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       Photo Courtesy of History.com
Martin Luther King Jr. waving to people at the March on Washington.

Hayden S. Alcorn
Reporter

 Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 
15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. King lived in one of 
the most successful African American communities 
in the United States. King attended segregated 
public schools until he was fifteen years old; he was 
accepted into Morehouse College.  A conversation 
with Morehouse’s President and avid advocate for 
racial equality, Dr. Benjamin Mays, led King to 
decide to follow his father and become a minister. 
 After graduating from Morehouse, King 
began studying theology. He became the class 
president of a an overwhelming white senior 
class. King then enter a graduate program to get 
a doctrine in theology. King became a minister 
in Montgomery, Alabama at a Baptist Church. 
 Following the arrest of Rosa Parks for 
refusing to give up her seat to a white passenger, 
King was selected to become the leader and 
spokesman of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. The 
381 day boycott led to economic downfall for the 
downtown businesses and the public transit system.
 King and other civil rights leaders founded 

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
following the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
King became the president of the SCLC and traveled 
across the country giving speeches and leading 
nonviolent protests as inspired by Gandhi. During a 
nonviolent, civil rights protest in Birmingham, King 
was arrested and thrown in jail. While in jail King wrote 
his famous letter, “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” which 
addressed the civil disobedience of white clergyman.
 Joining forces with other civil rights 
activists from across the United States to organize 
the March on Washington to bring attention to the 
mistreatment of African Americans. King gave his 
“I Have a Dream” speech that called for peace and 
equality. King won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 
for his work in racial equality. This march ultimately 
led to the passage of Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
 King was assassinated in April of 
1968. President Johnson declared a national 
day of morning after his death.  King’s efforts 
in bringing together a segregated country 
together in order to make his dreams a reality.
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 The end of the world is something 
that everybody has thoughts about, but 
nobody plans for what they would do if it 
actually were to happen. I personally could 
not see a zombie apocalypse plaguing the 
earth, but in the case of it actually happening, 
knowing your survival partner is crucial to 
your survival.
 If it came down to it, and I had to 
choose a survival partner for the zombie 
apocalypse from the staff at Sikeston High 
School, I would choose Mr. Angle. 
 I feel as though Mr. Angle possesses 
all the qualities needed to be a great survival 
partner.
 One amazing quality that gives him 
an edge up on other teachers is his expertise 
in the engineering field. He would be able to 
design and assemble traps in a timely fashion 
in order to keep the home base safe. He could 
also use his experience from being an earth 
science teacher to steer away from inedible 
plants and go towards healthier options.
 Not only that, but if a zombie 
were to somehow pass through one of his 
impenetrable traps, he would have to go face 
to face with a multiple time MSHSAA state 
wrestling qualifier. Mr. Angle would be great 
at close range combat and subduing zombies 
for great periods of time.
 Another feature that may be 
overlooked when it comes to selecting a 
survival partner is size. Some may think that 
having a partner that is very large in size and 
stature would be an advantage, but they are 
wrong. Mr. Angle is by no means among the 

largest staff members at Sikeston High School, 
but that may be an advantage. For instance, 
if zombies get into your base and you know 
there is know way of fighting them all off, 
hiding is your best option. A person the size of 
Mr. Angle would be able to hide in tight places 
with no questions asked.
 A couple summers ago, I worked as a 
volunteer at the YMCA summer day camp and 
had several run-ins with Mr. Angle. Many may 
not know this, but he is surprisingly light on 
his feet. Not only that, but he can also perform 
a walking hand stand. I’m not quite sure if that 
last skill will be needed for anything, but in 

the case of a zombie apocalypse, you can’t 
really be sure of anything.
 I rest my case on why Mr. Angle  
would be a superior pick as a survival partner. 
Given his knowledge in long range and close 
range combat, and his expertise in earth 
science, it’s an obvious choice.
 In this edition of the Bulldog Barker, 
we’re doing things a little differently and 
asking for teachers’ opinions rather than 
students’ so that’s enough of my opinion. 
Now it is time to see who eight other teachers 
would pair up with in the case of a zombie 
apocalypse plaguing the earth.  

They walk among us

Photo courtesy of Google Image Search
Zombie walks the streets of a large city among bystanders
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Which teacher would be your survival partner in a 
zombie apocalypse?

