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 This past Saturday, October 8, 
nearly 200 people came together to put 
together the event Love Your Neighbor 
Day. From 8:00 in the morning to about 
noon, volunteers were spread out all 
across the town of Sikeston, MO, to do 
various activities to change the commu-
nity for the better. 
 Love Your Neighbor Day is only 
one event of many put on by the local or-
ganization Spread Hope Now. This partic-
ular large event only happens once a year, 
but many smaller lot clearings and picnics 
happen often. Spread Hope Now also puts 
on such events as Radical Christmas and 
Feed My Starving Children, which are 
other great ways that bring the commu-
nity together. 
 Regina Guthrie and Mary Ann 
Moyers are two of the man directors of 
Love Your Neighbor Day event.
 “One of the goals of Love Your 
Neighbor Day is to establish new rela-
tionships with our neighbors,” Guthrie 
said. 
 All kinds of people volunteered 
to help out for this event. There was par-
ticipation from many individuals, organi-
zations, and local neighbors. Along with 
about 20 different churches who were 
involved in many ways. People of all dif-
ferent sizes, shapes, and ages came out to 
help with the many activities taking place 

for this event.
 Love Your Neighbor Day was 
located at various locations all over 
Sikeston, Missouri. There were volun-
teers at few different nursing homes; 
painting nails, reading, or playing 
games with the elderly of their commu-
nity. Other volunteers did a little bit of 
landscape work, like planting flowers,  
at the Kenny Rodgers Children Center. 
Some volunteers cleared overgrown 
lots and yards of those who are physi-
cally unable to do the yard work them-
selves. Even more cleaned and washed 
supplies at the Humane Society. A few 
volunteers traveled to local laundro-
mats to provide detergent and pay for 
people’s laundry. A small team went 
door to door along quite a few streets 
to pass out and change light bulbs for 

those who are unable. Others went and 
painted the play ground at Lee Hunter El-
ementary. And still even more collected 
items for the Bulldog Pantry and The 
Storehouse. 
 So many were helped by the 
love and help of these many volunteers 
who went out and really did something 
for their fellow neighbors. 
 The next Love Your Neighbor 
Day will be held in October of 2017. 
Although many smaller lot clearings 
and neighborhood picnics are put on by 
Spread Hope Now throughout the year.   
To stay connected on what will be hap-
pening, keep up with the Spread Hope 
Now Facebook page, or go to spreadho-
penow.org. Volunteers are welcome, for 
events like these are only possible when 
willing people come out to help.

Annie M. Lancaster
Co-Editor

Photo courtesy of Regina Guthrie
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What’s Inside:

Love Your Neighbor Day volunteers working to clear away plants and weeds on a lot in Sikeston, MO.
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Just clowning around 
 No matter how old you get you’re al-
ways going to have something that scares you. 
Maybe it is spiders, falling from tall heights, 
or getting caught being on your phone by 
Mr. Bays. Recently, one particular fear has 
grabbed the attention of people nationwide. 
That’s right, I’m talking about clowns.
 They made their way onto the scene 
in early August when several tenants of an 
apartment complex in South Carolina re-
ported seeing clowns in the woods near their 
home. After seeing the panic that the clowns 
caused, people from across the country have 
taken it upon themselves to don the creepy 
clown masks and costumes to scare unsus-
pecting citizens. 
 So far, there have been hundreds of 
cases reporting the sighting of clowns. They 
sit in woods and back roads waiting for some 
poor soul to cross their path. Some videos of 
these sightings have become viral on Twitter.

photo courtesy of Google images

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

 I use the word sightings loosely be-
cause many of these videos seem to be staged.  
They all seem to resemble one another. A 
group of friends will be driving down the road 
and as they turn the corner a figure in a clown 
costume will step out. Sometimes they will be 
holding a knife and other times they will start 
chasing after the vehicle. I can tell most are 
staged because any sane person would run that 
clown flat over. I think there is no reason to 
fear the clowns, personally. They have never 
harmed anyone; it has actually been quite the 
opposite.
 People have taken it upon themselves 
to end this clowning around. Parties of people 
have formed to go clown hunting. One Penn-
sylvanian man took it a little too far by murder-
ing a teenager posing as a clown.
 I’m not taking side with the clowns, 
but I think both the people who wear the cos-
tume, and the people hunting them are to blame 
for the continuous popularity of the clowns. 
The easiest way to get rid of them is not to try 
and scare the scarer away, but to stop giving 
them attention.

