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 Over the past two decades con-
cerns have been repeatedly voiced re-
garding the alarming shortage of teachers 
in America’s public schools. Nationwide, 
there is a shortage of teachers and the 
shortage is expected to increase as Baby 
Boomers retire. 
 Research shows that almost half 
of all teachers leave the teaching profes-
sion within 5 years, which also contrib-
utes to the problem. The National Center 
for Education Statistics (2007) reported 
that 8% of teachers changed professions 
during the 2003-04 school year and an-
other 8% transferred schools. 
 The Missouri Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education has 
implemented a “Grow Your Own” initia-
tive to help combat the teacher shortage. 
Sikeston Public Schools has been proac-
tive by joining the initiative and starting 
a “Grow Your Own Teachers” (GYOT) 
Program.
 “The goal is to increase the num-
ber of quality teaching candidates who 
apply within our district and to increase 
teacher retention. There are several things 
we will work on to accomplish this goal. 
First, we want to increase interest in the 
teaching profession. Only a small per-
centage of college-bound seniors indicate 
an interest,” Lisa Vaughn, coordinator of 
the GYOT Program said. 

  Research shows that 60% 
of America’s teachers work within 
20 miles of where they attended high 
school. This indicated that the students 
in our district are a very valuable re-
source. 
 The GROT Program will help 
prepare “homegrown” teachers and 
bring them back to our district. Students 
will be mentored and offered incentives 
throughout college and encouraged to 
apply for teaching positions in Sikeston 
upon graduation. 
 “We want to show students 
what a rewarding career is. We will 
identify students who may be interested 
in or have an aptitude for teaching, and 
offer opportunities for these students 
to learn more about the profession and 
gain experience in the teaching field. 

Students in the GYOT Program have re-
cently participated in job shadowing and 
a field trip to SEMO’s College of Educa-
tion,” Lisa Vaughn said. 
 “Homegrown” teachers are 
more likely to stay because they are al-
ready vested in the community. How great 
would it be to see more “former Bull-
dogs” come back to Sikeston to teach? 
 Students who are interested in 
teaching are encouraged to join Future 
Teachers of America (FTA) who will be 
hosting their first meeting on September 
11 in Mrs. Eifert’s room B-2. Students 
can attend the 7:30 AM or 3:00 PM meet-
ing. 
 Job shadowing will also be 
available for Juniors and Seniors who are 
interested. In conclusion, this program is 
a new and exciting addition to Sikeston.

Abby E. Vaught
Co-Editor

Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat
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The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog 
Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover 
issues that concern its students and the world 
around them and to promote a learning environ-
ment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this 
way the Bulldog Barker strives to involve Sikeston 
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty, 
and administrators.

2 Editorial

iPads in the classroom
 Ever since Sikeston High School 
began giving the students iPads during the 
school year, parents and other concerned 
parties have raised a pressing question: does 
having iPads in the classroom help or hurt the 
students?
 It is certainly an argument that re-
quires examining the key points from both 
sides. The iPads are more environmentally 
friendly than going through page after page of 
paper, not to mention more organized thanks 
to the way they allow you to compile all of 
the information you need into one lightweight 
item. They make it easier to take homework 
home, and let students finish their work with 
efficiency. 
 On the other side of the spectrum, 
people argue against iPads. They argue that it 
is harder to do homework if a student doesn’t 
have Wifi - but honestly, in this day and age, 
who doesn’t have access to Wifi at least once 

photo courtesy of Google images

Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

during the day? We can connect all day at the 
school, and the overwhelming majority of stu-
dents can continue this at home.
 People also spread the rumor that 
iPads enable laziness and distraction, encour-
aging students to log off of educational apps 
and waste their time. This problem is easily 
solved with the use of apps like Apple Class-
room, which allows teachers to monitor their 
student’s screens to make sure they say on 
task.
 The blatant truth of the matter is that 
students have phones and books as well as 
iPads. Teenagers in class are full of distrac-
tions. A best friend two rows away is much 
more distracting than an iPad, in my opinion, 
especially now that the administration has 
started restricting the full array of what we can 
do on the iPads. Technology does not enable 
laziness and distraction - the need to procrasti-
nate does, and procrastination has been around 
much longer. iPads let us use the internet and 
its tools to complete work quickly and keep it 
organized. The ways they help far outnumber 
the alleged ways they can hurt.

