
What’s Inside:
Tradition of Homecoming

       Photo by Sarah  McGill
Students pose for a picture on Character Day during Spirit Week.

Grace O. Blanton
Reporter

 Sikeston High School is one for tradition, and 
this year’s Homecoming comes with no exception. 
Homecoming week activities and traditions include: 
spirit week, an assembly, tailgating, the football 
game, and the dance. 
 This year’s theme is called “Spirit Week 
on the Web.” Monday was Safari Day. Tuesday was 
Netflix character day. Wednesday was Twitter, which 
goes along with the saying, “name a better duo.” 
Thursday was Instagram’s “throwback Thursday.” 
Friday was Homepage, or Red and Black day. 
 Students are excited for the dress up days 
this year. 
 “My favorite part about spirit week is the fun 
and crazy outfits.  I like to see everyone all dressed 
up and the creativity they put into their outfits.” Laci 
Taylor ‘22 said.
 Student Council organizes the pep-
assembly, which is a major part of Homecoming. 
During the assemblies the students play games, 
Homecoming Queen candidates are introduced, and 
senior fall athletes are announced. 
 Homecoming Queen candidates are 
nominated by the fall sport athletes, and voted on 
by the students. This year, the Homecoming Queen 
Candidates are Zaria Blissett-Hall, Deonna Clemons, 

Abby Cooper, Claire Hamlin, and Emma Jones. The 
crowning of the queen will be during halftime of the 
homecoming game. 
 “Being nominated for Homecoming 
Queen is an awesome experience so far. Also, being 
nominated for homecoming queen is a great way to 
kick off my senior year,” Hamlin ‘19 said. 
 Before the football game, the Sikeston 
Public Schools Foundation is hosting a tailgate. The 
tailgate has tents from clubs and organizations at the 
high school, as well as businesses from around town.  
Tickets for the tailgate are five dollars, and can be 
purchased at the door.  
 Amy Blanton, SPS Foundation Board of 
Directors Chairperson, is looking forward to the 
event. 
 “The SPS Foundation’s Homecoming 
Tailgate is a fun, family-friendly event.  We hope that 
everyone will come join the fun,” Blanton said.
 The main event of Homecoming is the 
football game. Charleston, one of Sikeston’s long 
lasting rivals, will be the opponents. 
 After the game, students have the opportunity 
to attend the dance. The dance is from 9-11:30PM. 
The Homecoming Queen will be crowned towards 
the end of the dance. 

Paintball
Hunger Games

Pg. 2-3

Cotton Carnival 
Pageants

Pg. 4

Gold out Game & 
See You at the Pole

Pg. 5

Cotton Carnival 
Traditions

Pg. 6-7

Barker Bites
Pg. 8

Tennis & 
Football

Pg. 9

Softball, 
Volleyball,
 & Soccer
Pg. 10-11

200 Pine St.  Sikeston,  MO Volume 82 Issue 2  • September 28, 2018 



September 28, 2018 Editorial 2

The 
Bulldog Barker 

The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover issues that concern its students and the world 
around them, and to promote a learning enviorment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this way the Bulldog Barker strives to invlove Sikeston 
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty, and administrators.

Ethan P. Presley
Reporter

 The staff here at Sikeston High 
School is numerous and diverse. The various 
backgrounds, skill sets, strengths, and weak-
nesses of each staff member fills the school 
day with unique experiences. This diversity is 
completely necessary for the school to oper-
ate each and every day. However, this begs 
only one question: what would happen if you 
put these same people in an “every man and 
woman for themselves” situation? My ques-
tion to the student body is, “who would claim 
victory in a Sikeston High School Teachers 
Paintball version of the Hunger Games?”
 The Game would be set on the 
entirety of Sikeston High School property. 
The participants would start out at the football 
field. Half of the participants would be in 
one end zone while the rest would be in the 
other. A large amount of supplies (paintball 
guns and paintballs) would be at the 50 yard 
line with the rest of the supplies scattered 
around campus. There would be a 10 second 
timer and when it hits zero, the Game would 
begin. The rules are simple: if you get hit 
by a paintball anywhere in the midsection, 
you’re eliminated from the Game. In order to 
adequately answer the question, we have to 
break down the top contenders. 
 The first contenders on our list are 
Mr. Balsman, Ms. Meinke, and Mr. Justice. 
These three participants all come from a 
military background. This would give them 
a major advantage over the other contenders. 
Their strategical skills along with their 
accuracy with weaponry developed while 