The Bulldog 
Barker

October 14, 2016

Will T. Garner
Reporter

Colton S. Gaddis
Sports Co-Editor

Amber L. Dukes
Reporter
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If a clown attacks you, what are you doing?
“ I would probably fall on 
the ground screaming and 
crying out for my mommy.”

“My first reaction would be 
self defense, so I’m prob-
ably going for a throat 
punch.”

“Well I’m scared of clowns, 
so I’m running.”

“If that dude got a knife then 
I’m dippin out.”

“ I’m running, clowns are 
nothing to joke about.”

“ I’m just going to fight him; 
I’m not scared of clowns.”

-Kylie Hutcheson ‘18

- Coach Hopkins

- Jalunda Biddle ‘17

-Koby Blissett ‘18

- Jacob Best ‘19

Aarron Pennington ‘20
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Faith in the Field House
 Fields of Faith has impacted the lives of 
many students since the year 2002. It gathered 
more than 6,000 students throughout the states 
of Oklahoma, Texas, and Kansas in 2004 alone. 
In the year 2015, the numbers jumped dramati-
cally when Fields of Faith was held in 41 states 
and 2 countries, on 526 fields, influencing the 
lives of over 189,000 people. 
 Sixteen of those fields are located in 
Missouri. On Wednesday, October 12, the SHS 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes hosted Fields 
of Faith at the Sikeston Public School Field 
House for the first time ever. Students invited, 
prayed for, shared with, and challenged their 
fellow peers to read the Bible and follow Jesus 
Christ.    
 The FCA sponsor, Jennifer Hodgkiss, 
was excited for Sikeston’s first Fields of Faith 

event. 
 “The student leadership committee 
worked very hard planning Fields of Faith. I was 
honored to work along side each of them in host-
ing this community outreach event. I look for-
ward to seeing how Fields of Faith will change 
our school and community,” Hodgkiss said. 
 The event for the night consisted of 
prayer led by Cooper Grant, followed by wor-
ship, led by Doug Johnson. Also, the reading of 
scripture by Darby Self (Romans 8:38-39), No-
lan Self (Philippians 4:13), Jeffery Thornbrough 
(Philippians 1:21), Shelby Hodgkiss (Isaiah 
41:10), and Drew Rodgers (Romans 1:16). There 
were also speeches given from the local college 
athletes Ashton Luttrull and Kweku Arkorful. 
Sikeston’s very own Coach Hopkins also shared 
his story in front the many people who came out 
to Fields of Faith.
 Sikeston’s FCA hopes to continue to 
host Fields of Faith for as long as possible.

“It ain’t over ‘til the fat lady sings” 

Abby E. Vaught
Reporter

Alison S. Enax
Student Life Editor

The All District choir students pose for a picture.

Photo courtesy of Google Images
Fields of Faith was held on October 12, 2016 inside the SHS 

Field  House.

 Students from towns all over our district 
spent months thoroughly preparing to compete in  
All District Choir. All-Districts is a competition 
involving students from all over Southeast Missouri. 
Students have to sing a prepared solo and two sight 
reading pieces in order to audition for the choir.
 They prepare by practicing their solos with 
the SHS choir teacher, Mr. Leach, before hand and 
they practice sight reading examples. The judges 
tally scores after all the students sing, and the top 
twenty-five of each section makes All-District choir. 
A section is the range of voice each student sings. 
Soprano is a higher female voice, alto is a lower 
female voice, tenor is higher male, and bass is the 
lowest of all voices. 
 Overall, one hundred singers make All 
District. Twelve out of these 100 were from right 

here in Sikeston. Ella Crader , Trinity Hill, Lilly 
Powell,  Taylor Graham, Alex Watson, Dalton 
Duncan, Abby Arndt, Desiree Hicks, Timothy 
McHaffie Malik Barnett, Nicholas Pratt, and 
Zach Watkins are all the students in All District. 
 “I think the reason there were a lot 
more successful students was because we spent a 
lot more time going over sight reading examples 
to make sure students were prepared for that, 
because that’s typically the hardest part of the 
audition and what people usually do weakest 
on,” Malik Barnett ‘17 said. 
 This year, especially, there were a lot of 
students from SHS who made All District. 
 “This was my fourth year in a row 
making it. It’s still a pretty exciting thing and 
tends to be a really fun event. And you get to 
sing with some of the best singers in the district, 
so that’s cool,” Barnett said
 Making All District Choir is definitely 
something that everyone should be proud of.

