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Bulldog Walk of Honor
Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor
This past Thursday, the efforts of
many dedicated individuals have finally
culminated in a great event for our school,
one that has been months in the making.
Some of you may have already heard of
it, or even attended the event yourself, but
for those of you who haven’t: the Bulldog
Walk of Honor is finally in place.
What exactly is this? It is the latest in a string of many great fund raisers
by the SPS Foundation. The SPS Foundation is a nonprofit group dedicated to
helping the classrooms and teachers of
Sikeston in any way possible. Through the
use of fundraisers such as the Homecoming Tailgate and an annual 5k run, they
provide Teaching grants to classrooms in
need, letting them purchase supplies or
accomplish goals. The Bulldog Walk of
Honor is another clever fund raiser that
will surely help our community.
People or businesses were invited to purchase bricks that they could
then have engraved with an inscription.
The money from the purchases all went
towards helping Sikeston, and the engraved bricks give recognition to those
who chose to donate. The bricks were installed in front of A building during the
late summer.
On September 14, after months
of preparation, the Sikeston Regional
Chamber along with dedicated members
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of the community attended the official
opening ceremony of the Bulldog Walk
of Honor, complete with a ribbon cutting to commemorate the event.
In total, the fund raiser sold
exactly 320 bricks. At a rate of $100 for
a 4-by-8 inch and $250 for an 8-by-8
inch brick, this means they raised a total of $28,000 for the school district.
“This was a great way to allow people to come out and see for
themselves how the Walk turned out,”
Lauren DeWitt said. DeWitt is the executive director of the SPS Foundation
and was understandably excited by how
great it turned out.
The best part is that this fundraiser is one that can continue to grow
and help the community. Bricks can
still be ordered and placed in the Walk

of Honor so it can continue to grow.
Order forms are available via a
link of the Foundation website, which can
be found on the school website. A brick
can be purchased for a memorial, to honor
a graduate or alumni, to promote a business or organization, etc. There really are
endless possibilities. The deadline to order bricks is December 31.
“This project will forever grow
as we need it to. That’s the beauty of it;
it’s the never ending fundraiser! The best
part of all, of any fundraiser that we do,
is that every single dollar is poured right
back into our classrooms for the students
and teachers of Sikeston R6!” Dewitt
said.
So when you see the carefully
laid bricks, think of the months of care
that truly made it a labor of love.
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The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog
Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover
issues that concern its students and the world
around them and to promote a learning environment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this
way the Bulldog Barker strives to involve Sikeston
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty,
and administrators.

Abby E. Vaught
Co-Editor
By now, it is no mystery that what
people eat has an effect on their daily physical
and mental health. When people keep themselves well-nourished, they can participate
more fully and effectively in a wide variety of
activities. Of course, nutrition has an impact
on K-12 students as well, from their academic
performance to their behavior in the classroom.
There is and always has been a debate on whether or not school breakfast and
school lunch are in fact contributing to the
childhood obesity problem. In other words,
there is a possibility that some kids may be
eating both at home and at school, while other
kids are eating only high-calorie selections
they receive, avoiding the vegetables and
fruits on their plates.
With the most recent changes to the
Wellness Policy at Sikeston High School, parents and other concerned parties have raised a
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pressing question: if they want kids to choose
the healthy items, why are the other tempting
things, still in the lunch line? These nutrition
standards apply to all food and beverages sold
to students.
It is the policy of Sikeston R-6 that
all foods and beverages sold to students during
the school day on any property under the jurisdiction of the district will meet the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) school meal
and Smart Snacks in School (Smart Snacks)
nutritional standards.
School districts across the country
recognize that healthy eating behaviors and
regular physical activity are essential for students to achieve their full academic and life
potential, and that they have a responsibility
to provide a healthy learning environment by
supporting wellness, good nutrition, and regular physical activity.
Wellness policies promote life-long
wellness behaviors, and link healthy nutrition
and exercise to students’ overall physical wellbeing. The ways they help far outnumber the
ways they can hurt.

What do you think of the school lunch?
Student Opinion
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“Honestly, to me school
food is not very appetizing.”

