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2018-2019 Barker staff want to wish you all good luck on your finals, a Merry Christmas, and a happy new year!

Gracie L. Barber
Editor

‘Twas the night before finals
And all through the town

Every student was studying 
But not making a sound

The books had been open
The quizlets had been made

Everyone saying
“I hope I get an A”

Passing the final
Requires a fighter

Who pushes themselves
To pull an all-nighter

Once the students felt ready
They hopped in their bed

Whiles dreams of A pluses 
Danced in their heads.

The notes and the lectures
Seemed like too much
But the students agreed
Their brains had enough

All the studying had been done
By the students with care
In hope that their teachers

Would be grading fair

The teachers send out 
One final alert

Keeping in mind
All of their hard-work

As they close their eyes
The teachers write

Good luck to you all,
And to all a goodnight!
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 The Christmas season is now in full 
effect. Shoppers are scrambling to find gifts to 
give to friends and loved ones. Some people 
are really enjoying looking for gifts but others 
dread this time of year. Finding the perfect 
gift for someone is not always easy. Finding 
the gift that you know will make a friend or 
loved one joyful can take lots of time.
 Christmas day is approaching as 
quickly as ever and I still haven’t purchased 
any Christmas presents. I am now starting 
to get anxious. How can it be so hard to find 
good gifts?  I decided to look up ‘the hottest 
gifts of 2018,’ but this was little to no help. 
The most important gifts of this year are 
cleaning robots and the new iPhone. 
 With more frustration than I had 
before, I started to wonder just exactly what 
makes a gift great. Is a good gift just one that 
is used all the time, or is it something that 
you have an emotional connection to? After 
asking myself these questions I realized that 
the answer is a little of both. 
 When thinking about Christmas 
gifts, I couldn’t help but to think back to what 
were some of my greatest gifts. A few things 
come to mind when I think about great gifts 
that I have received. I believe that my first 
guitar was my best Christmas present. I still 
have this guitar. I remember waking up on 
Christmas morning about ten years ago and 
being instantly excited. Every time I see that 
guitar I remember how happy I was to open it 
up on Christmas morning.
 Receiving a gift that I was able to 
use and can still remember today is awesome. 

I’m so glad to have been able to receive a gift 
that helped me understand how to find good 
gifts for people.
 Now that I am a gift-giving expert, 
I decided to go around the school and ask 
students what some of their best gifts were. 
The answers were all over the place. Some 
people said that their favorite gifts were 
simple things like blankets and clothes, others 
said their new phones or computers. 
 There seems to be a misconception 
that expensive gifts are the best. I know for a 
fact that this is not true. Receiving gifts from 
loved ones that have sentimental value is one 

of the best things about the Christmas season. 
You don’t have to spend all of your money on 
someone to make them happy this Christmas. 
Buy them something that will make them 
think of you when they use it. 
 Although I have struggled with 
buying gifts this year, I now feel like I will be 
able to make my family and friends content 
with the gifts I give them. For this editorial I 
asked students around the school what their 
favorite gifts were for inspiration. While 
not all of the answers are serious, they give 
an insight as to what people our age enjoy 
receiving as gifts. 

The gift giving season

Photo courtesy of Google Image
Christmas gifts placed under the tree.
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What is the best Christmas gift you have received?
“The best Christmas gift I 
have ever gotten was a big 
ole nerf gun.” 

         Evan Lawson ‘22

“My favorite gift was tickets 
to a Hannah Montana 
concert.”

        
                      Olivia Grant ‘21

“My Schwartz number from 
Coach Hop is my favorite 
gift ever.”

                         Sam Drury ‘20

“A Vladimir Tarasenko Jer-
sey. Go Blues!”

                   Giselle Galang ‘19 

“The best gift that I ever 
got would probably be my 
phone, I use it every day.”

Camryn Self ‘22

“A razor scooter. Major Air. 
Every Jump.”

Max Worth ’21

“The best present that I 
ever received was my Louis 
Vutton purse.”

Kylyn Newton ‘20

“The best gift in the whole 
wide world is my buddy 
Sam.”

