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 On April 4, local voters will 
have a huge impact on the future of the 
Sikeston School District. That day, they 
will be voting on a very important bond 
issue that will make many improvements 
to school buildings across the district.
 The bond issue is set to begin 
shortly after the vote, if it passes. If the 
vote does pass, a new elementary school 
will be constructed on new land, which 
is 8.57 acres, and was donated by Mr. 
Scott Matthews.  This newly constructed 
school will be used to teach kids from the 
current Matthews Elementary.
 “ These changes would allow for 
our kids to have a new learning environ-
ment, and along with that, we’ll add better 
heating, better cooling, better technology, 
and it will just make it a nicer, cleaner, 
and better environment for our kids”, 
Tom Williams, Sikeston’s Superintendent 
said.
 This new bond proposal  is dif-
ferent from previous proposals because of 
the no tax increase included in the plan. 
 “We looked back on the com-
munity to see what they wanted, and they 
wanted something on a smaller scale. 
Based on the survey community members 
took last fall, we looked and we saw that 
we could generate eight million dollars 
through our 21 cent levy, which is still 
paying for the Math and Science Build-

ing”, Tom Williams said.
 Instead of the levy ending in 
the next 2 to 4 years, the proposed bond 
will extend the 21 cent levy so that the 
cost of the new facility will be covered. 
This extension will be of almost no dif-
ference to most residents of Sikeston 
because of the small decrease in their 
yearly taxes, which has cost residents 
$2.52 a year.
 The school is able to provide 
around $3 million in equity while the 
21 cent levy would provide around al-
most $8 million, giving the district a to-
tal of $11 million dollars to be used on 
the project.  
 With this new and improved 
plan, school employees, parents, and 
students will appreciate the enhance-
ments to the facilities, and it will help 

bring a positive impact to Sikeston’s com-
munity. It could be the driving force that 
brings new business and persons to the 
community.
 Citizens in our community 
that are in support of this bond issue 
have formed a committee called “Better  
Schools make Better Communities,” and 
have been holding Town Hall meetings to 
inform voters on the upcoming election 
and bond issue.
 “Our goal is to make sure voters 
are informed about this bond proposal, 
and we want to make sure we’ve answered 
all the questions voters may have before 
April 4th.,” Michelle Worth, co-chair of 
the committee, said.  
 If you would like more informa-
tion, you may contact the Sikeston Public 
Schools Board of Education Office.

Jackson R. Clay
Distribution Manager

photo courtesy of Google 
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The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog 
Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover 
issues that concern its students and the world 
around them and to promote a learning environ-
ment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this 
way the Bulldog Barker strives to involve Sikeston 
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty, 
and administrators.

2 Editorial

Is college the best choice for you?
 In today’s day and age, there is a gi-
ant push for every kid to go to college. How-
ever, while college is a choice that a multi-
tude of people make, there are other options. 
These options include technical schools, the 
military, or going straight into the work force.  
Depending on what someone wants to do, one 
of the options other than college may be the 
best choice.
	 The	first	of	 the	options	 is	 to	 attend	
college. With so many universities around the 
country,	there	is	most	likely	one	that	fits	you.		
Every college is different in what it prioritize 
and what it offers. Also each campus also has 
a different amount of diversity as well. There 
are state schools, and private schools as well. 
Private schools tend to be more expensive, 
but	also	tend	to	offer	more	financial	aid.	State	
schools are more prevalent, but are incorpo-
rated with the state government. Each of these 
things have their pros and cons. 

Photo Courtesy of Google images

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

 Another route for recent graduates is 
a technical/trade school. These schools offer 
many different opportunities  as well. People 
can pursue careers in welding, carpentry, auto 
mechanics, and so much more. People are 
able to learn a craft without going through 
many years of college. Most of these programs 
cost less than college and also last around 18 
months. There is also a growing need for peo-
ple of this line of work. Jobs are constantly be-
ing created for these trades as well.
 Another option is to go into the mili-
tary.	The	Military	offers	many	benefits	such	as	
schooling, pensions, and a lot more. Your abil-
ity	 to	 join	 is	measure	by	physical	fitness	and	
ASVAB scores; so take the test seriously. The 
military is a great career choice if you are cer-
tain its what you want to do.
 The last option is to go straight into 
the work force. While this may not seem very 
appealing, it is a great way to advance yourself 
in society as well. In today’s day and age, col-
lege is pushed very heavily. But I urge you to 
reconsider what path is best for you, and then 
pursue it. Hopefully everything works out!

