
Homecoming 
King?

Pep Clubs
& FCA

Cotton Carnival 
& Home Coming 

Queen

What’s New 
In SHS?

Barker
Bites

Volleyball
& Tennis

Football, Soccer, 
& Softball

Pgs. 2-3

Pg. 4

Pg. 5

Pgs. 6-7

Pg. 8

Pg. 9

Pgs. 10-11

  Vol 80 Issue 1

 This week has been an excit-
ing one at SHS; it’s Homecoming Week. 
Throughout the week students have 
shown Bulldog pride by dressing up and 
voting for Homecoming queen. To top it 
all off, homecoming week will end to-
night with a tailgate, football game, and 
dance.
 Tonight, the SPS Foundation is 
sponsoring the 10th annual homecom-
ing tailgate  starting at 4 p.m. at the SHS 
Tennis Courts. Tickets are $5 a person 
and offer pre-game entertainment lead-
ing up until game time. Lauren Dewitt, 
SPS Foundation Director, is anticipating 
a large crowd for tonight’s event. “I’m 
looking forward to a huge crowd and 
bringing the Sikeston Community togeth-
er to support the district and the football 
team for Homecoming. I love seeing all of 
the tents together and people everywhere. 
It makes my job worthwhile,” Dewitt 
said. Fans in attendance can participate in 
a live broadcast from B97.9 radio, a give-
away of an Ipad, and view performances 
from the Cheerleaders and Band.  Over 
35 sponsors from the community will 
have tents set up to advertise their busi-
nesses and show their team spirit. First 
State Community Bank, Focus Bank, and 
Montgomery Bank are some to just name 
a few. All proceeds  will back to the stu-
dents and teachers, for things like teach-

ing grants.  Last year, the tailgate raised 
just over $11,000. Those funds helped 
pay for iPads, smart boards, learning 
libraries, and IXL programs here at the 
high school, along with purchases for 
the entire district. Ticket purchases in-
cludes dinner from the Aramark food 
service tent, as well as food and give-
aways from other sponsors. Leading up 
to tonight were Disney themed dress 
up days sponsored by Student Coun-
cil.  Monday was  Monster University 
or “College Day,” where students rep-
resented their favorite universities such 
as SEMO, Ole Miss, and Mississippi 
State. Toy Story Tuesday or “Charac-
ter Day,” allowed students to dress up 
as their favorite character from movie.  
Inside Out day was centered around 
each grade wearing a different color 

to represent their feelings. Thursday was 
Ohana Day, where students dressed in a 
Hawaiian theme.  Today concludes the 
dress up days with the traditional “Red 
and Black” day. Tammy Eifert, a sponsor 
for STUCO,  is eager about the theme for 
Spirit Week.
 “I really want the student body 
to get excited about homecoming and 
by giving the event a theme, these days 
are a fun way to express our school 
pride and celebrate the uniqueness that 
Sikeston is,” Eifert said. The Sikeston 
Bulldogs will take on the Dexter Bearcats 
tonight at Sikeston Public Schools Sta-
dium at 7:00pm.   The Homecoming 
Queen will be announced at half time and 
crowned at the dance. The Homecoming 
dance is scheduled to start at 9 p.m. and  
will end promptly at 11:30 p.m

Amber L. Dukes
Reporter

photo courtesy of SPS Foundation
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The policy of the Sikeston Senior High Bulldog 
Barker, a school-sponsored publication, is to cover 
issues that concern its students and the world 
around them and to promote a learning environ-
ment that encourages an exchange of ideas. In this 
way the Bulldog Barker strives to involve Sikeston 
High School’s rich resources of students, faculty, 
and administrators.

