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  On Tuesday January 9, during 
halftime of the Boys’ basketball game 
against the Kennett Indians, the Sikeston 
Public Schools Transportation Depart-
ment was recognized for their hard work 
and service, in front of the crowd and the 
community of the Sikeston Bulldogs.
	 32	 significant	 individuals	make	
up the department which include 20 bus 
drivers: Robert Reedy, Sherri Triplett-
Follins, Orlando Ray, Jennifer Olson, 
Mary Andrews, Renee Gammons, Lisa 
Lauudenslager, Linda Buck, Julie White-
head, Eric McDougal, Rick Rodgers, 
Cynthia Henry, Joyce Scott, Janet Wheet-
ly, James Applewhite, Thomas Mijares, 
Robin Wilkes, Tricia Bennet, Bruce Hall, 
Vaughn Shepard, and Mandy Garner, 7 
sub drivers: Carol Corbin, James Ken-
nedy, Jim Stone, Marchello Evans, Ricky 
Moore, Jason Sequra and Walter Scott; 
2 mechanics: Darral Stovall, and Barry 
Knupp; with Transportation Secretary 
Amy Hay; Bus Driver Supervisor Ted 
Blissett, and Transportation Director Lar-
ry White. 
 Many people do not know the 
time and dedication that goes into work-
ing for this department. 
 The SPS Transportation Depart-
ment has an average of 20 buses that daily 
run 73 routes through the 8 buildings that 
make up the Sikeston R6 district. With 

transportating nearly 3,800 kids before 
and after school, the buses run about 
214,000 miles per school year, with the 
addition of transportation for student 
athletes and other extra-curricular ac-
tivites. 
 Also during the time of award-
ing excellence, Bus Driver Supervisor 
Ted Blissett, was recognized for his 30 
years of service under the Transpor-
taion Department. 
 With the celebration, Mr. Blis-
sett orchestrated the night of being rec-
ognized during the game, as a way to 
show the work that is put into the jobs 
of driving and working for our district.
	 “Tonight	 is	 the	 first	 time	 our	
Department has ever been recognized 
in front of a crowd like this, and I think 
putting this together was a great way to 

show the community the hard work that 
entails with the job that we do. I have 
greatly enjoyed my 30 years as a bus 
driver for SPS. I’ve seen a lot of students 
come and go throughout their life and I 
think being able to see all of them grow 
into who they are throughout the school 
years is something I most enjoy.” Blissett 
said. 
 Mr. Larry White who is the 
Transportation Director for SPS, felt sim-
ilar in being acknowledged. 
	 “I	 find	 everyone	 wants	 to	 feel	
appreciated, as the Department has to 
deal with so many different situations in 
a given day that the stress level at times 
gets to be so high that it’s easy to lose 
focus. This friendly reminder that we are 
not forgotten means all the difference to 
the drivers and staff,” White said. 

Amber L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

SPS Honors Bus Drivers
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2 Editorial

Snow Days
 Recently we have experienced a lot 
of crazy weather. A lot of unpredicted snow 
and ice that caused a lot of schools in South-
east Missouri to cancel school, which made 
plenty of students very happy. Sikeston ended 
up missing a total of 3 snow days and count-
ing the teachers in-service and Martin Luther 
King day, went pretty much a full week with-
out school. 
 Up to 6 inches of snow and a couple 
of ice meant tons of fun in the snow. Building 
snowmen, going sledding, and having snow 
ball fights are all things we used to do and 
some of us still do.  Spending a whole day 
sledding and just hanging with friends on a 
snow day makes being out of school so much 
better. 
 Waking up early in the morning on 
a school day, just for your parents to tell you 
school has been cancelled due to inclement 
weather is probably the best feeling. Even 
when school is called off the night before just 
satisfaction of knowing you don’t have go to 
sleep early or that homework that was due to-
morrow but is not due anymore. All because 

Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

of the snow...... 
 Missing school for snow days can 
also come with consequences. This year the 
Sikeston high school has one snow day built 
in, which is there in  case of bad weather like 
we have experienced recently. With our school 
district missing three school days meaning of 
two of them will have to be made up later in 
the school year. Those dates are on February 
16th and March 28th.
 What I did on snow days, I really 
didn’t take advantage of the snow days. I went 
sledding one of the nights and it was lots of 
fun. Snow days to me honestly can be very 
boring depending on whether you are able to 
leave the house or not. For a couple of the days 
I could not drive because the roads were bad.  
A lot of my friends were dreading to go back 
to school because of how long we were had 
been out of school. I was looking forward to 
being back at school and seeing all my friends   
and even if that meant waking up early and 
listening to teachers talk all day, I was ready 
to be back at school. Plus the more days we 
are out the more days we have to make up. 
Making up those two we missed because of 
the weather won’t be fun making up later in 
the year. I’d rather just get school over than 
have to make it up. 

The Bulldog 
Barker

January 26, 2018

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Reporter

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Reporter

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter

                    All photos courtesy of Google Images            
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What was your favorite thing to do over the recent snow days?
“Well I really didn’t get to 
do much because I had to 
work everyday we were 
out of school”

“I did nothing but stay 
inside because me and 
snow don’t go well to-
gether”

“I went drifting around 
in parking lots and it 
was the coolest thing I 
have done in a while”

Abby Cooper ‘19

keyshawn Jones ‘19

Joe Miles ‘21

Tyreak Jamison ‘19

Teddy Blisset  ‘19

Ryan Lambert ‘19

“I spent most of my 
time watching friends 
on Netflix”

“My church had 
DNOW so that would 
be my favorite thing 
I did becuase I got to 
spend a lot of time  
with friends”

“I went sledding all 
day our first day out, I 
may be a little old to go 
sledding but I’m always 
down for a good time”
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Deca District Preparations

Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

All photos courtesy of Google Images
A poster for one of the show’s first ever performances

Courtesy of Google Images
The Logo for DECA.

 “The play is about a young aspiring 
actress in her journey to the Broadway stage and 
all the craziness that happens in the process,” 
says Ms. Ramsey, the drama club sponsor. “We 
have a great cast and crew and I’m very excited 
for the production to get underway.”
 Forty-Five Minutes From Broadway 
will make its debut on March 23 and 24, starting 
at 7:00 PM. Performances will be onstage at 
the fieldhouse, and anyone hoping to see it can 
purchase tickets at the door prior to the perfor-
mance. 
 However, no play can be put on with-
out backstage help. If you are interested in help-
ing to build the set, design costumes, or work 
as part of the crew, please contact Ms. Ramsey 
or Ms. Jett to see where you are needed. Ms. 
Ramsey’s room is C-9 while Ms. Jett is located 
in the choir room. Rehearsals will be conducted 
in C-9 for the first few weeks and anybody inter-
ested in helping is encouraged to stop by.

    The Sikeston High School Drama Club has begun 
preparations for its spring musical, Forty-Five Min-
utes From Broadway. This is a one-act musical about 
a man named Richard Foster who is trying to keep 
his show afloat amidst many problems, such as stub-
born divas and a lack of funds. The show has a color-
ful cast of characters and it includes the show tunes 
of the famously regarded George M. Cohan.
 Auditions for the show were held after 
school on Monday, January 22. The cast list was 
finalized and posted on Wednesday, and everyone in-
volved is eager to get to work. Rehearsals will begin 
next week, starting on January 29. These practices 
will last from 3:15 to 5:00, Monday-Thursday.
 The sponsors of the drama club, Ms. 
Ramsey and choir director Ms. Jett, are just as eager 
to get started as the cast members. 