“I feel like school lunch could
be improved a lot, half of the
food does not look edible.”

-Montana Sullivan

-Mackenzie Yant

“I feel like lunch can be better. It’s either cooked too
long or not long enough.
The fries are wayyyyy too
hard.”

“I’m glad I have off campus
lunch, the lunch here is not
that great.”

-Vontreal Hamilton

-Austin Novak

“The salads are fire.”

“The nachos are bomb but
the fries are sometimes over
cooked or stale.”

- Nate Self

-Don Larry
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Pageant Traditions

Amber L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

The time of the Cotton Carnival has
come around once again. While it has many
things that it has to offer for high school girls,
the main event is the pageants.
Jr. Miss Sikeston comes first on Thursday night of the thrilling week, which features
only the freshman class, with Miss Cotton Carnival, which features any sophomore or junior
from Sikeston, with the additions of out-of-town
entries as well, occurs on the Saturday afternoon,
all ending with Miss Sikeston, that contains only
the senior class, happening that Saturday night,
the last day of the fair.
To help prepare for the girls for the pageants, Jeannie Williams, owner of Purse-N-ality,
has organized a pageant clinic offering everything from how to walk to hair and make up tips
for the big day.

“The purpose of the pageant clinic is
to offer advice, guidance, and tips to the pageant contestants and to help them to be better
prepared and feel more comfortable on stage. I
strongly feel this clinic has served to help promote self-esteem and helped each young lady
feel accepted and work towards her own personal growth. The clinic is a great opportunity and
offers a fun-filled atmosphere for every participant.” said Ms. Jeannie Williams.
With the service of the clinic, the girls
entered into the pageants are pleased and set for
the thrilling day.
“I’m excited for the help that all of the
girls, including me, will receive, and I can’t wait
for the turnout of the pageants” Miss Sikeston
Contestant Abby Vaught said.
Jr. Miss Sikeston is on Thursday the
28th, beginning at 8 p.m., while Miss Cotton
Carnival starts at 1:30 p.m. and Miss Sikeston at
8 p.m., both taking place on Saturday the 30th.

photo courtesy of Sikeston CC Pageants
Miss Sikeston 2016 Emily Braden shows surprised emotion and
she is crowned for the yearly title.

Cardinal Career Day
Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter

Juniors enjoy the view of Busch Stadium on Career Day.

Last Thursday, several FBLA and DECA
members went to the cardinals game for Career
Day. The students spent most of the day, eating,
watching the game, and enjoying their day. Both of
the clubs go to see the game every year.
Before the game begins, a panel of business
and college executives talk with the students about
what they can do to reach their goals and how to
get started in their dream fields. Students such as,
Karsyn Stone ‘19, loved hearing about other career
fields in marketing.
“I loved to hear about other people’s careers and how they pursue their marketing careers.”
Says Karsyn Stone ‘19.
Other members of DECA such as, Briana
Gadberry ‘19, loved watching the Cards take that W.
“I loved watching the game with my

friends and sharing the ballpark nachos.” Says
Briana Gadberry ‘19.
The purpose of going to see the cardinals game for the day is to hear from different
executives of the baseball running business and
have them talk about how they made it to the
position they are in today. They also showed
the students how businesses, such as how the
stadium is ran, displaying how much work truly
goes into it.
FBLA member Gracie Barber saw that
importance when the discussion was taking
place.
“I realized the importance of the business and what career options are out there. It
shows that any job in business takes hard work.
said Gracie Barber ‘19.
Both clubs seemed to have had alot
of fun spending their day watching the Cards
game. The game ended with the Cards winning
5-2 against the Reds.
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Will T. Garner
Distribution Manager
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Many schools in the state of Missouri have this program.