2 Editorial

Sikeston to develop the royal court?
 Lately in society there has been a 
great push for gender equality. Many people 
have pointed out problems such as the wage 
gap. Many social activist groups, such as 
feminists, have sprung up to try and fix these 
supposed issues. Other joke groups like the 
meninists have also sprung up to bring light 
to smaller gender issues in the American So-
ciety. Many people around our community 
have not noticed the “gender inequality” in 
our very own high school. 
 The idea of Homecoming origi-
nated around 1890 to welcome students back 
“home”, or back to school. Sometime around 
1921 in East Texas the predecessor to the now 
homecoming queen originated. The Queen 
of May as it was called is a slight deviation 
from today’s homecoming queen. This idea 
of electing a queen quickly spread over the 
United States. Over time the name changed to 
Homecoming Queen and it’s stuck ever since, 

photo courtesy of Google images

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

 Sikeston High School has adopted 
this tradition as well. For as long as anyone can 
remember, fall athletes have nominated four fe-
male candidates. The student body then selects 
from the four female candidates and elects a 
queen. What about the males at Sikeston high 
school? We need gender equality correct? After 
95 years of only electing women to the home-
coming court it id time to start electing men. 
The process should be the same as well. All 
of the fall athletes would select a total of eight  
students from Sikeston High School. From the 
eight students, one male and one female would 
then be select to make your fall Homecoming 
Court. 
 But why stop there? Should there 
be male renditions of other female dominate 
areas? There could be a Mr. Sikeston. There 
could be a Mr. America or even a Mr. Universe. 
Hopefully one day there will be a Homecom-
ing King at Sikeston High School. I think it 
is well deserved and has been held off for too 
long. Other schools in our near vicinity have 
homecoming kings and queens. We took to 
students to see what they thought on the issue.

The Bulldog 
Barker

September 16, 2016

Will T. Garner
Reporter

Luke N. Blanton
Co-Editor

Amber L. Dukes
Reporter
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Need for a Homecoming King?
“Back where I was from, 
there was a Homecoming 
king. I think it would help 
unify the student body.”

“Yes. Why should the girls 
have one, and not the 
boys?”

“Yes. It would be cool, but 
I don’t have any complaints 
about the current one.” 

“Yes, because the girls have 
one so we should too.”

“Yes, But no if it’s not me.”

“No. Tradition doesn’t grad-
uate.”

Mr. Cox

Gabe Eckert

Aaron Mayes

Michael Porter

Will Gilmer

Lane Curtis
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Whose side are “U” on 

 With the new school year ahead of us 
there are a lot of new faces and new members in 
both the Bleacher Bums and Red Peppers.  One 
new face in particular is that of the new Bums 
sponsor, Mr. Ryan Lindsey.
 “I am  excited about being the Bums 
sponsor and I think that the Bums and Peppers 
are hands down the best cheering section in Mis-
souri high school sports,” Lindsey said.
 Lindsey is ready to help make the orga-
nization one of the best in the community. 
  There where 110 new members that 
joined  the Bums this year. There are also new 
leaders at the helm:   President  Max Ault ‘17, 
VP  Will Garner ‘18, and Officers, Matthew 
Menz ‘17, Michael Porter ‘17, Mckenzie Worth 
‘17, and Trey Smith ‘17.
 “I am very ecstatic for the year. We 

have the biggest freshman class in over thirty 
years and our numbers reflect it,” Ault said.
 This year also marks the 88th year of 
Red Peppers, and  Mrs. Sarah McGill, sponsor, 
is ready to start another new chapter. This year 
91 freshmen joined making it the largest incom-
ing group in quite some time. 
 “We have a strong group of seniors who 
are excited about working with the organization.  
They are bringing lots of energy and ideas to the 
club this year!” McGill said. 
 This years’ Red Pepper Officers are:  
Cayenne Annie Lancaster, Vice Cayenne Emily 
Braden, Secretary Ali Enax, Treasurer Danielle 
Newman, Demerit Chairman Darby Self, and 
Head Cheerleader Betsy McConnell.
 “I am so excited for this year! We have 
the biggest group of Greenies in a long time, and 
it has been awesome teaching them the traditions 
of Red Peppers. I look forward to cheering our 
teams to victory with the Bums,” Lancaster said. 