Photo Courtesy of  Abe Leach
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Business is Booming
 As marketing students begin to prepare 
for the upcoming DECA competitions in Febru-
ary, Mr. Ryan Lindsey, the marketing teacher, 
prepares his students for the Virtual Business 
Academy, which is a computer program that 
simulates the operation of a football team, and 
all of the complications that come with it. Mr. 
Lindsey is hoping that this program not only 
helps students with DECA this year, but in their 
future as well.
 “I wanted to supplement our market-
ing material with something more relevant to 
students’ lives outside of the classroom. Most 
students have attended a sports game or concert, 
and the Virtual Business is an accurate example 
of how that business works”, Mr. Ryan Lindsey 
said.
 The Virtual Business program is set up 
as a competition, and the winner will get to go to 

DECA Internationals, which is held in Anaheim, 
California this year. You can work alone, or you 
can assemble a team of three to take on the chal-
lenge. The program is set to start next week, and 
the students will work as a team in order to be 
successful. To win, you have to gain a profit of 
$4.5 million within the program for your team.
 “While the quizzes and reading can be 
tedious, the simulations are a real challenge for 
most students and require them to think critically 
in order to complete them”, Lindsey said.
 The simulation will over 20 class peri-
ods, and students in Marketing 1 and Manage-
ment will have to bring their all to grab a change 
at going to DECA Internationals.
 “It takes 20 class periods to go through 
all of the material, quizzes, and simulations. It 
gives students a good overview of what we will 
cover in-depth of what we will go over in 1-3 
years of the marketing program”, Lindsey said.
 The challenge will start next week, and 
teams will clash for a chance at Internationals.

3 strikes, you’re helping out 
 The Bleacher Bums 4th Annual Wiffle 
Ball Classic for The Kenny Rodgers’ Center is 
Saturday October 15, from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.. The 
tournament will be held on the little league base-
ball fields at the Sikeston Complex. 
 The tournament consists of 3 play-
ers; players do not have to be a member of the 
Bleacher Bums. The entry fee is $60.00 per 
team. The Bums will be suppling wiffle balls and 
bats; no one will be allowed to bring their own. 
The games are 6 innings, or 1 hour, in a double 
elimination tournament and will have the same 
rules of normal baseball. 
 “I am going to win the tournament this 
year with my teammates, Will and Wyatt Pratt. 
We all play baseball for the Sikeston team and  
have an upper hand on the other competitors,”  

Bryce Bays ‘18 said.
 Other teams think they are going to win 
the friendly event, as well.
 “I didn’t place last year, but I have a 
new team this year and a secret weapon play-
ing with us.  I won’t release his name, but other 
teams should fear us. I will walk out this year 
with a first place trophy,” Coach Kolons said. 
 There’s nothing like a fun, friendly 
game to give back to the community.
 “What The Bleacher Bums do is great. 
Everyone loves to play backyard games, espe-
cially wiffle ball. Even if you are not good at 
wiffle ball, you can still come out and play,” 
Mckenzie Worth ‘17 said.
 The wiffle ball tournament is a great 
way to compete with others in your school or 
community, all while giving donations to a great 
organization. The Kenny Rodgers Center does a 
lot for the children of our community and those 
surrounding us.  It is an honor to give back.  

Jackson R. Clay
Distribution Manager

Will T. Garner
Reporter

The top 3 teams will get a trophy, similar to this 2nd place trophy 
from the 2013 wiffle ball tournament.

Photo courstey of Knowledge Matters
A student is trying to collect revenue for his team by set-

ting prices in concessions.

