
11/5/2020 
 
 
Good afternoon parents and guardians, 
 
We have seen a large increase in positive Covid cases within our district this past week. It has 
greatly affected our staff, which causes concern due to the necessity for more substitutes which 
are already scarce. This increase in staff positives has also caused more student contacts to a 
positive, thus student attendance is being affected.  
 
While our positive COVID cases were low, our school district maintained a plan to monitor staff 
and student attendance per building and as a district, the availability of substitutes, and multiple 
other variables in determining if we needed to close a school or the entire school district. One 
guideline is to see if a building’s staff is approaching a quarter of the certified staff being positive 
and if a building is approaching a quarter of its students being absent.  We are not focusing on 
just one of these variables, but all of these as a whole.  We realize the amount of stress of 
closing a building or district has on parents and guardians and are doing everything we can as a 
district to prevent this. That being said, we feel it is our duty to prepare parents and guardians 
for the possibility of a closure if our numbers do not decrease soon. 
 
We have been and will continue to be vigilant with our contact tracing, mask wearing, social 
distancing, sanitizing, and hand washing protocols. We ask that all parents and guardians 
please reiterate social distancing and proper handwashing with your child(ren). Most 
importantly, if your child exhibits any of the symptoms below, please consider keeping your child 
home until they are symptom free for 24-48 hours.  
 

- Cough 
- Difficulty breathing 
- Loss of taste/smell 
- Fever higher than 100.4F 
- Congestion/runny nose 
- Nausea/vomiting/diarrhea 
- Sore throat 
- Headache 
- Myalgia (body aches).  

 
Again, this information is not sent out to you lightly. It has always been our goal to not only open 
our school district, but to keep it open. I stated last month that we’ve been successful this far in 
making that happen due to an extremely committed school district and community.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Tony Robinson, Superintendent of Sikeston R-6 Schools 