FCA:  more than just a club

 Fellowship of Christian Athletes is a 
non-profit, international, Christian sports min-
istry that is based in Kansas City, Missouri. It 
also challenges athletes, coaches, and students to 
use the powerful medium of athletics to impact 
the world and our schools for Jesus Christ. For 
almost 20 years Sikeston High School has held 
student-lead FCA huddle meetings each week, 
and for the past 16 years, Mrs. Jennifer Hodg-
kiss has been the sponsor. She expressed her 
hopes for FCA this year.
  “I not only want a lot of kids to come 
and learn about Christ, but I also want them to 
grow closer to Christ and deepen their faith. 
Ultimately, I want them to develop a personal 
relationship with Him and hopefully tell other 

students about Him,” Hodgkiss said. 
 FCA has many activities planned for 
the year.  On September 28, students and com-
munity members are invited to gather at the 
flagpoles in front of the Field House for See You 
At The Pole.  SYATP is a national prayer event 
where students and community members gather 
to pray for their school, community, and nation.  
SYATP will begin at 7:00am.
 On October 12, the first annual Fields 
of Faith will be held at Sikeston Public Schools 
Stadium. FOF is a student-lead Christian event, 
that will be taking place on athletic fields all 
over the country.  At this year’s FOF there will 
be three guest speakers from Southeast Missouri 
State University. Those guests are: Kweku Ar-
korful, Ashton Luttrull, and Dante Vandeven. 10 
years ago, in 2006 FOF was in 35 states, on 337 
fields, and reached over 50,000 people. Last year 
it was in 41states/2countries, on 526 fields, and 
reached over 189,000 people. 

Will T. Garner
Reporter

Riley G. Cantrell
Reporter

Photo courtesy of Google Images

Photo  designed by luke Blanton
Whose side arer you on for the battle of best student section on  

campus .
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Pageants and parades
 For many years, families  have gone out 
to the Sikeston Jaycee Bootheel Rodeo grounds 
in the hopes of finding thrills and chills at the 
Cotton Carnival. People also come out to watch 
the many pageants that are put on thanks to the 
American Legion.
  The pageants are Little Mr. and Miss 
Cotton Carnival, Miss Cotton Carnival, Jr. Miss 
Sikeston, and Miss Sikeston. The pageants start-
ed in 1945 to welcome home the veterans from 
war. Now, they still represent the veterans. The 
Miss Sikeston pageant used to be an open pag-
eant that any girls could compete in, some even 
came from St. Louis to compete for the title. 
 There is an entry fee that has to be paid 
by all the contestants who want to be in any of 
the pageants, and 100% of this money goes to 
our local veterans here in Sikeston. This means 
that even if you just enter the pageant, you are 

helping the veterans. 
 “I’m so passionate about bringing 
awareness back to our community because with-
out these men and we would not be able to speak 
freely, leave our homes feeling safe, or go sit in a 
stand cheering on our Bulldogs.” Megan Knight, 
pageant chairman, said. 
 This is why if you are crowned any one 
of the titles, you are required to attend month-
ly meetings, help with events while wearing a 
crown and sash, and support the local American 
Legion and the veterans of Sikeston.
 When asked what her favorite part was 
being Miss Cotton Carnival, Emily Limbaugh 
said, “It was such a humbling experience for 
me to help the veterans and hear their stories of 
fighting for our country.”
 Little Mr. and Miss Cotton Carnival is 
on Wednesday, September 28. Jr. Miss Sikeston 
is on Thursday, September 29. Miss Cotton Car-
nival and Miss Sikeston are both on Saturday 
October 1, 2016.

And the winner is...?
 Homecoming season is finally upon 
us, which means a queen will soon be crowned. 
The 2016 Fall homecoming queen candidates 
are Camie Bard, Ali Enax, Madeline Witt, Emily 
Braden, and Aalyia Fobbs. 
 It is safe to say the candidates were ex-
cited to be nominated.  “I was in the girls gym 
when they announced it [the candidates].  Aalyia 
was in there with me, and we were both so excit-
ed! I’m still in shock, honestly!” Emily Braden 
said.
 A couple of the nominees were not on 
campus at the time of the announcement due to a 
softball game last Friday afternoon.
 “When Camie and I found out we were 
nominated, we were both on the softball bus. We 
were just so happy and excited for each other!” 