in the military would be their best resources 
going into the Game. My prediction for these 
contenders is that they will band together and 
outlast every other contender until only the 
three of them remain. However, if they choose 
to go solo, they will focus solely on taking 
each other out. This scenario would leave each 
of them eliminated very early in the game.
 The next group of contenders are 
Coach Kolons, Coach Angle, and Coach 
Richardet. Coaching a sport requires both 
athleticism and mental strength in difficult 
situations. Coaches must be able to solve 
problems presented to their team almost 
instantaneously. These skills, developed 
while coaching their respective sport, will 
undoubtedly give each contender a great shot 
at winning the Game. My prediction for these 
contenders is that they will each face the game 
alone, yet will make it to the tail-end of the 
game.
 The last group of contenders 
are Mrs. Vinson and Mrs. Crader. Vinson 
teaches psychology while Crader teaches the 
E.A.G.L.E program. Both classes require a 

strong knowledge of human behavior. This 
vast knowledge  of the way that people 
behave would be their most valuable asset 
during the Game. My prediction for these 
contenders is that they would play the game 
very strategically and passively. How long 
they would last in the Game would depend 
solely on their ability to out-think the other 
contenders.
 It would be very difficult to 
definitively decide on who would come out on 
top in the Game. There are countless variables 
that could completely change the way the 
Game would play out. However, my guess 
is that either Balsman, Meinke, or Justice 
would claim victory. The three would form an 
alliance and last until they were the only ones 
remaining. After the other contestants are 
eliminated, they would face off to become the 
sole winner. No one can be sure exactly how 
such an event would play out. Regardless, 
the Paintball Hunger Games would be a sight 
that you wouldn’t want to miss. This brings 
us back to my question to the students: who 
would win the Paintball Hunger Games?

Paintball Hunger Games 

Photo by Ethan Presley

Ms. Farmer, Mrs. Vinson, and Mrs. Leach face off.
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“Which teacher would win the Paintball Hunger Games?”
“I think Mr. Justice would 
win because he knows how 
to fight since he does Civil 
War reenactments.”
     
    -Dylan Thornbrough ‘22

“I think Mr. Lamar would 
win because he was able 
to fight off a bear back in 
Alaska.”
  
    -Caroline Fodge ‘21

“Coach Angle would win 
because he is the quickest 
and most athletic teacher 
in the school.”

    -Nicholas Harrison ‘20

“Mrs. Meinke would win 
because she was in the 
military before she became 
a teacher.”

     
    -Katie Hampton ‘19

 “I think Mrs. Watkins 
would win because she is a 
very smart teacher.”

    -Alexis Lapior ‘22

“I think Mrs. Reeder-
Voorhees would win 
because she is secretly a 
wizard.”

    -Mara Hartzog ‘21

“I think Coach Hop would 
win because he is an abso-
lute unit.”

    -Kadin Wilburn ‘20

“I think Mrs. Leach would 
win because I feel like she 
would hide out until the 
end and until everyone 
else is gone.”

    -Abby Cooper ‘19
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More than a crown
Isabelle R. McGill

Reporter

 Sponsored by the American Legion, 
the Cotton Carnival pageants have been a 
Sikeston tradition for 74 years. The Carnival is 
taking place from September 25 to September 
30 and will be carrying the pageant tradition 
into 2018 with 73 contestants. 
 Contestants are judged on 
appearance, poise, and their interview. Little 
Mr. and Miss dress is Sunday best or pageant 
wear. Jr. Miss wear is dressy casual. Dress for 
both Miss Sikeston and Miss Cotton Carnival 
are formal.
 “I am doing it because it goes to a 
really great cause. I also just think it’s simply 
fun! Yeah it’s nerve racking getting on stage 
and all, but after the whole experience, 
I honestly want to go back and relive it all 
again. Crown or not, it’s still worth it,” Blaire 
Gordon ‘20, Miss Cotton Carnival 2018 
contestant, said
 In 2015, Jr. Miss Sikeston, Miss 
Cotton Carnival, and Miss Sikeston queens 
began community service with the American 
Legion and local veterans. Queens contribute 
to the community at events such as serving 
Thanksgiving dinner, Christmas shopping for 

veterans in nursing homes, and helping with 
Memorial Day and Labor Day events. This 
new policy allows all queens an opportunity 
to give back to the organization that sponsors 
the pageants.
 Ashley Gilman ‘19, Miss Cotton 
Carnival 2017, got to experience the 
community service firsthand. “I went into the 
pageant nervous but at the same time wanting 
to win so I could have the opportunity to 
work with the veterans and American Legion 
members. I unexpectedly won and this 
experience has been so much more rewarding 
than I could ever ask for. I have loved every 
moment, from making goody bags for nursing 
homes to preparing Thanksgiving meals 
for the community. My favorite part of all 
would have to be working with the veterans 
themselves,” Gilman said.
 The Cotton Carnival pageants have 
been so long-standing due to the fun all the 
participants have and the carrying on of 
Sikeston tradition. Getting to compete among 
friends makes the experience a memorable 
one and encourages pageant newcomers to 
participate.