The Bulldog 
Barker

March 31, 2017

Will T. Garner
Reporter

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

Amber L. Dukes
Reporter
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What’s your after high school career plan?
“I want to go into an en-
trepreneurship. I want to 
invest in alternative energy 
to make capital. This way I 
would be be in debt rather 
than having a ‘useless’ de-
gree.”

“I plan on going to into Law 
Enforncement because my 
family is from that back-
ground.”

“I want to go to a trade 
school deal for welding be-
cause it makes good pay.”

“I want to go to college so I 
can get a degree in business 
management. Also, so I can 
go to the NBA.”

“I want to go to a four year 
college to get a degree, 
hopefully premed. I think 
it fits me best.”

“I want to box after high 
school because that’s some-
thing my family does and I 
love the sport.”

Grayson Coatney ‘20

Rebecca Cantrell ‘20

Ethan Russel ‘19

Kevin Jones ‘19

Grace Blanton ‘20

Juan Lopez ‘20
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Dancing the night away
 On Wednesday, March 22 twelve girls  
who are running for the 2017-2018 Red Pepper 
Officers gave speeches and were voted on by the 
Red Peppers. Sixteen girls showed their cheer-
ing abilities on this night as well. Tomorrow the 
new officers will be announced. 
  Tomorrow is the Spring Red Pepper 
Banquet and Formal. Senior Red Peppers and 
their mothers are honored at the banquet. The 
special day consists of. The Red Peppers get to 
enjoy a meal catered to them by Susie’s Bake 
Shoppe, a farewell video prepared by the officers 
for them to look back on their years as Red Pep-
pers. 
 Cayenne, Annie Lancaster says, “I’m 
really excited for the banquet, especially the end 
of year video, even though I know I’m going to 
cry the whole time.” 

 The Officers from this year give up 
their position and will announce the 2017-2018 
Red Pepper Officers. The cheer team for next 
year will also be announced. 
 Head Cheerleader, Betsy McConnell 
says, “It is sad giving up the position after being 
with such awesome girls and coaches for a year 
and leading a wonderful team. However, I know 
that the next head cheerleader will do her best 
and I’m excited to see the girls excel once again 
and beat Borgia.” 
 Tomorrow night the spring Red Pepper 
dance fun begins at 8 p.m. There will be a grand 
march of the all the incoming and outgoing of-
ficers, cheerleaders, senior Red Peppers, peppy 
pepper recipients from each of the grades, and 
all of their dates. This has been a tradition for a 
long time. 
 Emily Braden reminisces, “Red Pep-
pers has been my life for four years, I don’t want 
to think about it being over!”

Running for a reason

 The Sikeston Public School Founda-
tion’s Annual 5K Run/Walk Color Run will be 
taking place on Saturday, April 22, 2017. Last 
year, the event was full of runners, walkers, and 
volunteers who made the day a great one. 
 This year, the 5K will be over the same 
course as last year. However one exciting fun 
feature will be added: color. The SPSF 5K will 
be made a Color Run in order to add even more 
excitement to the event. 
 “This year I am most looking forward 
to the color run! I think it is going to hopeful-
ly bring out a lot of new and old participants,” 
event coordinator, Lauren DeWitt, said. 
 Prior to the main race, children, ages 
four to nine, will be able to participate in the Lit-

tle Bulldog Race. This mini race is a great way 
for younger children to support their very own 
schools, and to run off some steam.
 Within the 5K itself, there will be four-
teen different age groups to sign up in. Last year 
there was only thirteen, however, this year a 10-
12 year old age group has been added. Medals 
will be awarded to the top three in each category. 
 Besides running in the 5K itself, there 
are a few other ways people can support and 
participate in the event. Sponsorships are great 
ways to support the SPS Foundation’s 5K Color 
Run without having to run (or walk) physically 
in the 5K.
 “We, of course, welcome any and all 
volunteers, runners, walkers, and sponsors! We 
even love just having the support from those 
who just wish to come by and check the event 
out,” DeWitt said. 
 This event is open to all in the commu-
nity and everyone is invited to participate. 