Madeline Witt said. 
 Being chosen as homecoming queen 
and as someone to represent the students of SHS 
is quite an honor.
 “Becoming homecoming queen would 
mean a lot to me. Whether or not I win, the fact 
that so many of my peers even thought to nomi-
nate me warms my heart,” Aalyia Fobbs said.
 Camie Bard also shared her apprecia-
tion for being nominated for homecoming queen.
 “Being nominated for homecoming 
queen shows my pride and dedication to SHS 
and it gives me an opportunity to represent our 
school. It is a great memory to have,”  Bard said.
 Ali Enax shares advice for students on 
campus that may follow in her fellow  nominees 
footsteps one day.
 “I’d say to just be yourself. Be nice to 
people and talk to everyone!” Enax said.
 The 2016 queen will be announced at 
the football game and crowned at the dance.

Alison S. Enax
Student Life Editor

Annie M. Lancaster
Co-editor

The five homecoming queen candidates pose for a picture on 
Inside Out Day for Spirit Week.

Photo Courtesy of Google images
A decorative fire truck drives down the road during the Cotton 

Carnival Parade which is held on Saturday, October 1.

photo by Annie Lancaster
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Brylie R. Noe
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Building changes on SHS campus
 If you are a returning Sikeston High School 
student, you may have noticed a few changes around 
the campus. Some changes, such as the construction 
of the new awnings, are easy to see. Others, however, 
are more subtle, such as the new and improved school 
website. But the one thing these changes all have in 
common is that they combine to give us a better, safer 
SHS. 
 A good example is the new iPads that this 
year’s underclassmen have received. The help desk (lo-
cated in the library) has decided to test out a new case 
on the freshmen iPads, which is tougher and should 
last them all four years of high school. The iPad Air 2s 
have many new features, such as a reduced weight, a 
smaller frame, and a faster connection. They also allow 
students to multi task with the new split screen feature, 
which the upperclassmen and staff iPads have yet to 
get. Hopefully this is a sign that SHS is on the pathway 
to becoming more technologically advanced, using all 
the latest gadgets to make learning easier and more fun. 
We can only imagine what other advancements the in-
coming freshmen will enjoy over the next few years.
 Speaking of technology, some of you may 
have noticed that the school website this year has 
changed dramatically. These changes were all in order 
to make the website more visually appealing and user-
friendly. Sarah Thompson, director of Communica-
tions for the district, was instrumental in these changes. 
As a mother with children in different schools, she saw 
a problem in having to actively search for the informa-
tion that should have been available with just the click 
of a button. The new website, designed by Gabbart 
Communications, has had lots of positive feedback for 
so early in the year. It keeps you updated on the events 
in your school and district without forcing you to dig 
through piles of information that isn’t relevant to you. 
This change in website will positively effect people all 

over the district, and not just those at the high school.
	 One	good	change	 that	 is	specific	 to	 the	high	
school, though, is the recent construction of new aw-
nings around the campus. The new awnings have been 
a work in progress for months, with building starting 
at the end of the previous school year and continuing 
throughout the summer and into our current year. Most 
of us can’t wait for them to be done; I’m sure we can 
all agree that it will be a huge relief to not have to panic 
on a rainy day because we forgot our umbrella at home.
In fact, these rainy day troubles were a large factor in 
why the awnings were built at SHS this school year. 
Since the campus is so much larger than most other 
schools in the district, students who needed to walk to 
the Field House or the parking lot ended up drenched 
and uncomfortable for the rest of the day. This will also 

