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What’s Inside: Join the fight

       Photo by Brian Henson
This years Pink Out t-shirt design to raise attention for Breast Cancer awareness month. 

Shelby F. Hodgkiss
Reporter

	 This	 is	 the	 fifth	 year	 for	 the	 annual	 Pink	
Out	Game	at	Sikeston	High	School.	Every	year,	the	
SCTC	Graphic	Arts	 class	 sponsors	 the	 event,	 and	
promotes	it	with	t-shirt	sales,	rally	towels,	and	even	
frisbees.		This	year	is	no	exception.	
	 The	money	raised	from	the	Pink	Out	game	
is	 donated	 to	Missouri	Delta	Medical	Center.	Last	
year	alone,	the	raised	around	$4,800	in	t-shirt	sales	
for	MO	Delta.	
	 “Within	the	past	five	years,	we	have	raised	
a	 little	 over	$20,000	 for	 the	Missouri	Delta	Medi-
cal	Center	Foundation,”	Brian	Henson,	Graphic	Arts	
teacher	said.	
	 The	Missouri	Delta	Medical	Center	 is	ex-
tremely	thankful	for	all	Sikeston	Public	Schools	has	
done	for	them.	
	 “It’s	a	great	honor	to	be	a	part	of	the	Pink	
Out	Game.	We	 are	 very	 grateful	 for	 the	 donations	
in	 the	community.	The	Foundation,	 along	with	 the	
Mammography	 Department,	 appreciate	 all	 of	 the	
support	 and	 enthusiasm	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 Breast	
Cancer	Awareness	Month,”	Amy	Alcorn,	 Founda-
tion	Director,	said.	
	 The	SCTC	class	plays	a	major	role	in	every	
Pink	Out	game.	
	 “Mr.	 McGill	 approached	 me	 about	 five	

years	ago	to	start	the	Pink	Out.	We	thought	it	was	a	
great	idea	and	a	good	way	to	give	back	to	our	com-
munity,	especially	since	the	funds	stay	local	and	we	
know	what	they	are	used	for	each	year,”	Henson	said.	
	 Helping	women	to	get	mammograms	is	far	
from	the	only	thing	that	the	money	goes	towards.	
	 “The	money	raised	this	year	will	go	towards	
helping	uninsured	 and	under-insured	women	 to	 get	
their	mammograms.	It	will	also	help	with	any	other	
items	or	patient	needs	that	come	up	during	the	year,	
such	as	patients	with	Lymphedema.	The	money	also	
goes	towards	possible	upgrades	with	the	equipment,”	
Alcorn	said.	
	 Senior	students	in	Graphic	Arts	are	in	charge	
of	designing	the	t-shirts	every	year	and	they	take	the	
responsibility	of	designing	the	shirts	seriously.	
	 “We	were	sent	a	t-shirt	design	by	the	hospi-
tal	and	used	that	as	inspiration.	It	has	boxing	gloves,	
so	we	put	that	aspect	in	the	shirts,”	Audrey	Whitten,	
Graphic	Arts	Senior	said.	
	 The	Missouri	Delta	Medical	Center	would	
like	to	say	thank	you	to	everyone	for	their	support.	
	 “Thank	you	to	the	Graphic	Arts	Department	
with	the	Sikeston	Public	School	System	for	design-
ing	 and	 printing	 the	 shirts	 year	 after	 year,”	Alcorn	
said.	
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Gracie L. Barber
Editor

	 Many	 students	 can	 relate	 to	 being	
overwhelmed	by	the	activities	on	their	plate,	
especially	when	 that	means	 too	many	clubs.	
When	so	much	time	is	devoted	to	clubs	and	
extracurricular	 activities,	 other	 areas	 of	 a	
student’s	life	can	suffer.	Having	to	juggle	an	
abundance	of	clubs	can	either	make	or	break	
someone’s	high	school	career.	
	 According	 to	 www.census.gov,	
six	 in	 every	 ten	 children,	 ages	 six	 through	
seventeen,	are	in	at	least	one	extra	curricular	
activity.	Sikeston	High	School	offers	a	wide	
variety	 of	 clubs,	 accommodating	 everyone	
from	aspiring	artists	to	future	farmers.	
	 Sikeston	High	School	offers:	Fellow	
Christian	Athletes,	 Future	 Business	 Leaders	
of	America,	DECA,	ASTRA,	Link	Crew,	Art	
Club,	National	Honor	Society,	Drama	Club,	
TAP,	Bums,	Red	Peppers,	Key	Club,	Student	
Council,	Speech	and	Debate.
	 When	 students	 first	 begin	 high	
school,	 most	 don’t	 start	 out	 as	 members	 of	
too	many	clubs.	Students	usually	start	getting	
overwhelmed	as	they	discover	their	interests	
as	high	school	progresses,	joining	many	clubs	
that	fit	them.	This	leads	to	meetings	before	and	
after	school,	day	after	day.	When	homework	
and	a	job	are	added	into	the	equation,	stress	
becomes	unavoidable.					
	 Today,	high	schoolers	tend	to	stretch	
themselves	 too	 thin	for	college	applications.	
Although	 clubs,	 extracurriculars,	 and	
volunteer	work	 look	 good	 on	 paper,	mental	
health	can	take	a	big	hit.	

	 I	 know	 I	 can	 relate	 to	 being	 in	 too	
many	 	 clubs,	 since	 I	 serve	 as	 Red	 Pepper	
Treasurer,	National	Honors	Society	Secretary,	
senior	 class	 secretary,	 as	 well	 as	 being	 an	
active	member	in	other	clubs,	such	as	DECA	
and	FCA.	
	 My	experience	with	all	of	these	have	
not	 been	 easy,	 but	 it	 has	 given	me	 a	 chance	
to	make	new	friends	and	precious	memories.	
Because	my	experience	has	been	so	positive,	
I	recommend	being	active	in	clubs.	However,	
when	students	over-exert	 themselves	and	the	
amount	of	activities	 they	are	 involved	 in	get	
out	of	control,	the	negatives	quickly	begin	to	
outweigh	the	positives.		
	 Freshman	year,	I	did	not	even	know	
what	NHS	was,	I	heard	everyone	talk	about	it	
but	I	had	no	idea	what	it	was.	As	sophomore	

year	came	along	and	they	called	us	down	to	
talk	about	it,	I	started	realizing	that	this	was	a	
very	important	event.	One	of	things	that	NHS	
looks	at	when	choosing	new	members	is	how	
many	clubs	and	activities	potential	candidates	
are	involved	in.		Now	I	serve	as	the	secretary	
of	National	Honors	Society	and	I	have	loved	
every	minute	of	it.
	 If	you	feel	as	though	you	are	involved	
in	too	much,	or	in	charge	of	too	much,	you	can	
back	up	and	decide	which	clubs	you	enjoy	the	
most.	 If	 you	 feel	 as	 though	 you	 need	 to	 be	
involved	in	more,	go	talk	to	your	counselor,	
or	 just	 simply	ask	around	 to	 see	what	 clubs	
you	could	still	join.
	 There	is	definitely	a	club	at	SHS	for	
everyone	who	wishes	 to	 get	more	 involved,	
so	go	find	yours	today.