Alison S. Enax
Student Life Editor

Annie M. Lancaster
Co-Editor

Photo courtesy of SPS Foundation Facebook
Riley Cantrell ‘18 poses for a picture during the SPS Founda-
tion’s 2016 5K event.

Photo Courtesy of Megan Knight
Red Peppers and their dates dance the night away at the 2016 

Red Pepper Fall Formal.
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Dominating the Business World
 DECA prepares emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs of careers in marketing, finance, 
hospitality, and management in high schools and 
colleges around the world. 
 In Missouri, it is required that all DECA 
students are in a class taught by a Marketing cer-
tified instructor, and are enrolled in at least one 
class related to DECA events. 
 “This would include Marketing, Man-
agement, Accounting, Business Law, or any 
other business related classes at SCTC,” DECA 
sponsor, Ryan Lindsey said. 
 The top two students in each event 
advance to state in our district. At state, those 
students have to have a minimum test score, pre-
form 1-2 role plays or presentations depending 
on their event.
 “I love the opportunity that DECA pro-
vides us students with. We get the opportunity to 
practice our professionalism as well as find out 

what career path we are best suited for. I have 
already made so many connections with students 
from all around through DECA,” Emily Braden 
‘17 said. 
 Their test scores and their role-play 
scores will be combined to see who wins the 
event and potentially heads to state. They then 
must place in the top five to advance to the Inter-
national competition. 
 “This year we had six students qualify 
for Internationals in Anaheim, California, that 
will be taking place April 26-30. This includes 
students from all 50 states, Canada, China, Ger-
many, Guam, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Spain,” 
Lindsey said. 
 The six who qualify for Internationals 
are: seniors Emily Braden, Ben Martin, Lane 
Curtis, Mckenzie Worth, Betsy McConnell and 
junior Emily Limbaugh. 
 “Last year I qualified to go to Interna-
tionals for a leadership program, but I am really 
excited to actually compete this year in Califor-
nia,” Braden said. 

Abby E. Vaught
Reporter

Senior Emily Braden snaps a photo of her award at DECA State hat will 
allow her to compete in DECA Internationals in April 2017.

Photo Courtesy of Katherine Lape
DECA members Morgan Poindexter ‘17, Olivia Nash 19’, Katherine 

Lape 18’, and Georgia Poindexter ‘18 pose for a picture at DECA State. 

Photo Courtesy of Emily Braden 

 Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) is a national organization to promote 
and help students develop leadership skills out-
side of the classroom setting.
 “Students who join FBLA are given 
the opportunity to participate in community ser-
vice and compete in a variety of business related 
events,” Pat Davault, FBLA sponsor said. 
 In order to compete at the State level, a 
member would need to win in their specific event 
at the District level. Thirty Sikeston students will 
excel and move on to the Missouri FBLA State 
Competition in Springfield, Missouri that will be 
taking place April 2-4.
 “To be in FBLA, you must have taken a 
business course and be a student in good stand-
ing. Anyone who would like to join an organiza-
tion that promotes self-development, leadership, 
and service awareness should consider joining 
FBLA,” Davault said. 

FBLA State
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Brylie R. Noe
Feature Editor

Harmful tropes in Hollywood
to survive the Capitol. She wears beautiful 
dresses to make the crowd love her, and in 
one chapter even pretends to be a sort of 
fashion designer to gain public approval. 
These scenes are absent in the movies, 
because Hollywood often perpetuates the 
myth that to be strong, a female charac-
ter must reject being feminine. They don’t 
think that a Katniss who slings arrows and 
kills her competition can also be a Katniss 
who appreciates dresses - but why?
 On the other end of the spectrum, 
male characters are often too masculine. 
In an era where the superhero film has 
been established as a giant, our movies 
are filled with male heroes who drink 
plently of alchohol, punch plenty of bad 
guys, and don’t do much else. They may 
be trying to avenge someone they loved 
who died, but they do it without talking 
about the feeling of loss at all. They are 
protectors of justice, with non-violence 
and peace being the last things on their 
minds. This makes for a good car chase 
scene, but it sends the message that boys 
who aren’t emotionally unavailable bad 
boys are somehow wrong.
 Hollywood has been making ef-
forts recently to diversify their movies, 
which can be good or bad depending on 
your feelings.