help students who are on crutches or in wheelchairs. 
 The end date for this building project has 
not	been	specified,	but	grounds	director	Mike	Brown	
assures	us	 that	 the	finished	product	will	be	worth	 the	
wait. The awnings will connect all of the buildings on 
campus, and will be painted red to bring even more 
Bulldog color to campus. They will have LED lighting 
to make the pathways brighter, and will have digital 
cameras installed to give better coverage and provide 
more security.
 But the new awnings are not the only physi-
cal changes. Perceptive students who have classes in A 
and C building may have noticed some slight changes 
around them. Unlike the new Math & Science building 
or B building, which got a renovation a few years back, 
A and C building have been long overdue for a make-
over. Luckily, a crew more than delivered during the 
summer. The hallways in both buildings were painted, 
and A building had its interior redone and suspended 
ceilings	 were	 added	 in	 the	 office.	 On	 the	 other	 side	
of campus, the Band building was installed with new 
vinyl	flooring,	and	had	the	interior	painted.	And	more	
changes are yet to come! New windows have been 
ordered for the Bandshell and for Girls gym, and are 
estimated to be installed some time before Christmas 
break. The awning project will continue into the year, 
making our campus look better and better as the year 
progresses. 
 As anyone can see, there have been many 
changes around SHS, in only the short span of summer 
break. Thanks to the efforts of our administration and 
teaching staff, this year is looking good. Hopefully we 
can all agree that these changes give us a better, safer 
SHS,	 and	definitely	one	 that	we	 can	 look	 forward	 to	
spending our time at for another great school year.
 All photos courtesy of Sarah Thompson

     Awnings, renovations, paint jobs, and more
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Barker Bites: News Jackson R. Clay
Distribution Manager

 Last week, Apple’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Tim Cook un-
veiled the iPhone 7 at Apple’s an-
nual press conference. 
 The phone’s new features 
include water resistance, a new and 
improved camera, and the longest 
lasting iPhone battery ever. Anoth-
er feature that is becoming a con-
troversial topic is the headphone 
jack.
 Apple announced at its 
press conference that the iPhone 
7 will not feature the headphone 
jack. Instead, Apple has announced 
that they will release wireless head-
phones called ‘AirPods’, for extra 
cost. 
 The iPhone 7 is set to re-
lease today, with the starting cost 
being $649 for 32gb memory, $749 
for 128gb memory, and $849 for 
256gb storage.

 The rap music industry 
is in a stir as the famous artist, Lil 
Wayne, has hinted at his retire-
ment.  
 On September 3, Wayne 
posted on his Twitter, “I am now 
defenseless and mentally defeated 
and I leave gracefully and thankful. 
I love my fans, but I am done.”
   People flooded Wayne’s 
account, some thanking him for 
music, while others were begging 
him to reconsider.
 Later on, Wayne respond-
ed to his fans by saying, “I am not 
looking for sympathy, just serenity.”
 Wayne’s support contin-
ues to flow in as he sits in silence 
about the future of his career.  
 Wayne has not comment-
ed on the future of his career since 
his tweet.

 This past week, National 
Basketball Association legends 
were enshrined into the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame. The three 
big names that highlighted the 
ceremony was Shaquille O’Neal, 
Yao Ming, and Allen Iverson.
 Shaquille O’Neal was 
recognized for his great play with 
many teams like the Lakers, Heat, 
and Magic. He dominated the 
league through his powerful dunks 
and tall stature.
 Allen Iverson was a 
standout shooting guard for 
the Philadelphia 76ers who was 
famous for his crafty ball handling 
and athleticism.
 Yao Ming, the 7’6 center 
from China gained popularity 
because of his unfair height advan-
tage and his surprising ability to 
shoot from mid range.

 This past Sunday, the 
country gathered in remembrance 
of the fifteenth anniversary of 
the September 11 attacks. People 
flooded Ground Zero in New York 
to pay their respects to the 2,996 
lives lost.
 Organizations from 
around the world, such as the 
National Football League, and 
many others paid their respects by 
paying tribute to the lives lost. 
 Even though it may not 
feel like it was a long time ago 
long ago, most of the students at 
Sikeston High School are not able 
to remember the events of the 
tragedy first-hand. It is important 
to be educated on the events that 
unraveled on that day and to ap-
preciate the emergency responders 
that worked hard on the scene of 
the attack. 