Noah Hicks ‘19
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Sikeston Grad makes it BIG
Kelli L. Dukes 

Student Life Editor

 Edward McClain, a recent graduate of SHS, has done many 
exciting things in his career as a Welder since Graduating in 2017.  
Over the course of McClain’s high school career, he found an interest 
in Mr. Trankler’s SCTC Welding class and quickly spent most of his 
time in the classroom. That interest eventually turned into a career 
path, and one that would take him both near and far as he traveled as 
a certified Welder.  
 McClain, has been all around the country, working in states 
such as:  Oklahoma, Arkansas, Ohio, South Carolina, and West 
Virginia.  McClain is certified in four major welding processes. 
These processes are the Shielded Metal Arc Welding-SMAW, MIG 
Welding-GMAW, Flux Core Arc Welding-FCAW, and Gas Tungsten 
Arc Welding-GTAW. 
 I recently had the opportunity to interview McClain about 
his job opportunities, and what advice he would give to others 
interested in pursuing welding as a career.  “Take advantage of the 

Photo courtesy of Edward McClain
McClain taking a welding test in Durant Oklahoma.

time you have in class, and never be late or miss work when you get 
in the field,” McClain said. 
 With all the work that McClain has completed so far, there 
is another amazing job in store for him.  From November 2018 to  
Fall 2019, McClain  will be working the U.S. Marshall Islands as 
a Welder.  The Marshall Islands are located in the Pacific Ocean, 
and approximately 2,500 miles from Hawaii and 3,200 miles from 
Australia. 
 For this project, McClain will be working for San Juan 
Construction and along side the Army Corps of Engineers to build a 
pier. This billion dollar project is expected to last a little over a year. 
 McClain shared that in addition to making good money, he 
has been given the opportunity to travel, and not everyone gets to 
experience that in their job.  
 “For me, money has always been my primary motivator, but 
I’ve learned to love and enjoy the traveling aspect of it as well.  I 
really love to travel and see new things. This trip is going to be a cool 
and new opportunity for me to see a part of the world that very few 
people get to see,” McClain said. 
 This trip is a once in a lifetime experience. McClain is going 
to be working day-in and day-out to provide an extraordinary pier for 
the U.S. Army Corps. He loves his career, and hopes to inspire other 
students to make their own dreams come to reality. 
 “I’m definitely am going to experience something not many 
people get a chance to experience. Every time I go somewhere new, I 
get excited, but after a few weeks, I fall into a routine and it becomes 
my everyday life. Sometimes I do get homesick, but it’s going to be 
hard not to enjoy myself when I live on the beach,” McClain said.
 McClain has shown that with determination, and a dream,  
everything thing else will work its way out. He is a prime example of 
turning your dreams into a reality. 
 Trankler, shared his admiration for McClain’s hard work 
and accomplishments.
 “The World of Welding Technology is huge and the demand 
is at an all time- high. We achieve over a 90% direct career placement 
out of this course annually. If a student is willing to come in to this 
program, listen, and put the required time in daily, I can guarantee 
them a rewarding, high-paying career. I am that confident in the 
outcome. Edward is a great example of what you can do if you 
put your mind to it. I couldn’t be more proud of him and all he has 
accomplished,” Trankler said. 

Photo Courtesy of Edward McClain Photo Courtesy of Edward McClain
McClain working on a Steel Mill in Durant, Oklahoma. Pipeline project McClain assisted on as a fitter/helper. 
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John T. Myres
Reporter

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter

 Winter months are brutal when it 
comes to the weather conditions that come 
along with them. For many, the winter is 
especially rough.
 Many people do not have the means 
to buy clothes to keep themselves warm during 
the winter months. This is a problem not only 
in big cities, but in our own community. 
 The Bums have decided to take it 
upon themselves to help those affected by this 
issue by collecting winter clothes. 
 When Bleacher Bums sponsor Ryan 
Lindsey was asked the about the cause, he 
stressed the importance of being able to give 
back to those who are less fortunate.
 “It’s easy for most of us to take daily 
necessities for granted. Most of us don’t have 
to worry about basic shelter, staying warm, 
and getting a decent meal. Plenty of students 
have winter clothing in perfect condition 
that they’ve outgrown or replaced, so it only 
makes sense to donate those items to people 
in need. It’s a simple gesture that goes a long 

way for someone struggling. We should all try 
to take care off each other when we’re in a 
position to do so, because all of us will find 
ourselves needing help from others at some 
point in our lives,” Lindsey said.
 Every school within out district will 
benefit from the winter clothing drive.
 “Each school has a designated 
place to keep extra clothing, food, and 
hygiene products for students in need. We 
will distribute any winter items collected to 

schools within our district and the Bulldog 
Pantry. Counselors generally distribute them 
to students and families in need at that point 
in a private manner,” Lindsey said.   
 The Bleacher Bums held the winter 
clothing drive from Monday, December 3, 
to Friday, December 14. The Bums received 
several generous donations for this awesome 
event. 
 Thanks to the donations received, 
the lives of many students will be greatly 
impacted for the better.

