
 
Minutes 

Meeting of the Board of Directors 
South Central Service Cooperative 

March 9, 2016 
 

The Board of Directors of the South Central Service Cooperative met on March 9, 2016, in a legal, 
open meeting at South Central Service Cooperative in Camden, Arkansas.  President Jimmy Cunningham 
declared a quorum of members present and called the meeting to order at 11:30 AM with a moment of silence.  
The following board members were present: Gary Hines, Mark Keith, Walt Pigott, Dr. Albert Snow, Jim 
Tucker, John Ward, Michael White and Dave Wilcox.  

 
Marsha Daniels, SCSC Director, also attended the board meeting along with Glen Scott, Bookkeeper; 

Karen Kay McMahen, Teacher Center Coordinator; Karla Brian, ECH SPED Coordinator; Robin Cole, 
ABC/GT Coordinator; Terry Sullivan, President of Licensed Personnel Policy Committee; Jocelyn Walker, 
President of Classified Personnel Committee, and Traci Hargiss, Teacher Center Secretary. 

 
The minutes of the February 10, 2016, meeting of the SCSC Board of Directors were read.  Mr. 

Michael White made a motion to approve the minutes for February 10, 2016; Mr. Jim Tucker seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried. 

 
The next item of business was the financial reports.  The president stated that he had reviewed the 

financial reports and asked if board members had any questions about the reports.  The director made a 
recommendation that the board approve the financial reports as submitted.  Mr. Gary Hines made a motion to 
accept the director’s recommendation to approve the financial reports as submitted; Mr. Jim Tucker seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
The next item of business was lunch that was provided by Justin Mills, K-12 Culinary Connection.  

Mr. Mills prepared lunch for the board to demonstrate what he can bring to the schools in terms of cafeteria 
organization, food presentation, nutrition instruction to students, as well as bulk purchasing and commodity 
utilization.  Mr. Mills stressed cafeteria management, high quality food selections for students, and 
operational effectiveness.  He said that the savings made in the school programs more than pay for his 
services, and students enjoy the food and have several selections of entrees daily.  This was for informational 
purposes only. 

 
The next item of business was the FY16 co-op budget that had been approved by the Arkansas 

Department of Education.  The director made the recommendation for the board to accept the approved 
budget for FY16.  Mr. Mark Keith made a motion to accept the director’s recommendation for the board to 
accept the approved budget for FY16.  Mr. Walt Pigott seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

The next item of business was the hiring of the administrators for SCSC.  The director made the 
recommendation to hire the following administrators for the 2016-2017 school year: (1) Karen Kay McMahen, 
Teacher Center Coordinator; (2) Karla Brian, Early Childhood SPED Coordinator; and (3) Robin Cole, Arkansas 
Better Chance & G/T Coordinator.  Mr. Jim Tucker made a motion to accept the director’s recommendation to hire 
the following administrators for the 2016-2017 school year: (1) Karen Kay McMahen, Teacher Center 
Coordinator; (2) Karla Brian, Early Childhood SPED Coordinator; and (3) Robin Cole, Arkansas Better Chance & 
G/T Coordinator.  Mr. Michael White seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
 
 
 



 
The next item of business was the proposed FY17 Bradley Salary schedule for the salaries at Bradley 

ABC for Cynthia Allen, the teacher, for a paraprofessional, and for a floater.  Mrs. Daniels made the 
recommendation for the board to accept the proposed salary schedule for FY17 for Bradley ABC teacher and 
Bradley ABC staff as presented.  Mr. Michael White made a motion to accept the director’s recommendation 
to accept proposed salary schedule for FY17 for the Bradley ABC teacher and Bradley ABC staff as 
presented.  Mr. John Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
The next item of business was the disclosure forms for the board members.  Mrs. Daniels explained 

that all board members must complete a notification letter/disclosure form stating that they do not have a 
financial interest in the cooperative.  This form was given to all board members present for them to complete 
and return for filing in compliance with Arkansas ethics laws.  Disclosure forms and notification letters will 
be mailed to board members who were absent during this board of director’s meeting. 

 
The next item of business was the ABC/GT program updates given by Robin Cole.  Ms. Cole stated 

that the ABC numbers are holding at 187 and that only 50% of their budget has been spent to-date. She also 
gave the superintendents an update on Quiz Bowl’s turn out and thanked them for allowing their students and 
coaches to be a part of a successful Quiz Bowl.  Next, she gave them an update on the preschools’ 
involvement with TICAL and stated that iTunesU had videoed our students, and the video was to be posted 
soon.  She stated that as soon as this was uploaded to iTunesU that she would send a link for them to view.  
This was for informational purposes only. 

 
The next item of business was the ABC program application and budget renewal for approval for 

FY17.  The director stated that it was time to renew the ABC program application and budget for the next 
school year.  The director made the recommendation to renew the ABC program application and budget as 
presented.  Dave Wilcox made a motion to accept the recommendation to renew the ABC program application 
and budget as presented.  Walt Pigott seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
The next item of business was the ECH SPED Coordinator’s report by Karla Brian.  Mrs. Brian stated 

that they were working on transition conferences, and all was going well.  She also stated that the budget is on 
track.  This was for informational purposes only. 

 
The next item of business was the SCSC Teacher Center Coordinator’s report given by Karen Kay 

McMahen.  Mrs. McMahen provided professional development updates to the board.  Mrs. McMahen shared 
with the board that we were updating our branding.  The branding (vision), “Our Today is Their Tomorrow,” 
and mission statement were shared with the board members.  The director made the recommendation to the 
board to approve the new vision, “Our Today is Their Tomorrow,” and mission statement.  Dr. Albert Snow 
made a motion to approve the director’s recommendation to approve the new vision, “Our Today is Their 
Tomorrow,” and mission statement.  Mr. Jim Tucker seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 
Mrs. McMahen then asked Jocelyn Walker to share with the board information regarding paper and lamin 
costs for the next school year and deadlines.  She also shared with the board the date and location for Tier I 
training and the SCSC Administrator’s Conference in the summer.  Tier I training will be held on June 15, 
2016, at the Camden Fairview High School Cafeteria.  Each attendee will receive 2 hours of credit.  The 
SCSC Administrator’s Conference is scheduled to take place at DeGray Lake Lodge on July 18-20, 2016.  It 
will focus on “Everything Special Ed.” 
   

The next item of business was the proposed sick leave donation policy. The licensed and classified 
personnel committees brought to the board a proposed sick leave donation policy.  They requested that if the 
board were to approve the policy, that it be made effective immediately.  After they spoke, the director made  
 



 
the recommendation to the board to accept the proposed sick leave donation policy and accompanying request 
forms as presented by the personnel committees to be effective immediately.  Mr. Jim Tucker made a motion 
to approve the director’s recommendation to the board to accept the proposed sick leave donation policy as 
presented by the personnel committees.  Mr. Walt Pigott seconded the motion.  The motion carried.       

 
The next item of business was the proposed personnel policy handbook.  This item was postponed 

until the April board meeting. 
 
The next item of business was other relevant business.  The director told the board that Mr. Brett 

Williamson, State Board of Education Member, will be our guest during our April board meeting.   
 
Further, the director spoke with the board members, and the next board meeting was set for May 11, 

2016 at 9:00 AM.   
 

 With no further business to discuss, Mr. Michael White made a motion to adjourn the SCSC Board of 
Directors’ meeting; Dr. Albert Snow seconded the motion.  The motion carried, and the meeting adjourned at 
1:00 PM. 
 
___________________________________________ 
President    Date 
 
___________________________________________ 
Secretary    Date 