 “I’ve never done a pageant before 
and this year I want to branch out of my 
comfort zone and try something new and 
different,” Zoe Robison ‘22, Jr. Miss 2018 
contestant said.
 Little Mr. & Miss Cotton Carnival is 
open to any girl or boy from the area between 
the ages of 4 to 6. It will be held on September 
27 at 7:00 p.m. and has 26 girls competing 
and 10 boys. 
 Jr. Miss Sikeston, open to Sikeston 
freshman girls, will be held on September 28 
at 8:00 p.m. and has a 8 contestants. Emily 
Hairston ‘21 will be giving her crown away.
 On September 30, Miss Cotton 
Carnival, open to high school girls from any 
area high school and 10th or 11th grade girls 
from Sikeston High School, will begin at 1:30 
p.m. with 12 contestants, with 11 of the girls 
from Sikeston. Ashley Gilman ‘19 will give 
her crown away.
 Annie Ensor will give her crown 
away to the next Miss Sikeston. The pageant, 
open to Sikeston seniors, will take place 
on September 30 at 8:00 p.m. There are 17 
contestants. 

    Photo Courtesy of Megan McGill-Knight
(From left to right) Olivia Nash, Annie Ensor, and Natalee Fennell pose for a picture after placing in the top three.
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John T. Myres
Reporter

Charlie L. Cox
Reporter

  On Thursday, September 
13, the Sikeston boys soccer team hosted its 
5th annual “Gold Out Game”. Each year the 
team hosts this game in an attempt to raise 
awareness and money for childhood cancer.
 In past years, the team has chosen 
local families who are battling with childhood 
cancer to donate the proceeds of the event. 
This year, was different however, as St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital was selected as the 
beneficiary of the event.
 In order to raise donation money, the 
team sold gold out t-shirts, held a bake sale, 
held a 50/50 raffle, and hosted a gofundme 
page. 
 This year, the team raised an 
impressive $2,126.50 as a collective total 
from all of its fundraisers.
 The team also sported special gold 
out jerseys made exclusively for this game. 
The jerseys were gold long-sleeve shirts with 
red accents. The team was also given gold 
shoelaces and armbands courtesy of St. Jude’s 

Children’s Hospital.
 A representative of the organization 
was a spectator of the game and was presented 
the check by the athletes and coaches at 
halftime.
 Players and viewers alike love 
the idea of using sports as a way to spread 
awareness and raise money for charitable 
causes.
 “It makes me extremely happy 

knowing that, by playing a sport I love, I am 
able to help raise money and awareness for 
such a great cause,” said varsity captain and 
starting goalkeeper Clark Steward ‘10 when 
asked how he feels about the purpose of the 
Gold Out Game.
 The team faced Carbondale for 
a hard fought match, and although it was a 
tough 2-1 loss for the team, it was a minor 
victory in the battle to end childhood cancer.

 On Wednesday, September 26, at 
7 AM, Fellowship of Christian athletes and 
community members gathered for an event 
known as “See You at the Pole.” SYATP is 
a Christian gathering that is participated in 
globally. 
 This event focuses on prayer. For the 
past 25 years, students have gathered for this 
event to pray for their schools, communities, 
friends, families, and churches.
 “See You at the Pole is an important 
event for students in our school and 
community to come together and have the 
chance to pray for not only people in the 
school, but for leadership as well,” FCA 
Sponsor Jennifer Hodgkiss said.
 FCA has steadily prepared for this 
event. Nolan Self, a sophomore FCA leader, 
and Claire Boner will be performing praise 
songs at the event. Nate Self and Jeffery 
Thornbrough, seniors and also FCA leaders, 
will be overseeing the event and leading 
students in prayer.  
 This year’s theme for SYATP is 

“Broken.” This theme goes along with the 
Bible verse Ephesians 3:14 which reads:  “For 
this reason I kneel before the Father.” This 
student-led event is looked forward to every 
year.
 “See You at the Pole is a unique thing 
that goes on at the high school because it is 
shared nationally. I think it’s awesome that 
not only us, but thousands of schools across 
America, all gather to glorify the name of God 
which is special. I’ve had the opportunity to 

take part in now four of these events, and it 
is truly one of the most important events that 
happens at this school,”  Nate Self ‘19 said.
 SYATP is a wonderful experience 
participated in by millions around the world. 
This event is seen as a great way for Christians 
to connect and grow in their faith. Both the 
Sikeston Junior High and the Sikeston Senior 
High, along with community members, 
participated in this event along with hundreds 
of other schools across the world. 