 Disabled people, and people who 
suffer from mental illness, are some of 
the most unrepresented groups in the 
movie business. Even when a movie does 
include the one token disabled character, 
the producers take pains to remind us that 
this character hates being disables - send-
ing the message that people with disabili-
ties can only be be sad and lonely. 
 Most, if not all, movies that include 
a disabled character can never seem to 
just let the character be disabled. The per-
son always has mystical power that makes 
up for their disability, and even surpasses 
normal humans. Matt Murdock, the lead 
in Netflix hit Daredevil. was blinded as a 
child. Thanks to an accident, however, he 
gained the ability to perfectly sense every-
thing in his surroundings, giving him su-
perhuman awareness. This is Hollywood’s 
way of showing a disabled character, but 
not having to act like they’re disabled at 
all.
 So many tropes have become in-
grained in movies. Thankfully, we are fi-
nally starting to realize that just because 
something is normal does not make it 
right. More and more movies that break 
the mold are expected to be released 
sooner rather than later; and I know that I 
for one can not wait.

 For a long time, minority charac-
ters were kept out of movies because they 
thought that including one wouldn’t sell 
to “regular audiences”. Obviously, with 
Get Out, the horror movie that also tack-
les racism, crossing the million dollar 
mark, this is not the case. But studios still 
treat white, able-bodied characters as the 
default. Roles that were designed for peo-
ple of color are constantly given to white 
actors because executives are afraid a pro-
tafo
 A prime example is the movie that 
is not yet released, Ghost In The Shell, 
starring Scarlet Johansson. It is based off 
of a popular manga series in Japan, and 
is meant to have a Japenese protagonist. 
However, this role went to Scarlet instead. 
While she is a talented actress, the point 
still stands that taking a Japenese story 
but refusing to put any actual Japenese 
stars in it showcases how behind the game 
Hollywood is. Minority characters are of-
ten stuck into singular tropes, such as the 
Asian nerd, the “independent and sassy” 
black woman, and the poor Latino. Put-
ting people of color into the same stereo-
typical roles over and over only reinforces 
these negative stereotypes in real life. It is 
not just the ethnic and cultural minorities 
that are ignored, either.

 We are only about four months 
into 2017, but this newest year has already 
been hailed as a “year of movies”, with 
films becoming household names and 
box office success becoming the norm. 
Hidden Figures, which opened only six 
days after the year began, has crossed 
the $200 million dollar mark - a huge ac-
complishment. With so many movies ex-
pected, it can be hard for one film alone 
to stand out. Most rely on tried and true 
cliches and character archetypes to reso-
nate with audiences, but this often causes 
movies to blend together. What are some 
of the best (and worst) tropes in film?
 Hollywood has been all about the 
franchises lately, which makes sense. A 
movie adaptation of a popular book series 
will have many fans, and guareenteed 
ticket sales. Book trilogies such as Hunger 
Games and Divergent are evidence of this. 
What do they have in common?
 Both use the trope of an “unjust 
government”, in which a hero must de-
feat a cruel system by leading a rebellion. 
Both series also have a strong female pro-
tagonist, one who rejects typical symbols 
of femininity and uses her toughness to 
survive. At least, they do in the movies. 
Katniss Everdeen from the books actu-
ally uses things like dresses and makeup 

All pictures courtesy of Google Images
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Barker Bites: News Amber L. Dukes
Reporter

 The newest season of 
Dancing with the Stars kicked off 
last Monday, this season being the 
24th run for the show.
 The show has contestants 
of all sorts of celebrities from Fifth 
Harmony member Normani Kor-
dei and Glee’s Heather Morris, to 
the most recent Bachelor, Nick Vi-
all. This season has a new variety of 
12 celebrities who are ready to take 
the coveted Mirror Ball Trophy.
 Simone Biles, who is best 
known for winning Olympic Gold 
for the USA Gymnastics team in 
Rio 2016, was the obvious best 
dancer on the season opener. Her 
professional partner is Sasha Far-
ber. Her teammate Lauren Hernan-
dez won the Mirror Ball Trophy just 
last season, so it seems that Simone 
has a good chance of keeping the 
winning streak going. 