Being clubbed to death 

Photo	courtesy	of	Google	Image
Teens	are	becoming	more	and	more	stressed	becasue	of	clubs.	
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Do you feel overwhelmed by clubs? 
“No I do not feel over-
whelmed by clubs because I 
use my planner a lot to write 
down dates and times of 
clubs, and I color code them 
om my big calendar that I 
have hanging in my room.” 

Grace Foust ’19

“I typically don’t feel 
overwhelmed by clubs, 
but sometimes there are so 
many meetings and events 
close together that I do get 
stressed.” 

Ainsley Colwick ‘20

“Yes, because there are too 
many clubs and it’s hard to 
choose certain ones.” 

Emily Dover ‘21

“I don’t feel overwhelmed 
by clubs because I am not 
involved in as many things 
as I should be.” 

David Rowland ‘19

“Not really because it gives 
you something to do and 
you get to have a lot of fun.”

Tre Wade ‘21

“No, it’s an opportunity to 
branch out and try new 
things.” 

Zoe Robison ‘22

“I usually don’t feel 
overwhelmed by clubs, but 
sometimes there’s so many 
club meetings in one week 
that I just forget.” 

Alli Hay ‘19

“No, because it gives you 
something to do other than 
stay home, and you get to 
meet new people.” 

Aadin Cooper ‘21
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John T. Myres
Reporter

	 Fields	 of	 Faith	 is	 a	 national	 event	
hosted	 by	 FCA	 (Fellowship	 of	 Christian	
Athletes)	chapters	all	across	America.
	 When	 the	 event	 was	 first	 founded,	
it	was	 to	 the	dismay	of	many	who	believed	
that	it	would	be	a	total	flop.	These	naysayers	
were	 quickly	 proven	wrong	when	 the	 event	
turned	out	to	be	a	massive	success.	This	led	to	
the	event	becoming	a	national	ordeal	with	the	
amount	of	participants	growing	exponentially	
as	the	years	go	on.	Since	the	event	was	first	
hosted	 at	Sikeston	High	School,	 it	 has	been	
wildly	 popular	 among	 students	 and	 adults	
alike,	and	is	looking	to	be	an	ongoing	tradition	
at	the	school.
	 Joshua	Mills,	 a	 huge	 contributor	 to	
many	FCA	chapters	in	the	Southeast	Missouri	
area,	had	this	to	say	about	the	event:
	 “It’s	 great	 to	 see	 Fields	 of	 Faith	
coming	in	for	the	third	year	to	Sikeston	High	
School.	 Each	 year	 the	 excitement	 level	 has	
grown	 and	 2018	 is	 one	 we’re	 all	 looking	
forward	 to	 for	 sure.	We	have	 some	 students	
sharing	from	Sikeston	as	well	as	New	Madrid	
County	 Central,	 community	 leaders	 getting	
involved	and	participation	from	a	lot	of	youth	
groups.	We’re	really	blessed	to	see	this	event	
still	 going	 strong	 and	 anticipate	 big	 things	
this	year.	For	us,	with	Fellowship	of	Christian	

Athletes,	 it’s	 great	 to	 partner	 with	 SHS	 and	
their	staff	to	make	this	all	happen	once	again.	
We’re	truly	grateful	for	all	they	do	for	FCA,”	
Three	Rivers	Area	FCA	Director	Joshua	Mills	
said.
	 Although	 the	 event	 was	 founded	
way	back	 in	2002	by	 a	group	of	 students	 in	
Oklahoma,	and	made	public	in	2004,	the	event	
is	rather	new	to	Sikeston	High	School	which	
first	hosted	the	event	three	years	ago	in		2015.	
Many	surrounding	schools	soon	followed	suit	
hosting	their	own	Fields	of	Faith	events.	
	 Students	 of	 other	 schools	 in	
neighboring	 towns	 are	 welcome	 to	 attend	
these	 events,	 such	 as	 Ean	 Buffington	 of	
Jackson	who,	not	only	attended	the	event,	but	
gave	a	testimony	of	his	own	faith	in	front	of	
the	attendees.
	 Fields	of	Faith	is	a	very	large	event	
for	FCA	due	to	it	being	an	interdenominational	
event	that	appeals	to	all	Christians.	Last	year,	
Sikeston’s	 Fields	 of	 Faith	 had	 over	 1,000	
people	 in	 attendance	 which	 speaks	 greatly	
about	the	magnitude	of	the	event.
	 The	event	is	held	nationally	(in	most	
participating	schools)	on	Wednesday,	October	
10.	Sikeston’s	Fields	of	Faith	was	held	in	the	
Field	House	at	Sikeston	High	School.	
	 	 The	 event’s	music	was	 led	