Jacked Out Remembrance“Wayne Quit” Enshrined
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Serving up a new season

You just got Served

Abby E. Vaught
Reporter

Maxwell C. Ault
Reporter

 The girls tennis team was anxious to get 
back on the courts as their 2016-1017 tennis sea-
son began back in August. 
 The team welcomes back three return-
ing players including Mackenzie Alsup ‘18, 
Emma Renfroe ‘19 and Claire Hamlin ‘19. They 
have also welcomed nine new players to the team 
including four sophomores and five freshman. 
The head coach is Russ Dial.   
 Because most of the team consists of 
new players, Dial wants the girls to focus on im-
proving themselves throughout the season. Due 
to the size and the inexperience of the new play-
ers on the team, the returning girls are the key 
players this season. 
 “Since the majority of the team is made 

up of freshman and sophomores who have had 
no previous tennis training, our goal is to get 
them to the point where they become competi-
tive players that execute the physical and mental 
skills of the game correctly,”  Dial said. 
 However, there is also another upper-
classman, Mackenzie Alsup, on the team who 
is excited to use her experience to help lead the 
lady bulldogs tennis team. 
 “I am excited to see everyone, includ-
ing myself, grow and improve as tennis players. I 
have already greatly improved my serve. My fa-
vorite thing about my team is our ability to give 
each other tips and being able to cheer each other 
on,” says Mackenzie. 
 The Lady Bulldogs played the Ken-
nett Indians on Thursday, but the score was not 
known at press time. You can catch them in ac-
tion on Monday, September 19 for their annual 
Pink-Out match.

Mackenzie Alsup ‘18 volleying the ball in their match against 
Notre Dame.

 Every year brings new changes to a 
team. New players that are working to find a spot 
on the squad. This 2016 year not only brought 
new teammates to the volleyball team, it also 
brought a new coach, Ms. Boxdorfer. She is the 
new head junior varsity and assistant varsity 
coach. Combined with head coach Beydler, these 
two have been pushing their team in practice to 
compete with any rival. 
 “We have been working on aggressive 
play and consistency. When we play aggres-
sively and attack balls hard, we do a better job 
at dictating the rhythm of the game,” said Head 
Coach Beydler.
 Leaders of the team this year are return-
ing seniors,  Ali Enax and Morgan Poindexter. 
 “Senior leadership is extremely impor-

tant to any team. We have a lot of younger play-
ers and they naturally look up to the older play-
ers. I try to teach my upperclassmen that having 
younger players looking up to you is not some-
thing to be taken lightly.” Beydler said.
 Continuing, he added about leadership 
on and off the court.
 “You are being watched during games, 
practices, and even during non-volleyball times. 
Leadership doesn’t stop when you walk out of the 
gym. If you want it, you have to understand that 
it’s something you have to wear everywhere… 
all the time,” Beydler said.
 Having a young team means that the 
maturity of the team may have shifts. An error 
may have a snowball effect and cause the players 
heads to drop. This year’s players have lots of 
potential, being told that they are a special group. 
 Current record as of press time is 5-7.  
The Dogs played Thursday against Scott City but 
scores were not available at press time.

Photo credits of Standard Democrat
The teammates gather in a huddle after Morgan Merril 18’ 

makes a point off o fa kill.
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Somebody go Hit Somebody

 As the 2016 Sikeston Bulldog football 
season continues, their goal is always the same:  
a District title. The Dogs are currently 3-1 on the 
season and 1-1 in the Semo North Conference. 
	 The	first	game	the	Bulldogs	played	was	
against Charleston Bluejays on August 19, earn-
ing a victorious score of 52-0.  The second game 
of	the	season	was	played	at	home	on	Saturday,	
August 26, Vs Kennett Indians. Once again the 
Bulldogs	came	out	on	top	with	a	score	of	22-12.	
The third game of the season was also at home 
on	September	2,	vs	the	Jackson	Indians	with	an	
unfortunate loss of 42-7.
	 This	past	weekend	the	Bulldogs	played	
their	 tough	 rival	 the	 Cape	 Central	 Tigers.	 The	
Tigers came into the game with a record of 
2-1.  The Dogs found themselves down 13-7 at 
halftime, but eventually battled back to win the 