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter

All Work and All Play

 With Deca Districts coming up, the mem-
bers of Deca are ready to Deca Dominate in a compe-
tition that has several divisions within itself. Districts 
take place on February 6th. The club takes all sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors that are in Marketing and 
are interested in business and marketing. 
 For Districts there are two events that take 
place. First, is a test that all members must take. 
Secondly, is the role plays. This year in Deca, Sikeston 
has a total 65 members. 
 “My favorite part about competing in Deca 
is the competition. It’s awesome to see the end results 
after a long day of stressful waiting. Hearing your 
name called at Districts is so exciting considering you 
are state bound. I like how we get to see our results 
so I can see what I need to improve on for state. I’m 
ready to Deca dominate year two with my partner 

Katie,” Briana Gaberry, ‘19 said. 
 This year there is a new way of test-
ing. In the past, the members would test within 
the district site but this year members will test 
within the classroom. This may be an adjust-
ment but I think it will end up being better in 
the long run. 
 “Each year, I look forward to new 
students getting to experience DECA for the 
first time and seeing growth in 2nd and 3rd year 
students. It’s hard to grasp the concept of DECA 
as a Marketing I student, but in most cases, they 
find out that it’s an enjoyable experience and 
come back as 2nd and 3rd year students to com-
pete again” Mr. Lindsey, DECA sponsor said. 
 Many of the members are in full swing 
to give their all at Districts in hopes of making 
it to state. With the many members going to 
Districts from Sikeston, they are sure to bring 
home several titles back and possibly even State 
titles in the near future. 



5Student LifeJanuary 26, 2018

Nate B. Self
Reporter

William T. Garner
Distribution Manager 

 After a couple of snow days we are now 
back in full swing of second semester and I couldn’t 
be happier. We are on the second half of this game 
we call school and it’s crunch time to get this half 
over with. Being a senior, I am excited that I’m 
almost done with this year and I am sure that most 
other seniors are too. 
 Mid quarter is next Friday and that seems 
really fast, but I’m not complaining. This semester 
can go by as fast as it wants. This last semester is 
probably the most exciting for mostly everyone be-
cause there is a lot going on with dances, sports, and 
the fact the weather starts to warm up. Even though 
it feels cold now it will warm up sooner or later and 
when it does it puts everyone in the mood for sum-
mer. 
 This semester is a new beginning! Basket-
ball and wrestling are going into the heat of things 
with Districts and State competiton right around the 
corner.  Also, most clubs have their main events this 
semester. Deca and FBLA have their districts and 
states coming up, and a lot of students are a part of 
that. If you are a part of anything with this semester 
we wish you luck and we hope that everyone has a 
great 2nd semester and get things done because it 
will be over with before we know it. Seniors, be pa-
tient and don’t get too cocky since the year is almost 
over.

Will Talk 
there are so many different types of working 
out that you can’t mold into your day that won’t 
take as much time. However, we can talk about 
exercise and lifting weights all we want but 
“you can’t outwork a bad diet.” 
 I’m sorry to all those who love to go 
home from school grab a couple cookies and 
a bag of chips, sit down and watch Ellen but, 
it’s true. It is the biggest failure in those trying 
to lose weight or become healthier overall. The 
way you nurish your body is as important as 
anything you will ever do in the weight room or 
on the treadmill.
 Oh and while we are at it, don’t believe 
the lie that you should eat only salad with no 
dressing and drink only water twice a day if 
you want to lose weight, YOU ARE WRONG. 
Proper protein intake and watching your carbs 
and also the way you treat your metabolism are 
3 key things in losing weight or staying healthy 
in general.
 Another very overlooked factor of 
improving your health is sleep. Chronic sleep 
deprivation may cause weight gain by affecting 
the way our bodies process and store carbs and 
altering levels of harmones that affect our ap-
petite.

 It’s heading towards the end of January, 
and you know what that means. All of those fully-
motivated, well thought out workout resolutions 
around the world are slowly turning into “I’m too 
tired” or the classic “I just don’t have time.” Yes, 
without a doubt, a regular high school student has a 
busy and quite exhausting day as it is not to mention 
the student-athletes and other activities one might be 
interested in. But, as some come to find out, it’s not 
as hard to find time to take care of your body as it 
seems. 
 When most people think of “working out” 
they think of that stereotypical gym rat that lives and 
breathes the gym. That is NOT what is necessary to 
make your body healthier than it is right now. 
 Yes, if you want to make big strides in your 
overall strength and body composition it takes a lot 
of hard work and dedication..... but it doesn’t have to 
rule your life.
  As was mentioned earlier most people have 
a very busy schedule which means you don’t have 
1-2 hours of your day to go to a gym. Fortunately, 