“Mr. Justice because he 
he has had quite a bit of 
experience with Civil War 
reenactment and knows how 
to live off the grid better 
than most.”

Emily Vinson

“Coach Wills because we 
both hunt and would be able 
to take care of ourselves.”

Bethany Asmus

“Mrs. Vinson because she 
is small but mighty and has 
several tricks up her sleeve.”

Jayde Farmer

 “One-hundred percent 
Mr. Holifield because he 
is always preparing for a 
zombie apocalypse.”

Chelsie Holifield

“I’d have to go with Mrs. 
Leech to use as bait.”

Justin Cox

“Mrs. Ramsey because we 
work together a lot and 
would always know each 
others’ next move.”

Eric Balsman

“Mr. Justice because he is 
already prepared for the 
apocalypse and nobody 
knows what tricks he’s 
hiding.”

Blake Angle

“Coach Hopkins because he 
fears no man or beast.”

Cristopher Sarakas
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Grace O. Blanton
Reporter

Gracie L. Barber
Editor

 In December of 2018, Taylor 
Graham competed in Centrals Got Talent at 
Central Methodist University. There she won 
a scholarship with a value of up to $80,000. 
 Centrals Got Talent offers an 
opportunity for high school seniors to win 
scholarships by showcasing their talent to 
judges. Those competing have to have at least 
at 22 on their ACT, and a minimum of 3.3 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. There are five categories 
in which seniors can compete, including: 
Instrumental, Praise Band, Tech Theatre,  
Theatre, and Vocal. Graham participated in 
the vocal category.
 Graham ended up being one of the 
top finalists in the competition. She placed 
second in the competition. The scholarship 
she won is $20,000, which is renewable every 
year. Graham must attend Central Methodist 
University to use the money. Graham was 
very excited to compete in the contest.
 “I competed in this contest because 
Central Methodist is the college I want to go 
to without a doubt,” Graham said. 

 Graham gave her thoughts about 
winning the scholarship. 
 “When I was called onto the stage to 
accept my certificate, I was in awe. I did not 
expect to make it as far as I did. Considering 
the amount of work and preparation I put into 
me performance, I was very proud of myself. 
I have also come a long way as a vocal student 
and a performer,” Graham said. 
 Along with the scholarship, Graham 
was also selected for the MCDA all-state 
choir for the second time. To be eligible for 
all-state choir, juniors and seniors must make 
the all-district choir. One-hundred students 
are chosen for all district choir. Out of all 
the districts in Missouri, 16 students are 
chosen for the all-state choir, along with nine 
alternates. The all-state choir chooses four 
students for each section of a choir: soprano, 
alto, tenor, and bass. Graham was chosen as 
an alto. 
 The all-state choir will travel to 
Osage Beach at the end of January for a mass 
concert. Graham will be returning to the 
concert, after attending last year. Congrats to 
Taylor Graham on all her achievements. 

 There have been many pregnancies 
announced during the 2018-2019 school 
year, along with 2 new parents. Mrs. Reeder-
Voorhees is expecting baby Leo, Mrs. Henry 
is expecting a little boy, Mrs. Ramsey is 
expecting her second girl, and Mrs. Leach is 
leaving the gender unknown. Mr. Balsman 
had a little boy in November and Coach 
Sturms had two little boys before Christmas.
 All of the other teachers found out 
their gender, but Mrs. Leach did not want to 
know for more than one reason. 
 “My mother had four babies and 
never found out the genders, and so from the 
time I started dreaming about having kids it 
was never an option. I feel like it’ll be more 
exciting in March, and there isn’t a thing in 
the world that the baby needs that depends 
on the gender. Plus, I’ve heard horror stories 
of people who find out the gender and it’s 
wrong,” Leach said.
 Mrs. Henry has one little girl and is 
now expecting a boy, which is very different 
from raising a girl. 

 “I was super shocked to find out I am 
having a boy. I really thought it was going to 
be a girl! But I am really excited! I am also 
sort of nervous because I feel like I kind of 
know what to expect from a girl and a boy will 
be completely different. Also, we don’t have a 
name yet so we are looking for suggestions!” 
Henry said.
 Mr. Balsman just became a new 
father back in November. He is a very proud 
dad (you can tell by checking his twitter: 
@SHS_Mr_Balsman). Being a new parent 
comes with multiple changes. 

Singing away the Competition

Baby boom at Sikeston
    Photo by Grace Blanton

Taylor Graham excited about her achievements.