by	 Doug	 Johnson,	 a	 worship	 leader	 at	 First	
United	 Methodist	 Church	 of	 Sikeston	 who,	
when	asked	about	the	event,	had	this	to	say:
	 “Fields	of	Faith	is	one	of	my	favorite	
yearly	events	that	we	do	here	in	Sikeston.	It’s	
an	honor	to	lead	our	students	and	community	
in	worship,	 but	what	 I	 enjoy	 the	most	 about	
this	 event	 is	 seeing	 people	 gather	 in	 the	 end	
zones	 to	make	 the	decision	 to	 follow	 Jesus,”	
Johnson	said.
	 High	 school	 students	 as	 well	 as	
college	 athletes	 and	 teachers	 gave	 touching	
testimonies	 on	 their	 faith	 and	what	 it	 means	
to	 them.	 One	 of	 these	 students	 is	 Shelby	
Hodgkiss,	 a	 junior	 at	 Sikeston	 Senior	 High,	
who,	 when	 asked	 about	 the	 importance	 and	
impact	of	the	event	gave	an	emotional	answer.
	 “I	 think	 the	 event	 is	 very	 important	
because	 it	 helps	 to	 spread	 God’s	 word	 in	
the	 community	 amongst	 believers	 and	
nonbelievers.	 To	 some,	 the	 event	 is	 crucial	
in	 their	 walk	 with	 Christ,	 and	 that’s	 really	
touching	to	me”	Hodgkiss	‘20	said.	
	 It	is	clear	to	see	that	Fields	of	Faith	is	
a	very	large	event	which	means	a	multitude	of	
things	to	many	people,	and	the	positive	energy	
doesn’t	seem	to	be	going	anywhere,	meaning	
this	event	will	be	a	lasting	tradition	at	SHS.
  

Photo	courtesy	of	Google	Image	Search
Last	year’s	Fields	of	Faith	logo	and	slogan	over	a	football	field

One day, one mission, one stand
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Kelli L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

Isabelle R. McGill
Reporter

	 Since	the	month	of	October	has	be-
gun,	many	 students	 are	 in	 the	 spooky	 spirit	
and	cannot	wait	 to	 trick	or	 treat	on	Hallow-
een.	 The	 year	 Student	 Council	 is	 hosting	 a	
“Trunk	or	Treat”	event	on	October	31,	at	the	
Sikeston	Field	House,	from	5:30-7:30pm.
	 Student	 Body	 President,	 Emma	
Jones	 ‘19,	 says	 she	 is	 excited	 to	 see	 all	 the	
costumes	 and	 smiles	 that	 she	 and	 the	 other	
students	will	bring	the	children.	
	 “I’m	really	looking	forward	to	trunk	
or	treat	this	year	because	Student	Council	has	
some	really	fun	things	planned	for	this	year.	
Also	I	can’t	wait	to	see	all	the	cute	costumes	
again	this	year!”	Jones	said.	
	 Trunk	or	Treat	has	been	taking	place	
for	over	the	past	ten	years	and	is	a	community	
event.	
	 Karsyn	 Stone	 ‘19,	 Student	 Council	
representative,	says	she	plans	to	help	out	by	
dressing	 up	 and	 waiting	 for	 the	 children	 to	
stop	by.	“I’ll	be	helping	out	by	dressing	up	for	
Halloween	 and	 handing	 out	 sweets.	 I	 really	
cannot	wait	to	see	all	the	little	ones	dressed	up	

and	seeing	the	excitement	in	their	faces	when	
they	receive	the	candy”	Stone	said.
	 Various	 student	 organizations	 have	
been	 invited	 to	 participate	 Trunk	 or	 Treat.		
Red	 Peppers,	 Bleacher	 Bums,	 NHS,	 Key	
Club,	FBLA,	and	DECA	are	just	a	few	of	the	
groups	that	will	be	represented.
	 Mrs.	 Jill	 Grojean,	 Student	 Council	
Sponsor,	is	looking	forward	to	this	event	and	
believes	it	will	be	a	major	benefit	for	the	com-

munity.	
	 “I	am	excited	to	see	all	of	the	stu-
dent	 involvement!	 The	 students	 have	 al-
ready	started	thinking	of	ways	that	they	can	
make	this	year	new	and	fresh.	The	Student	
Council	 Social	 committee	 is	 discussing	
adding	a	few	games	and	prizes	to	the	event”	
Grojean	said.
	 Everyone	 is	 welcome	 to	 attend	
Trunk	or	Treat.

	 This	month,	Sikeston	High	School’s	
Drama	 Club	 will	 be	 performing	 their	 next	
play	Antigone Now.	 Tickets	 to	 the	 play	 are	
free.	 It	will	 take	place	 at	 the	Sikeston	Field	
House	on	Friday,	October	19	at	7	pm	and	on	
Saturday,	October	20	at	2	pm.
 Antigone Now	 is	 a	 contemporary	
take	 on	 Antigone,	 a	 Greek	 tragedy	 by	
Sophocles.	 The	 new	 version	 was	 published	
in	2008	by	Melissa	Cooper.	It	is	set	in	a	city	
after	war	and	centers	on	the	main	character,	a	
rebellious	Antigone,	who	defies	her	uncle	to	
bury	her	disgraced	brother.	It	brings	a	modern	
feel	to	an	ancient	story	and	deals	with	power,	
fate,	and	morality.
	 The	 main	 cast	 for	 Antigone Now 
is	 made	 up	 of	 the	 Drama	 Club.	 It	 includes	
Aliza	Phillips	as	Antigone,	Miraha	Burns	as	
Ismene,	and	Ethan	Abernathy	as	Creon.	The	
chorus	is	comprised	of	Dekyria	Jones,	Kalisa	
Applewhite,	and	Vallet	Walker.	The	pieces	of	
the	set	and	props	were	gathered	by	members	
of	the	cast	as	well.
	 “This	 is	a	very	 important	and	great	
show	 to	 see.	 It	 shows	 that	 standing	 up	 for	

what	you	believe	in	is	not	always	bad,	and	you	
should	never	back	down.	It	relates	to	modern	
life	too,”	Aliza	Phillips	‘22	said.	
	 Mrs.	 Ramsey	 is	 the	 Drama	 Club	
sponsor	and	is	in	charge	of	the	play.	
	 “I	am	excited	for	the	play	because	it	
is	a	change	from	last	year.	Last	year	we	did	a	
musical	comedy	 that	was	great	and	so	much	
fun.	This	year,	the	play	makes	you	really	think	

about	what	power	can	do	to	someone	and	how	
different	 people	 react	 to	 tragic	 and	 difficult	
situations.	I	don’t	want	to	give	away	the	end,	
but	I’ll	just	say	that	several	characters	realize	
things	after	it	is	too	late,”	Ramsey	said.
	 Make	plans	to	attend	the	show.	Mrs.	
Ramsey,	the	cast,	and	everyone	else	invloved	
are	looking	forward	to	performing	and	seeing	
everyone	there.