Photo courtesy of Will Garner 
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Brylie R. Noe
Feature Editor

Preparing for the ACT
 If you’re a high school stu-
dent, chances are you’ve laid awake 
at night, thinking about the future. 
And who can blame you, when every 
teacher, advisor, and parent stresses 
the importance of your high school 
years? After all, students are ex-
pected to complete one of the most 
stressful processes known to man: 
college applications.
 Suddenly you feel like you need 
to join every club, volunteer every 
day, and learn a new language or two 
in order to make that college admis-
sion. But there is a huge factor of 
the college process that nobody can 
ignore, and that is the ACT.
 The ACT and its parallel test, 
the SAT, are standardized tests that 
need to be done in order to apply 
to most colleges. Our region of the 
country typically only uses the ACT, 
while schools on the coast are more 
prone to the SAT. No matter which 
test you’re taking, though, they are 
still extremely scary to the average 
student, and for good reason.
 The ACT is composed of four 
timed sections over four different 
subjects: English, Math, Reading, and 
Science. Once it has been graded, you 
find out your individual score (out 
of 36) in each section, and then see 
your overall score, which is an aver-
age of each subject test. Before we 
can go about teaching you how to tame 
the ACT, we need to understand what 

it is really about. 
 The average ACT score in Ameri-
ca is a 21; the average score in Mis-
souri is somewhere around a 22, al-
though it is slightly less depending 
on the reason. It must be said that 
these scores are the average among a 
compilation of hundreds of thousands 
of students; if you have already tak-
en it and find that your score differs, 
this isn’t a huge deal, or something 
that can’t be fixed.
 But no matter what your score, 
everybody wants to raise their com-
posite up just a few points. And for 
good reason, since the difference be-
tween a 22 and a 25 could make a col-
lege acceptance. 
 Luckily for us, nobody has to 
study for this test alone. There are 
several programs in our community de-
signed to help students raise their 
score, and they are all free and ac-
cessible to everyone.
 A good example is the ACT Blitz, 
which is offered to upperclassmen in 
the weeks leading up to a test. The 
Blitz is an all-day program where 
students go from one class to an-
other, which each class tailored to 
a specific subject. This is very im-
portant because many students have a 
certain “problem subject” that keeps 
them from raising their score. By 
having a class for each subject, you 
get much needed individual attention. 
If you’re an upperclassman hoping to 

boost your score, the ACT Blitz is 
the program for you!
 For students who especially 
struggle with math, Mrs. Hunter is of-
fering a math intensive review for the 
upcoming October ACT. These classes 
will take place Oct. 18 and 19 in room 
107 of the Math and Science building 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 However, some students don’t 
want to miss a day of school to prep. 
If this is an issue, subject class-
es are offered every Thursday at 6:00 
p.m. at the local YMCA the month be-
fore an ACT test date. And it is not 
just Sikeston that offers such pro-
grams. SEMO offers prep classes, and 
so do other cities, like Poplar Bluff 
and Jackson. But I think we can all 
agree that staying local seems like a 
better choice. 
 The ACT may seem like an impos-
sible task; it has been the cause of 
more stress than anyone can count. 
But by taking advantage of the pro-
grams and opportunities in your area, 
this impossible task becomes much 
easier. Studies show that those who 
take prep classes tend to score high-
er than those who don’t. Even if you 
don’t suddenly master math after one 
lesson, each class makes the ACT that 
much less stressful. And once you’ve 
shown your ID at the door and are 
seated in your testing room, the im-
portant things you learned by prepar-
ing are sure to stick with you.

 All photos courtesy of Google Images
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Barker Bites: News Kylie D. Noe
Reporter

 For the first time since 
2007, the Cleveland Indians will 
advance to the American League 
Championship Series against the 
Toronto Blue Jays after winning 
their series against the Boston Red 
Sox 3-0. Game 1 of the best of 7 
ALCS will take place in Cleveland, 
Ohio on October 14. 
 The Chicago Cubs ad-
vance to the National League 
Championship Series after defeat-
ing the San Francisco Giants in a 
thriller, and winning the series 3-1. 
Game 1 of the NLCS will take place 
at Wrigley Field in Chicago with 
the Cubs taking on the winner of 
the Washington Nationals and Los 
Angeles Dodgers. With the series 
tied at 2-2, the deciding Game 5 
will be played on October 13, in 
Washington. Will this really be the 
lucky year for Cubs fans?

