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Calligraphy

One of the many activities offered at the camps is calligraphy, which is
taught by Teacher Jin-Nan Tsai. During this activity, Mr. Tsai would

teach them the various parts and techniques of calligraphy. He starts out He would
by showing the campers how to hold the brush, followed by how much interact with
ink to use to avoid sloppy, unreadable writing. After giving the campers the .kids by
the necessary instructions, they were allowed to start to write their own. asking what
Mr. Tsai has different things prepared for the campers based on the the'y' were
group's age. For the older campers, like the royal blue boys, he had them writing about
write a poem called "Ge Shu" from 300 Tang poems collection, which is and would
answer any

about a soldier named Ge Shu. He would have them memorize the poem

to him, and awarded them with a sticker on their papers. The purpose of questions that
this exercise was for them to bring their papers home to show their the campers
parents and make them proud that they are able to write Chinese had. Overall,
calligraphy and memorize such a poem.

As for the younger campers, like the yellow boys, he had them write the
two simple phrases "Lu Shang Zou, Shui Zhong You," which roughly

translates into "Walks on land, swims in water." Though the yellow boys about Chinese history and old customs
were a bit mischievous at times, Mr. Tsai was very patient with them and ~ While having fun.

found ways to get their attention. (Jessica Ho )
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the activity
was a great
way for the campers to learn a bit more




1

Y
=i i M

Ci‘linese Knotting 6,3“'?.“

Throughout the entire week, campers will be doing several
different activities throughout the camp site, one of which is
learning how to do Chinese Knots. The purple girls had the
pleasure of starting out their week with this activity taught by
Teacher Jennifer Hewitt. Mrs. Hewitt taught these group of kids
how to make a dragonfly using Chinese knots. Having shown
them the steps to make the different parts of the dragonfly, Mrs.
Hewitt lets them get started. With the help of a few other assistant
teachers, the purple girls got down to business and made their
dragonflies. Though a few struggled with it, the others who
understood were glad to help their group mates.

Towards the end of the activity, they were all really satisfied with
their work. Everyone's dragonflies were all different from one
another and all brightly colored. Upon seeing the other knotted
crafts laid out on the table (such as pens, hairpins, key chains,
dragonflies, and other fancy knots), the purple girls were eager to
learn more but time did not permit them to do so. They seemed to
very much enjoy the activity as one of the campers stated, "We
should have another day to do this!"
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The instructors appeased the children's
wishes by telling them that if there is a
free class period later on in the week,
they were welcome to return to learn
more. With that said, the campers
happily left the classroom with their
dragonflies and proceeded to their next
activity.

(Jessica Ho)
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Canoeing Lesson
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No camping trip experience is complete without canoeing in the
lake! Canoeing is perhaps one of the activities that the campers
really look forward to doing. This activity is taught and monitored
by a few of the YMCA staff on the camp site. The instructors
would review the safety procedures and what to do in certain
scenarios to the campers and take any questions that the campers
may have had. After having done so, they would guide the
campers to retrieve their oars and life-jackets before allowing them
to split up into groups of four to enter a canoe.

The green boys were very eager to get into their canoes. One by

one, the camper-filled canoes were
pushed into the lakes. Soon, one
could hear the campers' screams of
fun-filled laughter (or of fear) across

I the lake. The green team counselor

Chieh-En Shih and guardian
Michael Chen teased their kids as

= they made several laps around them.

Thankfully, nobody capsized their
canoe during this time. For some,
canoeing was initially scary, but
later turned to a great and fun
experience on water as they slowly
got the gist of how to canoe.
(Jessica Ho)
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