 Something that is new to 
the district is the Active Education 
Program.
 The local YMCA has 
paired with the Alternative School 
to help improve student’s academ-
ics with physical programs.
 The Alternative School 
has installed treadmills, hoping to 
see improvements in the students’ 
academic motivation.
 This program has great 
potential, as this is a way to help 
students engage in a class but also 
stay fit. The class keeps track of 
the students’ improvements and is 
valid until the end of each semes-
ter. PE classes are something that 
kids always enjoy and are most of 
the time their favorite class to take, 
so having something like this could 
have a great end result not only for 
the students but for the district too.

 Apple has recently 
released a new special edition red 
iPhone 7 and 7 plus for customers 
worldwide. There are no new tech-
nological features but only that it 
now comes in a new color. It is a 
matte red with the front being a 
white bright color. They made this 
edition as each purchase gives a 
contribution to the Global Fund to 
support HIV or AIDs. The iPhone 
7 costs around $749 with the 7 
plus coming at a cost of $869.
 They have also released 
a new iPad, with it coming at the 
cheapest cost yet. It costs around 
$329 for 32 GB of data, with the 
company hoping the new product 
will bring in a newer wide reach of 
customers for the company. These 
products are a nice addition and 
hold the wait for the new iPhone 8 
this fall.

 The Oakland Raiders 
are making a little change to their 
scenery and have made the an-
nouncement that they are moving 
to Las Vegas.
 They received approval 
from the NFL on Monday but plan 
to remain going as the Oakland 
Raiders until the Nevada stadium 
is built, which was stated could 
be anywhere in 2019 or as late as 
2020.
 Moving to such a monu-
mental city can potentially be good 
for the Raiders and their brand, 
but many fear that it could make 
the team a joke. This move will 
bring heavy revenue for the team 
as Las Vegas is a popular tourist 
city for our country. The Raiders 
will join The Golden Knights, a 
new NHL team being brought to 
this city as well.

Dancing with the Stars Las Vegas RaidersActive Education Program New Apple Products
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Grip it and Rip it

She shoots; She scores

Joshua B. Stinnett
Reporter

Riley G. Cantrell
Reporter

 As the 2017 Golf season begins our 
Sikeston squad sees new faces. Not only are 
some kids new on the team but coaches have 
new roles too. Coach Chris Cota received the 
head coach position this year and has big plans 
for the golf team. Second in command is Hannah 
Uthoff. The coaches on the team plan for a suc-
cessful season. 
 “We want to get better everyday. Golf 
is a tough sport to improve on over just a few 
weeks. We try to get the most out of everyday 
and hope the results take care of themselves. We 
want to carry ourselves with dignity and repre-
sent ourselves and our school with class at every 
golf course we go to,” Coach Cota said.

 The players on the golf team include: 
Varsity: Luke Blanton ‘17, Luke Selvig ‘18, Will 
Garner ‘18, Austin Crawford ‘20, Hayli Howard 
‘19.  JV: Mason Smith ‘19, Allison Miles ‘18, 
Brynna Wiese ‘20, and Rory Jaynes ‘20. 
	 The	 Bulldogs’	 first	 varsity	 match	 was	
March 22, in Kennett. Blanton shot a 46, Sel-
vig shot a 55, Crawford shot a 56, and Garner 
shot a 57. Overall the Bulldogs took second as a 
team shooting a 214 on the day. Blanton shot the 
fourth best score out of over 20 competitors.
 On March 30, the JV Bulldogs will 
compete at home at 4:00 PM. They will compete 
against the Jackson Indians, the Poplar Bluff 
Mules, and the Notre Dame Bulldogs. (Results 
were not released before press time).
 The next Varsity meet will be April 3, at 
the Notre Dame Invitational. The team hopes to 
play well as a team and achieve good scores.

Luke Selvig tees up and rips a ball down the fairway.

 The Sikeston Lady Dogs have started 
off their season hoping for another chance to 
grab that highly coveted District Title.
 Returning Seniors this year are: Kayla 
Graham, Madeline Witt, Larysa McClellon, and 
Kayla Curry. All these girls know what it is like 
to win a District Championship, and a Sectional 
Championship. They have all made history once, 
and would love to do it for a second time in their 
high school careers.
 Two years ago, the Lady Dogs took on 
the Farmington Knights and went into overtime, 
going	 into	 the	 first	 half	 of	 golden	 goal,	 Torrie	
Helms put one in the back of the net.
 Last season the Lady Dogs made it to 
the Championship game for another year and 
had to play the Poplar Bluff Mules, at the end of 