Trunk or Treat

Drama Club’s Antigone Now

    Photo Courtesy of Google
The Barker Staff wishes everyone at SHS a Happy Halloween!

Photo courtesy of Google Image
A poster for the play.
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Grace O. Blanton
Reporter

	 If	 you	walk	 into	 any	 public	 place,	
the	 chance	 of	 seeing	 someone	 with	 a	 vape	
or	 Juul	 is	 very	 likely.	 Many	 teens	 own	 a	
vape	 or	 Juul,	 or	 know	 someone	 who	 does.	
The	emergence	of	e-cigarettes	has	become	a	
problem,	and	many	people	do	not	think	about	
the	health	effects	of	using	them.
	 Approximately	 1.7	 million	 high	
school	students	in	the	United	States	have	used	
an	e-cigarette	in	the	past	30	days.	Physicians	
are	 concerned	 about	 the	 enormous	 amount	
of	 teens	 using	 e-cigarettes.	 Since	 teens	 are	
using	them,	doctors	are	worried	about	 them	
developing	a	nicotine	addiction.	People	who	
vape	can	get	addicted	to	nicotine	in	as	little	as	
2-3	months.
	 Kevin	Blanton	MD,	pediatrician	at	
Ferguson	 Medical	 Group,	 agrees	 with	 the	
concern	of	teens	becoming	addicted.	
	 “My	 main	 concern	 about	 teens	
vaping	 and	 juuling	 is	 that	 it	 will	 lead	 to	
them	 smoking.	 I	 also	 worry	 about	 nicotine	
addiction.	There	is	an	increase	in	chances	of	
heart	attack,	lung	cancer,	and	stroke	for	those	
who	chose	to	vape	or	smoke.” Blanton	said.
	 Although	 the	 direct	 health	 effects	
of	 the	 Juul	or	 a	vape	are	unknown,	doctors	
are	 concerned	 on	 their	 effect	 on	 adolescent	
brain	 development.	 Just	 like	 alcohol,	 there	
are	 laws	 on	 the	 age	U.S.	 residents	 can	 use	
nicotine	 because	 of	 the	 development	 of	 the	
body.	When	people	are	prematurely	exposed	
to	nicotine,	it	can	pose	an	effect	on	the	body.		
People	who	vape	and	smoke	at	the	same	time	
are	 five	 times	more	 likely	 to	 	 have	 a	 heart	
attack.	
	 E-cigarettes	 are	 advertised	 to	 help	
people	 quit	 smoking;	 however,	 	 there	 is	 no	
evidence	that	they	even	work.	Juul	pods	have	
5%	nicotine	in	them,	compared	to	the	1.23%	
in	a	pack	of	cigarettes.	
	 Trevin	Mayabb	MD,	family	practice	
doctor	at	Ferguson	Medical	Group,	does	not	
agree	with	people	using	electronic	 smoking	
devices.
	 “There	is	no	way	I	would	recommend	
the	use	of	e-cigarettes.	Many	people	ask	me	
if	they	are	safer	than	cigarettes,	but	they	are	

not.	No	 form	 of	 vaping,	 juulig,	 or	 smoking	
is	safe.	Even	though	they	are	FDA	regulated,	
they	are	not	good	for	the	body.”	Mayabb	said.	
	 The	 sale	 and	 distribution	 of	 Juuls	
to	teens	has	become	a	problem	in	the	United	
States.	In	April	2018,	the	FDA	sent	out	a	letter	
to	forty	retailers	across	the	country	for	selling	
Juuls.	The	market	for	Juuls	is	in	jeopardy.	
	 Many	 students	 do	 not	 even	 know	
exactly	 what	 is	 in	 Juul	 pods.	 A	 study	 by	
National	Institute	on	Drug	Abuse	shows	what	
people	think	are	in	the	pods.	Sixty-six	percent	
thought	 the	 pods	 contained	 just	 flavoring.	
Five	point	eight	percent	thought	that	the	pods	
had	 marijuana.	 Thirteen	 point	 two	 percent	
thought	 they	 had	 nicotine.	 Thirteen	 point	
seven	did	not	know	what	was	in	pods.	Lastly,	
one	point	three	percent	said	other.		
	 Layan	Alkilani	‘20	gave	her	opinion	
on	teens	using	e-cigarettes.
	 “I	would	never	Juul	or	vape	because	
the	 long	 term	 effects	 of	 using	 them	 are	
still	 unknown.	 It	 is	 very	dangerous	 to	 put	 a	
substance	into	your	body	if	you	do	not	know	
exactly	what	it	does,”	Alkilani	said.	
	 Teens	 who	 use	 Juuls	 and	 vapes	
probably	do	not	realize	that	 it	does	not	only	
affect	them.	
	 Mr.	 Ryan	 Lindsey,	 marketing	
teacher	 at	 SHS,	 	 gave	 his	 opinion	 on	 teens	
using	them.
	 “When	 students	 are	 using	 Juuls	 at	
school,	despite	knowing	the	consequences,	it	
shows	just	how	controlling	nicotine	addiction	
can	be	over	self	control.”	Lindsey	said.
	 A	study	in	2018	showed	that	one	in	
five	students	ages	12-17	have	seen	one	used	
at	school.	Students	are	starting	to	use	them	in	
class,	and	teachers	are	unaware	of	it.	
	 Mrs.	 Anne	 Crader,	 E.A.G.L.E.	
teacher	at	SHS,	commented	on	students	using	
them	in	general,	as	well	as	in	class.	
	 “I	think	that	teens	using	Juuls	in	class	
is	 a	 distraction	 from	 the	 learning	 process.	
Students	 should	 come	 to	 school	 to	 learn.	 I	
also	think	that	using	them	is	an	unnecessary	
waste	of	time,”	Crader	said.	
	 The	 administration	 at	 the	 high	