Steve Cook poses for GymShark
photo courtesy of google images

Hitting the Gym
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Kylie D. Noe
Sports Co-Editor

Jackson the Therapy Dog 

Jackson requires. 
 Therapy dogs have been found to 
have many benefits on students perfor-
mances at school, from elementary schools 
to colleges. Outside of schools, people of 
all ages can also benefit from their com-
pany. Their presence has been shown to 
reduce blood pressure, increase self esteem, 
stimulate memory, and increase interaction 
between teachers and students. Additionally, 
people have been shown to be more active 
and responsive during and after they have a 
visit with a therapy dog.
 Therapy dogs are also ideal in help-

 In March 2016, Lee Hunter Elemen-
tary School gained a new member: Jackson 
the therapy dog. Jackson is a three year old 
Cavalier Spaniel/Poodle mix.
 Jackson works with the school 
counselor, Mrs. Rapert, to provide therapy 
to students throughout the school district.  
They did not know each other before they 
were paired together, but they love working 
with each other.
 “Students open up when they see 
him. A frown quickly becomes a smile and 
if they won’t talk to an adult... they will talk 
to Jackson. He helps with de-escalation. If a 
person is having a difficult day and is act-
ing out by yelling or throwing things, there 
is just something about Jackson that helps 
them calm down” said Rapert.  
 Jackson originally lived with a fam-
ily, but they became no longer available to 
take care of him anymore. He was donated 
to the CARES program to become an as-
sistance dog. He was tested, and found to be 
perfect for a therapy dog. 
 Inmates at Ellsworth Correctional 
Facility in Kansas trained Jackson, teaching 
him over 50 commands. After he completed 
his training, Mrs. Rapert traveled to Con-
cordia, Kansas, where she stayed for a week 
and learned all the commands and care that 

ing students with anxiety, autism, and other 
disabilities, by reducing stress and making 
the students feel more calm while they work 
in the classroom and around their school.
 “Jackson visited my room. It’s like his 
visit had a calming effect in my classroom” 
said Mrs. Murphy, a teacher at Sikeston R-6.
 Research has shown that the pres-
ence of a therapy dog can not only make a 
world of difference in gaining specific skills, 
such as reading, but they also contribute 
critically to emotional and rational devel-
opment. These dogs have also been found 
to help students get through issues such as 
anger management, bullying tendencies, and 
other psychological/social problems.
 Therapy dogs are becoming increas-
ingly more popular across the United States. 
There are approximately 387,000 therapy 
in the US that work in schools, hospitals, 
retirement homes, and with people with 
anxiety disorders and autism.
 Almost every breed of dog can be 
trained to be a therapy dog, but some are 
better than others. The best breeds are Lab-
rador Retrievers, German Shepherds, Grey-
hounds, Beagles, Saint Bernards, Chihua-
huas, Golden Retrievers, Yorkshire Terriers, 
and just like Jackson, Poodles and Cavalier 
Spaniels make the top 10 list. 

All photos courtesy of Google Images



January 26, 2018 8

Barker Bites: Gracie L. Barber
Reporter

 On December 20th, The 
Greatest Showman was released to 
local theatres. This musical features 
Hugh Jackman starring as P.T. Bar-
num, Zac Efron as Phillip Carlyle, 
and many more talented actors. It 
was produced by Michael Gracey, 
who also produced Naruto and 
Ned Kelly. 
 According to New York 
Times, the musical’s sales were very 
low for the first week it was out, 
but once the word got out, people 
couldn’t stop watching it. 
 Most stunts done in the 
movie were done by the actors. Ze-
ndaya Coleman, who plays Anne 
Wheeler, did all of the trapeze  that 
was performed in the musical.
 This musical has been 
bringing much excitement to many 
people across the world. Make sure 
to see the movie while it’s still on.