Photo by Mr. Balsman’s Twitter
Benjamin Balsman stealing hearts since he was born.  

 “Being a dad is AWESOME! I 
love it (ask anyone in my class...I talk about 
Benjamin all the time). The biggest change 
is being on a different kind of schedule. My 
entire life revolves around when Benjamin 
feeds, sleeps, and poops now. I have never 
been more happy than I have been lately just 
sitting in my recliner and holding my son as 
we watch football together. I am trying to 
remember everything about him growing up 
because it is happening so fast,” Balsman said.
 If you see these teachers, be sure to 
congratulate them on their new additions. 
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Isabelle R. McGill
Reporter

Kelli L. Dukes 
Student Life Editor

 DECA season is now in full 
swing. Marketing students at Sikeston gain 
experience in leadership and entrepreneurship 
by participating. With the district competition 
fast approaching, members are preparing to 
take home some hardware. 
 Giselle Galang ‘19 was DECA’s 
District 12 leadership delegate last year, which 
gave her a ticket straight to internationals in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The experience only made 
her more excited for DECA in 2019.
 “I liked DECA before Atlanta, but 
ICDC taught me to love it. I met people 
from all states and different countries while 
learning the importance of leadership and 
professionalism. My goal for this year is to 
qualify again. Spending the week in Orlando 
with new friends would be the ideal way to 
wrap up my time in DECA.” Galang said. 
 Alex Ellis ‘20 is getting his first 
experience in the organization this year. 
 “DECA is hard work but a lot of 
it is people skills and common sense. I’m 
looking forward to competition mostly 
because, with the right level of determination 

and perseverance, you can achieve anything.” 
Ellis said.  
 Ellis is excited to compete in buying 
and merchandising team decision making. He 
and his partner, Emily Boyd ‘20, are going for 
gold. 
 This year DECA members are 
getting more practice through Competition 
University. The program is new to Sikeston 
students this year. It is geared to help students 

prepare for their exams and events. This 
program will hopefully boost test and role 
plays scores, making the road to state that 
much easier.  
 The district competition is February 
12, at Southeast Missouri State University. 
Members will compete in entrepreneurship, 
business administration, finance, hospitality, 
and marketing. Make sure to wish them all 
good luck.

 With preparation for the upcoming 
school year, and student interest in mind, 
Sikeston High School is wanting to add new 
courses to the curriculum. With that being 
said, two courses have been added to the 
classroom. 
 The courses are called College 
Readiness and American Military History. 
Mr. Eric Balsman, current Social Studies 
teacher, will be instructing these two classes.
 College Readiness is to assist 
college-bound seniors in preparing for the 
transition to college. Students will complete 
admission applications, choose the correct 
degree in their areas of interest, and apply and 
search for scholarships. 
 Mr. Balsman discussed the goals 
of this particular class. “The primary goals 
of this class will be to help students find 
the right college, develop answers to the 
essay responses on applications (college 
and scholarships) and apply for scholarships 
(local/state/national) to help pay for college,”  
Balsman said.

 The other course is titled American 
Military History. Within this course, students 
will examine the causes of wars, the key battles 
and participants in the wars, and how each war 
served as a turning point in American History. 
The class is to have students be interactive, 
this includes films, presentations from local 
veterans, and create battle recreations. 
 Mr. Balsman also talked about what 
students will be doing towards the end of the 
course. 
 “By the end of the course, students 

will be more knowledgeable and America’s 
wars and how they have affected changes 
in the United States and around the world,”  
Balsman said. 
 College Readiness is for seniors and 
it is a semester long class, while American 
Military History can be taken by both juniors 
and seniors and it is also a semester class.
 Although the courses do not have an 
established hour yet, Mr. Balsman is excited 
to help students prepare for college and dis-
cuss more about the history of the military. 

Competition, who?

2019-2020 New Courses 

Giselle Galang and Grace Foust admiring the view in Atlanta at 2018 DECA ICDC.

Photo Courtesy of Jennifer Hodgkiss
Mr. Balsman doing what he does best, teaching!