A+ Program
Jefferey Thornbrough
Reporter

The A+ program allows high school students to tutor and help younger students as well as
older students with their school work.
Most high school students that are in this
program have a chance to earn the A+ plus scholarship; this scholarship provides eligibility to graduates of the designated A+ high schools. Fifty hours
of required tutoring with students is one of the things
that will get help students in the A+ program achieve
the scholarship.
To qualify for this scholarship, students
must have at least 2.5 GPA, 95% or higher attendance rate throughout high school, and complete the
mandatory tutoring hours.
Some students are able to take a Cadet
teaching class at the high school that counts as hours
towards the A+ program.
Students who take this class and are assigned to local Elementary schools, along with the

Kindergarten, and 5th and 6th grade center. These
high school students work hand-in-hand with a cooperating teacher, and help out younger students
while they are in school.
Anyone who has intentions of becoming a teacher after they graduate from college are
encouraged to participate in Cadet teaching. This
class creates a great opportunity for high school
students to get to work with children and learn
many things they will need for the future. It will
give them real-world experience.
“Cadet Teaching is really a fun class to
take if you love kids and definitely have an interest in becoming a teacher one day. For someone
who doesn’t plan on becoming teacher, it is a fun
elective that can be really beneficial for scholarship
opportunities at the same time,” Amber Dukes ‘18
said.
Mr. Alan Scheeter is the A+ program coordinator, for SHS. If you have any questions about
cadet teaching or the A+ program, he is happy to
help you, or you can talk to your counselor. Mr.
Scheeter’s office is located in the Math and Science
center.

Will Talk

I’m Will Garner the Distribution Manager for the Bulldog Barker and this is the new
column called “Will Talk.” This column is about
anything that is going on in the world and my
opinion on it.
With the Cotton Carnival coming up
I’m getting really excited about fish sandwiches
and all the other food at the carnival. I went
around and asked a lot of people what their
favorite food is, and I got a lot of different answers. But, the most common food mentioned
were Fried Oreos, Fried Green Beans; basically
anything fried. Personally, I was offended that
no one said fish sandwich because it is one of
the best things at the carnival and it needs more
recognition!
While we are talking about the Carnival, how about those rides! Honestly, I think
those things are death traps and you will not
catch me on any of them this year. Not to mention how expensive it is just to ride a few. It’s
like they want me to spend all of my money to
get on rides and get a headache. For those of
you that want to ride, I hope you enjoy it!
This is “Will Talk” and I hope you enjoyed it. Until next time, see ya around.

73rd Annual Cotton Carnival
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Gracie L. Barber
Reporter
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It’s the most wonderful time of
the year, and I don’t mean Christmas. It’s
cotton season which also means it’s carnival season. Food, games, and rides, what
more could a kid ask for?
This is the Cotton Carnival’s 73rd
appearance in Sikeston, and no one is
tired of it yet. This memorable experience is great for all ages. The Cotton Carnival is put on every fall by The Sikeston
American Legion.
“My favorite part of the carnival
would have to be watching all my friends
compete in the pageants or eating the delicious funnel cakes” Lilly Piepenbrok 20’
said.
There are 4 pageants that happen during the carnival, Little Mr. and
Mrs. Cotton Carnival, Jr Miss Sikeston,
Miss Cotton Carnival, and Miss Sikeston.
The winner of these pageants will attend
monthly American Legion meetings, and
will do community service with the local
veterans.
A parade is also included in this fun
filled week. The parade is one of the largest in the state of Missouri. The parade is
2 miles long and travels all through town.

Tons of floats appear in the parade such as
the Sikeston Red Peppers and band.
The Cotton Carnival starts on September 26 at 5 p.m and ends September
30 at midnight.
Funnel cakes, elephant ears, ribbon fries, fish sandwiches and much more
delicious food. The Barker Staff had the
privilege of asking a few people what their
favorite food was.
“Definitely the corn dogs” Jaenila
Johnson 18’ said
“I like the funnel cake, it’s basically
diabetes in a fryer” Grant Lawson 19’ said
The Henry Meldrum post 114 of
the American Legion decided to have a
celebration because of the World War
ended.
People from all over come just to
watch the parade and enjoy the good ole
traditional carnival rides. It takes a whole
year to plan the carnival, the American
Legion are busy all year round planning
for the next one.
		