  Recently Simone Biles, 4 
time gold medalist, Aly Raisman, 3 
time gold medalist, and many more 
past Olympic gymnast reported 
that they were sexually abused by 
Larry Nassar. Larry was the United 
States Olympic doctor for 30 plus  
years. 
 Aly Raisman first men-
tioned it via the internet on No-
vember 10th. This case against 
Nassar has been building up since 
the 1990’s. The Olympics paid off 
these gymnasts families so they 
would not say anything.
 Nassar was sentenced to 
40-175 years in federal prison by 
Judge Rosemarie Aquilina. He is 
only being charged for 7 accounts 
of sexual assult, but many more 
people have accused him. He al-
ready has 60 years for child por-
nography.

 To be nominated for an 
Oscar if a chance of a lifetime. The 
nominations were announced on 
January 23rd. 
 According to Time Maga-
zine, males who win an Oscar can 
get a $3.9 million salary upgrade. 
As to where females only get 
around $500,000. 
 There are nominations for 
all kind of things, such as Best Pic-
ture, Best Animated Feature Film, 
Costume Design, and many more. 
24 awards are given out each year. 
There are at least 5 nominations 
given out in each category. 
 The host of the oscars this 
year is Jimmy Kimmel, who hosts 
his own show called Jimmy Kim-
mel Live. The Oscars will not be 
live until March 4th. Tune in to see 
if your favorite movie or actor won 
an Oscar. 

  The New England Patri-
ots and the Philadelphia Eagles are 
battling off for the SuperBowl title 
on February 4th at 5:30 p.m. The 
Patriots have already won 5 Super 
Bowl titles, while the Eagles have 
only won 3 titles. 
 The Eagles beat every-
one in the National Football Con-
ference in order to get here, and 
the Patriots beat everyone in the 
American Football Conference. 
 Tom Brady holds nearly 
every Super Bowl record as a quar-
ter back. He is one of only two play-
ers to have won 5 Super Bowl titles, 
and the only one to hae done it all 
on the same team.
 Thie Super Bowl will for 
sure be one to remember as Justin 
Timberlake performs the half time 
show. Don’t forget to tune in next 
Sunday for the big game.

The Olympic Scandal Oscar NominationsThe Greatest Show Super Bowl LII
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Total Domination 
The Sikeston Boys’ Basketball 

team has only lost once this season to a strong 
Charleston team, but they are using that loss to 
motivate them for a State championship at the 
end of this season. 
 While the basketball team travels the 
rough road of a long season, one senior is mak-
ing the most of his final season at Sikeston. Fred 
Thatch Jr. is collecting tournament MVP honors 
and breaking the All-Time career points scoring 
record for the Sikeston basketball team. 
 Before the game against Father Tolton 
in Columbia, MO. Fred Thatch Jr. knew he was 
going to break the record with only 8 points until 
it was broken. “I was really nervous going into 
the game. Breaking the school record is a big 
deal so I felt a lot of pressure on me,” Thatch 
said.
 Although Sikeston fans wanted him to 
break the record on his home court, they traveled 
all the way to Columbia to see history take place. 
Fred did not only break the All-Time scoring 
record for the Bulldogs, he passed a career mile-
stone of 2,000 points. Something only a handful 
have done in the state of Missouri.
 The Bulldogs are looking for another 
tournament win this week by competing in the 
Fort Zumwalt tournament in St. Louis Missouri. 
The Bulldogs will be playing in the Semi Final 
game tonight, and if they win they will go on to 
play in the championship game of the tourna-
ment the next day on Saturday, January 27.
 Sikeston Basketball is like no other. 
The hard defensive plays give the offense easy 
opportunities at the basket with tons of break a 
ways every game. With that being said, the Bull-
dogs know they will have to be in tremendous 
shape going into the season. 
 If you are not used to this type of play, 
it can be hard to adapt to it. The Long broth-
ers (Owen and Parker) moved to Sikeston from 
Alabama. Owen Long talked about how different 
basketball is here: “The coaches are great. They 