Photo Courtesy of Giselle  Galang
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 It’s that time of year every senior 
looks forward to:  their last semester of 
High school.  After four long years of 
sitting through lectures and long finals and 
having to wake up early on a Saturday 
morning to take an ACT, the end is finally 
in sight.  These four years have been 
preparing you for the future, whether 
that’s going to college, or heading straight 
into the workforce.  Hopefully, senior year 
has helped you decide what you love and 
what career you would like to pursue. 
 About 68% of students surveyed  

decided they will go to a college or they have 
already applied for to attend a University.  This 
is a huge number considering the amount of 
students enrolled in Sikeston High School. 
 By the time senior year comes 
around, many decisions have to take 
place and this is where stress about your 
future really starts.   Often,  you have 
several people asking the question that 
most seniors do not want to hear, “What 
do you plan on doing after high school?”  
This question gets students thinking a 
lot and some begin to stress because they 
do not want to make the wrong decision 
on where they should go to college or 
what they should do after high school. 
 

 A College and Career Readiness 
survey was created by a non-profit 
organization in San Frisco.  The organization 
took a survey of over 165,000 students, 
and 45%  of those students had felt they 
are ready for school and careers after 
high school.  This is a large number of 
students that feel they are not ready for 
they after high school.    An  overwhelming 
87% of students want to eventually earn 
a college degree or land a career, but they 
just really don’t know where to start. 
  A way that most students prepare 
for college at the earliest is taking the ACT/
SAT.  This is probably one of the biggest tests 
you will take before college. This exam can 
impact your future, because the better the 
score the more scholarship money for college 
you can receive.  This is very important 
considering you don’t want to be paying 
off college loans for the rest of your life. 
 “Going to Mississippi state I need as 
much scholarships and grants I can get, and 
the ACT really helped me out with that. I knew 
I needed a particular score and that helped 
me get an extra $1,000 dollars toward my 
college scholarship,” Senior Noah Hicks said.
 Another way to get money for 
college is by filling out scholarships.  This 
starts around senior year.   Starting to fill 
out FAFSA,  (a Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) helps students and families to 
know what type of scholarships they will need. 
Students and Parents provide their financial 
information to determine if the student can 
qualify for federal aid to pay for college, 
such as grants or loans. This has helped 
several students who are in need of money 
to be able to go and pay for college. Most of 
these scholarships are not just given to you, 
you have to work for them. It’s as simple as 
either writing an essay or having enough 
community service hours to be qualified for 
a particular scholarship’s requirements.  
 Some Senior students spend 
long hours looking up scholarships  
online to see what they qualify for.
 Getting scholarships and Grants are 
huge ways to help students afford college. A 
survey was taken of over 60,000 students and 
studies showed the top three most important 

reasons to them when choosing college.
 The top reason was the students 
needed high quality teaching.  This very 
important for a students’  success throughout 
and after school. The next one was whether 
or not he school offers good scholarships, 
because of how important expensive college 
can be.  The third reason for students selecting 
a particular college was having friends or 
family in that area.  This makes it easier for 
students to be comfortable when leaving home. 
 When choosing a college these 
three should be looked at very closely.  
Twenty-seven percent of students who end 
up transferring from one college to another 
college, or moving back home, do not think 
of these three because they either are not 
comfortable, they have too much loans to pay 
off, and /or the professors there are not the 
best at helping you excel in what you love. 
 There is more to preparing for 
college than just scholarships and ACT 
scores. It can be very challenging mentally, 
like getting yourself ready for all the 
new things you must be able to adapt to. 
 “College is very different from high 
school, like making your own schedule and 
motivating yourself in college because not many 
college professors will do that,” Ms. Johnson, 
Sikeston High School college advisor said.
  A bigger campus is tough for most 
to adapt too being on time for class. Not 
having people enforce students to be on time 
can make college very difficult for students.
Most students may be ready for classes and 
scholarships but they will not be mentally 
ready.  Leaving family and friends to go off 
to college to live on your own can be tough 
for people who love to be at home. But 
with the help of teachers and counselors 
they will be trying to make sure you are 
ready for anyting college throws at you.
 Next year there will be a class 
at Sikeston High School that will be just 
for helping students with the process of 
getting ready fro college. You can read more 
about these class offerings on page five.
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Counselor’s Corner
 Happy 2019 Bulldog Nation! I 
am Andy McGill, the Athletic Director and 
Assistant Principal for Sikeston High School. 
This is my 14th year working for the Sikeston 
district and 7th school year as the AD. I am a 
proud former Bulldog athlete and graduate of 
Sikeston High School in 1995. It is so awesome 
to be a part of leading the athletic programs 
and school that helped shape me as a student 
athlete. Since the Bulldog Barker regularly 
reports on the state of specific sports within our 
school, this column will cover activities of the 
athletic department you may not know.
 Helping Bulldog athletes find their 
leadership potential on and off the field or court 
is one of my goals as an athletic director. It 
is vitally important to be a role model in the 
classroom and a team player with peers. This 
past fall, a small group of juniors and seniors 
were selected by their head coaches to attend 
a leadership conference in Cape. The students 
had the opportunity to hear former University 
of Nebraska football player Aaron Davis speak 
on topics from finding that inner motivation 
to leaving a legacy. Upon return from this 
conference, I have had the opportunity to 
work with athletic directors from our SEMO 
Conference schools to plan a leadership 
conference for next fall to reach out to even 
more local athletes.
 If you are a numbers person, you 
will like these numbers. FIVE and ONE. As I 
write this column, our head basketball coach, 
Gregg Holifield is FIVE victories away from 
his 500th career win and ONE win away from 
400 victories as a Sikeston Bulldog. What a 
tremendous feat for our Sikeston basketball 
program led by this Hall of Fame coach. We 
could not be more proud of the program that 
Gregg Holifield and his assistant coaches have 
built here at Sikeston.
 Our coaches strive to bring their very 
best to their programs each and every season 
and off season. During a sports off season, 
our coaches strive to create a conditioning 