 The fiercest Caribbean 
storm in nearly a decade, Hurri-
cane Matthew slammed into Haiti 
with 145 mph winds that left over 
1,000 people dead and over 1.4 
million people without basic ne-
cessities. Although it weakened as 
it reached the coast of the United 
States, the hurricane still caused 
major flooding damage as it hit the 
coasts of Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina and South Carolina. The 
US death toll rose to 21, with many 
people still stranded or unaccount-
ed for. Along with the flooding is 
massive power outages. Hundreds 
of thousands of residents across 
Florida, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia are without 
power. As storm victims return 
home, they have been told to watch 
out for roads that may collapse, 
downed power lines, and gas leaks.

 On October 11, 2016, 
Samsung confirmed that the pro-
duction of the Galaxy Note 7 has 
been permanently shut down after 
hundreds of these phones caught 
fire since their release on August 
19th. Monday night, Samsung is-
sued a warning to all of the users 
to power down and bring their 
phones in to refund or replace 
them. This has affected nearly 1 
million customers, and is pos-
sible it will be the cause of losing 
up to $2.75 billion. This recall of 
the phones raises questions about 
the ability of Samsung to release a 
safe product, with many of its us-
ers questioning their trust with the 
company. This malfunction was the 
cause of house fires, plane delays, 
and school evacuations. As of now, 
the company still does not know 
the cause of the flames.

 Creepy clowns sightings 
have been reported in at least 39 
states over the last 2 months, ter-
rifying parents and children across 
the country. While some sightings 
have been proven to be “jokes”, 
some appeared to have been real 
threats, forcing multiple schools in 
different districts to close down. 
The first reports took place in 
late August in Greenville County, 
South Carolina. Children reported 
seeing a person dressed as a clown 
trying to lure them into the woods 
with money. In Georgia and 
Pennsylvania, young children have 
been chased by clowns while wait-
ing at their bus stops. While no 
other injuries have been reported 
by these clown sightings, multiple 
people have still been arrested for 
wandering, chasing, and scaring 
children and their parents.        

Playoffs Clowning AroundHurricane Matthew Galaxy Note 7
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Sliding into home plate

Spiking into Districts

Riley G. Cantrell
Reporter

Amber L. Dukes
Reporter

 The season kicked off to a roaring start 
with the first 6 games winning 5 and losing 1, 
making it a record of 5-1. 
 The SHS girls’ softball team only had 
two seniors this year; they were Camie Bard and 
Tyeshia Mitchell.
  This season was one to remember. Ju-
nior, Kylie Noe, had many things to say about 
this year of softball. 
 “One of my favorite memories from 
this year would have to be losing to Cape dur-
ing the regular season and beating them in the 
district semi-final.” said Noe ‘18. 
 The lady dogs lost to Cape in a grue-
some game ending in a 3-11 loss. The next time 
the Dogs played the Cape team was in the district 

semi-final. 
 “Our mindest had to be right coming 
into the semi-final game knowing we lost to them 
last time. We had to have it in our mind that we 
need to get revenge and that we have to make it 
to the championship. We had to play our best,” 
said Noe ‘18. 
 During the Cape game, the girls left ev-
erything on the field and it paid off. The Lady 
Dogs won the game 10-7 and advanced to the 
championship game against the Notre Dame 
Bulldogs. Losing to Notre Dame in the regular 
season 3-16, they knew they had to get revenge 
for the second time in districts. Although the lady 
dogs had a better mindset, it was not enough, 
losing 1-13 to Notre Dame. Sikeston has played 
Notre Dame for the past 3 years in the district fi-
nal, losing all 3. The game was a very tough loss, 
but they are going to use that determination  to 
beat Notre Dame to work hard in the off season. 

Ashton Drake attempts to tag out a Notre Dame player in the 
District Championship game.

 The Sikeston Volleyball team’s season 
is well under way and coming to a fast end with 
the competition of SEMO Conference this week 
and Districts to follow the week coming up.
 Tuesday began the start of the confer-
ence tournament with a pool play to determine 
the brackets set up for actual placing. Sikeston 
faced 4 different teams in the Conference opener, 
which included the Cape Central Tigers, Poplar 
Bluff Mules, Norte Dame Bulldogs, and ended 
the night against the host of the tournament, the-
Jackson Indians.
 The Lady Bulldogs saw this week as an 
advantage to see their competition for districts 
firsthand.
 “I think facing these teams was a good 
opportunity to get experience for Districts next 