The Bulldog 
Barker

September1, 2017

Jefferey W. Thornbrough
Reporter

Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter



Student Opinion   3

Why do you like the Ipads?
“I like how you can look 
stuff up quickly instead of 
getting in a book.”

“I like that I can play games 
when I’m done with all my 
assignments.”

“It’s easy to turn in assign-
ments and I like how easy 
things are.”

“It’s easy to multi-task and I 
am more interested in it be-
cause it’s not a book.”

“I like how easy it is to stay 
organized and stay on task.”

“I like being able to use sa-
fari and look stuff up.”

-Lilly Beth Sutton

-Charlie Cox 

-Noah Hicks 

-Trey Wade 

-Shelby Hodgkiss 

-Alana Turk 
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Blinded by the Light

 On Monday August 21, SHS students 
and staff were given an opportunity to witness 
the first total solar eclipse since February 26, 
1979. According to the New York Times the so-
lar eclipse could be seen stretched from Oregon 
to South Carolina, stretching from coast to coast. 
To experience the solar eclipse can be a once in a 
lifetime opportunity, but fortunately we will get 
to see another one in 2024. 
 “As a junior high student, I experienced 
my first partial eclipse, so I knew to expect the 
moon shaped shadows and darkening sky. Since 
we were at 99.5%, I thought we would be much 
closer to total darkness then we actually were.” 
Mrs. Leach said. 
 April 8, is predicted to be the date of 
the next total solar eclipse. What is even more 
exciting is that our area will be able to view the 

eclipse in full darkness which is called the path 
of totality.  
 Teachers throughout the Sikeston 
school district prepared their students with ac-
tivities and information to get them ready for the 
eclipse. Even the cafeteria provided moon pies 
for all students at lunch time. The SPS founda-
tion supplied all students and staff with solar 
eclipse glasses to keep all students eyes safe dur-
ing the eclipse. 
 “Before hand, I was really excited about 
them seeing what I expected,which didn’t actu-
ally turn out to be what we saw. I was still really 
excited that we got to see the automatic lights 
turn on and the cicadas and crickets start chirp-
ing. What really excites me now is the possibil-
ity of seeing a total eclipse on April 8, 2024!” 
Mrs. Leach said.
 The solar eclipse was an educational 
opportunity that both teachers and students were 
excited for. 

Get’cha Head In The Game

 On August 24, 25, 26, and 27, the 
Sikeston Little Theatre put on a production of 
the famous High School Musical on stage. 
 The cast was made up of youth ages 
7-12 grade from towns all around the area, in-
cluding Kelly, New Madrid, and Richland. 
 The cast and crew began practice in 
June and dedicated much of their time into mak-
ing it perfect. Their work definitely paid off, 
as every single performance sold out ahead of 
time. 
 Just this year, the Theatre added an op-
tion of purchasing tickets online, making it easi-
er than ever to see a play.
  The cast consisted of a majority of 
Sikeston students, including Garrett Smith, ‘18, 

and Desiree Hicks, ‘18, who landed the roles of 
Troy Bolton and Gabriella Montez. Other impor-
tant roles played by Sikeston students include 
Brylie Noe, ‘18, Brynna Wiese, ‘20, Zach Wat-
kins, ‘18, Willie Murphy, ‘18, Micah Wallace, 
‘18, Sherri Hays, ‘18 and Hannah Payne, ‘18.  
 Wiese, who landed her first lead as Mrs. 
Darbus, says the play was a great experience and 
allowed her to meet and make friends from all 
across the community. 
 “I’ve been in about 10 plays and it gets 
more exciting every time” said Wiese. “It’s such 
a great experience.” 
 “It’s sad because this was my last youth 
play. I want to continue participating in theatre 
at the college level and taking part at The Little 
Theatre has been good practice” said Noe.  
 Next up for the Theatre is their produc-
tion of The King and I in early November, and 
they will finish their season with the production 
of Big Fish.