program or open fields to meet the needs of 
the athletes who want to get bigger, faster and 
stronger. In addition to open fields/gyms, our 
coaches attend coaching clinics. This gives 
them the opportunity to network with other 
coaches to discuss new ideas and learn from 
other programs. In addition, a small group of 
coaches have participated in a book study this 
year. Our group met weekly at 7am to discuss 
the Leadership Playbook by Jamy Bechler.
 One other number that is pretty 
impressive for a coach is NINETEEN. A big 
thank you to Steve Beydler who has led our 
Sikeston Volleyball Team for NINETEEN 
consecutive years and has announced he will be 
retiring from coaching this year. We appreciate 
and admire the commitment and dedication 
Coach Beydler has for the Sikeston Bulldogs. 
What a legacy he has built for our program.
 We strive to reach all of Bulldog Nation 
in various communication formats.  Information 
on Bulldog athletics can be found on Twitter 
@Sikestonsports as well as the Sikeston R-6 
website. Home football, basketball and some 
wrestling matches are broadcast on the school’s 
you-tube channel SPSTV Sikeston High School.  
We have about six weeks left until the start of 
spring sports. We hope to see many of you step 
up to find your role in Bulldog athletics. 

5 Years Ago
 The Ebola 
Epidemic became a 
global crisis in 2014. 
To this day, Ebola still 
remains incurable and a 
threat. 

10 Years Ago
 In 2009, 
Sikeston got hit with a 
major ice storm. Almost 
everyone lost power, 
and no one would dare 
to get out and drive. 

20 Years Ago
 The Y2K Scare 
was very apparent in 
1999. People feared 
they would lose their 
personal information on 
all technology.  