 As the first semester of the 2018-
2019 school year draws to a close, we near 
an important time in every student’s life: 
finals. Finals are vital to the grades of each 
student and can often change them drastically, 
sometimes even a full letter grade. Finals in 
each class account for ten percent of your 
grade for the semester. The knowledge of 
the weight finals bear causes a very stressful 
period of time prior to the week of finals.
 “Since finals are such a big part of 
our final semester grade, I stress over being 
prepared for the actual finals instead of doing 
homework and other everyday assignments,” 
Megan Witt ‘20 said.
 The feeling of dread and anxiety 
is felt all throughout the school. The weeks 
before finals pass very slowly not only for 
students, but for teachers as well. Teachers 
recognize the significance of the tests and 
do everything in their power to prepare their 
students to perform exceptionally. 
 “Usually I provide my students with 
a study guide that reviews the material that 

we have been covering over the past several 
weeks to help them prepare for the final 
exam,” teacher Jennifer Hodgkiss said.
 This union between students and 
teachers allows each student to have an 
opportunity for success in the upcoming finals. 
All finals will take place during the last week 
of the first semester. Fifth and seventh hour 
finals take place on Tuesday, December 18th. 
Third, sixth, and eighth hour finals take place 
on Wednesday, December 19th. First and 

second hour finals take place on Thursday, 
December 20th. 
 There are many things you can do 
to better your chance of success on the finals. 
Things such as getting a good night sleep and 
studying thoroughly each night in the weeks 
prior will help you immensely. Whatever 
method of preparation you choose to go with, 
be sure to do everything possible to ensure 
that you get the grade you desire; your GPA 
depends on it. 

Lending a helping hat

It’s the finals countdown

    Photo Courtesy of Google Image
This sock hat serves as an example of what you may donate to this cause.

Photo by University of Dayton Roesch Library
The University of Dayton used a Friends theme during finals week.



Grant L. Stoner
Reporter

 In 45 B.C., New Year’s Day was 
celebrated on January 1, for the first time 
in history as the Julian calendar took effect. 
Soon after becoming a Roman dictator, Julius 
Caesar decided that the traditional Roman 
calendar was in dire need of reform.
 Introduced around the seventh 
century B.C., the Roman calendar attempted 
to follow the lunar cycle but frequently fell 
out of phase with the seasons and had to 
be corrected. In addition, the pontifices, the 
Roman body charged with overseeing the 
calendar, often abused its authority by adding 
days to extend political terms or interfere 
with elections.
 The Romans might have had the 
most accurate calendar at the time, but they 
weren’t the first to come up with the idea of 
a calendar. The Babylonians had a working 
calendar and they celebrated the new year as 
a time of celebration. 
 The ancient Babylonians are said to 
have been the first people to make New Year’s 
resolutions, some 4,000 years ago. They were 
also the first to hold recorded celebrations in 
honor of the new year—though for them the 
year began not in January but in mid-March, 
when the crops were planted.
 As times changed, modern scientists 
realized that there were small changes 
that needed to be made to the original 
Roman style calender. The original Roman 
calender implemented a leap year that was 

mathematically incorrect. This forced other 
scientists to create a brand new calender 
system based on earth’s solar trip around the 
sun. 
 Today, many people celebrate New 
Year’s Eve as a way to say ‘goodbye’ to the 
old year, and ‘hello’ to new one.  In fact, most 
people would agree that New Year’s day is 
considered a holiday even though there are 
some businesses that remain open.
 For example, December 31, is not a 
federal holiday, but it does fall in the holiday 
season at the end of the year. It is a holiday 
in some states like Kentucky, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin. Most schools and other 
educational institutions throughout the United 
States are closed.  Some organizations are 
closed and others are open, but offer limited 
services. Many stores are open on New Year’s 
Eve, but may close early. Many theaters, 
clubs and other entertainment venues have 
special programs, and it may be necessary to 
reserve tickets many weeks in advance.
 Public transit systems may operate 
normal or reduced services. Some companies 
extend their schedules into the early hours 
of January 1, to enable people who have 
attended New Year’s Eve parties to return 
home safely.  If you need to use public transit 
on December 31, it is wise to check the 
appropriate timetables carefully before you 
travel.
 There may be some congestion to 