Jeffery W. Thornbrough
Reporter

Kylie D. Noe
Sports Editor

Photo courtesy of Sue Noe.
The cast take a bow after a performance of High School Musical 

at The Sikeston Little Theatre.

Photo Courtesy of Google Images
A photo capturing the totality of the Great American Solar 

Eclipse on Monday August 21. 
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Fun Night + Greenie Parade
 This past Thursday the annual Red Pep-
per Fun Night took place. This is the intiation 
night for all “Greenies” or newcomers to the 
club who then become members to Red Peppers 
are welcomed with open arms to the organiza-
tion. The night was filled with games, cheering, 
and of course. The club welcomed 73 Greenies 
to the  Sikeston Red Peppers, a great size additon 
to the association.
 “I think it’s awesome that so many 
people want to continue to be apart of something 
that has been around since 1928,” Red Pepper 
Sponsor Sarah McGill said. 
 The games for the coveted night includ-
ed “Extreme Rock Paper Scissors”, “Limbo”, 
“Officer (Simon) Says”, and the highly-liked, 
“Ships and Sailors”.
 “All the girls seemed like they had a 
great time with the games and it was overall a 

great night.” Secretary Allison Miles ‘18 said. 
 The next day was game day for the 
Bulldogs, but also the day of the Greenie Parade. 
This is a yearly tradition where the club stops 
normal traffic to walk from the High School to 
Malone Park, cheering and showing off their 
spirit for their Bulldogs.
 “It definitely was a great sight at seeing 
not only the Greenies but all Red Peppers join 
and show their great school spirit at the Greenie 
Parade. It has been a fun week as an officer and I 
hope all Red Peppers have enjoyed their time the 
week, especially the Greenies as they became 
official members,” Vice Cayenne Amber Dukes 
‘18 said.
 This week was a big week for the club, 
and it was for sure a fun one. Red Peppers is 
a great club if you are looking to support the 
school, no matter if you were a Greenie or a Red 
Pepper, the club definitely puts an impact on 
yourself and the overall spirit of the Bulldogs.

Cayenne vs. President
 Each year a new Red Pepper Cayenne 
and BUMS president are chosen. Will Garner is the 
2017-2018 BUMS president. This year’s Red Pepper 
Cayenne is Michaela Glaus. The Barker Staff had the 
pleasure of talking to both of these officers about this 
upcoming year. 
 What is the best part of being president/
Cayenne?
Will Garner: “Everyone looks up to me and it makes 
me feel like I’m important. I like always having a seat 
on the front row.”
Michaela Glaus: “The best part of being Cayenne is 
definitely being such a big part of an amazing orga-
nization that means so much to me. It’s definitely my 
biggest dream come true.”
 Who is your favorite team to play and 
why?
WG: “Notre Dame because WE are the real Bulldogs 
and I know a lot of people that go to that school.”

MG: “My favorite team that we will play this year 
will definitely be Cape. They have been a huge rivalry 
in recent years and I know the game will be one for 
the books.”
 What are you looking forward to this 
year?
WG: “I’m looking forward to basketball season be-
cause we have a lot of new members signed up and we 
will fill up the Field House.”
MG:  “I’m ready to be the first to show up to every 
game and the last to leave every dance, and yelling as 
loud as possible at the games. I’m looking forward to 
living in the moment and not rushing a single second 
as Cayenne.”
 What is your favorite cookie?
WG: “Chocolate Chip becasue it’s classic.”
MG: “Double Chocolate Chip” 
 You will be able to catch Will and Michaela 
at most of the Sikeston sporting events. Red Peppers 
and BUMS would not be the same without the rest of 
their respective officers and their leadership.  This is 
definitely bound to be a spirit-filled year.

