
to	remember.	The	Philadelphia	Eagles	are	bringing	
back	their	first	Vince	Lombardi	Trophy	after	defeat-
ing	the	New	England	Patriots	41-33.
										Perhaps	the	most	talked	about	play	of	the	
game	was	when	Eagles	Quarterback	Nick	Foles	
turned	into	a	wide	receiver	for	a	touchdown.	This	
extended	their	lead	to	10	points	right	before	the	
halftime	break.	
	 About	midway	through	the	fourth	quarter,	
Tom	Brady	was	involved	in	an	infamous	play	that	
could		have	won	them	the	game.	The	Patriots	were	
running	a	trick	play	when	Brady	fumbled	the	ball	
and	not	only	lost	possession,	but	lost	the	game.	
	 										And	with	only	minutes	left	to	go,	
Zach	Ertz	gave	the	Eagles	the	lead	for	good.	How-
ever,	as	he	came	into	the	end	zone	he	bobbled	the	
ball	but	never	let	it	hit	the	ground.	The	referees	had	
to	discuss	the	call	on	the	field,	but	they	eventually	
decided	it	was	good.	I	agreed	with	the	call,	but	it	
brought	me	a	flash	back	to	week	15	when	the	Steel-
ers	played	the	Patriots.	Pittsburgh’s	Jesse	James	
scored	in	nearly	identical	fashion	to	Ertz’	touch-
down,	but	the	call	was	overturned	and	the	Steelers	
lost	the	game.	I	thought	both	catches	were	touch	
downs	and	I	think	the	NFL	needs	to	work	on	their	
“catch”	rule	so	they	can	be	more	consistent,	espe-
cially	in	crucial	games.	
	 The	loss	also	made	Brady	the	third	quarter-
back	to	lose	three	Super	Bowls,	instead	of	becoming	
the	first	player	to	ever	win	six	rings.	

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat.
Junior Tebrya Benford (22) drives to the basket and attempts a lay up against a loss to 

Dexter last week at the Sikeston Field House.

 	 The	Sikeston	girls’	basketball	team	started	
off	the	season	a	little	rocky	going	1-5	but	have	
picked	it	up	with	a	record	of	10-9	in	mid-season.
	 After	the	sixth	game,	things	started	to	
look	better	going	into	the	middle	of	the	season.	
The	Obion	County	tournament	is	when	the	Lady	
Dogs	had	a	turning	point	in	the	season	going	2-1	in	
tournament	play.	Placing	3	out	8	teams.	From	there	
on	out,	the	Lady	Dogs	went	on	to	go	2-1	in	every	
tournament	they	attended.
	 “We	are	incorporating	new	and	more	ef-
ficient	drills	to	our	practices,”	junior	Zaria	Blissett	
said.	“We	are	being	more	and	more	competitive	as	
the	season	goes	on,	which	is	exactly	what	you	want	
so	you	can	play	against	tougher	competition.	We	are	
also	incorporating	more	game	like	situations	so	we	
can	be	more	prepared	for	games,”	Blissett	said.
	 Creating	game	like	situations	is	vital	for	
each	team	so	they	can	compete	at	the	highest	level	
possible.	The	drills	in	practices	are	fast	paced	to	

make	it	seem	more	game	like.
	 Along	with	being	competitive,	team	work	
has	a	lot	to	do	with	being	a	successful	basketball	
team.	“One	of	the	main	things	we	have	focused	on	
is	team	work	and	the	girls	are	getting	better	and	
better	at	it	as	the	season	goes	on,”	Assistant	Coach	
Bethany	Asmus	said.
	 Going	into	the	middle	to	late	season,	
most	teams	are	starting	to	prepare	for	Districts.	
The	District	tournaments	are	the	most	stressful	
and	heart	wrenching	times	of	the	season.	You	
either	win	and	move	forward	into	sectionals	to	
face	tougher	opponents,	or	you	lose	and	go	home.	
Every	player	on	the	Varsity	team	looks	forward	
to	this	moment	as	the	games	that	they	leave	it	all	
on	the	court,	and	for	Senior	Gloria	Bennett,	she	is	
looking	forward	to	it.	
	 “Basketball	is	a	long	season	so	the	end	
isn’t	as	close	as	it	seems,	but	I’m	excited	for	dis-
tricts.	We’ve	had	many	rough	patches	but	we	are	
slowly	starting	to	stitch	them	up	and	play	together	
as	a	team,”	Bennett	said.
	 The	Lady	Dogs	are	looking	forward	to	
competing	in	the	District	tournament	next	month.
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Winter Homecoming 2018

Dylon Mills, ‘18, pulls up for a shot against Poplar Bluff.

Moesha Sherrell, ‘18, poses with her escort, Walker Venable, ‘18.
photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat 
Sikeston’s Sydney Stark ‘19 blocks a shot from a Dexter 
play. 

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Fred Thatch, ‘18,  is presented with a commemorative ball by Michael 
Porter. 

Don Larry battles Poplar Bluff player for a loose ball 
during a recent game. 

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat photo courtesy of Standard Democrat 

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat 
Sikeston’s Taydrianna Barnett ‘20 shoots against Poplar 

Bluff. 

Poplar Bluff player drives to the basket while being 
defended by Fred Thatch (left) and Clark Steward. 

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

photo courtesy of Daniel Byrd 
Sikeston chearleaders pose for a picture at Friday night’s basketball 
game. 
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