Setting SFX to Launch with the DS

Setting SFX to Launch with the DS

The C++ and Java Dashboard buttons in the Driver Station link to the previously existing
SmartDashboard for the 2015 season. This article details how to set up the DS to launch SFX
instead.

Include in library « Share with = Burn Mew folder
Mame Date modified Type Size
sads . plugins 10/10/2014 4:21 PM  File folder
Places =) QutlineViewer-with-dependencies.jar 10/10/2014 4:21 PM Executable Jar File 262 KB
p = RobotBuilder-ra38.jar 10/10/2014 4:21 PM Executable Jar File 2,006 KB
|&] sfx.jar 10/10/2014 4:21 PM  Executable Jar File 21,950 KB
=] SmartDashbeoard.jar 10/10/2014 4:21 PM  Executable Jar File 2256 KB

Locate the path to the SFX jar file on your system. It is likely C:\Users\USERNAME\wpilib\tools. Note
the full path to the sfx.jar file this will be needed later.
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Open FRC DS Data Storage

= |*"f | | Search |
Organize * M:| Open = Share with = Print Burn Mew folder
¢ Favorites Mame : Date modified Type Size
Pl Desktop | Log Files 12/28/2013 2:44 PM  File folder
41 Downloads '@ 217-3367-JaguarDatasheet.pdf 12/20/201311:04 ...  Adobe Acrobat D... 4310 KB
= Recent Places '@ 217-3367-JaguarFAQ. pdf 12/20/201311:04 ...  Adobe Acrobat D... 1,818 KB
'@ 217-3367-JaguarGettingStarted Guide. pdf 12/20/201311:04 ...  Adobe Acrobat D... 7189 KB
- Libraries bdc-comm-99.exe 1/22/2012 7:09 PM Application 585 KB
3 Documents “ bdc-comm-107.exe 12/20/201311:04 ... Application 573 KB
J? Music Q Blacklaguar-99.bin 1/22/2012 7:09 PM VLC media file (bi... 26 KB
| Pictures & black-jag-v107.bin 12/20/201311:04 ... VLC media file (bi... 25 KB
=l Subversion || Checklist.bd 11/5/201210:39 AM  Text Document 1KB
B videos i DashboardSettings.ini 9/23/20131:18 PM  Configuration sett... 1KE
£ | FRC DS Control IP.ini 10/29/2013 1:43 PM  Configuration sett... 1KB
18 Computer 4k | FRC D5 Data Storage.ini 12/28/2013 3:44 PM  Configuration sett... 4 KB
5_3. Local Disk (C:) | FRC Original Network Settings Dump.bed 10/4/2012 4:52 PM Text Document 1KB

Make sure the Driver Station is not open, then locate and open FRC DS Data Storage.ini. On
Windows 7 machines this will be in the C:\Users\Public\Documents\FRC folder.

Set Dashboard path

B [setup]
TeamNumber = "40"
Joystickl = 1

Joystick2 = 2
Joystick3 = 3
Joystickd = 4

"Java —jar C:\\Users\\koconnor\\wpilib\\toolsi\sfx.jar"

Locate the line that starts with DashboardCmdLine = and replace the value in quotes with "java -
jar SFXPATH" where SFXPATH is the path you noted earlier with all backspaces doubled. An
example of this for the user "koconnor" is shown in the image above. Save and close the
document.
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Set the DS Dashboard Setting

i —
[ FRC Driver Station - Version 15.0b36

Team #
Team Mumber Practice Timing (s)

w0 | Countdown

Dashboard Type Autonomous Communications

'¢‘ I Default Delay - -
Joysticks
Teleoperated !
End Game Teleoperated
Comms Version Disabled

Launch the Driver Station and select the Setup tab. Change the Dashboard Type setting to Default.
This should launch the SFX dashboard. If it does not try closing the DS and re-opening.

Troubleshooting
If the SFX Dashboard does not launch with the DS after following the above steps, try the following:

1. Verify that SFX launches when you double click on the JAR file.

2. Return to the DS Data Storage file and verify that the path there is correct.

3. Open a Command Prompt by clicking Start and typing "cmd" in the box, then clicking
Enter. Copy the path from the DS Data Storage file (including the "java -jar" part) and
paste it into the Command Prompt by right-clicking and selecting Paste. Press Enter and
verify that SFX launches. If it does not you may have an issue with your Java version or
the environment variables which point to the Java install. If this is the case it is
recommended to uninstall Java and complete a fresh install of Java Runtime Engine

version 7.
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