school	is	also	trying	to	crack	down	on	the	use	
of	Juuls	here	on	campus.	The	principals	have	
noticed	the	rising	problem	of	Juuls.		
														The	principals	have	also	noticed	that	
the	 teachers	 are	 not	 aware	 of	 the	 problem,	
and	do	not	know	what	to	look	for.	One	goal	
of	the	administration	is	to	educate	the	staff	on	
Juuls	in	order	to	help	stop	the	problem.	
	 Another	 route	 of	 prevention	 is	
informing	 the	 parents.	 The	 design	 of	 the	
Juul	makes	 it	 easy	 for	 teens	 to	hide	 it.	The	
administration	hopes	to	educate	the	parents,	
so	 they	 know	 what	 to	 look	 for	 from	 their	
children.	
	 Mr.	Doyle	Noe,	9th	grade	principal	
at	 SHS,	 has	 seen	 Juuls	 become	 a	 huge	
problem	 at	 the	 school.	 He,	 along	 with	 the	
other	administrators,	want	 to	come	 together	
to	solve	the	problem.	
	 Mr.	 Noe	 expressed	 his	 perspective	
on	Juuls.
	 “I	think	that	teens	use	Juuls	because	
they	want	 to	be	 a	part	 of	 a	 trend.	 Juuls	 are	
very	new,	and	we	do	not	know	exactly	what	
is	in	them.	The	most	troubling	thing	to	me	is	
that	 students	 are	 unaware	 of	what	 potential	
health	 risks	are	associated	with	using	 them,	
Noe	said.
	 An	 anonymous	 student	 was	 asked	
why	 they	 decided	 to	 vape,	 do	 they	 think	
about	 the	 long	 term	 health	 effects,	 and	 do	
they	ever	think	about	stopping.	
	 “I	started	using	the	Juul	because	one	
of	my	friends	had	one	and	I	was	intrigued	by	
it.	I	do	think	about	the	health	effects	because	
no	one	is	100%	sure	what	long	term	effects	
are.	I	try	to	make	it	a	goal	to	not	do	it	a	lot	
because	I	do	not	want	to	make	it	a	long	term	
habit.	 I	have	been	able	 to	stop	for	weeks	at	
a	 time.	 I	don’t	 feel	 like	 I	am	addicted	 to	 it.	
When	I	don’t	have	pods,	I	do	not	think	about	
using	it.	I	mostly	use	the	Juul	to	help	me	with	
my	anxiety.”
	 Although	 the	 Juul	 is	 a	 very	
controversial	 topic,	please	 think	about	what	
the	potential	effects	are	before	using	it.	Often	
the	 costs	 of	 doing	 something	 outweigh	 the	
benfits	of	it.
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Counselor’s Corner
 
	 This	school	year	is	flying	by	as	the	first	
quarter	will	be	ending	soon.	My	name	is	Kim	
Thornbrough,	and	I	am	the	senior	counselor.		I	
have	 been	 the	 senior	 counselor	 at	 SHS	 since	
2007.		
	 October	is	a	busy	month	for	everyone,	
especially	 the	 seniors.	 The	 entire	 month	 of	
October	is	dedicated	to	helping	students	fill	out	
college	applications	and	applying	for	financial	
aid.	
	 October	 22	 will	 be	 a	 big	 day	 for	
juniors	 and	 seniors	 as	 they	 will	 be	 attending	
the	 College	 Fair	 which	 will	 be	 held	 in	 the	
Field	 House.	 	 Over	 50	 colleges,	 universities,	
technical	schools,	and	military	representatives	
will	be	on	our	campus	that	day.	This	will	be	a	
great	opportunity	for	students	to	explore	all	of	
the	different	options	out	there.
	 For	seniors,	 the	FAFSA	is	now	open.	
The	FAFSA	is	the	FREE	Application	for	Federal	
Student	 Aid.	 	 Students	 who	 are	 planning	 on	
going	to	college	or	technical	schools,	will	need	
to	 fill	 the	 FAFSA	 out	 in	 order	 to	 qualify	 for	
federal	grants	and	loans	to	help	pay	for	college.	
There	are	several	scheduled	events	this	month	
to	assist	students	in	completing	the	FAFSA.	
	 On	October	11,	Ms.	Johnson	will	be	in		
the	“C”	Building	Computer	Lab	to	help	students	
apply	for	their	FSA	ID.	Every	senior	will	need	
their	own	FSA	ID	and	one	parent	will	need	an	
FSA	ID	as	well.	This	must	be	completed	before	
the	FAFSA	application	can	be	filled	out.	
	 On	October	18,	during	Parent/Teacher	
Conferences,	 there	 will	 be	 a	 FAFSA	 Frenzy.	

Seniors	can	sign	up	for	an	appointment	through	
Ms.	Johnson	to	get	help	filling	out	the	FAFSA	
that	night.	
	 We	have	 several	 other	 events	 offered	
this	month.	ACT	Blitz	sign-ups	are	on	October	
16,	 and	 the	Blitz	will	 be	 held	 on	October	 25.	
Students	 can	 also	 attend	ACT	 tutoring	 at	 the	
YMCA	 every	 Wednesday	 leading	 up	 to	 the	
October	 27	 test.	 	 Juniors	 and	 seniors	 who	
have	 signed	 up	 will	 be	 touring	 Murray	 State	
University	on	October	17.		Finally,	seniors	will	
be	 taking	 the	 WorkKeys	 assessment	 October	
30th-31st.
	 All	students	need	to	continue	to	check	
their	 counselor’s	 Google	 Classroom	 page	 for	
weekly	 announcements.	 Keep	 working	 hard	
in	your	classes,	make	good	grades,	and	always	
remember	 to	 show	 support	 for	 the	 Sikeston	
Bulldogs!		

5 Years Ago
						The	Sikeston	
Bleacher	BUMS	held	
the	first	BUMS	Wiffle	
Ball	Classic.	The	
tournament	was	an	
event	to	raise	money	
for	the	Kenny	Rogers’	
Children’s	Center.	The	
tournament	consisted	
of	thirteen	teams.	
The	teams	consisted	
of	BUMS,	coaches,	
and	community	
members.	All	proceeds	
were	donated	to	the	
organization.	

10 Years Ago  
								Former	President	
Barack	Obama	was	
elected	as	the	first	Afri-
can	American	President	
in	U.S.	history.	Before	
the	election,	President	
Obama	was	a	sitting	
U.S.	Senator	(D-IL).	
Obama	ran	against	fel-
low	U.S.	Senator	John	
McCain	(R-AZ).	Obama	
easily	won	the	2008	
election.	This	election	
was	the	start	of	the	first	
of	President	Obama’s	
two	terms	as	President.