Riley G. Cantrell
Sports Co-Editor

put tons of effort into the program. They tradi-
tion of winning and the fans are totally different. 
The coaches here are trying to score 100 points a 
game, where in Alabama we would hold the ball 
and try to win 45-43. It’s hard to adapt. You have 
to condition in every drill you do to make sure 
you’re in shape for games,” Long said.  
 Poplar Bluff is next on the Bulldogs 
dub list. With not a strong showing at the SEMO 
Conference Tournament, The Mules will have 
to battle all game to stay close to the Bulldogs. 
Last season the Bulldogs traveled to Poplar Bluff 
to face a strong team. While the Mules had one 
of the top recruits in Missouri on their roster, 
they still fell short. This season, they have lost 
a couple people and the top recruit is hurt at the 
moment so the Mules will have to come up with 
a strategic plan to stop the Bulldogs.
 Support them at home on February 2.

Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat.

Sikeston’s Trey Jenkins hangs on the rim in a 
game against the Farmington Knights.

 Upcoming Games:
 2/2    Poplar Bluff      Home   7:00

 2/6   Saxony Lutheran  Away    7:00

 2/9       Cape Central     Away    7:00

 2/13          NMCC         Home   7:00

 2/15      Caruthersville  Away    7:00

 2/16           MCA           Home   7:00

 2/20         Jackson         Away    7:00

RECORD

BREAKING
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Leave it on the mat 
Will T. Garner

Distribution Manager

 “The team worked really hard and I am 
proud of everyone of them. Having two kids get 
second and others medal I would say that’s pretty 
good. We got 4th at conference and that’s great to 
have going into districts. 
 We have a very young team and we have 
some room to improve but I think going into the 
matches that matter we will have a lot of kids step 
up. I am excited being apart of this team and I’m 
excited to see what they will do down the road. I 
am sure there will be many kids go to state,” Angle 
said.
 To get into state a wrestler has to get 
fourth or better at districts. The team has two re-
turning state qualifers with Jr. Trent Elliot, and Jr. 
Josh Ristion. 
             Elliot is looking forward to districts and 
hopes to be able to make it to state for the second 
time. 
 “Last year I thought that I wasn’t going to 
be able to make it to state but I worked really hard 

  The Sikeston Wrestling team just fin-
ished conference last week and finished 4th as a 
team. The team had two wrestlers finish 2nd with 
Sr. Landon Griggs in the 195 weight class, and Jr. 
Quincey Nelson in the 152 weight class. 
 Jr. Tyreke Jamison got 3rd at conference 
in the 220 weight class and is proud of his accom-
plishments. 
 “There was a lot of competition up there 
and I worked really hard to get 3rd. I am proud 
of myself and the team for our accomplishments 
at conference. Now it’s crunch time and me and 
the wrestling team will start working hard for dis-
tricts so me and the rest of the team to go to state. I 
would love to make it to state and I would love to 
see my team mates go to state,” Jamison said. 
 Coach Blake Angle was very impressed 
with his team and what they did at conference and 
is excited about the matches coming up. 

Photo courtesy of Twitter

Photo courtesy of Twitter

Photo courtesy of Twitter

Jr. Quency Nelson posing with his second place medal 
after confrence. 

Sr. Landon Griggs accepting his second place medal at 
confrence 

Jr. Tyreke Jamison with his third medal stands proudly 
with his compitetion 

and ended up being able to go. State was a lot of 
fun and it was a huge accomplishment. I am really 
working hard this season so that make it to state 
again so that I can have that same feeling that I did 
last year. It’s going to be hard when it comes to dis-
tricts because we will have a lot of competition this 
year and I’m ready and excited for the challenge. 
We have a team that people should watch out for 
because we are going to be there when it matters”.  
 The wrestling team has a couple more 
matches coming up before districts with home 
meet January 30 vs. Kennett  which would be the 
senior night. The team also has a make up match in 
Arnold Missouri against Fox high school on Feb-
ruary 2nd. These two matches will get the team in 
good shape for districts that will be February 9-10 
in Farmington. 
 The Barker Staff and the rest of the school 
wishes the wrestling team great luck and hopes that 
all goes well. Everyone should go the  home match 
vs Kennet to cheer on our Bulldogs. 
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Abby E. Vaught
Co-Editor