game with a score of 26-23. 
 Defensive Coordinator Andy McGill 
expressed	his	views	as	to	one	of	the	reasons	he	
thought the Dogs were successful.
 “I believe we were successful versus 
Cape	 because	we	 played	 as	 a	 team	 and	 didn’t	
give	up,”	McGill	said.
 The Bulldogs have 14 seniors on the 
team	 this	year:	 Justus	Faulkner,	Michael	Sims,	
Keshawn	 Ellis,	 Jason	 Moore,	 Phayzun	 Fobbs,	
Deonundre	Johnson,	Jeland	Allen,	Elgin	Moore,	
Jacob	 Reynolds,	 Josh	 Stinnett,	 Colton	 Gaddis,	
Luke	Blanton,	Jordan	Wheetley,	and	Dominick	
Winfield	who	are	expected	to	be	leaders	on	the	
field.
 “The best thing for our team to be suc-
cessful	the	rest	of	the	season	is	to	keep	having	a	
positive	attitude	and	to	keep	working	everyday	
in	practice”	McGill	said.	
	 So	 far	 the	Bulldogs	 have	 put	 together	
an	 impressive	 season,	 but	 will	 have	 to	 keep	
working	 to	 keep	 up	with	 their	 tough	 schedule.	

Talk with your Feet
 The boys started off the 2016 season with 
a	win	against	Fredericktown.	Struggling	 to	score	
goals	in	the	first	half	the	boys	managed	to	gain	a	
grip	in	the	second.	Finishing	with	a	score	of	5-1.	
Scoring has been a beginning of the season issue 
for	the	Bulldogs.	Passing	and	procession	is	some-
thing that this team excels in. Leading to a stale-
mate	when	they	are	in	the	final	third.	Finding	the	
back of the net tends to be an issue. 
	 “We	are	doing	a	great	job	of	working	the	
ball	up	the	field	and	getting	in	dangerous	areas	of	
our	opponents	half.	Within	 the	 last	week	against	
Cape	Central	 and	Perryville,	 those	 chances	 have	
started	to	turn	into	goals,”	Head	Coach	Gabe	De-
ment said.
	 The	 Bulldogs	 placed	 6th	 in	 the	Annual	
Notre	Dame	Soccerfest	due	to	a	disappointing	lost	
to	Marion,	0-1.	Following	the	soccerfest,	the	Dogs	

defeated	 two	 rival	opponents:	 	Cape	Central	 and	
well	rounded	Perryville.	Perryville	was	a	big	win.	
Not	 winning	 against	 Perryville	 in	 five	 years,	 	 it	
was	a	big	confidence	booster	for	Sikeston.	
	 “We	 fought	well	 against	 Perryville.	Re-
ally	pushed	towards	the	end	of	the	match.	Showed	
how	hard	work	can	pay	off,”	Senior	captain	Mat-
thew	Menz	‘17	said.
 Early season goal stall was broken during 
these two games.
 “I credit our goal scoring turn around to 
staying course and not getting overly frustrated. I 
expect	all	aspects	of	our	 team	to	continue	 to	 im-
prove	with	good	game	and	practice	experiences,”	
Dement said.
	 Tuesday	 the	 Bulldogs	 faced	 rival	 op-
penent	Notre	Dame.	After	finishing	 the	first	 half	
the	score	was	0-0.	Scoring	the	first	goal	was	Blake	
Bowens	 ‘17	 pushing	 Notre	 Dame	 up	 one	 goal.	
Sikeston	couldn’t	finish	resulting	in	a	loss.	It	was	
an even game back and forth.

Photo courtesy of Standard Democrat

Joshua	B.	Stinnett
Reporter

Maxwell C. Ault
Reporter

Photo credits to SemoBall

Justus Falkner ‘17 fights for yards in Friday nights 
football game

Sikeston’s Jeffery Thornbrough turns away from Per-
ryville’s defender Caleb Hadler during Notre Dame 

Soccerfest on September 1st.
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Weakly ‘19, and Emma Drury ‘20. 
 “It’s been a great experience walking into 
a program in which I have no preconceived opinion 
of any players. They each bring something differ-
ent to the field and have their own personalities and 
that’s special. Our lineup starts with a lot of speed 
and some heavy hitters who can do their job in the 
batters box. So far, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed this 
group of girls.” Brown said. 
 Aside from winning games and leading 
the team deep into the playoffs; Brown has another 
goal in mind for this season. 
 “I want to develop the team into a fam-
ily. Softball is not an individual sport: it takes nine 
girls working together to make things happen. I 
also want to develop each player to be the best she 
can be to help contribute to her team. Our main 
goal is to win as many games of possible of course 
but to also be able to carry a district title back to 
S-town would be fantastic!”
 The Bulldogs next game will be at Jack-
son on September 19, at 4:30. The team hopes to 
bounce back from a tough loss last year against 
their conference opponent. 