• January 18-
19 JV/V 
Wrestling SEMO 
Conference 
 

• January 21 MLK 
Day- No School 
 

• January 21-
25 JV/V Boys 
Basketball 
Fort Zumwalt 
Tournament

• January 24-25 
Missouri Welding 
Institute Contest

• January 31 
StuCo Blood 
Drive   
 

• February 1 Jazz 
Band Festival 
 

• February 7 NHS 
Meeting

Digging Up Bones
Shelby F. Hodgkiss

Reporter

Mr. Andy McGill 
Athletic Director
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 The 2018-2019 Sikeston High 
School basketball season is off to an amazing 
start thus far. Sitting at a strong record of 12-
0, the season is nearing the halfway mark. 
 Memorable dunks and tense nail-
biters have kept the first half of this season 
entertaining, to say the least. Each member 
of the team has come together to play quality 
basketball each and every game. 
 “We’re at a point in the season where 
we’re trying to improve daily on defense and 
on the boards and I really enjoy seeing that 
development over the course of the season,” 
Head Coach Gregg Holifield said.
 So far, most games have been re-
sounding victories; however, there have 
been a few games that have been very close 
throughout the first half of the season. The 
championship game of both the St. Dominic 
Christmas Tournament and the SEMO Con-
ference Tournament have been the two closest 
games of the season.
 The championship game of the 
SEMO Conference Tournament was against 
Cape Central High School. Sikeston held 
a very narrow lead all throughout the game 
up until the very end when Sikeston started 
to widen the scoring gap. The final score was 
74-67 Sikeston. This was Sikeston’s fourth 
straight year winning the SEMO Conference 
Tournament. 
 “It feels good to be able come to-
gether and win the SEMO Conference Tour-
nament four years in a row. It means a lot to 
me and the rest of my teammates in my grade 
to be able to win it every year of our high 
school careers,” Trey Jenkins ‘19 said.
 The championship game of the St. 
Dominic Christmas Tournament was against 
Fort Zumwalt South. It was a back and forth 
game to the very end. Sikeston edged out Fort 
Zumwalt South and won by a score of 67-66. 
Clark Steward blocked a potential game win-
ning shot in the last seconds of the game. 
 “Being in a big game like that puts a 
lot of pressure on us as a team. Our fans sup-
port us no matter where we go, and we work 
our hardest to give them the best performance 

possible. Making a play in a moment like that 
is awesome. Hearing the fans go crazy at the 
end of the game makes all the hard work we 
put in during practice worth it,” Clark Steward 
‘20 said. 
 The biggest blowout of the season 
so far was the home game against Park Hills. 
Sikeston came out strong early in the game 
scoring 22 straight points before Park Hills 
scored a single point. This same intensity con-
tinued for the entire game which led to a 93-
31 Sikeston victory. 
 The rivalry game between Sikeston 
and Charleston during the SEMO Conference 
Tournament was one of the best wins so far. It 
wasn’t a close game, ending in a final score of 
92-61, but the game was one of the most fun 
of the season. The game was filled with high-
light plays and incredible Sikeston basketball 
which made for a very exciting night. Payton 
Howard ‘20 managed to dunk for the first time 
in his high school career on a 4th quarter fast 
break. 
 “Getting my first dunk was some-
thing I’ve always dreamed of. I was scared to 
do it at first but as I got to the rim I figured I 
might as well do it,” Payton Howard said. 
 Sikeston also won its second meet-
ing with Charleston during the away game. 
The final score of the rivalry game was 77-67, 
a much closer game than that of the SEMO 
Conference Tournament meeting. 
 One of the most significant wins of 
the season was against Farmington. Farming-
ton was ranked 4th in the state when Sikeston 

played them. Sikeston pulled off a blowout 
win with excellent performances from each 
member of the team. Both Kevin Jones ‘19 
and Payton Howard scored 20 points each, 
while Parker Long ‘19 scored 21 points. 
 The entire team has come together 
to produce astonishing results each night. All 
five of the starters are each averaging double 
digits points per game. The current starting 
five for Sikeston is Parker Long, Kevin Jones, 
Owen Long ‘19, Payton Howard, and Trey 
Jenkins.
 As the second half of the season 
nears, it is vital to maintain the caliber of bas-
ketball that was played for the entire first half. 
Sikeston has to finish the season just as strong 
as they started in order to carry that momen-
tum into the playoffs. Sikeston fans as well as 
the Bums and Red Peppers are eager to see 
the team keep this great season going. 
 “I’m excited for the rest of the sea-
son because districts are always crazy, fun to 
watch, and an overall great time for the fans,” 
Bums President Noah Hicks ‘19 said. 
 The first half of the season has run 
smoothly for Sikeston, but it’s not over yet. 
All things considered, it’s a great time to be a 
Sikeston Bulldog. 
 The next game on the Sikeston 
schedule is our game against Kennett High 
School. The game is an away game; the Ju-
nior Varsity game starts at 6:00 p.m. while the 
Varsity game is set to tip off at 7:00 p.m. If 
you can, come out to cheer on your Sikeston 
Bulldogs to another victory.