 Making a point to carry out some 
New Year’s resolutions can benefit people both 
physically and mentally. Not only will setting 
a New Years resolution be  beneficial at the 
beginning of the year, but it can also create 
habits of accomplishing goals for the rest of the 
year. Making one resolution can lead to making 
many more. Making sure you stick to your New 
Year’s resolutions can benefit you for the rest of 
your life and may even encourage those around 
you to start one as well. 
 Sometimes creating a list will help 
people jump forward into the new year with a 
new resolution.  CBSnews.com has made a list 
of helpful tips to remember when writing your 
resolutions:  Be honest with yourself, stick to 
one thing, make SMART goals, arrange your 
environment for success, chart your progress, 
and make yourself accountable.  
 It is also important to remember to 
celebrate successes and be compassionate with 
yourself when you slip.
 Anyone can have a new years resolution 
for any reason. Some peoples’ resolutions vary 
with different lifestyles. Those who may be 
out of shape might have a resolution involving 
exercise, while those who want to be more 
financially stable will have a resolution to save 
money. 
 New  Years is a time to celebrate and 
make yourself a better you. Take advantage of 
the opportunity to start a plan that benefits you 
in anyway that you feel will help you.    

traffic or diversions around large scale events. 
Diversions may be in effect in the days before 
New Year’s Eve so that stands can be built. It 
is smart to check the local media if you wish to 
drive to or near large scale events.
 In addition to celebrating New Year’s 
Eve by attending an event, many people also 
come up with resolutions, or goals, they would 
like to see happen in the new year.
 According to a recent poll on 
telegraph.co.uk, the most common New Year’s 
Resolutions are:  exercise more, lose weight, eat 
more healthily, take a more active approach to 
health,  learn a new skill or hobby, and spend 
more time on personal wellbeing. 
 During the survey, 53 percent of 
respondents said their resolution for 2018 is to 
save money, while 45 percent would like to lose 
weight or get in shape.
 Regardless of what resolution you 
commit to, the goal is to improve life in the 
coming year. Resolutions can come in many 
forms. Some people make a promise to change 
a bad habit, such as quitting smoking or eating 
less junk food.
 There are many different ways one 
can stick to a resolution. You can make a list 
pointing out how to stay on top of the resolution, 
relying on a friend or a loved one to keep you 
on track with your goals, or reading on ways to 
complete your goals. Many people tend to stray 
away from resolutions because they lose track 
of their of original plan. 
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Christmas Classics 
Grace O. Blanton

Reporter

Elf Home Alone Santa Clause

Elf was released in 2003. This is the 
scene where Buddy welcomes Santa at 
the mall. Elf is very lighthearted and 
comical, which makes it a classic.

Miracle on 34th Street Love Actually Christmas Vacation

Frosty the Snowman The Polar Express The Grinch

Photo courtesy of Google Image Photo courtesy of Google Image Photo courtesy of Google Image
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Home Alone came out in 1991. The plot 
the movie keeps you on the edge of your 
seat, while making you laugh at the 
same time. 

In 1994, Santa Clause was released. 
This movie was such a hit, so the 
creators made it into a series. This movie 
makes me get into holiday spirit.

Miracle on 34th Street was released in 
1947. The movie is heart-wrenching, 
which makes it one of my favorites. The 
movie was remastered in 1994.

In 2003, Love Actually came out. It’s 
a love story with many characters and 
their relationships. This is a modern 
classic Christmas romantic comedy. 

Christmas Vacation came out in 1989. 
The hysterical movie makes for a great 
watch. The cutting of the turkey gets me 
every time.

The cartoon Frosty the Snowman 
came out in 1969. One of my favortie 
Christmas songs is “Frosty the 
Snowman” obviously from this. 

In 2004, The Polar Express came 
out. This is a classic movie from my 
childhood. My favorite scene is the one 
with hot chocolate. 