This annual event is loved all
throughout the Bootheel. Don’t miss
your chance to make some good ole’
memories at The Cotton Carnival.
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Barker Bites: News

Irma
Hurricane Irma was the
most intense hurricane to ever hit
the Atlantic. Irma toppled the Caribbean as a category 5 and even
completely wiped out entire islands.
Among those hit and severely damaged are Puerto Rico,
Turks and Caicos, Barbuda, St.
Martin and many more.
On September 10, Irma
hit Florida. The storm was bigger
than Florida itself, being 400 miles
wide. Hundreds of thousands of
residents had already evacuated,
making it the largest evacuation in
US history.
81 fatalities have been
confirmed from the storm. Irma
caused over $62 billion in damage,
becoming the third costliest hurricane. Thousands of homes and
buildings were destroyed.

Mexico Earthquake
On September 7, a magnitude 8.1 earthquake shook Mexico’s
southern coast. It was the largest
quake in Mexico in nearly a century and was felt by an estimated
50 million people.
Over 90 people have been
confirmed dead from homes and
building collapses. An estimated
15,000 people were left homeless
after their homes were destroyed.
Most of the fatalities occurred in
the cities right off the southern
coast, with the epicenter being in
the Pacific Ocean, about 74 miles
away from the town of Chiapas.
The best regional hospital was
completely destroyed. Officials had
to relocate to a schoolhouse to treat
patients.
The earthquake struck as
Hurricane Katie was preparing to
hit the opposite side of Mexico.

Harvey
Hurricane Harvey finally
made landfall near Rockport, Texas, on August 25, and hit as a category 4 with windspeeds of up to
130 mph.
Harvey dropped 40-52
inches of rainfall in Southeast Texas and triggered flash flooding in
Louisiana, Arkansas and Kentucky.
The Hurricane killed at
least 71 people and caused an estimated $70-$200 billion in damage.
This is the first major Hurricane to
hit the U.S. since 2005 and it is the
wettest storm to ever hit.
Hundreds of thousands
of homes and buildings were destroyed and over 30,000 people
were left homeless. Just over 17,000
people were stranded, but later rescued. Thousands of animals were
killed after being abandoned by
their owners.

Kylie D. Noe
Co-Sports Editor

Wildfires
Despite record breaking rain this year, wildfires have
consumed hundreds of thousands
of acres across Montana, Utah,
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and
California.
Over 24,000 firefighters
have been helping to stop over
200 fires. 8 firefighters have been
killed over 500 homes completely
destroyed.
Over $391 million has
been spent to try and fight these
fires.
Reasons for these fires
included extreme heat paired with
heavy wind, lighting strikes, a
massive drought and dry air.
The situation is expected
to get worse before it gets better.
They have been battling these dangerous fires for over six months
and it is not expected to end soon.
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Finishing Strong

Jeffery W. Thronbrough
Reporter

The softball team has struggled but
plans on getting back in a groove here soon. The
6-11 Lady Bulldogs didn’t get off to a great start
to the season.
“ We have been struggling to string
wins together, we have been very inconsistent
with a lot errors in this first part of our season.
But I know our team and I believe we can get
back in a groove and string some wins together,” senior shortstop/pitcher Kylie Noe said.
A combination of a tough schedule and
some close games has hindered their success.
In the game of softball I believe any team can
come out and compete but the team that doesn’t
make the most mistakes will come out on top
95% of the time.

“I think we are struggling because we
think too much. We are so worried about trying
to win and not just playing. We are an amazing
team but we have to prove it,” senior catcher
Ashton Drake said.
The wins will come, for the Lady Bulldogs, and a huge win over Cape Central shows
that this team can do great things. They have
certainly been putting in the practice.
You can catch the Lady Dogs in action
in their upcoming games which consist of a
game at East Carter on 9/26, the Three Rivers’
tournament on 9/29-9/30, and finally Districts
which will be held in St. Genevieve on October
4-7.
The Lady Bulldogs have made it to
the District finals the last three years and look
to win by beating the reigning District champs
Notre Dame. Come out and support the Lady
Dogs in their endeavors.

Photo Courtesy of Standard Demacrat
Senior, Kylie Noe, runs safely through first base.