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter

Midseason report

Photo Courtesy of Shelby Hodgkiss
The Sikeston Bulldogs discuss gameplan during a timeout
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  As the girls basketball team seems to 
be in mid season form they look to improve 
their current record. Coach Wills has been 
pushing her team in practice to work on every 
aspect of their game. 
 “We are continuing to work on fun-
damentals daily. We know we need to im-
prove in handling pressure and doing a better 
job of blocking teams off the boards. Every 
game we step onto the floor with the desire to 
win. Some games our quest for winning is not 
as apparent as others though. The team chem-
istry seems to be getting stronger and stronger 
as the season progresses, which is huge asset 
going into the remainder of our schedule,” 
Wills said.   
 “We have been preparing for Bluff 
since last Friday. They only beat us by 4pts. 
during the SEMO Conference Tournament 
back in November. Our preparation for them 
is that like any opponent. We scout them 
through film and discuss what we need to be 
ready for. We look at their offense, leading 
scorers/best players, and what they do defen-

sively,” Wills continued.
 “The biggest opponent in our district 
is Dexter. We have come so close in previous 
seasons. It would be nice to have the opportu-
nity to play in the district final game, but we 
have other games to get through before that 
one first. It is our goal as a team though to 
be playing on that final district championship 
night,” Wills said.   
 The girls will work hard in order to 
have a chance to play in the district champion-

ship. They will have to push to win the rest of 
their games as the season goes on to have that 
chance at playing their toughest opponent in 
Dexter. 
 The team has an overall record of 
2-9 and an 0-2 in the district. The girls will 
look to guidence of their coaching staff lead 
by Coach Wills. She has confidence in her 
team to continue to perform with their best 
effort to help the team increase their win per-
centage. 

 The Sikeston High School wrestling 
team has been slamming it down on the mats. 
With multiple matches under their belts they 
are working their way towards the end of their 
season.
 “Throughout the season we have 
found more healthy ways to cut weight and 
stay more energized throughout the season. 
This has led us to stay more focused on the 
sport and get better as a team. The senior 
leadership has helped us a lot as well.” 
Nathaniel Vaughan ‘20. 
 The wrestlers have been focusing 
on improving over the course of this season. 
With only three events remaining before 
districts the bulldogs have a very limited time 
to prepare.
 “Something we’ve got to continue 
improving on is being comfortable and 
confident. Keeping our composure when 
matches aren’t going our way. Overall, I think 
we are wrestling well. The goal never changes; 
get all 14 guys to the state tournament along 
with our three females. Something that has 

improved a lot since the start of the season is 
our ability to transition from move to move. 
This has improved along with the number of 
matches that our guys have gotten under their 
belts.” Coach Angle said.
 The bulldog wrestlers are continuing 
to improve and work on their individual 
records. In a sport like wrestling, team records 
aren’t as important as individual records.
 Districts and the state tournament are 
right around the corner. The top four wrestlers 
from the district are guaranteed a spot in the 
state tournament. 

 Getting to the state tournament is 
the main goal of the Sikeston wrestlers. With 
this tournament approaching so quickly all of 
their practices have been focused on prepar-
ing for state. Wrestlers have been maintaining 
weight and trying to get into the best shape 
before district weigh in.
 The wrestling season is heading into 
the most pivotal point of the year. Be sure to 
keep up with the team and cheer them on for 
their upcoming matches and the district tour-
nament. Who will Sikeston send to state? We 
will find out soon enough!

Court is in Session 

Eyes on the prize

          Photo Courtesy of semoball 
  Taydriana Barnett dribbles away from opponent 

            Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Tyreke Jamison pins an opponent 
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 Las Vegas, Nevada is home to many 
exciting and risky things. Gambling is one 
of Vegas’s huge attractions. When you think 
of gambling, you might think of things such 
as Blackjack, Poker, and slot machines. One 
type of gambling many people often forget 
is sports gambling. A reason many people 
may forget it is because up until 2018, it was 
illegal.
 After the 1992 federal ban on sports 
betting, states were not allowed to legalize 
gambling on sporting events. In May of 
2018, however, the United States Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of New Jersey by saying 
that the former ban was unconstitutional.
 After the ban was lifted, many states 
prepared to legalize sports gambling in hopes 
of increasing taxes and tourism. States like 
Nevada have shown the amount of revenue 
this can bring in.
 Bookies were especially excited 
about this new ruling. A “bookie’ is just a 
person who oversees a sports book. A sports 
book is used to track wagers, payouts, and 
debts. 
 Now unlike many people may think, 
when betting on a game, you are not betting 
on who you believe will win. 
 In a football game, such as the 
College Football National Championship, 
the game will have a “line.” The line 
tells the person making a bet how much 
a certain team is favored by. For this 
game, Alabama was a 5 point favorite.  
If you were to bet on Alabama, at the end 
of the game you would subtract 5 points 