20 Years Ago
        Bob	Depro	traveled	
to	Washington	D.C.	
to	meet	with	Former	
President	Bill	Clinton.	
Depro	was	chosen	
to	represent	the	
Missouri	Department	
of	Elementary	and	
Secondary	Education	
in	a	conference	with	
President	Clinton	and	
Richard	Riley,	the	
former	Secretary	of	
Education.	The	focus	
of	the	meeting	was	the	
status	of	education.	

• October 12- 
Annual Varsity 
Football Pink 
Up game vs 
New Madrid

• October 
18- 1/2 Day 
(Parent Teacher 
Conferences)

• October 19- 
No School 
(Teacher’s 
In-Service) 

• October 26- 
Varsity Football 
District Playoff 
Game vs TBA

• October 31- 
Halloween 

Digging Up Bones

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter

Kim Thornbrough
Senior Counselor
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	 Just	like	all	of	the	other	high	school	
fall	 sports	 teams,	 the	 Sikeston	 girls	 tennis	
team	is	preparing	for	districts.	Districts	are	do	
or	die	time.	A	loss	in	districts	is	an	end	to	the	
season.	The	girls	have	been	practicing	hard-
er	than	ever	and	working	on	their	individual	
mistakes.
	 “We	 are	 preparing	 for	 districts	 by	
focusing	 on	 our	 weaknesses	 individually.	 I	
think	that	if	our	players	are	able	to	focus	and	
improve	these	areas	we	have	a	chance	to	win	
a	round	or	two	in	districts.	My	hopes	for	the	
end	of	the	season	are	that	the	girls	have	im-
proved	 their	 tennis	games	and	enjoyed	 their	
time	on	 the	 team,”	Head	 tennis	 coach	Marc	
Jannin	said.
	 Earlier	 the	 girls	 fell	 short	 in	 team	
districts.	 Now,	 each	 player	 from	 the	 tennis	
team	gets	 an	opportunity	 to	play	 in	 individ-
ual	districts.	Individual	districts	allows	single	
players	to	go	to	state.	If	any	of	the	Sikeston	
girls	get	either	1st	or	2nd	 in	 the	 tournament	

then	they	will	be	eligible	for	state.
	 “With	only	having	6	now	4	girls	on	
the	 team	 this	 year	 preparing	 for	 districts	 as	
been	a	little	nerve	racking.	We’ve	been	work-
ing	a	lot	on	individual	play	as	well	as	doubles.	
I’m	feeling	very	confident	that	all	of	us	girls	
are	going	 to	 try	our	best	during	districts	 this	
year.”	Said	Alyssa	Hillis’19
	 The	girls	have	grown	as	a	team.	With	
a	season	plagued	by	injury,	the	girls	have	had	

to	practice	with	multiple	lineups.
	 “Our	doubles	teams	have	been	con-
stantly	switched,	but	the	ladies	have	been	able	
to	cooperate	with	their	new	partners	and	com-
pete	as	a	team.	“	said	head	tennis	coach	Mark	
Jannin.
	 Overall,	the	Sikeston	tennis	girls	are	
excited	and	confident	 for	districts.	They	are	
looking	to	extend	their	individual	seasons	to	
compete	at	state.	

	 Bulldog	 volleyball	 had	 an	 eventful	
week	last	week.	The	team	had	senior	night,	a	
tournament	in	Jackson,	and	preparing	for	the	
Districts	in	the	coming	weeks.	
	 After	 a	 tough	 loss	 to	 Portageville	
2-1,	the	Bulldogs	took	on	Malden	for	senior	
night	 in	which	 they	 lost	 in	 straight	 sets	2-0.	
Even	though	the	Bulldogs	lost,	the	night	was	
still	special;	it	was	the	last	night	the	three	se-
niors	 Zaria	 Blissett,	 Deonna	 Clemons,	 and	
Grace	Foust	would	 step	on	 the	Field	House	
floor.	
	 The	 game	 meant	 a	 lot	 to	 them	 as	
captured	 in	 a	 comment	 from	 Senior	 Grace	
Foust.
	 “Playing	in	my	last	home	volleyball	
game	 was	 bitter	 sweet.	 That	 game	 against	
Malden	was	the	last	time	I	would	ever	serve	
a	ball	in	a	game	in	the	Field	House.	It	was	the	
last	 time	 I	would	 ever	 run	on	 the	 court	 and	
prepare	for	warm-ups.	This	game	brought	me	
to	realization	that	I	will	be	a	freshman	in	col-
lege.	The	tears	that	roll	down	my	face	as	the	
game	ended	made	me	think	how	quickly	my	
high	school	career	flew	by,	and	how	I	wished	

it	would	slow	down,”	Foust	said.	
	 The	 Dogs	 then	 turned	 around	 and	
played	four	games	in	the	Jackson	Tournament.	
They	fought	hard,	but	lost	all	four	games	to	St.	
Vincent,	 Lesterville,	 Hillsboro,	 and	 Holt	 by	
losing	the	first	two	sets.	
	 After	 the	 tournament,	 they	 traveled		
to	Kennett	 to	 take	 on	 the	 rival	 Indians.	The	
sets	were	close,	but	the	Dogs	fell	short	losing	
2-0	in	sets.			
	 With	Districts	 right	 around	 the	 cor-
ner,	the	teams’	recent	struggles,	and	the	team	

with	their	backs	against	the	wall,	Coach	Bey-
dler	remains	optimistic.
	 “We	have	dealt	with	a	lot	of	adver-
sity	 and	 change	 this	 season.	 I	 am	 proud	 of	
my	players	for	continually	marching	forward	
and	working	to	stay	focused.		With	Districts	
3	 weeks	 away,	 the	 way	 we	 have	 faced	 and	
worked	 through	 these	 challenges	 together	
will	pay	off,”	Beydler	said.
	 The	Lady	Dogs	will	finish	off	 their	
season	 with	 the	 SEMO	 Conference	 tourna-
ment	October	16-18.	

Charlie L. Cox
Reporter

Hayden S. Alcorn
Reporter

Serve it, smash it, win it

Setting up Districts

Photo courtesy of Semoball 
Marc Jannin  teaching serving drills.

