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,m of DJing has come a long way
rawing students fror
\d. By Daniel Roth

g sHys, moving
into Schimmel's spot. .’\n.l]LI'-l
it to make it match up. Drop

mid Frids L in August,
“Wish 1 Didn't Miss You.” The song is  Schimmel—suil jacket off and At Scratch DJ
danceable, features appropriately vacu-  tie loosened—stands behind  Academy, students
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zetious groove.  Two turntables with his tutor,a g2t hands-on it on the high hat.” Kwest re-
“Wish" hasama-  3d-year-old giant by the name  experience. starts the records. spins “Bil-
m_u.h Km;. of  of DJ Kwest. lie Ji back a few revalu-

As Stone’s song plays, Schimmel puts  tions, scratches the bass beal. and lets
one finger in the air, flicking it upat cach  go. Stone morphs into King of House.
of the snares down at the bass drum.  “This is how fluid it could be.”
Finding the beat, he reaches for the mix- Over the past few months, Schimmel
ing board that and a couple hundred like him have

g fi e
gues: 3 chance 1o DY at a club in Ihiz::.
Spain. Fe knows these two records played
back 1o back will be a hit with the danc-
ers, but he has to get it right. So on a hu-
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ning records and slow
lever that should scamless|
songs. The result is a mess of drums and
Michae! Jackson lyrics. Kwest, whose
real name is Derek Scantlebury, shakes

walked up the six flights of stairs 1o the
Scratch DJ Academy in Manhattan for
such wisdom. The students come from
the tech world, retailing, school, or Wall
Street to learn from teachers by the
names of Mista Sinista, Evil Dee, and
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Brooklyn Miph. Each  Beat counters

student is trying to  DJ Kwest, right,
figure out the same  shows Eric
thing: how to turn a  Schimmel how
party loose, it's donz.

The Rolling Stones
might make billions by milking baby-

ike Paul Oakenfold and the
| Brothers spin (o arenas of

multimillion-dollar ad cam-
pargn featuring music from Moby and
Basement Jaxx. At music giant Sam
Ash, DJ equipment sales—now a $500
million business for LS. retailers—are
om last year while clectric gui-
are flat,
no surprise that entreprencurs
have figured out there’s money to be
made in teaching how to use the equip-
ment, Which is where Seratch comes in.
The school is the brainchild of Rob Prin-
cipe, a 29-year-old former dot-commer
who sports a goatce and greets people
with a clasp that’s half soul shake, half
hug. In 1994, Princ Jazz Jover, went
to a party at a club in New York and
watched the DI spin song after song un-
til the entire club seemed to be dancing,
Principe was in awe.

“He flipped 1500 people,” he
“He turned
out and said,

it moved me. Just like
ece of art”

cipe lost his job as the head of sales for
an Israeli software company. Using con-
nections from local venture capitalists,
he got in touch with Jason “Jam Master
Jay™ Mizell, the DJ behind seminal rap
group Run-DMC, and Reg E. Gaines,
author of Bring in Da Noise, Bring in D
Funk, to dis he idea of a school for
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DJs. The three tossed around plans, and
in February 2002, Scratch opened its
doors in a space that bouses Pseudo.com.
When Principe advertised a free first se-
mester on his website, 1,200 people
signed up,

In the offices, covered in dark paint
and graffiti, students are run through a
six-week, $270 course on the entire pro-

cess of DJing. The beginner level, or
D101, comprises evervihing from how
a turntable works to how to market
yourself. DJ202 features more complex
classes, such as Advanced Beatmaking
and Battle DJ: Routines and Analysis.
But at its base, being a DJ comes
down to one thing: “You're responsible
for everybody's good time,” says Jahi
Lake. A rall, dreadlocked teacher who
DJs as the Sundance Kid, Lake is run-
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On the wheels of steel From left: Scratch DU Academy student Eric Schimmel, teacher D Hwest, and founder Rob Principe

ning Jared Cantor through the
basic lesson. A 29-year-old
sales executive for search-
engine Looksmart, Can-
tor heard DJs in clubs
and watched as his fnends
el

mixing boards in me

ing rooms. He wanted 1o
ve itatry.
Lake takes him through step by

step: Before putting on a record, a DJ has
to know how many beats per minute
(BPM) the two songs contain. The closer
the songs” BPM, the easier 1o mix. And the
higher the BPM, the more people dance,
Most DJs start skw, then boost the BPM
as the night goes on. Lake explained how
o plug a tumtable into a miver, how 10
control a record’s pitch, and how to mark
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a record for phrases and beats
worth scratching. Lake
demonstrates, singling out
a lyric in rapper Luda-
cris’s “Area Codes”™ and
scratching it, creating a
new bass line, Cantor tries
the same, creating a sound
similar 1o a car driving with
a flat tire. “See, he makes it
look casy, man,” says Cantor.
Class continues another 15 minutes,
and by the end, Cantor’s still having
trouble scratching. But he is able to
blend one record into the next. That
might not sound like much, but in a time
when imtables have become the new
clectric guitar, it's a start. @

Scratch DJ Academy 21 2-625-3881,
www.scraich.com; private lessons avaleble
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