from Alabama’s score and if they were 
still winning, you would win. If you bet on 
Clemson, you would add 5 points to their end 
score and if they were winning, you would 
win.
  Another way to bet on sports games 
is the “over-under.” In any sports game, if 
teams with good offenses play each other 
then the over-under will probably be a higher 
number. Betting on the over-under means that 
you are betting that the teams will either score 
more than that number or less.
 These rules can be confusing at 
times, but once you understand them, they 
come easily. One rule that many people don’t 
know is somewhat of an unspoken rule. When 
calling a bookie to place a bet, you never tell 
the actual amount you want to bet on a game. 
While this may sound confusing, it’s actually 
quite simple. 
 If you want to place a 25 dollar bet 
that the New Orleans Saints are going to beat 
the LA Rams by the 3.5 point line, then you 
would call your bookie and say something 
along the lines of, “I’ll take the Saints minus 
3.5 for 25 cents.” You never say the actual 
dollar amount.
 While gambling can be interesting, 
it can still be very illegal. In the case of 
baseball, great Pete Rose, it cost him the sport 
he loves. After Pete Rose illegally bet on a 
World Series game he played in back in 1986, 
he received a lifetime ban from sports.
 Gambling can be an addicting and 
expensive hobby. If you choose to gamble, do 
it wisely.

Wanna bet? 

Photo courtesy of Google Images
Betting odds are displayed in the sports book at a casino in Las Vegas, Nevada.

 Many of you were probably 
expecting Jeffery, so I’m sorry to disappoint. 
I would like to use my column to talk about 
a Sikeston alumn, Fred Thatch Jr. and his 
Billikens squad.
 The Saint Louis University Billikens 
are off to a great start, boasting a 13-4 record 
on the season. The Billikens have wins 
over some quality teams such as, Rhode 
Island, Oregon State, Butler, and Seton Hall. 
All of these teams have made the NCAA 
Tournament frequently in the last decade or 
so.
  The Billikens are currently 10-0 
at home and have a record of 4-0 in their 
conference, the Atlantic 10. That record puts 
them tied for first with Dayton University.
 While the Atlantic 10 is not 
considered a power conference, they have a 
few teams that consistently make the NCAA 
Tournament. These teams include Dayton, 
Davidson (former home of Steph Curry), and 
VCU, known their magical Cinderella run to 
the Final Four in 2011.
 The Billikens are led in scoring 
by senior guard Javon Bess. Bess played at 
Michigan State his freshman year, before 
transferring to SLU and playing for the 
Billikens his junior and senior seasons. Bess 
currently averages 15.4 points per game.
 The Billikens are getting solid output 
from many different role players. One of 
those role players is freshman Fred Thatch 
Jr. of Sikeston, Missouri. After scoring more 
points than any other basketball player in 
Sikeston history, Thatch now averages 4.6 
points and 2.8 rebounds per game at SLU.  
 Fred got his first start on December 
9 against Oregon State. In that game, Thatch 
scored a career high 16 points to go along 
with 5 rebounds in 37 minutes. As we can see, 
the Sikeston native isn’t just a high school 
player. His skills translate to the next level as 
well.

Billikens battle in 
the Atlantic 10

Clark C. Steward
Reporter

Clark C. Steward
Reporter
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I’m feeling curious...

There are seven states that are without pro sports teams. 
Sharks have swum in the ocean for almost 450 million years !!

Sea Otters have pockets!
Some fish can change their genders.

There are eleven finger lakes in New York.
The left lung is smaller than the right because two-thirds of the heart is on the left.
John Lennon signed the paperwork that officially 

broke up The Beatles at the Polynesian Resort.
The last time a $1,000 dollar bill was printed was 1969.

A strawberry is not actually a berry.
Theodore Roosevelt was the first president to win a No-

bel Peace Prize.

Stitch is a blue, koala-like alien.
A packet of Wrigley’s Gum was the first product to have a barcode.

Teeth are part of the skeletal system, but are not 
considered a bone.

A horse has 18 pairs of ribs.
Oreos were invented in 1912.

John Adams was the first president to live in the White House.
The sentence “The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog” uses 

every letter in the alphabet.
Humans share 50% of their DNA with bananas.

The oldest person on earth is 122.