Photo Courtesy of  Semoball
Taydrianna Barnett 20’ and Deonna Clemons 19’ jump up to block a ball from a Puxico player
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Clark C. Steward
Reporter

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter

	 The	 Sikeston	 Soccer	 team’s	 season	
has	been	a	series	of	highs	and	lows.	From	a	
huge	upset	of	Notre	Dame	to	a	disappointing	
loss	to	North	County,	the	season	has	been	un-
predictable	to	say	the	least.	
	 The	 last	 couple	 of	 weeks	 the	 team	
has	been	on	a	bit	of	a	downhill	 slope.	After	
losing	to	Jackson,	and	going	1-2	in	a	tourna-
ment	held	in	Springfield	Missouri,	The	Bull-
dogs	would	travel	to	North	County.	The	team	
would	give	up	two	goals	in	the	first	half,	leav-
ing	the	Bulldogs	down	2-0	at	halftime.	
	 In	 an	 attempted	 comeback,	 Jeffery	
Thornbrough	would	score	a	goal	with	a	little	
over	one	minute	remaining	in	the	game.	The	
Bulldogs	would	get	a	chance	to	tie	the	game	
on	a	free	kick	with	thirteen	seconds	left.	
	 As	Alfonso	Vera	crossed	the	ball	into	
the	 box,	 goalkeeper	Clark	 Steward	went	 up	
for	a	header.	The	 last	 second	attempt	would	
not	succeed	as	the	North	County	goalkeeper	
tipped	the	ball	just	past	Steward’s	head.	
	 With	this	loss,	the	Bulldogs	had	lost	

four	of	their	five.	
	 Although	the	season	has	not	gone	as	
well	as	many	had	hoped,	there	has	been	some	
positivity	for	the	Bulldogs.	
	 One	person	who	has	brought	a	lot	of	
this	positivity	is	first	year	assistant	coach,	Jar-
ed	Boyd.	Coach	Boyd	played	 soccer	 for	 the	
Bulldogs	from	2009-2013.	
	 “It’s	 honestly	 great	 to	 be	 able	 to	
come	back	and	coach	for	Sikeston.	I’m	loving	
every	minute	of	it.	After	I	graduated,	I	always	

tried	to	come	back	to	catch	as	many	boys	or	
girls	soccer	games	as	possible”	Boyd	said.		
	 When	asked	about	his	goals	Coach	
Boyd	said,	“I’m	hoping	to	get	a	teaching	job	
in	the	district	so	I	can	continue	to	coach	for	
Sikeston.	My	biggest	goal	as	a	coach	is	to	be	
there	for	the	kids.”
	 The	Bulldogs	lost	to	Farmington	on	
Monday,	but	they	followed	up	with	a	win	on	
Tuesday	 against	 Carterville.	 The	 Bulldogs	
now	boast	a	record	of	10-12	on	the	season.	

 
	 This	week,	the	Sikeston	High	School	
football	 team	 hopes	 to	 bounce	 back	 from	 a	
loss	 last	 week	 at	 Farmington	 by	 a	 score	 of	
6-24.	Sikeston	heads	into	tonight’s	game	with	
a	record	of	3-4	while	also	on	a	2	game	losing	
streak.	
	 Tonight,	 the	 Bulldogs	 are	 matched	
against	the	New	Madrid	Eagles,	who	are	cur-
rently	 sitting	 at	 a	 record	of	 4-3.	The	Eagles	
are	coming	off	of	a	18-24	loss	to	Potosi	and	
are	on	a	3	game	losing	streak.	
	 Both	teams	hope	to	break	their	rough	
patches	in	tonight’s	Pink	Up	game.	The	Pink	
Up	game	is	an	annual	game	meant	to	increase	
breast	cancer	awareness.	The	game	is	a	huge	
event	for	Sikeston	and	is	usually	the	football	
game	with	the	most	turnout	year	after	year.
	 Fans	come	out	each	year	to	support	
the	great	 cause.	Many	 fans	 sport	 a	Sikeston	
Pink	 Up	 game	 t-shirt.	 All	 of	 the	 proceeds	
from	t-shirt	sales	are	donated	to	the	Missouri	
Delta	Medical	Center	in	order	to	fund	breast	
cancer	treatment.	The	money	is	then	used	to	

help	women	pay	for	mammograms	and	to	up-
date	equipment	used	for	mammograms.
	 The	 game	means	 a	 lot	 for	 fans	 and	
players	 alike.	 “It	 feels	 good	 to	 be	 able	 to	
come	out	and	play	for	a	great	cause,”	Andrew	
Crumley	‘19	said.	“We	love	able	to	show	our	
support	for	the	many	people	affcted.”
	 Aside	 from	 the	 significance	 of	 to-
night’s	match-up,	Sikeston	players	 are	 eager	

to	 get	 back	 on	 the	 right	 track.	 “Two	 good	
teams	are	facing	off	tonight.	I	think	it	will	be	
a	great	game,”	Keon	Graham	‘20	said.	“I	feel	
that	we	will	come	out	on	top	because	of	the	
home	field	advantage	brought	by	our	fans.”
	 Tonight’s	 game	 is	 looking	 to	 be	 a	
great	 competition	 that	will	 add	 to	 the	histo-
ry	of	the	Sikeston	Pink	Up	game.	Be	sure	to	
show	up	to	support	the	annual	event.	

Alive and kickin’