Kicking Childhood Cancer

See You At The Pole

    Photo Courtesy of John Myres
Varsity Captain Adam Comstock Shaves Head Coach Gabe Dement’s Head After Reaching Gofundme Goal of $500

Photo Courtesy of Google Image Search
See You at the Pole is a national event.
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Shelby F. Hodgkiss
Reporter

 It’s that time of year when 
area farm land is covered in what is 
commonly referred to as “summer 
snow.”  At first glance, the fluffy, white 
fields might confuse you, especially 
since winter is so far away, but true 
southerners recognize the familiar 
sight immediately:  Cotton. 
 The Cotton harvest usually 
means two things:  Fall is in the air, 
and the Cotton Carnival is near.  
 The “Cotton Carnival” got 
its name  in 1945 when the American 
Legion decided to host a festival and 
parade to welcome home local World 
War II Veterans.  The festival also 
coincided with the farmers’ annual 
Cotton harvest.  
 The very first cotton festival 
was a one-day event located in Malone 
Park, and looked much different than 
it does today.  An estimated 8,000 
spectators attended the first parade.  
Following the parade, there were a 
few rides and locals were able to play 
Bingo, participate in drawings for war 
bonds, view performances from local 
bands, and were introduced to local 
war veterans.  
 The highlight of the festival 
was the “Queen of Cotton” being 

crowned.  Miss Dottie Moore was the 
first young woman to be crowned in 
1945.
 The following year the festival 
grew  into a two-day event.  In 1946,  
approximately 15,000 people lined the 
streets to watch the two-mile parade.  
Two years later, another day was 
added to the festival.
 By 1950, the festival outgrew 
its original location, moving then 
to Legion and Railroad Parks, and 
became a week-long event and widely 
known throughout the Bootheel as the 
American Legion Cotton Carnival.  
People often traveled from near and 
far to attend.
 Many Sikeston residents have 
fond childhood memories from their 
time at the Cotton Carnival.
 “When I was a child, the 
Cotton Carnival was only a weekend 
event and was held downtown. Rides 
and food concessions were clustered 
into two blocks that were cordoned off.  
Families went to the Cotton Carnival 
together. It may have been shorter 
and smaller, but it was very exciting to 
me,” Libby Ragains Caskey said.
 Kathy Springs Shields agrees 
that Cotton Carnival was an exciting 

time back then; even for teenagers. 
 “I was a senior in 1961 when 
the Carnival was held downtown.  I 
loved marching in the parade with the 
Red Peppers.  I also represented my 
class for two years in the Miss Sikeston 
pageant.  I remember how after the 
parade we met up with friends, rode 
the various rides, ate corn dogs, 
listened to different bands play music, 
and finally went home exhausted.  In 
those days we wore wool sweaters and 
wool skirts as part of our Red Pepper 
uniform.  It was usually warm on the 
Saturday of Cotton Carnival, but we 
were proud to go and be seen wearing 
our Red and Black,” Shields said.
 Today, the parade is still 
considered one of the main attractions 
of the Cotton Carnival.  Just like in 
the past, thousands will gather and 
line both sides of Malone street to 
watch as the parade honors veterans 
and various community groups. Bands 
from several local high schools will also 
be in attendance. Former members 
of the Bulldog Marching Band share 
their memories of the parade. 
 “The Cotton Carnival Parade, 
known as the longest parade in the 
state of Missouri, brings back so many 

wonderful and fun memories. As a 
member of Red Peppers and Sikeston 
High School’s Marching Band, I, along 
with many other students, proudly 
“marched” twice. Leading the parade 
in a sea of red, the Peppers would 
chant, ‘Every Sikeston team is hard 
to beat.’ Then, most of us would rush 
back to high school to join the band to 
close the parade as the grand finale. It 
was Bulldog pride at its best!”  Sally 
Mitchell Lape, said.
 “I always enjoyed being in the 
band for the parade. We were eight 
members wide and the streets were 
narrow with lots of turns as it wove 
through the downtown area. There 
were about 160 members or more 
in the band my junior year,” Crystie 
Drake Ressel said. 
 In addition to amusement 
rides, parades, and pageants, it’s hard 
to think about the Cotton Carnival 
and not think of the delicious food. 
One particular menu item is often sold 
out long before any others: the famous 
fish sandwich. 
 “I’m not sure how anyone 
can go to the Cotton Carnival and 
not order a fish sandwich. It is most 
definitely something I look forward 