The new remastered version of The 
Grinch, which is currently in theaters, 
is better than the other versions. It has a 
cuter twist than the previous movies. 
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 The Lady Bulldogs basketball team-
record to begin the season is 2-4, after 3 tough 
losses against some of the best teams in the 
SEMO Conference. Two of those three losses 
came in the SEMO conference tournament to 
Notre Dame and Poplar Bluff. The Dogs did 
have a huge win against Cape Central, who 
is a district foe. This puts the team at 1-1 in 
the district standings and will be the most 
important record for the team this year.  
 The Lady Dogs recently beat a very 
tough St. Geniveve team 65-60 away from 
home, giving St. Geniveve their first loss 
of the season.  After being on a four game 
winning streak, the team recently played 
at Farmington High School, but the Lady 
Bulldogs would fall short against the tough 
team. 
 With the combination of upper and 
lower class-men, the Bulldogs look to find 
their identity through their next couple of 

games. 
 “We just need to play our game and 
not worry about anything else,” Assistant 
Coach Bethany Asmus said.
 With finding their identity the team 
looks to change up the lineup.  The team has 
been inconsistent with their lineup showing 
that anyone who works hard in games and 
during practice can earn themselves a starting 
spot. 

 The Lady Bulldogs look to their 
returning players for plenty of leadership to 
help create chemistry within the team to find 
what kind of team they are. 
 With plenty of young talent and 
Senior talent it can be difficult to create 
chemistry within the team. They hope to 
find themselves as they head into a difficult 
time with two tournaments in two weeks, one 
being the annual St. Dominic tournament.

 The best time of the year has finally 
arrived: Bulldog Basketball. With a huge win 
over Carnahan and then the home opener 
against Confluence Prep, the boys have 
proven that they are one determined team. 
 During the SEMO Conference 
tournament, the Bulldogs showed what it 
looks like to work as a team, and what can be 
the results of it. 
 “This team is different from my 
freshman year team because we are so much 
more skilled than my freshman year. We 
shoot, drive, and pass better as a whole instead 
of certain ones being good at it,” Kevin Jones 
“19 said. 
 Of course, it always helps when you 
have your fans cheering you on. 
 “Winning the SEMO Conference 
tournament at home is way better than 
anywhere else because we have the best fan 
base around. Winning it at home in front of 
our fans is really rewarding,” Payton Howard 
‘20 said. 
 This year was special for the seniors 
because they were able to say they’ve had the 

pleasure of winning all four years. 
 “It is crazy to win all four years, but 
I can’t imagine losing it. It’s always a great 
time,” Trey Jenkins ‘19 said. 
 “It feels great winning the tournament 
four years in a row because no one has ever 
done it before. It feels good being the first,” 
Jones ‘19 said. 
 Besides winning, there are other 
things that the players enjoy about the 
tournament. 
 “My favorite part about the SEMO 
Conference tournament is how competitive it 

is. The tournament is packed with very good 
teams. It’s fun having three tough games in 
the same week,” Howard ‘20 said. 
 After a long week, the Bulldogs 
proved themselves again and again. After a 
win against Dexter 75-46, and then against 
Charleston 92-61, the Bulldogs won the 
Championship against the Cape Central 
Tigers 74-67. 
 The Bulldogs look to win against the 
Notre Dame Bulldogs tonight.  Tip off is set 
for 6:00pm for JV; followed by the Varsity 
game at 7:00pm. 

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Sports Editor

Shelby F. Hodgkiss
Reporter

Finding their identity 

No time for Losers

Photo Courtesy of SEMO Ball
Taydrianna Barnett attemts to dribble around Cape Central defender.

Photo Courtesy of Sikeston Athletics
Sikeston boys celebrate after winning the SEMO Conference Championship against Cape Central.
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Isabelle R. McGill
Reporter

Hayden S. Alcorn
Reporter

  Millions of people are captivated 
by and look up to modern royalty: athletes. 
Professional sports players are idolized for 
their hard-working, resilient, inspirational, 
determined, and collaborative qualities. In an 
ideal world, public figures would be perfect 
role models for their fans, but headlines are 
often plagued by news of athletes associated 
with bad attitudes, steroids, violence, and 
immoral lifestyles. With all the pros and cons 
of athletes’ celebrity statuses, it is important 
to know how much influence they actually 
have on the public.
 In 2016, NFL player Colin 
Kaepernick kneeled during the U.S. National 
Anthem at a game in an attempt to protest 
police brutality and injustice. More and 
more players began to show their support for 
Kaepernick. Others began to bash the NFL 
itself, including President Trump, and a short-
lived policy was enacted requiring players on 
the field to stand for the anthem. Kaepernick 
sparked a national conversation, and though 
he hasn’t played in two years, Kaepernick is 