overtime the Lady Dogs ended up losing. 
 Head Coach Gabe Dement talked about 
competing in districts. “Wining districts is not 
easy, But I think we need to play well and carry 
some momentum going in. We’ll need to play 
two good games and have things go our way to 
win another district title.”
 The seniors this year will have to step 
up and be leaders. “I expect positive leadership 
both vocally, and by example,” Dement said. “I 
expect them to encourage everyone to play hard-
er to overcome the adversity, and when team-
mates make good plays, cheer them on so that 
way it will give us some energy.”
 The Lady Bulldogs are looking to better 
their season by playing at Massac County High 
School on Monday, April 3.
 The next home game is on April 12. The 
Lady Bulldogs face off against Farmington for a 
rematch of the District Championship game two 
years prior. Come out and support the team.

Picture courtesy of Standard Democrat
Sikeston players celebrate a win over St. Vincent 

after Kylie Noe ‘18 scores the winning shot.
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In it for the long run
 Weather caused the opening meet at the 
Festus Early Bird to be cancelled, but the Track 
and Field athletes are hopeful to compete and 
open their season at the Cape Open on March 
29, where they will compete against Cape only.
The following day, they will  travel to the East 
Prairie Invitational, where they will compete 
against teams such as Malden, East Prairie, Kel-
ly, Charleston, and New Madrid. 
 After sending 8 people to State last 
year, the athletes seem hopeful to return again. 
 Gloria Bennett, ‘18, who competes in 
Javelin, Shot Put and Discus, says her goal for 
the season is not only to return to state, where 
she placed fourth last year in Discus, but also to 
beat her personal best throw of 126 feet and .7 
inches.
 The team has heavy numbers this sea-

son compared to last year, which is expected to 
work in the teams advantage. The athletes are 
expected to enter every meet focused, and to 
have goals for themselves that they can achieve 
this year.
 Emily Limbaugh, ‘18, who competes in 
triple jump, long jump, 4x100, and 4x2, says her 
goal this year is to make it to State and place in 
triple and long jump. She said, “I’ve been work-
ing really hard all offseason and I’m ready to see 
how much it pays off. I just want to be able to 
compete at State.” 
 Tyzeek Hill, ‘18, says his goal is to go 
to state and win everything he competes in. He 
competes in the 100 and 200 meter dash. Hill 
wants to make the team better than it was last 
year, provide leadership, and for him and his 
teammates to achieve as many wins as possible.
 The track coaches are looking for lead-
ership from all the upperclassmen, and to show 
the younger athletes how to not give up. The 
track team is looking for a successful season.

Baby got Back hand 
	 The	tennis	team	had	there	first	match	on	
march 23rd against rivals Cape Central and lost 
2-7. The team played very well and there was 
some	positivity	 from	being	 the	first	match.	Head	
coach Russ Dial was proud of his team. 
 “We had a good match Thursday and we 
need to build on a positive and above all focus on 
processes. We have a young team and a lot of great 
guys that came out for the team. I am ready to see 
what the season has in store,” Dial said.
 The tennis team has a lot of new faces 
this year with there varsity line up being 1. Brett 
Johnson (JR.), 2. Jarred Sandlin (JR.) 3. Will 
Leonard (JR.) 4. Micheal Porter (SR.) 5. Jackson 
Clay (SR.) 
 Brett Johnson is the returning 1 spot and 
is ready to work hard to get on the road to state.
 “It was a hard season last year and there 
was a lot of competition but I have worked really 

hard in the off season and hope to grind this season 
and make it to state so I can have a good look at 
what its like to win state for my senor year.” said 
Johnson.
 Jarred Sandlin is new to the team this 
year and has worked his way up to the 2nd spot on 
the varsity line up. Sandlin is ready for the chal-
lenge of this season. 
 “I always played tennis on the weekends  
and realized it was a lot of fun and I was good at it. 
When I got to where I was  playing every weekend 
I realized that I should play because I was beating 
kids that were on the varsity team so I joined the 
team and I’m glad I did,” Sandlin said.
 The tennis team has a lot of upcoming 
matches starting with a match at Notre Dame on 
March	30.	The	team	has	their	first	big	tournament	
this Saturday April 1 in Farmington. Fans are ready 
to see what the tennis team can do this season and 
hope that the school comes out to their matches 
and supports the team.