to every year, and I think most people 
do, too. In fact, I might even say it’s 
the best fish sandwich around,” Chris 
Hodgkiss said. 
 There will be plenty of different 
foods sold this year in addition to the 
crowd favorites. 
 “The American Legion will be 
selling fish sandwiches, hamburgers, 
BBQ, corn dogs, chili, mini tacos, 
in addition to the food from local 
organizations and Tinsley Amusement 
concessions,” Vickie Wilson, American 
Legion Post 114 Ladies Auxiliary 
President said. 
 “This is the American Legion’s 
74th year sponsoring the Cotton 
Carnival. All those years ago, the 
carnival was started to welcome home 
returning Veterans from World War 
II.  It was then continued after the 
wars were over and became a project 
for the American Legion to raise 
money to give back to the community, 
and the Veterans,”   Wilson said.
 Today, the American Legion 
Post continues to exist to support local 
Veterans and those continuing to  serve 
and protect their country. Money that 
is raised from events like the Cotton 
Carnival will be given back to the 

Veterans in Sikeston and surrounding 
communities.
 While the Cotton Carnival has 
changed locations over the years, and 
many new additions have been added, 
what it represents, and the memories 
it has helped numerous families create, 
has not changed. 
 “As a kid, my Dad and I would 
go downtown on the Sunday before 
the Cotton Carnival to sit and watch 
the workers put the rides together. We 
did this every year from the time I was 
little bitty, until my senior year of high 
school when the carnival was moved 
to Kingsway Mall. I cherish those 
memories and even hope to create 
some just as memorable with my own 
children,” Sarah Adams McGill said. 
 Tomorrow the week-long event 
will come to a close. Cotton Carnival 
goers can attend the annual parade 
which will begin at 10:00am, and then 
watch the highly anticipated Miss 
Sikeston pageant on the main stage of 
the Jaycee Bootheel Rodeo Grounds at 
8:00pm. 
 

Photos by Megan McGill Knight 
Graphic Design by Jalin Anderson
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Counselor’s Corner

5 Years Ago
 
 The new 
“No Zero” policy was 
implemented in 2013. 
Many students did not 
enjoy this policy because 
for everyday the work was 
late, 10% was taken off 
and they got detentions. 
This policy was thought 
to add more paperwork for 
teachers to deal with, but it 
was proven that it actually 
motivated students to do 
their work on time to avoid 
the punishments. 

10 Years Ago
 
 In 2008, the 
Sikeston High School 
Football team celebrated 
their 100th anniversary. 
They celebrated with a 
DVD featuring prominent 
Sikeston citizens. No one 
knew it was the hundredth 
year, they realized it upon 
accident, this caused the 
Depot and the school to 
plan things to celebrate 
their anniversary and all of 
their memorable moments. 

20 Years Ago
 
 Three exchange 
students came from Czech 
Republic to experience a 
different kind of learning. 
Libor Kubes, Stan 
Vertovsky, and Daniel Shah 
wanted to learn how to 
speak English fluently and 
learn the Sikeston customs. 
On the flip side, Mrs. 
Throop took students to 
Madrid, Spain for 10 days. 
This gave them the ability 
to learn Madrid’s customs.

• September 29 
Cotton Carnival 
Parade

• October 2 
Marching Band 
Festival

• October 5 
7pm Sikeston      
Varsity Football 
at Farmington

• October 10 
Fields of Faith   
at 7pm

• October 14 
High School 
Fall Orchestra   
Concert

Digging Up Bones

Gracie L. Barber
Editor

Brittany Johnson
College Advisor

 Happy Fall everyone! I hope your 
year is off to an awesome start! I’m excited 
to be able to introduce myself in such an 
awesome way, the Barker! 
 I grew up in the small town of 
Mounds, Illinois, where I was the Meridian 
High School Valedictorian.  I am a December 
2016 graduate of Southeast Missouri State 
University where I earned a bachelor’s degree 
in social science with an emphasis in criminal 
justice and sociology. I also recently earned a 
master’s degree in public administration. 
 During my time at Southeast, I served 
as a graduate assistant in the Office of Student 
Conduct, as well as an intern for a youth 
substance abuse prevention coalition. In this 
role at the coalition, I was able to be a part 
of a program designed to understand youth 
stresses and coping skills. That experience 
has driven me to further my ambitions to help 
youth from low-income and underrepresented 
communities. 
 Now, I am excited to serve as the 
MCAC College Adviser here at Sikeston High 
School.  Some things that I can help you with 
are:  college applications, scholarships, career/
major searches, ACT registration, financial 
aid, and so much more. I am not here just for 
those students hat want to go to college. I am 
here for everyone that needs a plan after high 
school, which would be ALL OF YOU!  
  Juniors and Seniors need 
to make sure that they are a member of my 
College Adviser Announcement and Updates 
Google page. On this page students will find 
information for college rep. visits, upcoming 
tours, weekly reminders, and more!