Alley Oop to the Hoop

Kylie &
 iley’sR Rants

Riley G. Cantrell
Sports Co-Editor

 Dreams do not usually become reality. But 
for this iconic basketball player, they just became 
reality.
 Lebron James is arguably one of the greatest 
NBA basketball players of all time. Coming with all 
the fame and fortune, there will no doubt be haters. 
The people that could honestly not care how good 
you are, if you aren’t traded to their favorite team, 
they don’t like you. Now, there are some things not 
to like about Lebron. He has this cockiness about 
him that some people dislike. Some people call him 
cocky, while others call him extremely confident. In 
my opinion, he could be a little more humble but 
that is okay.
 The reason I am talking about Lebron James 
is because he just passed a milestone in his career 
that most Professional basketball players do not get 
to experience. 30,000 points in his career. Yes that’s 
right, 30,00 points. That equals 15,000 two pointers, 
or 10,000 three pointers. Not only did he reach this 
goal of his, but he became the youngest to ever do so, 
passing Kobe Bryant, one of the top ten best players 
to ever play basketball. He beat Kobe by over a year.
 There were only 6 players before Lebron to 
ever reach 30,000 points. Those players were: Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, Karl Malone, Kobe Bryant, Wilt 
Chamberlain, Dirk Nowitzki, and none other than 
Michael Jordan.
 So whether or not you like Lebron James, 
or if you hate him, you have to respect his work 
ethic and his strong will to reach this goal. 

Photo courtesy of SEMOBALL
Poplar Bluff attempts a shot in front of Sikeston’s Tebrya Benford (22) during their game on Thursday, 

January 18, 2018, at the Sikeston Field House. 

 “I would say that one of the biggest 
strengths that the team has displayed is their persis-
tence. Even in tough situations where most would 
crumble and give up, they don’t,” assistant coach, 
Bethany Asmus said. 
 The best example of this is the game from 
January 11. Asmus recalls beginning halftime, the 
girls were down by 19, but they pulled through with 
a win. A monster second half effort led to the Lady 
Bulldogs biggest comeback of the year, taking down 
rival Notre Dame. 
 “Most teams would have given up and 
think there is no way we are coming back. I’m sure 
there were some extremely shocked people when 
the 3rd quarter ended with us only down by 2 and 
resulting in a win by 7. I am so proud of the team,” 
Asmus said. 
 Sikeston fell behind 42-21 after the first 
half but outscored Notre Dame the rest of the way to 
pull of an improbable comeback. 

 “I am so proud of this team for battling 
back and playing some good team basketball in 
the second half. The only way to accomplish a feat 
like this is to have five people on the floor working 
together unselfishly and having temperatures on 
the bench cheering and encouraging,” head coach, 
Alisha Wills said. 
 The team faced yet another tough situa-
tion when playing Perryville on January 22. It was 
tough having one starter out with the flu, another 
with an ankle injury, and 3 in foul trouble entering 
into the 3rd quarter. 
 “They are starting to reap the rewards of 
their hard work and teamwork. We are finding our 
roles and things are starting to fall into place at 
the right time of the season. The current plan is to 
keep getting it day after day to be ready for those 
tough opponents still left on our regular season 
schedule and in districts,” Asmus said. 
 To continue supporting the team, you can 
continue attending their upcoming home games, 
the first being next week on February 1. The Lady 
Bulldogs are looking to push for a strong finish in 
Districts. 



Tail End

Ballin’ on a budget

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Jaquan Ray goes up for a Layup

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Trey Jenkins dunks against Farmington

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Owen Long dribbling up the court

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Tyreke Jamison wrestling against Poplar Bluff

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Sikeston sophomores block a shot in a recent game at the 
Field House. 


	Barker7pg1
	Barker7pg2
	Barker7pg3
	Barker7pg4
	Barker7pg5
	Barker7page6&7
	Barker7pg8
	Barker7pg9
	Barker7pg10
	Barker7Pg.11
	Barker7pg12