Amber L. Dukes
Student Life Editor

Gracie L. Barber
Reporter

Michaela Glaus Red Pepper Cayenne and WIll Garner BUMS 
President stand back to back to pose for a picture. 

courtesy of Lora Fodge
All of the Sikeston Red Peppers present at Fun Night pose 

for a picture.

courtesy of Gracie Barber
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Brylie R. Noe
Co-Editor

Beating the Summertime Slump
 It is a familiar feeling to any stu-
dent, especially those in high school. 
You sit down in class, listen to the 
teacher, and can’t help but drift off. Any 
student will be able to confirm the ex-
istence of  the so-called summer slump: 
the inability to concentrate in school 
after the lengthy vacation of  summer. 
We’ve all felt it, from an elementary 
student fidgeting to get back outside to 
a high school student who can’t seem 
to stay awake during a class discussion. 
The summer slump exists...So how do 
we overcome it?
 One simple option is time. As the 
days go by, your brain adjusts back to 
the demanding schedule of  school and 
homework and classroom demands no 
longer quite seem so stressful and wor-
rying. This option is the most frustrat-
ing, however, because just waiting and 
getting through the long school days 
can seem like torture. To solve this 
problem, we’ve compiled a few options 
designed to help the average student 
overcome the summer slump.

 It’s an old but true cliche that re-
sults only come to those willing to work 
hard. Adjusting back to school can be 
tiring and boring, but in the end it is 
worth it. Even after you’ve adjusted 
back to school, you can still use these 
techniques during finals week or to get 
through a tough assignment.
 One tip is to enlist the help of  
your family and friends to help you 
overcome the want to procrastinate. 
Try to finish your homework before 
your parents get home from work, or 
work in the living room so they can su-
pervise and make sure you stay on task. 
You could ask your friends to remind 
you of  upcoming deadlines or quizzes.
 Though it may not seem like it, 
we have lots of  downtime during the 
day. A free day in class can be exactly 
what you need to finish a problem set 
for math, and your D.A.W.G.S class is 
designed to give you time during the 
day to get organized. Instead of  sleep-
ing or getting distracted playing games 
in class, try to get caught up on all the 

assignments you’ve received.
 If  you work best under pressure, 
instead of  waiting until the night be-
fore, try to set up goals throughout the 
assignment’s span until deadline. Set a 
reminder to be halfway done within a 
few days, or to have a solid idea written 
down by the end of  the day. Setting up 
your own deadlines could help you to 
finish your work.
 I know it seems like a lot of  work. 
Assignments and homework in class af-
ter class can leave you feeling stressed 
out and anxious with no way to deal. 
But until you get used to being back at 
school, helping yourself  to finish your 
work instead of  letting yourself  get 
overworked and fall behind, having to 
work harder to catch up. Putting in ef-
fort now will help you succeed in the 
long run. 
 In conclusion, the transition 
from summer to school can be confus-
ing and aggravating, but you don’t need 
to let it control you. By following these 
tips, you can beat the summer slump.

Photos courtesy of Google Images
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Barker Bites: News Will T. Garner
Distribution Manager

 Sunday the 27th the vmas 
kicked off with top performers in 
today the show start with Kendrick 
Lamar singing a medley of DNA. 
And HUMBLE. 
 Kendrick was one of the 
big winners of the night with 8 
nominations he was followed by 
Katie perry and the weekend with 
5 nominations. 
 Katy Perry was the host 
of the event and has gotten many 
mixed reviews of her performance. 
Reviews have said that she was too 
out spoken and got off topic.
  What got a lot of people 
standing was logics performance 
of 1 800 273 8255, which is about 
suicide prevention.. It had every-
one in the crowd standing and even 
had some people crying . Overall it 
got great reviews and everyone en-
joyed the night.

 Recently Houston ha s 
been hit by one of the worse hur-
ricane since hurricane Katrina.
Thousands of people are left home-
less and a lot of people are stranded 
waiting for rescue. 
 Texans star defensive end 
JJ Watt started a fund-raiser with 
a goal of a million dollars for the 
people in Houston. Watts fund-
raisers not only raised more then 
a million dollars, he had to raise 
the goal to 10  million. Texans ri-
vals the Tennessee Titans donated 
1 million dollars to watts cause af-
ter the donation watt made a breath 
taking thank you video 
 Houston had 30 inches of 
rain in some places and authorities 
are afraid the worst is yet to come. 
The death toll is up to 14 and ev-
eryone needs to say a prayer for the 
people and families in Houston. 