 I have also made a weekly appointment 
forms. Using the form, students will be able to 
select a day and time to come and speak with me 
one-on-one. Students are responsible for getting 
permission from their teacher, as well as a pass.
 October is exciting this year not only 
for Halloween, but also because it’s College 
Application Month.  Some of the events that we 
have planned are college colors days, college 
application blitz, door decorating contest, and 
even more! 
 Lastly, I’d like to ask that you 
congratulate the following students on becoming 
college ambassadors: Rory Jaynes, Emily Boyd, 
Nathaniel Mijares, Layan Alkilani, Takyra 
Mallory, Hayden Alcorn, Tylen Brown, Kylyn 
Newton, Reagan Collins, Daiquan Evans, 
Makavia Simmons, and Haleigh Vires.
 Thank you for taking the time to get 
to know me a little better, I look forward to an 
awesome school year with you!
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 As the season carries on, the Lady 
Bulldog Tennis team is more than determined 
to put their very best efforts towards future 
games and Districts. 
  There are three seniors this year that 
are focused on making a big impact on the 
team. The three seniors are:  Malyn Hodges, 
Kristiana Frazier, and Alyssa Hillis.  These 
girls are especially excited for the following 
days leading to Districts.
 Hodges is finding excitement within 
the next few weeks for several competitions 
and helping the team, as a whole, to become 
the best they can be. 
 “The next couple of weeks are go-
ing to be busy for us, tennis girls. With all the 
games we have, and with Districts coming up, 
my goal is for us, as a team, to have fun and 
work hard to the best of our ability,” Hodges 
said. 
 It seems that the seniors are taking 
the role of making sure the younger girls are 

feeling the same motivation that they are. 
 Although the days of Districts has 
not been addressed yet, the team still plans to 
improve at each practice and competition be-
fore then. 
 “Preparing for Districts has been 
a little nerve wrecking. Luckily, the bond 
amongst the team, has made the journey 
enjoyable. For Districts, we’ve been working 
a lot on individual skills as well as doubles. 

I feel confident in the way that we perform. 
I’m sure Districts will be a great, fun learning 
experience not just for the girls, but the team 
as a whole,” Hillis said.
 The 2018-2019 girls’ tennis team 
includes the three seniors, Sophomore Naomi 
Frazier, and Freshman Sadie Phillips. 
 The girls’ tennis team is working 
hard to reach their goals, but at the same time 
are having fun and learning how to improve.

 Sikeston Football has had an 
intriguing start to the season. From blowout 
victories over Poplar Bluff and Vashon to a 
defensive showdown loss against McCluer 
North.
 After a 34-0 victory over the Mules, 
Sikeston had high hopes coming into a big 
game against SEMO Conference foe the 
Jackson Indians. The Bulldogs came out 
and punched Jackson in the face with Gage 
Rolwing taking the first play from scrimmage 
to the house for an 80 yard touchdown. 
Jackson then answered with a 13 play drive. 
Sikeston then responded quickly with a 
touchdown by Tra Ranson out of the wildcat 
formation. Jackson then put up 49 unanswered 
points beating the Bulldogs 56-14. 
 Giving Sikeston a 2-2 start going 
into a big match-up against their arch rival 
Cape Central Tigers. The Bulldogs’ defense 
dominated the wet affair, shutting out the 
Tigers 21-0 and holding them to 172 yards 
of total offense. Sikeston’s three touchdowns 
from newcomer Tra Ranson. 

 While the Bulldogs are playing good 
football there is always room for improvement.
 “We are playing good defense and 
are running the ball well at times. The things 
we as a team could improve upon would 
be improving our turnover margin, playing 
more consistent football and our coverage on 
kickoff return,” Head Coach Kent Gibbs said. 
 The Bulldogs look to continue their 
success against another one of their rivals, the 
Charleston Blue Jays. This will be the 132nd 

meeting between the two teams and the first 
in awhile since they have met on Sikeston’s 
homecoming. 
 “We as a team are pumped up to play 
them on homecoming. We know it’s going to 
be a good game because it’s a rivalry game, 
but it being on homecoming only adds to the 
hype,” Tyreke Jamison ‘19 said.
 The Bulldogs take on the Blue Jays 
at 7 o’clock on September 28. Homecoming 
is immediately following from 9 to 11 pm.