week,” Annie Ensor ‘18 said. 
 Using this experience, the team seems 
to be in full competition mode leading up to its 
last week of the season.
 “It’s crazy to think that my years of vol-
leyball are coming to an end, but I’m so satis-
fied to be playing with the girls that I am. I know 
that if we play at our best and go focused on the 
game, we’ll do great and be competition to any 
team that we face,” Morgan Poindexter ‘17 said. 
 The 2016 Girls’ Class 4 District Volley-
ball Tournament begins next week with the first 
game taking place on Monday, October 17 with 
the Lady Bulldogs hosting and taking on Desoto 
at 4:30 p.m. Other teams in this Class involve: 
Poplar Bluff, Cape Central, Farmington, and 
Jackson. If they beat Desoto, they will then face 
Farmington at 7 p.m. on Monday as well. The of-
ficial Class 4 District Championship will be held 
at the field house on Wednesday, October 19, at 
6p.m. 

Photo courtesy of Semo Ball 
Sikeston Ladybulldogs huddle during the pool play of the  
SEMO Conference Tournament. 
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Soccer Hopes to Advance in Districts

 The Sikeston Bulldogs Boys’ Soccer 
team has been tearing it up lately, which is perfect 
timing because Districts is quickly approaching. 
The goal on every team members mind is to take 
that district championship home.   
 The Dogs are 12-12 on the year, but 
they have played extremely well lately. In the 
last seven games the Dogs have played, they 
have won five of them. They won the last game 
they played against the Carbondale Huskies. 
This was the Senior Night for they boys. The 
score for the match was 5-1 with two goals by 
Matthew Menz ‘17, one goal by Trey Smith ‘17, 
and one assist by Sam Cox ‘17, Peyton Kennard 
‘17, and Cam King ‘18. 
 The Boys’ Soccer team has seven se-
niors this year including: Max Ault, Sam Cox, 
Trey Smith, Peyton Kennard, Matthew Menz, 

Jacob Hyde, and Lee Stout.
 “It is pretty crazy to think that our se-
nior night has already come and gone. It seems 
like just yesterday I was watching last year’s se-
niors walk out of the Bulldog; telling myself it 
would be an eternity before that was me,” Max 
Ault said.
 Sikeston JV boys soccer team will have 
a tournament in Cape on October 11-13. After 
that, Varsity’s next game will be on October 17, 
against Saxony Lutheran. After that game, it will 
be post season time.
 “It is time to start getting tough and 
play the best ball we have all year. No mistakes 
from here on out. We have to be sharp in practice 
and on the field from now on. If we do that we 
will have a great chance for a District Champi-
onship and to make it deep into the  playoffs,” 
Trey Smith said.
 Districts will be held at North County, 
but the team they were playing against was not 
released before press time.

Game. Set. Match.
 The Sikeston girls tennis team recently 
concluded their season. The team was comprised 
of mainly younger players, so this season was 
more about learning the game. 
 “The season went great as a whole. With 
9 of 12 new players to the game, wins and loses 
weren’t important at this point in time. It was the 
process involved in learning to play the game cor-
rectly not being concerned about the outcomes 
early on in the process. The players developed an 
understanding of the importance of thinking of 
the learning as a marathon not a race. Therefore, 
I think they did great this season.” Head Tennis 
Coach Russell Dial said when asked about the sea-
son as a whole. 
 His favorite part of the season was watch-
ing as the girls developed their skills throughout 
the season. He loved seeing the light bulb mo-

ments when the girls finally figured out the move 
they have been working hard to master. The other 
parts of the season that were great were the team 
meals. The girls developed chemistry with each 
other and the game of tennis. 
 “We improved greatly from the first prac-
tice of the year. They went from knowing just the 
basics of the game, to being able to play the game 
from the ground up. They improved in every area 
and the only way they will continue to improve is 
to play more tennis. Hopefully, they will all take 
advantage of any off-season opportunities they 
have.” Coach Dial said.
 Coach Dial loved coming to practice ev-
eryday because of the attitudes of the girls and their 
coachability. He is eager to help the girls improve 
their skills over the off season through open courts 
and other things like it. Since they are primarily a 
young group, their ability ceilings are high. They 
have laid a good foundation to begin building their 
skills for years to come. 

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Joshua B. Stinnett
Reporter

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Sam Cox celebrates as his team scores a goal during a 
game.