 Madden 18 was released 
Friday the 25th and its has had 
some great reviews so far. NY 
daily called it the best all around 
football game ever. 
  The biggest thing about 
the new madden is the story mode 
called long shot. On longshot you 
are a quarter back from Texas  
named Devin Wade. 
 In this mode you start 
out in high school and have to 
work your way into the NFL. Some 
people have a problem with the 
story mode because you can not 
edit the quarterback to how you 
want it to look.
 However the game has 
had many improvements to the 
glitches and  the graphics have 
change alot in a  positive way. The 
game is in stores all around and 
cost 60.00 dollars.   

VMA Fantasy Houston Madden 
 With football season get-
ting closer many football fanatics 
are getting their teams drafted and 
ready for the first game. 
 Fantasy football is a com-
petition where users go and select 
players from many NFL teams to 
create their own fantasy team. The 
way to score points on the game 
is from how the players on your 
team play in real life. Fantasy is a 
great way to get involved in every 
game not just your favorite NFL 
TEAM 
 During fantasy football 
you are put into a league of ether 6 
or 12 other competitors. The only 
skill to fantasy football is picking 
really good players but their really 
isn’t a key to win most of the time 
you win off luck and pray that 
your players did good. So good 
luck to everyone who plays. 
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Serving up a win

Swinging for the Fences

Kelli L. Dukes
Reporter

Kylie D. Noe
Reporter

 As the school year begins, the girls ten-
nis team has sent many goals for themselves this 
year. 
 With dedication and time, the girls wish 
to see victories in the future. The tennis team 
prepares for the season with many practices and 
wins. Several of the athletes this year have set 
goals for themselves and the team. 
 As the season is just starting there are 
many upperclassmen such as, Claire Hamlin ‘19, 
who feel the team should work together to gain 
wins.     
“Our goal as a team this year is to improve our 
performance and understanding through practice 
and dedication,” Hamlin said.
 Also, other players such as, Malyn 

Hodges ‘19, are wanting the team to strive for 
wins together while having fun doing so.
 “My goal for the entire team is for us to 
work together and to have fun while doing it!” 
Hodges said.
 The Lady Bulldogs are wanting wins 
and will stop at nothing to get them. With their 
strive and dedication the Dogs have a goal to 
gain more wins. 
 Since Districts is a huge goal for the 
team, members such as Alyssa Hillis ‘19, want to 
seem the team work together and give it their all 
in order to win Districts.
 “My goal for tennis this year is to win 
Districts as a team.” Hillis said.
 The rest of the season looks bright for 
the team as they continue the season with deter-
mined mind sets and high spirits. They will con-
tinue the season against Charleston next Tuesday 
at home. 

Malyn Hodges ‘19 concentrating at their game against Caruthers-
ville Tuesday August 29. 

 Although this year’s softball season 
has come out to a rough start, the Lady Bulldogs 
still have one common goal they are working to-
wards: winning Districts.
  “I just want to make my senior year the 
best and win Districts for the first time. I think 
we have a good chance and I just want to bring 
the title home” said Ashton Drake, ‘18. Drake is 
one of two seniors on the team, with Kylie Noe 
being the other. 
 Along with the two seniors, the Varsity 
team includes juniors Audrey Vogel, Ashton Jor-
dan, Katie Hampton,  Abby Cooper, and Iraca 
Weakly. 
 Sophomores include Emma Drury, Ab-
bey Broom, Megan Witt, and Naudia Lazcano.  
 Two freshman also made Varsity:  Jordi 

James and Lydia Hodgkiss.
 “I really love how we have girls of all 
ages on the team. Especially the younger girls, 
they are always cheering us on and they bring a 
lot of enthusiasm to the team,” Hampton said.
 The Lady Bulldogs opened their season 
playing in the Perryville Tournament on August 
19. The Bulldogs placed third after beating Sax-
ony Lutheran, but losing to Perryville and St. 
Genevieve. 
 On August 24, Sikeston hosted Poplar 
Bluff and lost 9-3 to the same team who defeated 
them by the run rule the previous year.   
 “I think that was one of the best games 
we have played defensively. We stuck with them 
the entire game, we just had one bad inning. We 
played great. I am really proud of how we did 
that game” said Noe.
 The Bulldogs are being coached by 
Laura Brown, and assisted by Lisa James and 
first year coach Alexis Spriggs. 