Kelli L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

Hayden S. Alcorn
Reporter

Lady Bulldogs bounce back 

Bulldogs prepare for Homecoming

Photo Courtesy of Senior, Malyn Hodges 
Seniors, Alyssa Hillis and Malyn Hodges pose in front of the tennis courts .

Photo Courtesy of  Semoball
Gage Rolwing ‘20 makes a tackle.
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 In high school sports, every team has 
their ups and downs. That has been the story 
of the season so far for the Lady Bulldogs. As 
the season progresses, they have continued to 
work out their kinks. 
 “We are still working out everything. 
We are trying to compete without errors. Our 
seasoned starting lineup should be performing 
better than what our record shows. Errors 
have killed us in most of our games thus far,”  
Assistant Coach, Lisa James said.
 The Lady Bulldogs are a team with 
lots of experience. Between the four seniors 
and five juniors, they are one of the most 
experienced teams in the area.
 “Our leaders on the team do a good 
job mentoring the younger players to stay 
focused. When mistakes are made, they pick 
each other up and offer encouragement,” 
James said.
 One of these leaders is senior, Katie 
Hampton. This will be Hampton’s last season 
competing for the Lady Bulldogs.
 “As a senior, it’s really sad because 
there are so many lasts that I have to 

encounter. I’ve played softball my whole life, 
and knowing this might be my last season ever 
makes me realize that I have to make every 
game count,” Hampton ‘19 said.
 Effort goes a long way in any sport.  
“Our team never gives up. Regardless of the 
score, we always have the willingness to play 
and try our hardest, despite the scoreboard,” 
Hampton said.
 Throughout this season the girls have 
had great success, but also some hardships. 
The outfield, which is composed of all seniors, 
has had a very good defensive season.
 The Lady Bulldogs have had some 

high scoring games and some low scoring 
games as well. The team has proven that they 
can drive in runs, and also have pitchers who 
can shut down the opposing team’s offense. 
 The Lady Bulldogs have been on a 
bit of a downhill slide lately. Their record is 
4-6 as of September 26. The team will  look 
to improve their record on Thursday. The 
Lady Bulldogs will travel to take on Kelly 
High School. They will also travel to  take on 
North County High School next Monday in 
their last away game of the season.

 The girls’ Bulldog Volleyball team 
is off to a rocky start. They may not have 
experienced the success they were hoping 
for, but there is always an opportunity for 
improvement.  
 Despite Jackson clinching their 
conference, Coach Beydler is confident in his 
team that they can improve. 
 “We are working on improving focus 
and mental toughness. In volleyball silly 
mental errors due to lack of focus cost greatly. 
Each missed serve or ball hit out of bounds is 
giving away a point to our opponent. If we 
lose by 2 points and have 4 serve errors and 
3 attack errors, we have given away 7 points. 
That could mean the difference in a winning 
record.” Beydler said.
 To change their record, the Lady 
Dogs will have to rely on each other as a 
team. 
 “Each match we have different 
players who step up. As a team sport we have 
to rely on each other so the 6 on the court 

must trust each other to do their job. One great 
player cannot win it all. It takes 6 on the court 
plus a few good subs to step in and do the job 
required,” Beydler said.
 The team has faced some of the 
toughest opponents on their schedule to start 
off the season. 
 “Our current record isn’t where 
we want it obviously. We begin our season 

each year with the toughest opponents on 
our schedule. And, we have lost numerous 
close matches. In fact, we’ve lost 8 sets by 2 
points and 3 others by 3.  What this means is 
twofold, we are right on the verge of breaking 
things wide open but more importantly, we 
need to eliminate some costly errors and learn 
to finish off our opponents when placed in a 
close match,” Beydler said.

Getting into the swing of things

You just got served

          Photo Courtesy of  Alex Wallner
Naudia Lazcano Squares to Bunt in a Game Against Notre Dame.