Photo coutrtesy of Standard Democrat.

KylieD. Noe
Reporter

Will T. Garner
Reporter
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Antravia Green, ‘17, competes in the 200 meter 
dash.

Coach Dial is coaching his team up for success this 
season
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ball,” Sikeston coach Brett Kolons said. “They 
put good swings on pitches that may have missed 
spots. They hit the ball… They’re just good hitters. 
They recognized good pitches and put good swings 
on the ball.”
 Sikeston’s starting pitcher, Will Gilmer, 
left a couple fastballs up in the zone and Jackson 
capitalized on those mistakes. The final score to 
this conference rival was 13-4.
 Waukegan was the Bulldogs next oppo-
nent. Sikeston struggled to score runs in the three 
innings of play; the score only was 2-1 in the bot-
tom of the third. Left-hander Mckenzie Worth steps 
in the box with the bases loaded. Worth unloads on 
a pitch and lined it over the left-field fence for a 
grand slam.
 “It’s great to see him do that,” said Coach 
Kolons. “He has the chance to do that every single 
time he goes out. Every swing he takes has the po-
tential to hit the ball out of the ballpark.”
 Sikeston will face off against Cape Cen-
tral Tigers on Thursday, March 30th. The bulldogs 
will be starting Will Gilmer. The score was not 
known at current press time.

Wyatt Pratt blocks a throw as Jackson’s Cole Welker steals second base during a high school baseball game Friday at the VFW.

Maxwell C. Ault
Sports Co-Editor
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 Sikeston’s Baseball team has won two of 
their first three games. New Madrid was the Bull-
dog’s  season opener. New Madrid fell to the Bull-
dogs in just 5 innings due to run limit, the final score 
was 10-0. 
 Sikeston’s next opponent, East Prairie, went 
down the same path. The top of the first the Bulldogs 
put up a quick 6. Starting pitcher, Will Pratt, faced 
off with the War Eagles top of the lineup and gave 
up two unearned runs. The rest of the game followed 
the trend. Sikeston scored another 18 and holding EP 
to two. The final score of the game was 20-2.
 The following game the Bulldogs received 
their first loss of the season to a conference rival, 
Jackson Indians. The Indians came ready to play. 
They put up a quick seven runs in the first two in-
nings of the game. The Indians put up 18 hits, in-
cluding two home runs.
 “They were really aggressive with the fast-

Off to a great start

Colton’s
 ornerC  Every single year of 

March Madness is the same for me. 
I blindly fill out a bracket after not 
paying attention to a single college 
basketball game, and hope that 

by some stroke of luck I predict every single game 
correctly and win one billion dollars. The thing is 
that the way these games end up in very unpredict-
able fashions. If anyone ever was to fill out a perfect 
bracket it will probably be a very long time. This year 
my bracket was busted in record breaking time when 
Duke lost to South Carolina in the round of thirty 
two. 
 This year is another great example of how 
unpredictable the tournament is. Teams that people 
expected to do well like Villanova, Duke, and UCLA, 
all ended up being upsetted by lower seeded teams 
even though they were some of the favorites to make 
it to the championship. Meanwhile teams like South 
Carolina and Oregon played upset to higher seeded 
teams and now find themselves in the Final Four.
 Along with upsets there always seems to 
be a game where a winner decided at the very last 
second. With thirteen seconds left in the game and a 
three point lead it looks like North Carolina will head 
on to play in the final four after defeating Kentucky. 
That was until freshman phenom Malik Monk hit a 
three pointer to tie the game up. North Carolina had 
seven seconds to answer. Guard Theo Pinson drove 
in but defenders were all over him, so he kicked it out 
to a wide open Luke Maye. His mid-range jump shot 
was nothing but net and that was basically the game.
 This Saturday North Carolina will face Or-
egon, and the number seven seed South Carolina will 
play first seeded Gonzaga. Winners of both games 
will meet in the championship game on April 3rd in 
Phoenix,  Arizona.

Colton S. Gaddis
Sports Co-Editor
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Spring sports in action
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Sikeston’s Emma Jones ‘19 and Kayla Curry ‘17 fight for the soccer ball
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Will Pratt ‘18  runs the bases during a game
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Will Gilmer ‘18 delivers a pitch against NMCC
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Lyndsey Mclendon ‘18 defends a shot on the goal
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