Clair Hamlin ‘18 tries to return the volley of an opposing 
tennis player.
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ball. They rushed for 475 yards on 53 carries. Jus-
tus Faulker was the game’s leading rusher with 225 
yards on 22 carries. 
 Sikeston will travel to the Mineral Area to 
play Park Hills Central today. Park Hills Central is 
state ranked and has not a regular season game in 
three years. 
 “I think the most physical team that night 
will most definitely win the ball game. I’m very 
excited about this game, mainly because I know if 
our team plays how we are capable of playing, we 
have a great opportunity to end the Rebels winning 
streak.” Phayzun Fobbs ‘17 said.
 Like always the game starts at 7 o’clock.  
Sikeston looks to head into districts on the win-
ning path. If they win this game, the bulldogs will 
host their first round district game and maybe the 
second. However, there is a tight race for top of 
the district and anything is possible in regards to 
the standings. Currently Hillsboro is first, Farm-
ington 2nd, North County 3rd and Sikeston is 4th. 
The bulldogs hope they see many fans at tonight’s 
game.

Dre Johnson ‘17 attempts to throw a touchdown pass in last Friday’s game vs. New Madrid County Central

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor
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  The Sikeston Bulldog football team has 
continued to battle throughout the regular season. 
They boast a 5-3 record heading into their last game 
of the regular season. After two tough losses at the 
hands of Farmington and Poplar Bluff, the Bulldogs 
bounced back with an impressive 54-6 win over 
the New Madrid County Central Eagles last Friday. 
There was little offense in the first half. Sikeston was 
leading 14-6 until there was only two minutes left. 
At this point Justus Faulkner ‘17 ran the ball in for 
a touchdown to notch the lead to 16 right before the 
half. 
 The Bulldogs kept the momentum going 
in the second half. They put up 28 points in the 3rd 
quarter alone. Mathew Perry ‘18 put in the final score 
of the game to increase the lead to 48. The Bulldogs 
held the Eagles to 53 yards of total offense in the sec-
ond half. In total, the Eagles had -17 rushing yards 
and 199 yards of total offense. 
 The Bulldog offense primarily ran the foot-

Developing Greatness

Max  repsP
 Major League Baseball drawing closer and 
closer to the 2016 World Series. One team that did 
not make the run to the World Series are our own, 
Cardinals. The last time the St. Louis Cardinals did 
not make the playoffs was in 2010. This year they 
fell one game short behind the San Francisco Giants 
for the Wild Card game. The American League series 
has already been established with the Cleveland In-
dians playing against the Toronto Blue Jays. Both the 
Indians and Blue Jays swept their opponents in the 
round before, 3-0. The National League Washington 
Nationals lead their series 2-1 against the Los Ange-
les Dodgers. Chicago Cubs also lead their series 2-1 
against San Francisco Giants.
 College football, which is my favorite 
sport to watch, is in full stride. A curious thing has 
happened after six weeks of play. Four teams from 
the Big 10 are in the College AP Polls: Ohio State, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Nebraska. As of right now 
the Big 10 has more teams in the top 10 then the 
powerhouse, SEC. The last time this had happened 
was in 1960. Also, Western Michigan Broncos are 
ranked 24th. This is the first time in their school his-
tory they have been ranked. 
 The main talk in the NFL is the return of 
Tom Brady. Four week suspension for a total of 30 
days away from his team. The New England Patriots 
did not totally miss their star quarterback. Winning 
three games and only losing to the Buffalo Bills, 
3-1. Another hot top is the undefeated Minnesota 
Vikings. The last undefeated team remaining in the 
NFL. Main reason for this is their stunning defense.

Max C. Ault
Co-Sports editor



Tail End

Pageants & Parade

Photo by Daniel Byrd
Reaction of the final 12 after Emily Braden’s name had 
just been announced that she had won.

Photo courtesy of Google Images
Presenting the flag with arms going down Malone in 
the parade.

Photo by Daniel Byrd
All of the Miss Sikeston contestants stand back stage after getting ready and 

waiting for the event to commence.

Photo courtesy of Google Images
Sikeston’s Department of Public safety driving/walking 

in the parade on Saturday.Photo courtesy of Google Images
Families enjoying the Cotton Carnival Thursday 
night of the week’s festivities.
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