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IMMIGRATION U.S. SUPREME COURT ANTONIN SCALIA

Breyer discusses international law in Memphis college
visit

By BY ADRIAN SAINZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS | OCT 07, 2019 |  MEMPHIS, TENN.

(Adrian Sainz / AP)

Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer said Thursday that it would benefit U.S. judges to study how other
countries handle cases related to important global subjects such as terrorism, immigration, civil rights,
health and the environment.

Breyer delivered a speech and answered questions from a moderator before about 500 people at Rhodes
College in Memphis as part of the school's program for Constitution Day, which took place Sept. 17. Breyer is

The Collings Foundation,
owner of the B-17 that
crashed at Bradley, has ha…

Pizza showdown: You’ve
picked the top 16 best pizza
places in Connecticut. Tim…

Five unanswered questions
for the UConn women’s
basketball team as official…

Sen
FAA
pa

SECTIONS
SUBSCRIBE

4 weeks for only 99¢
LOG IN

https://www.courant.com/topic/immigration-14003002-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.courant.com/topic/u-s-supreme-court-ORGOV0000126-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.courant.com/topic/antonin-scalia-PEHST001782-topic.html#nt=taxonomy-article
mailto:?subject=Breyer%20discusses%20international%20law%20in%20Memphis%20college%20visit&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.courant.com%2Fsns-bc-us--supreme-court-breyer-20191004-story.html
https://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hc-news-collings-b17-crash-zoning-dispute-20191007-enkoiae2d5dnjgzb2o2nbeet7q-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar
https://www.courant.com/ctnow/food-drink/hc-ctnow-pizza-showdown-top-16-pizzerias-20191007-ajolsu2anncrjgmo6iqqtnfhsu-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar
https://www.courant.com/sports/uconn-womens-basketball/hc-sp-uconn-women-five-unanswered-questions-20191004-20191007-hzdm3xnit5hypcv3x2zrylctku-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar
https://www.courant.com/breaking-news/hc-br-blumenthal-faa-probe-deadly-b-17-crash-bradley-20191007-flz6vy6bi5hmrpzty6i6wilmle-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar
https://www.courant.com/?#nt=mastheadnavbar


08/10/2019 Breyer discusses international law in Memphis college visit - Hartford Courant

https://www.courant.com/sns-bc-us--supreme-court-breyer-20191004-story.html 2/3

the second sitting Supreme Court justice to speak at the private liberal arts university in recent years. Justice
Antonin Scalia spoke at Rhodes in September 2015.

Breyer touched on theories of globalization, versus localism or tribalism, stressing that the perception that
those ideas are "at war" with each other is false. He cited cases related to international issues that have been
heard in the U.S. because they were tied to the U.S., and U.S. laws or treaties that applied to them.

They include cases related to the internment of Japanese in U.S. camps during World War II, foreign terror
suspects being held at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, and a foreign commerce case with ties to Ecuador and The
Netherlands. He also discussed ways legal systems have handled immigration and terrorism cases in
England and Israel.

Breyer said the Supreme Court is seeing an increasing number of cases in which international law comes into
play.

"You have to know what's going on beyond our shores in order to solve problems, statutes, constitutional
interpretations, locally," Breyer said. "We are a local court. You might all think, ‘Oh well.' Yeah, we are."

He said hundreds of bodies and organizations around the world have established laws, rules and standards
that could lead to court challenges in the U.S.

"The more you read about this, the more you think it isn't good versus evil. It isn't somehow globalization
over here, or localism or tribalism over there," Breyer said. "It's that we are in a world where there is both."

Breyer also sought to dispel a perception that perhaps the Supreme Court's liberal and conservative justices
are "divided about everything." Breyer said justices don't raise their voices at each other while discussing
cases. He also said they don't make snide remarks at each other's expense.

"We don't fight all the time," he said. "I can't say zero. I can say it's more just doing your work, and quite
often agreeing much more than people think."

Breyer is former federal appeals court judge who was appointed to the Supreme Court by President Bill
Clinton in 1994.

Copyright 2019 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Five World War II aircraft to arrive at Bradley Airport on Monday
Five historic airplanes, including three World War II bombers, are scheduled to arrived at Bradley 
International Airport in Windsor Locks on Monday.
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‘A very courageous individual.’ Airport employee pulled injured passengers off
burning plane, police sources say
An employee who was in a Bradley International Airport de-icing shack early Thursday morning likely saved 
lives when he dragged passengers out of the burning World War II bomber that crashed there Wednesday,…
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Ralph making the most of motherhood
Shea Ralph is at practice, standing under the basket. She’s wearing a baby carrier and her 8-month-old 
daughter Maysen is peering out, studying the UConn women’s basketball players intently on the floor.
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Fotis Dulos' lawyer speaks after court reveals Dulos' DNA was found mixed with
his wife's blood
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