Photo courtesy of the Standard Democrat.
Emma Drury, ‘20, gets an out while playing first base 
against  Poplar Bluff at the Sikeston Sports Complex.



September 1, 2017Sports10

Starting Strong

 The Sikeston Bulldogs are off to a 
thrilling start to the 2017 season. Back to back 
overtime wins have the Dogs rolling.
	 The	 first	 game	 of	 the	 season	 for	 the	
Bulldogs was against a much improved Charles-
ton Bluejays squad. 
 Offensive Coordinator, Corey Adkis-
son expressed his views on the Charleston game, 
“They had moments. We had moments. But in 
the end our guys came up with the big play to 
win the game,” Adkisson said.
 That big play came from junior, Ricky 
Scott, as he was able to catch a pass over the 
Charleston defender and keep his feet inbound 
for the gamewinning touchdown.
  The second game Sikeston played was 
against the Kennett Indians. After getting off to a 
quick start and a 14-0 lead in the 1st quarter, the 

Bulldogs found themselves trailing 30-14 head-
ing into the 4th. The team leaned heavily on their 
offensive and defensive line to carry them to a 
37-30 overtime victory.
 “I think the difference was that we 
just simply wanted it more than them. When 
we scored to make it 30-22 their body language 
screamed that they were done competing. At the 
start of the 4th quarter the O-line all got together 
and said we were gong to win this game, that 
no matter what we were gonna outwork them in 
every way,” Austin Stafford ‘18 said.
 The Bulldogs have 11 seniors this year: 
Bryce Bays, BJ Hill, Austin Branch,  Don Larry,  
Stafford, Landon Hawkins, Quincy Chinwuko, 
Keon Wyn, William Jackson, Josh Parden, and 
Matthew Perry.
 Although they have a tough schedule 
ahead,	 the	team	is	confident	 this	year	will	be	a	
successful one.
 Sikeston travels to Jackson this Friday 
to take on Semo Conference North rival.

Alive and Kickin’
 The Sikeston Bulldog soccer team is off 
to a shaky start but is looking for redemption in 
upcoming games with leadership to push them to-
wards more wins.
 The Bulldogs hope to have a successful 
season this year but it is going to take some heart 
to do so. Without the skill they have had in pre-
vious	seasons,	they	will	need	to	fight	every	game	
with heart and desire to pull out the victory.
 Head soccer coach Gabe Dement com-
mented on some of the leadership qualities that 
will be needed to help the team this year. 
 “I’m looking for my leaders to help bring 
the less experienced players up towards their level 
of play by staying positive and helping them learn 
from mistakes as the season goes on. I also expect 
them to work hard in practices and games,” De-
ment said.

 “We will always have to play our hardest 
and stay disciplined while limiting mistakes.  
We	have	to	find	momentum	from	any	positive	mo-
ment by encouraging and cheering teammates on. 
If we do that then we can keep up with any team 
that we play. I think we proved that against a very 
tough Belleville East team at Carbondale last Fri-
day. In addition, staying healthy is key,” Dement 
said. 
 This year’s seniors are looking for a lot in 
the team and Ben Ray talked about that. “I would 
really love to win a District Championship. We 
will	have	 to	work	 really	hard	but	 I	am	confident	
that we can do it. We need to work on our chemis-
try	on	the	field.	If	we	can	posses	better	we	can	beat	
anyone we play.” Ray said. 
 The Bulldogs are taking part in the Notre 
Dame soccer fest at the moment and are looking 
to better their record and push towards Districts in 
the early part of November.