still one of the most talked about athletes. 
 Aly Raisman is a two-time Olympian 
and was captain of the 2012 and 2016 U.S. 
women’s Olympic gymnastics teams. Her 
strong and positive exterior led many to 
think she was living the perfect life, but, at 
16, Raisman was sexually assaulted by Larry 
Nassar, the team doctor of USA Gymnastics. 
After years of making excuses and keeping 
the trauma to herself, Raisman spoke out, and 
even testified at Nassar’s trial in early 2018. 

Because of her bravery, it has now been 
discovered that Nassar assaulted 332 girls 
and women. After pleading guilty, Nassar will 
spend the rest of his life in prison, all because 
a couple of young athletes found their courage 
and used their voice. 
 While some athletes use their power 
for negative reasons, most use their influence 
to make a change. Often, they are met with 
backlash along with their support, but there is 
no denying how much power athletes have.

  Girls’ wresting has come a long 
way over the years. When most people think 
of wrestling they imagine two boys in a ring 
battling it out. Recently, MSHSAA voted on 
a two year implementation of sex-separated 
wrestling for boys and girls in the state of 
Missouri. With this new rule, girls will be 
given the options to wrestle in the school’s 
boys or girls wrestling lineups. Starting in 
2020, girls will only be given the option to 
wrestle other girls. 
 This year Sikeston has three young 
women participating in wrestling: Kate 
Grubbs ‘22, Lila Eckert ‘22, and Cherie Jones 
‘20. All three are participating in the girls’ 
lineup. The wrestling team is encouraging 
more young ladies to come out and wrestle.  
 “It is pretty cool because it added 
another division  to the sport in the state. 
There are around 800 girls statewide that take 
part in wrestling and I would love for more to 
come out wrestle at our school. I think it was 
interesting how they did the girls’ hydration 
tests earlier than the boys group so they 

could  get the number of girls participating 
in wrestling. I like the way they are trying to 
market the sport to a new group of people so 
they could increase the number of participants 
in the sport,” Blake Angle, Assistant wrestling 
coach said.
 With these new doors opening for 
women wrestlers across the state, it is allowing 
women to rewrite school history. Jones ‘20 
became the first woman wrestler to ever win 
a match in Sikeston High School history.
  “It was kind of crazy when I won 
my match. I couldn’t believe it, but then again 

I could believe it because I had confidence. 
I didn’t know I was making school history 
when I won. I was just trying go out and win 
my match. When I found out I made school 
history I thought it was really cool because 
I didn’t go out to wrestle to make history. I 
just came out to wrestle because there were 
no girls wrestle and I thought it would be cool 
for girls to do,”  Jones said. 
 The Bulldogs will be wrestling in 
the Tiger Classic tournament December 14-
15 in Cape. Come out and support the men 
and women wrestlers over the weekend.

Under the Influence

Pinning gender norms

          Photo Courtesy of  Getty Images
Nassar survivors receive Arthur Ashe Courage Award at the ESPYs.

            Photo Courtesy of Corey Adkisson Twitter
Cherie Jones ‘20 after her victory.
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 The college football bowl season is 
upon us, which means from now until January 
7, every single ESPN analyst will give their 
‘expert opinion.’ An expert opinion is just 
the opinion of someone who gets paid to talk 
about a game. They’re nothing more than  
educated guesses. So instead of getting an 
‘expert opinion,’ here’s my average football 
fan opinion.
 First, let’s start with a hometown 
favorite. In the Autozone Liberty Bowl, 23 
ranked Missouri (8-4) will take on unranked 
Oklahoma State (6-6). Missouri is being led 
by quarterback Drew Lock. Lock has thrown 
for 3,125 yards and 25 touchdowns this year. 
Pairing Missouri’s high powered offense 
with the fact that Oklahoma State’s starting 
running back will be sitting out of this game, 
I don’t believe this game will present many 
challenges for Missouri.  I think Missouri 
will take this one by a score of 38-31.
 Now let’s look at the Chick-fil-A 
Peach Bowl. This game will be played 
between 10 ranked Florida (9-3)  and 7 
ranked Michigan (10-2). Florida has had its 
fair share of blunders this year, including 
losses to Missouri and Kentucky. Michigan 
is being led by head coach Jim Harbaugh 
and a solid defense. Michigan’s defense 
has allowed 21 or less points in 10 of its 12 
games. I expect this game to be a defensive 
battle, with Michigan winning 27-17.
 Let’s move on to the Goodyear 
Cotton Bowl. This college football playoff 
game will be played between 3 ranked Notre 
Dame (12-0) and 2 ranked Clemson (13-0). 