Back On Track
Nate B. Self
Reporter

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Clark Steward ‘20 lays out for a save.

After struggling to find productivity on
the offensive side of things and crawling out to a
3-9 record to start the season, the Sikeston soccer team has recently won 2 straight games. The
overall confidence of the team has improved immensely.
“The key has been playing hard for a
full 80 minutes. We had been putting stretches
of good soccer together but weren’t consistent
enough. One thing we can control is our effort.
If we always give 100% in that category, we can
come off the field satisfied. I think in all three
games last week, for the most part, you saw
100% heart and effort. We will definitely need
that with 4 tough games this week,” head coach
Gabe Dement said.
The latest victory for the Bulldogs came
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against Semo Conference rival, Poplar Bluff.
“This was more of a revenge game for
us after taking a tough 1-0 loss to them earlier in
the season,” breakout star Jeffery Thornbrough
said.
“It was nice to be able to put a complete
game of effort together and play with emotion
for my teammates,” Thornbrough said.
Against Poplar Bluff, it was the back
five defenders and goalie, Clark Steward, that
were the hero. Adam Comstock found the back
of the net for the only goal for SHS, as that is all
Steward needed as the Bulldogs would go on to
win 1-0.
“Tyrik Porter has surprised me with his
ability on defense. Thornbrough and Comstock
have really stood out on the offensive end.
Sikeston’s next game will be in the
Kickapoo Invitational Shootout in Springfield,
MO this Saturday, September 23.
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Everything but Net

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter

With the season beginning, the volleyball team has started to compete with other teams
for wins. With victories and determination, the
girls hope to become untouchable this year. The
volleyball team prepares for the season with the
mind-set of being aggressive but still smart with
the techniques they use to gain wins.
Several of the athletes this year have set
goals for themselves and for the team as a whole.
With this being their final year, the seniors such
as, Annie Ensor ‘18, feel the team should work
together to compete better in Districts this year
than in the past years.
“Our goal for the team this year is to
play aggressive but still smart and also to hopefully do better in districts this year than in the
past couple of years,” says Annie Ensor’18. 		
Also, other upperclassmen such as Grace

Foust ‘18, are wanting to see the team strive for
wins while using smart techniques to achieve the
victories they all hope to see.
“A goal for us this year would be to
play smart not safe. Whenever we get into hard
situations we always try to take the easy way and
ply it safe, this year we are focused on playing
smart instead!” says Grace Foust ‘18.
The girls determination and strive will
continue to show throughout the season. They
wish to compete better in Districts this year and
will do anything to get there. The method to be
aggressive sounds to be a game changer for the
team. With the right attitudes and techniques the
girls wish to see the team as a whole strive to be
the best.
The girls are wanting wins and will stop
at nothing to get them. With enough practice and
dedication the volleyball team hopes to achieve
some wins before the end of the season. They
will continue the season against Portageville
next Tuesday at Portageville High School.

Photo Courtesty of Sikeston Democrat
Emma Jones’19 passes the ball against Oran .

Baby got Back Hand
Will T. Garner
Distribution Manager

Photo courtesy of google
Coach Kwan helping out sophomore Reagan Collins

The Sikeston girls tennis team has had
a great year so far on and of the courts the team
has had a blast playing with each other sophomore
Reagan Colleen’s has loved the season so far.
“The tennis season this year has been
so fun and we have all grown closer. Many new
people have joined the team and it helped me meet
new people. The season overall has been very
good and we all got better at tennis and got more
familiar with the game” Collins said.
This year is the first year coach Kwan is
the head coach and she is very proud of her team
and knows the difficulties the team has to face.
“As a first year coach, I have been faced
with many unforeseen and unpredictable challenges. This year has been a crucial growing year
not only for me, but also the girls. For many of
the team members, this is the first or second year

playing tennis. We have focused and worked hard
on establishing the fundamentals and continuing
to grow on those fundamentals. There has been an
incredible amount of growth among the team as a
whole. For example, we faced Poplar Bluff for our
third match of the season. We lost 0-9. We faced
them earlier this week and were still defeated, but
each match was a hard fought match. We lost 3-6.
There has been a great amount of improvement
and growth,” Kwan said.
As far as competition goes, we are evenly
ranked with several other teams in our district.
However, each girl’s biggest competition is herself. A tennis player’s mental game is always the
number one competition. Each girl’s mental toughness has been tried and tested. Each girl has also
grown tremendously in that aspect of their tennis
game.
We are glad to see the team improving
and we hope to see the team improve. Districts
starts the 25th and we wish them great luck.
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“Go Football”

