
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

      Hamburg School Board 

             S.P. Portis Administration Building 

    Thursday, February 6, 2014 

 

The Hamburg School Board met on Thursday, February 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the S.P. Portis Administration 

Building for a special called board meeting.  The meeting was called to order by the President, Bryan 

Hollis.  The roll was called.  Present were Bryan Hollis, Jim Wells, Mike Hartley, Suzanne Singleton, 

Mike Harville and Maggie Ware.  Randy Smith was absent.  Hollis welcomed the persons present.   

 

Purpose of Meeting: A public forum requested by patron petition with more than 50 signatures to hear 

statements from parents and concerned citizens pertaining to food service credit/prepayment policy 

including the alternative lunch policy. 

 

Discussion of protocol to follow-  

* Person speaking must have signed in to address the Board 

* Persons wishing to speak will be recognized in numerical order 

* Written comments may also be submitted 

* The community may select one person to represent the entire group or may use multiple speakers 

to present their comments.  Time allotted will be one hour for all combined speakers 

* Time keeper will be recognized and shall be the official keeper of the allotted time 

* We the Hamburg School District Board of Directors wish to thank you in advance for your 

concern and cooperation tonight. 

* Each speaker will have one opportunity to address the Board 

 

Four patrons signed the list; each was given 15 minutes to address the Board. 

 

Patrons addressing the Board: 

1. Dan Courson-He stated that he is here to represent the 49% of people that support the 51% that 

don’t work.  When he was in school no one ate alternative meals.  He started asking questions and 

Hollis informed him that this was a listening session only, no questions would be answered.  

Courson said that if this is a listening session, we need to have an answering session.  Courson 

asked what the cost of producing hot meals is.  He stated that there are many avenues to collect 

money from parents.  Garnishing wages is one.  He does not understand punishing the 7 year old 

by eating a cold cheese sandwich sitting next to a 7 year old eating a bowl of soup and cinnamon 

roll.  How many kids have been served and how much did it cost to serve cheese sandwiches?  

Other ways to collect back charges is to flag the parents so they can’t renew car tags, turn them 

over to collection agencies.  The $10 policy is only for children paying not on free and reduced 

lunch.  The school will not accept donations from the public but turned around and voted to pay 

the difference for kids in the reduced lunch program.  This is a discrimination issue.  Courson 

asked the Board to reconsider this policy, not punish the children.  Courson stated that he has 

always defended public school verses private school.  He has one child that graduated from 

Crossett and one to graduate from Hamburg.  Both children got a good education.  He asked the 

Board if education or budget was their primary concern.  He never dreamed living in rural 

Arkansas that he would be addressing the School Board about if a child will eat a cheese sandwich 

or a hot meal.  He quoted “You either pay up or your child is going to have a bad day.”  As many 

different avenues that there are, there has to be a better way to collect the money owed.  He cannot 

believe that you (Board) are punishing a child because the parents are not paying the bill.  He 



further stated that you (Board) set one group up that you have discriminated against.  He asked the 

Board to reconsider their stand on the well-being of the student first and foremost, go after the 

parents.   

 

2. Drew Shields-Read a statement that is attached. 

 

My name is Drew Shields and I am a 32 year old native of Hamburg. I've lived here my whole life. 

I take pride in saying that I attended and graduated from Hamburg School District. After high 

school, I received an electrical and instrumentation degree.  I received many offers to leave this 

area with promises of a better pay and brighter future. It's no secret that we live in an economically 

depressed area of the state. As you can see, I turned those offers down. There is a reason that I 

wanted my child to grow up in the same town and school district that I did.  By living here and my 

family being employed in the school district, I have seen the good, the bad, and the ugly.  

Nevertheless, Hamburg has always overcome whatever obstacles placed in its way.  I call it pride, 

that Hamburg Lion Pride.  If you cut most of us, we would probably bleed purple.  That pride is 

why I stand before you today with a heavy heart.  I was saddened, embarrassed, and angry when I 

heard that children in our district were being fed cold cheese sandwiches as alternative lunches. 

 

First and foremost, I thought of the morality of this policy. Are we actually holding a child 

responsible for something that the parent did or didn’t do?  I sat in this room at the school board 

meeting in January and heard reports about other schools were doing the same thing. Our 

administrators feel their actions justified because others are doing the same thing, all backed by 

state law.  I went home that night and thought a lot about this situation.  A lot of things in society 

are justified in the eyes of the law.  But at the end of the day, are those things morally right?  I 

pictured a 6 year old lining up for lunch and being told that they could not have the lunch that the 

rest of the children are having because of something that their parent did or didn’t do.  I pictured 

that child not understanding what just happened to them and sitting embarrassed and hungry in 

front of their peers.  How does this picture make you feel?  It makes me feel angry, because what 

this policy does to children is morally wrong.  We are better than this.  Hamburg is better than this.  