Nate B. Self
Reporter

Riley G. Cantrell
Co-Sports Editor 

Photo courtesy of Semo Ball.

photo courtesy of The Standard Democrat
Lorandis Phillips ‘19 stiff arms a Kennett defender

Jeff Thornbrough defends an attacker on Monday against 
North County.
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 This year’s seniors feature outside hitters 
Olivia Nash and Morgan Merrill along with Annie 
Ensor, the team’s setter.
 The season has gotten off to a great start, 
as they have already played some local rivals. The 
girls have faced the Cape Central Tigers in their 
season opener and gained a win with the score of 
25-18 in both sets. 
 Their next competitor was the Bernie 
Mules and they suffered a loss in a tight match with 
the score of 25-23 in both sets as well. 
 After the tough loss, the team plans to 
work on their weak spots in hopes of preparing for 
the upcoming rest of the season.
	 “It	was	very	frustrating	after	fighting	re-
ally hard and losing, but Coach Boxdorfer has been 
working on our team’s weak spots with great drills 
that will improve our play and prepare us for our 
future games,” Morgan Merrill ‘18 said.
 This week the Lady Bulldogs played Sax-
ony Luthern but the result was not available in time 
of printing. Their next game will be at Puxico next 
Tuesday, September 5, starting with Junior Varsity 
at 6 p.m.

Senior Olivia Nash and Junior Adrianna Jackson jump up to block the ball against the Bernie Mules.

Amber L. Dukes
Student Life Editior

Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat

 Another year, another season for the 
Sikeston Girls’ Volleyball Team. With a previous re-
cord of 17-13 and the loss of two seniors, Ali Enax 
and Morgan Poindexter, the team is looking to work 
on their defense and make this year even better than 
the year before.
 Over the summer, the team went to Mis-
souri State to participate in their four-day volleyball 
camp as they geared up for the jamboree and open-
ing game. The camp was very informative, skills 
were sharpened and fun was had by all.
 “Camp was fun and energetic. It was tough, 
but those hard and aggressive teams helped us learn 
how	 to	 fight	 back	 and	 become	 a	 better	 team	 as	 a	
whole. I hope we go back again next year,” Taydri-
anna Barnett ‘20 said.
 “This year we are working on having a 
more aggressive defense and I think that will help us 
overall be a better team,” Annie Ensor ‘18 said.

Serve - Set - Spike

Kylie &
 iley’sR Rants

 Conor McGregor is one of the best in 
the UFC. He seems to be an unstoppable force 
that no one can seem to take down. He has 21 
wins and 18 of those are Knockouts. Although 
he has 3 losses, he has came back for a rematch 
and beat them the second time.
 Floyd Mayweather is the best athlets 
ever in any sport. He backs up what he says and 
goes even further than that. I can not think of 
one person in any sport to ever go 50-0 and es-
pecially when their final win was at 40 years old 
when the sport is so physically demanding like 
boxing. It is his sports. He owns it and I don’t 
believe anyone will ever be as good as him.
 Now, there was a lot of discussion of 
who would win if McGregor and Mayweather 
fought since their sports are very similar and 
they are both champions in it. You have Mc-
Gregor, he is younger, bigger, has longer reach, 
and seems to be faster. Then you have May-
weather, He is older, has shorter reach, weighs 
less, but he also has the best defense that boxing 
has ever seen.
 The fight could have gone either way on 
paper. In fact, it probably would have had Mc-
Gregor winning the fight. But in the 10th round 
in Las Vegas, the best boxer in the world handed 
the best UFC fighter his first loss of his boxing 
career. McGregor will be going back to the UFC.

Riley G. Cantrell
Co-Sports Editor



Tail End

Welcome Back to SHS

Photo Courtesty of Debbie Miller 
Adam Comstock heads a ball against Anna Jonesboro 
last Monday at Sikeston Sports Complex.

Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat
“Greenies” wave to their friends as they march as 
part of the annual Sikeston “Greenie Parade”.

Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat
Austin Branch eyes the endzone against Charleston Friday, August 18, 2017 

at their first home game. 

Photo Courtesy of Debbie Miller
Riley Cantrell dribbles a ball past a defender last week 

against Fredericktown.Photo Courtesy of Standard Democrat
Red Peppers chant as they walk down Greeer Street 
Friday afternoon. 
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