A meaningful match-up

          Photo Courtesy of  Alex Wallner
Sikeston’s Dylan Thornbrough takes a corner kick

          Photo Courtesy of David Jenkins
2017 Pink Out t-shirt donation.
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	 	 The	 girls	 Softball	 team	
looks	 to	make	 a	 district	 playoff	 run	 to	 end	
the	 season.	The	girls	 softball	 team	prepares	
for	perryville,	a	tough	opponent	the	bulldogs	
beat	earlier	in	the	season.	
	 “Our	first	 opponent	 for	Districts	 is	
Perryville.	 	We	beat	Perryville	earlier	in	the	
season,	 but	 I’m	 not	 taking	 their	 team	 for	
granted	 as	 they	 are	 an	 extremely	 scrappy	
team.	 	We’ll	 have	 to	 play	 a	 very	 solid	 de-
fensive	game	and	be	disciplined	at	the	plate	
in	order	to	get	quality	at	bats	to	get	on	base.		
I’ve	seen	these	girls	be	smart	and	aggressive	
on	the	base	paths	and	I’m	hoping	they	con-
tinue	 to	 do	 that	 during	 districts	 too,”	 Head	
Coach	Laura	Brown	said.
	 With	 some	 time	 left	 in	 the	 season,	
they	 hope	 to	 continue	 to	 improve	 their	 re-
cord.	
	 “Our	record	is	currently	6-11.	I	am	
pleased	 they	 picked	 up	 another	 couple	 of	
wins	 over	 the	weekend.	 	 Our	 record	 is	 not	
indicative	of	our	 talent.	 	We’ve	 lost	 several	
games	 by	 one	 to	 three	 runs	 or	 we	 just	 ran	
out	of	 innings	 to	push	more	runs	across	 the	
plate.		Unfortunately,	we’ve	lost	a	few	games	
to	 teams	 who	 are	 simply	 not	 better	 than	
Sikeston,	 but	we	 just	 dropped	 the	 ball.	 	Of	
course,	everyone	wants	wins,	but	it’s	not	the	
win/loss	record	that	determines	our	success	-	
post-season	is	when	it	counts,”	Brown	said.
	 Brown	 is	 looking	 forward	 to	 Dis-
tricts.		
	 “Our	first	 opponent	 for	Districts	 is	
Perryville.	 	We	beat	Perryville	earlier	in	the	
season,	 but	 I’m	 not	 taking	 their	 team	 for	

granted	 as	 they	 are	 an	 extremely	 scrappy	
team.		We’ll	have	to	play	a	very	solid	defen-
sive	game	and	be	disciplined	at	 the	plate	 in	
order	to	get	quality	at	bats	to	get	on	base.		I’ve	
seen	 these	 girls	 be	 smart	 and	 aggressive	 on	
the	base	paths	and	I’m	hoping	they	continue	
to	do	that	during	districts	too.,”	Brown	said.
	 “If	I	have	to	narrow	it	down	to	one	
most	 reliable	 player,	 I’d	 have	 to	 say	 Katie	
Hampton.		She	has	moved	all	over	defensive-
ly	 for	our	 team.	 	She	 typically	plays	second	
base;	 however,	 we	 learned	 how	 great	 of	 an	
outfielder	 she	 can	be,	 so	 she	 then	moved	 to	
center	field.		She	saved	a	ton	of	batters	from	
becoming	base	runners.		Then	we	made	more	
adjustments	 and	 moved	 Katie	 to	 shortstop.		
She’s	 done	 an	 amazing	 job	 defensively	 to	
help	 out	 our	 team.	 	Additionally,	 Katie	 has	
proven	 to	 be	 an	 asset	 offensively.	 	 Initially,	
she	was	our	number	2	or	3	batter,	and	at	one	
point	she	was	our	lead	off,	but	after	looking	at	
her	batting	average,	on	base	percentage,	and	
her	slugging	percentage,	we	felt	it	best	if	she	
were	to	hit	in	the	clean-up	position.		This	has	
proven	to	be	successful	as	Katie	makes	great	
contact	with	the	ball	at	the	plate	and	drives	in	
runs	for	our	team,”	Brown	said.
		 The	Lady	Dogs	hope	to	stay	focused	
and	finished	strong.“We	have	been	practicing	
hard	and	trying	to	stay	as	focused	as	we	can	
on	becoming	better.		Our	districts	opponents	
are	going	to	be	tough,	but	if	we	play	our	very	
best,	I	think	we	have	a	shot,”	Brown	said.
	 The	 first	 Distsrict	 game	 was	 hold	
on	Wednesday,	October	10.		Scores	were	not	
available	at	press	time.	

One team, one dream

Photo	courtesy	of	semoball
Sikeston	softball	player	slides	into	base.	

  What’s the best month of year? Well, 
any baseball fan in America would say Octo-
ber because of the MLB World Series. If you’re 
a sports fan or watch any baseball on TV, you 
may have heard the saying “legends are made 
in October.” Some of the world’s best baseball  
teams and players get the chance to make a 
name for themselves. Players get remembered 
as a legend because of a World Series champi-
onship or an amazing game they had to advance 
their team to the next round. 
  This year, the Astros will try to re-
peat as World Series champs. The Astros are 
heading to the American League champion-
ship after sweeping the Cleveland Indians in 
three games. The other series going on in the 
American League side of the playoffs is the 
New York Yankees versus the Boston Red Sox. 
Boston took game three with a 14-1 win over 
the Yankees. This dominating performance has 
them very confident heading into game 4. If the 
Red Sox win, they will be heading to play the 
Houston Astros in the American League cham-
pionship.
 On the other side of the bracket, in the 
National League, the Colorado Rockies played 
the Chicago Cubs in a winner take all game. It 
would take 13 innings but the Cubs would fall 
2-1 to the Rockies. The Rockies are going to 
play the hottest team in baseball, the Milua-
kee Brewers. After winning 8 straight games 
to finish the season, the Brewers came all the 
way back to beat the Cubs for the NL central 
title. The Rockies would not stand a chance 
against the red hot Brewers. They got swept in 
3 games, extending the Brewers’ win streak to 
11 games. They are now going to the National 
League championship to face the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. The Dodgers beat the Atlanta Braves 
in their series. They would need only 4 games 
to move past Atlanta and set up a match-up with 
the Brewers for the National League Champi-
onship.  I believe the Red Sox will defeat the 
Milwaukee Brewers to win in the World Series.

READY! SET! 
SPORTS!

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Sports Editor

Grant L. Stoner
Reporter
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Photo	by	Megan	McGill	Knight

Lakyn	Kaminsky	was	crowned	Miss	Cotton	Carnival	and	stands	with	1st	
Alternate	Isabelle	McGill,	and	2nd	Alternate	Reagan	Collins.

Photo	by	Megan	McGill	Knight

Briana	Gadberry	poses	after	being	crowned	Miss	Sikeston	2018.

Cotton Carnival Festivities

Photo	by	Megan	McGill	Knight

Miss	Sikeston	contestants	smile	after	placing	in	the	top	6.	
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Lelani	Smith	was	crowned	Jr.	Miss	Sikeston.	1st	Alternate	is	Aubrey	Wheeler.	2nd	
Alternate	is	Sophia	Carter.
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Little	Mr	and	Miss	Cotton	Carnival,	Saylor	Courtois	and	Chevy	Walker,	
sit	together	after	being	crowned.