This community is better than this. 

 

Secondly, are we really saving money with this alternate lunch policy?  I do not believe we are.  

Warm lunches are made for the day based on attendance minus the children that currently have too 

many charges.  What the report did not include in the January meeting, was the average number of 

children who brought their own lunches. The kids that bring their own lunches do not receive a 

tray.  So, where does the leftover food go? Would you believe it goes directly in the trash?  Good 

food is being sent straight to the landfill. The state says it can't be reused for any other purpose.  If 

you don't believe that it is happening, talk to any of the cafeteria workers and they will confirm 

this.  Our district is throwing perfectly good meals in the trash as innocent children are eating 

alternative lunches.  This does not add up financially or morally. I believe that we are not saving 

money.   

 

I am a full time firefighter/emt with Crossett Fire Department and a former Hamburg police 

officer. Imagine stepping into my world and seeing what happens in our community. Things that 

most don’t want to see or hear about.  While entering houses in the course of our duties we see the 

good, the bad, and the ugly.  We see sickness and poverty that you can't imagine.  We see children 

living in conditions that are horrible.  Food stamps are traded for alcohol, cigarettes, and other 

vices.  For some of these children, the warm meal at school is the only good meal that these 



children received in a 24 hour period.  Is this their fault? No, but they are the ones having to pay 

for the lifestyle that their parents lead.  In the families that I'm talking about, parents do not do the 

right thing.  The school board could approve the best system in the world to keep up with charges, 

yet some parents will still not fill out the free/reduced meal application or send money for meals. 

This is just a cruel fact that can't be disputed. 

 

My grandmother, Emmie Kinnaird, made it her life's mission to take care of people and to feed 

kids. She was employed with HSD for over 38 years, most of that time, as the Child Nutrition 

Director. She recently passed.  I miss her every day, although I'm glad she is not here to see our 

school district put finances in front of a child's welfare.  For those of you who knew her, you 

would probably have to duck from the podium that she would throw through the wall behind you.  

That passion did not die with her.  It remains in those of us that knew her. 

 

I am asking you today to remove the alternative lunch policy for children of all ages. I believe it 

takes a community to raise a child.  We all need to do our part.  At the end of the day, its about the 

child, not about the dollar. 

 

 

3. Vanessa Bowles-She understood that the food service director position was vacated last year and 

the new director is going through a learning process.  She said she does not agree with the 

statement that was made at the last Board meeting “ample time to get charges taken care of before 

1/6/14.”  In the notices that were sent out in kids backpacks nothing was said about payment 

arrangements or the Administration Office being open during the Christmas break.  She is glad that 

payment arrangements are being allowed.  She asked several questions for the Board to consider: 

* What the procedure is for marking rosters? 

* Do teachers mark paid, charge, or brought lunch? 

* Who is in charge of collecting rosters? 

* How often are rosters updated? Are they updated every morning? 

* What is the notification process now? 

* Who is in charge of looking at free/reduced forms? 

* Where are the forms kept? 

There was no status change notification given when kids changed from free/reduced to paid.  That 

is why some of the kid’s charges got to be so large.  Not everyone got a charge letter.  Some 

parents have paid their accounts off here at administration office and check with the cafeteria a 

week later, their kids account still wasn’t updated.  She asked that more time and effort be put into 

obtaining a system.  Another concern is that the student handbook needs to have better 

policy/procedures pertaining to how money is collected, how parents will be notified about 

free/reduced status changes. Bowles has collected $700 in donations and was notified that 

donations were not being accepted.  She asked about the “backpack program” that sends food 

home with students.  Who is picking and choosing who gets the backpack food? Is this not donated 

food?  She “doesn’t understand.” 

 

4. Bernice Nelms-She has no pity for adults.  For a lot of kids, this may be their only hot meal.  We 

are a loving community.  Parents are not informed of lunch procedures.  We are in need of a 

system.  Most charges were on children who assumed they were on free/reduced lunch.  They were 

not notified.  There is a lack of communication.  Some parents don’t care.    When they move they 

don’t give the school a new address and phone numbers.  There needs to be a formal letter sent out 



periodically.  She thanked the Board for considering changing the policy. She stated that studies 

have shown, when children are fed, they learn better.  Please reconsider the policy. 

 

The meeting was over at 6:50 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

_____________________________  ___________________________ 

Bryan Hollis, President   Maggie Ware, Secretary 

 

 


