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The ASIL Executive Council has unanimously approved the 
recommendations of the ASIL Honors Committee for the 2019 
recipients of the Manley O. Hudson Medal, the Goler T. Butcher 
Medal, and the Honorary Member Award. The honors will be 
presented during the 113th ASIL Annual Meeting on March 28, 
2019 in Washington, DC. (See related story on the back cover.) 

The members of the 2018-2019 Honors Committee are Jeffrey 
Dunoff (chair), Marcella David, Harold Koh, Margaret 
McKeown, and Sergio Puig. 

The following are this year’s honorees. 

Manley O. Hudson Medal
Over the course of an extraordinary career, 
Stephen Breyer has been a path-breaking legal 
scholar, an accomplished and widely-respected 
government official, and a distinguished jurist, 
including service on the Court of Appeals for the 
First Circuit and, since 1994, as an Associate Justice 

on the U.S. Supreme Court. During his time on the bench, in both 
judicial and extra-judicial writings, he has been a leading and influ-
ential voice in debates over the appropriate use of international 
and foreign law in U.S. courts, the extraterritorial reach of domes-
tic law, and the complex relationships between protecting civil lib-
erties and ensuring national security. After completing his legal 
studies, Breyer clerked for Justice Arthur Goldberg during the 
1964-65 term, and then served as special assistant to the U.S. 
Assistant Attorney General for Antitrust. In 1967, he joined the 
faculty of Harvard Law School, where he taught until 1994. While 
at Harvard, his scholarly focus was on the fields of antitrust and, 
later, administrative law. In the words of one leading scholar, 
Breyer’s administrative law writings helped to transform the field 
and usher “administrative law into the modern era.” In 1975, 
Breyer returned to Washington to spend a sabbatical year as spe-
cial counsel to a subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, where he worked on international antitrust issues, 
among others. In 1980, Breyer was nominated by President Carter, 
and confirmed by the U.S. Senate, to serve on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit, where he became Chief Judge in 
1990. In 1994, President Clinton nominated, and the U.S. Senate 
confirmed, Breyer to serve as an Associate Justice on the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Goler T. Butcher Medal
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein recently completed a term 
as the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
He was the sixth High Commissioner, and the first 
Asian, Muslim, and Arab to serve in this position. In 
this role, he was an outspoken critic of human 
rights abuses in dozens of countries and served, in 

2019 Honors to be Awarded at 
ASIL Assembly

the words of one observer, “as ‘conscience for the world,’ elo-
quently using his voice to become ‘a sort of nightmare’ for dicta-
tors, demagogues, and anti- democratic foes.” His term as High 
Commissioner was preceded by many years of distinguished dip-
lomatic service. In 2012, Zeid was chosen by U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon as one of five experts to serve on his 
“Senior Advisory Group” regarding reimbursements to countries 
contributing peacekeeping troops. He also chaired the 
Consultative Committee for the United Nations Development 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and led an effort to establish greater 
strategic direction for the Fund (2004-2007). Zeid holds a Bachelor 
of Arts from The Johns Hopkins University and a Doctorate in 
Philosophy from Cambridge University (Christ’s College).

Honorary Member  
The Committee recommended that the Honorary 
Membership Award be given to Mónica Pinto for 
her robust and sustained work to advance human 
rights and for her exemplary blend of scholarship 
and service. She has had an outstanding career as 
an academic, government official, jurist, and inter-

national official. She recently completed a term as Dean at the 
University of Buenos Aires Law School, where she teaches interna-
tional law and international human rights law. She has held a num-
ber of positions in the United Nations system, the most recent of 
which was as Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges 
and Lawyers. Previously she held the mandates of independent 
expert on the situation of human rights in Guatemala and Chad 
and served on the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for 
Technical Cooperation in the Matter of Human Rights. She also 
served on the Advisory Committee on Nominations for the 
International Criminal Court. She sits on the administrative tribu-
nals of the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank. 
She has been active in the Argentine Council for International 
Relations and the International Law Association.  ■

2019 Book Awards
The ASIL Executive Council has approved the recommendation of 
the Book Awards Committee for books to be awarded Certificates 
of Merit during the ASIL Assembly on Thursday, March 28, at the 
Annual Meeting. (See related story on the back cover.)  

The members of the 2018-2019 Book Awards 
Committee are Anna Spain Bradley (chair), 
Karen Alter, David Gantz, Christina 
Hioureas, and W. Michael Reisman.

For “a preeminent contribution to creative 
scholarship,” the Committee recommended 
Craig Forcese’s Destroying the Caroline: The 
Frontier Raid that Reshaped the Right to War (Irwin 
Law Inc, 2018). Forcese’s book is a compre-


