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Rock climbing is one activity that many
campers enjoy. Though the route to get there
is long and tedious, the campers have alot of
energy and excitement when they reach their
destination. This activity is taught by the
YMCA staft. Today, Ritz and Gusbus taught
the yellow team group how to strap
themselves into their safety harnesses and how
to climb the wall. Afterwards, they took
questions from the campers.

Some of the yellow team seemed pretty
excited, while others were slightly hesitant
and scared. One by one, the boys took turns at
trying to climb the wall. Those who reached
the top and rang the cowbell came back down
with a huge smile on their faces. The others
waiting in line were determined to do just as
well.

The hour passed by quickly and not all
of them were able to go. Luckily for them,
they will be returning tomorrow for another
chance at the wall. (Jessica Ho)
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| Shootlm

The first time you hear a real .22 caliber rifle
being fired at the rifle range, you might jump a
little at the loud noise. However, after the
orientation by the YMCA staff, almost all the kids
mustered the courage to shoot at the paper targets.
Because of the rare ricocheting shot, everyone had
to wear safety goggles, even though luckily no
incidents happened throughout the sessions. The
staff made sure that everyone understood that
shooting must stop if an animal was seen in the
way, joking that the kids had to eat whatever
animal they shot. Laying down on the mats, the
kids started shooting after the staff declared that
"the range is open."

The shooting experience was much more
authentic than expected, complete with the noise
of bullets hitting the metal waste-catcher behind
the target, brass shells popping out of the chamber,
and even smoke rising from the rifle. After
individually loading and shooting their five shots,

5ot 281 L M IR A FE #E © B2 the kids had to remain lying down until everyone

finished and the staff declared that "the range is
closed," again for safety. Even though the kids
could barely wait to go down the range to see how
they performed, the staff's warnings were able to
restrain the kids' excitement.

After retrieving their targets and taping on new
targets, the kids enjoyed comparing their results.
In addition to the holes from the bullet entries,
there were smaller rips in the paper from shrapnel,
making very impressive patterns. Sometimes, a
kid would realize that they aimed at the wrong
target and that a target had more than the supposed
maximum of five holes, while another had none,
causing widespread laughter. In some of the
rounds, the staff shot each of the targets so each
paper had at least one hole. The kids then were
allowed to bring back their targets as souvenirs.
Although some kids wanted to take a few shells,
they were not allowed to do so because the shells
were dangerously sharp and also recycled for use.
Still, everyone seemed to enjoy the experience
greatly. Depending on the speed of the group,
some groups actually were able to shoot up to
three times in a session. With such practice and
adjustment, everyone improved dramatically and
gained a sense of satisfaction. (Brandon Kao)
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P ackis

After their morning exercise, the children

have to march in two straight lines towards Every morning, each
the area behind the cafeteria. There, each camper is expected to clean
class lined up in two rows, awaiting further and tidy up their beds and

instructions. If they arrive late, their counselor rooms in a group effort;
will be chastized with pushups. Sleeping bags are laid out
The morning meetings are for emergency bathrooms cleaned. and tf; e
announcements, morning culture lessons and f | Th ’
breakfast. This is essential towards our success oor clear. 1he rooms were
throughout the day. When each class rated  1-10 and .checked
thoroughly by the judges.

organizing themselves by class, it looks like a

cascade of colors. They also say “lao-shi-hao”. The points contribute to each
group's total scores for the

end of the week.

Teams line up for roll-call
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