                  Photo Courtesy of Semoball
Meet your 2018 Lady Bulldog Varsity Tennis Team.
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 The Sikeston soccer team has had a 
tough last two weeks but are still going 3-3 in 
those 6 games: losing three  games in a row 
two weeks ago, and winning three in a row 
this past week. The first game they played 
the Cape Central Tigers, and lost 0-2.  This 
was a big conference and district game for 
these teams, but the Tigers would get two 
controversial hand balls in the box, which 
would lead to two penalty kicks for goals. 
 “Its tough to lose like that, but we 
know we played a solid game and we can for 
sure grow off games like that game.” Senior 
Adam Comstock said. 
 The next game losing to Perryville 
1-3, this was another tough team to play 
after playing the night before. The bulldogs 
came out and battled hard after going down 
0-3 the team fought for another goal to make 
it 1-3, which is not a bad result against a 
quality team like Perryville. After one day 
of rest to wrap up the week the bulldogs 
would face a team they are very familiar 
with: the Carbondale terriers. The bulldogs 
have played the terriers two times before 
this game, and fell short both games, but are 
making big improvements each game, so the 
team expected the trend to stay the same for 
this game. The Terriers would not find the 
back of the net til mid second half. But the 
bulldogs wouldn’t back down and late in the 
second half the team would score a goal to 
tie the game up. But one was not enough the 
Terriers would get a free kick right outside 
the box with a minute left in the game and 
would score this to seal the win. This was an 
end to a very tough week. Three games in 

four days is not the easiest to play. 
 Three days would go by until the 
bulldogs’ next game against a conference 
foe, Saxony Lutheran. The Bulldogs did not 
come out very strong and Saxony put two 
quick goals on the score board to finally 
awake the Bulldogs. With 10 minutes left in 
the second half the score was 3-1 Saxony, but 
the team fought hard and put two goals on 
the score board to tie the game and to head 
into  Overtime. After two 10 minute half’s 
of overtime it was down to penalty kicks 
and which the bulldogs would come out on 
top. Clark steward came up big making three 
saves and sinking the game winning PK, 
giving Sikeston the win. 
 This game is what Sikeston has 
been waiting for all season: the battle of the 
Bulldogs, Notre Dame vs. Sikeston. Sikeston 
would end up shocking the Notre Dame 
bulldogs 2-1 completing the biggest upset of 
the season in the SEMO Conference. After five 
years of close games and hard fought battles 
with them, the Sikeston bulldogs finally beat 
Notre Dame. To wrap up the week, the team 
would verse another Conference opponent, 
the Poplar Bluff mules. This game was a very 
special night because it was the final home 
game of the year and senior night, so 81 
minutes into the game in overtime the golden 
goal happened for the bulldogs ending with 
1-0 win. The team would fall too Jackson 
Indians  0-2 ending their 3 game winning 
streak.
 The team heads into the weekend 
and will play in the Kickapoo invitational.

Winning streak 

Photo courtesy of Standard Demacrat
The team celebrates a goal during  their game against Notre Dame .

 Lets talk about steroids, are they good 
or bad? They are definitely not the best supple-
ment for an athlete to take to keep him or her 
healthy on a legal status. Steroids are artificial-
ly introduced into the body to improve perfor-
mance and allow an athlete’s body to handle 
more pressure than usual. Steroids are just 
straight up cheating when used competitively; 
they give the user of these drugs a completely 
unfair advantage. I have lost respect for many 
athletes over the years after finding out that 
they have used this form of an advantage. Why 
use? Policies concerning steroids, or PEDs 
(performance-enhancing drugs), have changed 
in recent decades. Recently, rules have been 
more strongly enforced due to evolving health 
concerns, unlike back in the day when no one 
really cared if an athlete used enhancers. Even 
if a player does not care about their health, 
they likely care about their eligibility to play. 
For that reason, more athletes stay away from 
these drugs. 
 We see these “enhancing drugs” in 
almost every sport, but baseball in particular. 
Many players have risked their career, if not 
completely ruined them, because of PEDs. 
Alex Rodriguez, Ryan Braun, and Melky 
Cabrea are all recent MLB players that have 
been caught using PEDs. When a player gets 
in trouble by the league, it is not taken light-
ly. Once the news is out about a famous play-
er using PEDs, the league and its fans will 
change their viewpoints and opinions on that 
player very quickly. The users will be labeled 
as cheaters, and their stats from previous years 
can no longer be trusted. 
 I believe that athletes all over the 
world are still using steroids, and that they will 
continue to as they find new technology and 
methods to hide them on drug tests.
 If you would like to hear a certain 
topic or my input on something feel free to 
email me at jeffery_12@icloud.com

READY! SET! 
SPORTS!

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Sports Editor

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Sports Editor
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Photo courtesy of Isabelle McGill
Hermione and Mia Thermopolis are friends

Photo courtesy ofMrs. McGill 
Girls pose in library for “Duo Day”

We’ve got spirit, how ‘bout you?

Photo courtesy of Mrs. McGill
A tourist gets lucky enough to take a picture with some animals

Photo courtesy of Mrs. McGill
Studensts smile for their picture

Photo coutesy of Mrs. Henson
Mrs. Henson and her son Colby participate in character day.