KR
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Kylie D. Noe
Co-Sports Editor
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Nate B. Self
Reporter
The 2017 season has been an emotional
roller coaster for the Sikeston Bulldogs. After two
thrilling overtime victories, the Bulldogs were handed their first loss of the year by the Jackson Indians
by a score of 55-8.
“That one was a tough one to swallow no
doubt, but we knew if we came back that Monday
and followed the loss up with a good week of practice that we would have a good shot to bounce back
and beat a very good Cape team,” head coach Kent
Gibbs said.
That they did. An offensive explosion
led the Bulldogs to an early 28-13 lead at halftime
against longtime rival Cape Central Tigers. Senior
standout Bryce Bays explained the key to starting
fast against Cape.
“The key to getting an early lead against
Cape is playing with more emotion than them. Anytime Sikeston plays Cape we as players know what’s

at stake. It doesn’t take lots of motivational speeches to get ready to play them because there’s naturally that emotion that comes with playing them,”
Bays said. Sikeston would continue their great
defensive effort as they coasted to a 28-19 win at
home.
As great as an emotional high after beating a team like Cape Central is, football has a way
of humbling even the best of teams in an instant.
That “instant” wouldn’t take long to come as the
Bulldogs lost a heartbreaker to a much improved
Dexter team, 12-0.
Many times it is easy for a team to let
this loss linger much longer into the season than it
needs to, but Sikeston is trying to prevent that and
focus on their next opponent.
“Losing to Dexter comes as a lesson just
as any loss would. So, the key for moving on from
this loss is the same as any other. We’ve got to learn
from it, put it behind us, and only worry about what
is in front of us,” Bays said.
Sikeston will play Farmington this Friday,
September 22, at 7 p.m. Everyone come out to support the Bulldogs this Friday night.

Week 1 and 2 of the NFL’s season has
been full of upsets, blowouts, and poor performances from some big names in football. More
specifically, Ezekiel Elliott. He was reportedly
involved in a domestic violence incident leaving
him suspended for six games. His suspension was
appealed and he played in the first two games.
On Sunday, the Cowboys played the
Broncos and Elliott came into the game averaging 108.4 yards a game, and he finished the
game with his lowest stat ever. Going 8 yards on
9 carries. He has been under fire for quitting on
a play in the third quarter. I know how it feels
to be down in a game, but I believe you should
never give up until the game is over; anything
can happen. He has been in the headlines for
awhile now because of his case and he remained
in the headlines due to a poor performance.
In MLB, the Indians recently lost a 22
game win-streak after falling to the Kansas City
Royals. This was the second longest streak in
MLB history. They outscored their opponents
147-35, and they only trailed 8 innings during the stretch. This is very impressive because
it is very rare. They dominated the majority
of those games. At the beginning of the streak,
they trailed their division by 4.5 games. At the
end they led by 13.5. They’re very impressive.

Sports Highlights
Tail End

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Senior Olivia Nash spikes a ball against Poplar Bluff at
the Sikeston Field House.

Photo courtesy of Semo Ball

Juniors Adam Comstock and Jeffery Thornbrough celebrate the game winning goal against Jackson last Tuesday at Sikeston Sports Complex.

Photo courtesy of Semo Ball

Senior Ben Ray clears a ball against Jackson last Tuesday at Sikeston Sports Complex.

Photo courtesy of Semo Ball

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Senior Kylie Noe heads to second after a double at
Sikeston softball field.

Junior Lorandis Phillips goes head-to-head against a
Dexter defender last Friday at Dexter football stadium.