This match-up features two teams with high 
powered offenses. While Notre Dame has 
had a solid offensive season, Clemson has 
absolutely dominated nearly every team they 
have played. In this game, Notre Dame’s 
inexperience will end up costing them. 
Clemson will take this one by a final score of 
35-31. 
 In the other semifinal game, 
the Capital One Orange Bowl, number 4 
Oklahoma (12-1) and number 1 Alabama 
(13-0) will square off. This game features 
Heisman Trophy winner Kyler Murray. With 
two very strong offenses, this game is going 
to come down to defense. Alabama has one 
of the best defenses in the country, while 
Oklahoma’s defense is below average at best. 
Alabama’s offense will end up being too 
much for Oklahoma’s sub-par defense, and 
the tide will roll on 49-35.
 The Rose Bowl will be a battle of 
conference champions. 9 ranked Washington 
(10-3) will battle with 6 ranked Ohio State 
(12-1). With this being Urban Meyer’s last 
game coaching Ohio State, his players will 
come out with some extra motivation. Ohio 
State will sneak past Washington by a score 
of 31-27.
 In the last match-up, the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl, 15 ranked Texas (9-4) will take 
on 5 ranked Georgia (11-2). Georgia, coming 
off a loss in the SEC Championship game, 
will have a chip on their shoulder. They are 
going to look to show the playoff committee 
that they belonged in a playoff game. The 
Bulldogs will blow past Texas, 41-20.

Bowl game predictions
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	 The	MLB	off-season	is	finally	here,	
after	the	Boston	Red	Sox	won	the	World	
series.	Just	because	it	is	the	off-season	does	
not	mean	teams	are	taking	days	off.	Players	
may	be	taking	days	off,	but	franchises	are	not.	
It	is	trade	season,	and	that	means	big	moves	
for	big	players.	Players	such	as	Bryce	Harper,		
Corey	Kluber,	Manny	Machado,	and	a	player	
that	has	officially	signed	with	the	Cardinals.	
	 Six	time	All-Star,	Paul	Goldshmidt	
was	traded	from	the	Arizona	Diamondbacks	
to	the	St.	Louis	Cardinals	on	December	5.	The	
trade	included	(going	to	Diamondbacks)	SP	
Luke	Weaver,	catcher	Carson	Kelly,	infielder	
Andy	Young,	and	a	round	B	selection	in	the	
2019	compensation	draft.	This	trade	has	many	
Cardinals	fan	going	insane.	Getting	a	player	
like	Goldshmidt	is	huge.	He	has	a	batting	
average	of	.297,	209	home-runs,	124	stolen	
bases,	and	a	slugging	percentage	of	.532.	
These	stats	are	insane.	He	has	been	selected	
to	six	All-Star	games	out	of	the	seven	years	
being	in	the	league,	making	his	MLB	debut	in	
2011	for	the	Diamondbacks.		
	 With	Goldshmidt’s	stats,	do	you	
think	this	was	a	good	trade?	I	think	yes,	it	
was	a	great	trade.	Of	course	Carson	Kelly	
and	starting	pitcher	Luke	Weaver,	who	was	
7-11	and	had	a	4.95	ERA,	will	be	missed.	
Weaver	did	not	have	the	best	stats,	but	he	is	
a	25	year	old	with	plenty	of	potential.	Carson	
has	not	had	the	best	past	couple	of	years,	with	
only	batting	.114	and	only	playing	19	games	
with	35	at	bats	this	past	season.	He	went	
back	and	fourth	between	Minor	League	and	
Major	league	rosters.	Andy	Young	was	a	2nd	
baseman	who	batted	.319	but	is	a	24	year	old	
with	little	potential.	
	 The	Cardinals	got	a	great	player	to	
fill	in	their	hole	at	first	base.	This	will	allow	
Matt	Carpenter	to	move	back	to	third	base.	
But	will	this	trade	convince	Bryce	Harper	to	
come	to	St.	Louis?
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