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FEATURED

Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas encourages judges to
uphold constitutional principles

By Alice Queen

alice.queen@rockdalecitizen.com  1 hr ago

COVINGTON — U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas on Friday urged fellow members of

the judiciary to stay true to the principles outlined in the constitution and not to be swayed by public

opinion or political power in carrying out their duties.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas spoke at the dedication ceremony of the Newton County Judicial Center expa
morning before a gathering of about 1,000 people. Thomas urged his fellow jurists to stay true to the guiding principles of the
Constitution. (Staff Photos: Sue Ann Kuhn-Smith)
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Thomas spoke Friday morning at the dedication of the expanded Newton County Judicial Center.

With the first hint of fall weather in the air, about a thousand people — including state and local

dignitaries and members of the bar — gathered outside the new facility to hear remarks from the

associate justice from Georgia.

Thomas was greeted by a standing ovation and cheers following his introduction by Georgia

Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold D. Melton.

Thomas said he was honored to meet local judges and officials during a reception prior to the

dedication program.

“It was an honor to meet so many of them earlier and to see how well, unlike the city I work in, to

see how well they all seem to cooperate and work together,” said Thomas, drawing a chuckle from

the crowd.

Thomas praised the Judicial Center expansion as an example of beautiful architecture and

engineering, but said it ultimately represents much more.

“It is in our courthouses that the constitution, our national constitution and our state constitutions,

are defended and our laws are upheld and applied on a daily basis in individual cases,” said

Thomas. “It is in our courthouses that we distinguish between guilt and innocence and truth and

falsehood, and in doing so where we protect our individual liberties and resolve our personal and

business and group disputes. It is in our courthouses where the rule of law is most ardently enforced

and, as a result, our nation serves us as a haven and serves other countries and the rest of the

world as a beacon of hope.”
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Thomas spoke of the importance of the rule of law, and the undergirding principles of due process

and equal protection under the law, highlighting the important role that judges play in applying those

principles.

“As I think of the issues that may be raised and the challenges to be confronted in this building in the

years to come, I encourage my fellow judges who are here to stay true to their principles and to

withstand the pressures from those whose interests do not always include upholding the law,” said

Thomas. “Judicial independence is critical to liberty and to justice. In our great country the judiciary

is not a puppet of those in power, nor is it the engine for pioneering social change. Rather, it is a

safeguard against tyranny and an assurance of neutral arbiters for those seeking the protection of

the law. In the face of negative consequences for adhering to the rule of law, I encourage you all to

have the courage to stand up for the principles that undergird our law and that should bind us as

citizens, where you bear the critical responsibility in our federal framework to uphold the constitution

and the impartial and just application of the laws to our fellow citizens.”

In a nod to the current political climate, Thomas encouraged judges to stand above the fray and

avoid legislating from the bench.

“It is becoming increasingly common for public opinion to galvanize behind particular outcomes and

around particular interests without regard for the law or an objective assessment of the facts,” said

Thomas. “Advancing a narrative all too often becomes more important than the rule of law, and it

can be tempting for us as judges to want to fit into that narrative or to confuse what we perceive as a

just outcome with the justice that the law requires and that flows from being fair and impartial. As

judges we have a sacred duty to resist that temptation. Our calling and our oath is not to be popular

but to be faithful in applying the law in a fair and an impartial manner.”
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Editor

I have been editor of the Rockdale Citizen since 1996 and editor of the Newton Citizen since it began publication
in 2004. I am also currently executive editor of the Clayton News Daily, Henry Daily Herald and Jackson Progress-
Argus.

Thomas’ remarks were preceded by a welcome from Newton County Board of Commissioners

Chairman Marcello Banes, who thanked previous commission chairmen and board members, as

well as current board members, for their efforts to bring the Judicial Center expansion to reality.

Most of all, Banes said, the taxpayers were to be thanked for approving the Special Purpose Local

Option Sales Tax that funded the $12.3 million expansion, which includes a new courtroom,

expanded quarters for the District Attorney’s Office and Clerk of Courts Office, new jury impaneling

room and new space for the Juvenile Court.

Others participating in the ceremony were members of the Alcovy, Eastside and Newton high school

bands; the Rev. Eric Lee, Springfield Baptist Church; Newton County Sheriff’s Office Honor Guard;

Parker Wyatt, president of the student body of Peachtree Academy, who led the Pledge of

Allegiance; Rhett Johnson, Cullen Johnson and Olivia Johnson, who sang the National Anthem; and

Newton County Superior Court Judges Horace Johnson, John Ott, Samuel Ozburn and Kendall

Wynne Jr.

Following the dedication program, attendees were able to tour the new facility, except for the

Juvenile Court space, which is not yet complete.
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