Members of the Sikeston girls softball team pose for a photo after winning first place  at the Perryville tournament

Kylie D. Noe
Reporter

photo by Rachel Noe

 The 2016 Sikeston lady Bulldog softball 
team has had the best start to a season since 2004. 
With a record of 8-2, the Bulldogs welcomed back 
many familiar faces, along with some new ones. The 
Bulldogs welcome in new head coach Laura Brown; 
who coached at Delta High school from 2001-2011, 
leading them to five district titles and  five quarterfi-
nal appearances. 
 “I absolutely love coaching again. This op-
portunity has refueled my love for the game. Having 
some great athletes on the team makes it even bet-
ter.” Brown said. 
 Returning players include Tyeshia Mitch-
ell ‘17 Madeline Witt ‘17, Camie Bard ‘17, Kylie 
Noe ‘18, Ashton Drake ‘18, Katie Hampton ‘19, 
Hana Mason ‘19, Abby Cooper ‘19 and Ashton Jor-
dan ‘19. Freshmen Megan Witt and Naudia Lazcano 
have also made an impact in the varsity lineup. Addi-
tional key players include Michaela Glaus ‘18, Iraca 

Swing for the fences

Colton’s
 ornerC  There has been a lot 

drama stirring in the NFL lately. 
49ers backup quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick has become both a 
hero to some  and a villain to most. 

 It all started before the start of the third 
preseason game. All was fine until the media and 
some NFL fans noticed that the 49ers signal caller 
was taking a knee during the National Anthem, his 
reasoning? He refuses to support a country that op-
presses black people and other people of color. This 
was a move that many have viewed disrespectful 
to both the country and especially to the men and 
women who serve it. The NFL could not take any ac-
tion against him because it is his constitutional right 
to not stand. 
 Support for Kaepernick has been split. Some 
are boycotting the 49ers and burning his jersey, but at 
the same time his jersey sales are skyrocketing. Soon 
even NFL players are taking sides. The next player to 
join in was Colin’s teammate Eric Reid and after was 
Broncos’ linebacker Brandon Marshall. Soon whole 
teams were doing joining in, The Seahawks and 
Chiefs were locking arms in support of Kaepernick 
and the country.  
 I think the saddest part of it all is the timing. 
Opening Sunday last weekend took place as the same 
time as the 15th anniversary of 9/11. Some players 
took a different stance though. Players such as the 
Texans three time defensive player of the year J.J. 
Watt and Detroit Lions defensive end Ezekiel Ansah, 
who isn’t even originally from this country, could be 
seen holding the flag with and in support of first re-
sponders during the National Anthem. With Ameri-
cans everywhere taking sides. I think it is important 
in such a divided time that we all stand together as 
Americans and as people.

Colton S. Gaddis
Co-Sports editor



Tail End

Welcome Back to SHS

photo courtesy of Debbie Miller
The soccer boys in a huddle during their third game 
against Cape.

photo courtesy of Sabrina Newman
The new Greenies and current Red Peppers march 
in the 2016 Greenie Parade on August 26, 2016.

photo courtesy of Daniel Byrd

The SHS football team gets pumped up for their first home game while the 
Red Peppers and cheerleaders surround cheer them on.

photo courtesy of Standard Democrat
Ali Enax ‘17 and Emma Jones ‘19 in action suring the 

home volleyball match against Saxony.

photo courtesy of Rachel Noe
Abby Cooper ‘19 and Kylie Noe ‘18 on the field 
during their game against Perryville.
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