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No matter where you are in the world, making money in stocks takes more than just buying and selling 

at the best prices.   

Yes, that’s the biggest part — but there’s another side to investing that most people overlook.  

Say you buy 500 shares of a $1 stock.   

Then six months later, it jumps to $2, so you decide to sell.   

That’s a quick double, right?   

Not really.   

In fact, your total gains could be anywhere between 88–98%.  

The difference depends on how much commission you had to pay to make each trade.  

Commission is the money you pay to your broker to execute a trade.   

That means you owe them money every time you buy or sell a stock.   

Yep, they get you coming and going.  

But not all brokers charge the same commissions.  

And shopping for the best deal can have a big impact on your bottom line.   

For small-cap stock investors, a good broker is an absolute must.   

Choosing wisely can be the difference between making 30% a year and barely breaking even.  

Luckily, there have never been more options for investors.  

This is both a blessing and a curse:   

Prices are lower and investor services are more personalized, but there is much more information to 

digest before making a decision.  

Read this before investing your hard-earned money, and do some of your own research.  

You can’t afford to take chances on the “wrong” broker.  
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We’ve designed this report to give you a head start — comparing commissions, fee structures and 

balance requirements— and included phone numbers, web addresses and notes on the specific services 

the brokers offer.  

Please remember, this guide is for information purposes only — and it’s just your first step in choosing a 

broker.  

The first and foremost purpose of this guide is to give you confidence in dealing with brokers.  

Whether you are in the United States, Germany, The United Kingdom, France or Australia, you should 

know what questions to ask and what is important for your bottom line.  

We do not favor one broker over another, and it’s up to you to decide which one meets your needs.  

Don’t simply choose the one with the lowest price.   

You may discover that it is worth paying a little more — here are a few questions you may want to ask a 

broker before making your decision:  

• Do they have 24/7 customer service?  

• Are the broker’s trading accounts insured by the financial regulation bodies of the country 

you’re investing in?  

• How is the frequency of your trading habits going to affect your account and your costs?  

• How much will it cost to place an order with a live broker?  

• How long will it take for you order to be executed?  

• Can you earn interest on cash that is not invested?  

• How much independent research will you have access to?  

• How easy is it to trade OTC or penny stocks?  

Finally, while every effort has been made to keep the information as up-to-date as possible, prices and 

other data are subject to change.   

So make sure to check before you sign up with any broker.  

(Please note this list is in alphabetical order.)  
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U.S. Brokers  
Charles Schwab  
Charles Schwab was the first discount broker on the market, and it revolutionized the way trading was 

done. While Charles Schwab may have been the pioneer in the discount broker world, it’s no longer the 

cheapest. However, Charles Schwab has some great things for beginning investors, low commissions, 

well- developed trading platforms, high-quality research, and commission-free fund selection. New 

investors will no doubt appreciate Schwab’s no-minimum funds, personal support and top notch 

customer service.  

Website  www.schwab.com  

Phone #  866-855-9102  

Commissions  $4.95 equity trades  

Extra Fees  Up to $50 account closing or transfer 

fees  

Account Minimum  $1,000  

  

ChoiceTrade  
ChoiceTrade has one of the lowest flat rates in the business. However they only allow stock and options 

trading as well as mutual funds, so you won’t have access to futures or forex trades. For new investors 

ChoiceTrade is a good start with fairly easy to open accounts and a very straightforward interface. 

However, with limited trading options and no commission-free ETFs, experienced traders may want to 

look elsewhere.   

Website  www.choicetrade.com  

Phone #  877-731-9114  

Commissions  $5.00 equity trades  

Extra Fees  $0.50 additional for options $25 fee for 

mutual funds or broker-assisted trades  

Account Minimum  $0.00  

  
E-Trade  
With a fairly high commission fee and a tiered pricing structure that has some tough requirements 

ETrade may be a better fit for really active traders. An added bonus of $600 — plus 60 days of 

commission-free stocks and options trades for deposits and transfers of $10,000 or more and a very 

well-developed suite of investing tools may make this a good pick for anyone trading 30 or more times a 

quarter.  

http://www.schwab.com/
http://www.schwab.com/
http://www.choicetrade.com/
http://www.choicetrade.com/
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Website  www.etrade.com  

Phone #  800-387-9114  

Commissions  $6.95 equity  

Extra Fees  75¢ per options contract. Heavy traders pay 

$4.95 per stock and options trade, plus 

$0.50 per options contract.  

Account Minimum  $500  

  

Fidelity  
Fidelity’s reputation as a world leader in mutual funds is well-established, but that’s not all they do. 

Excellent customer service, a smooth, mobile friendly trading platform, and an extensive research 

library that’s available for free give you a couple more reasons to look to Fidelity as your broker. With 

some benefits regarding IRA’s and promotional rates for accounts over $50,000, this may be a great fit 

for retirement account investors and not necessarily light traders.  

  

Website  www.fidelity.com  

Phone #  800-343-3548  

Commissions  $4.95 Equity trades  

Extra Fees  $0.65 per option $76 per Mutual   
Fund $25.00 broker assisted trades  

Account Minimum  ETF trading requires $2,500  

  

Firstrade  
Touting up to $300 and 500 free trade, Firsttrade wants to be known as the king of “value trading.” 

Firstrade may not be quite as well-known as some of the other online brokers, but it’s definitely worth a 

look. It is truly a deep-discount brokerage service, something that novice investors should be aware of.  

Website  www.firsttrade.com  

Phone #  800-869-8800  

Commissions  $2.95 equity trades  

Extra Fees  $0.50 per option  

http://www.etrade.com/
http://www.etrade.com/
http://www.fidelity.com/
http://www.fidelity.com/
http://www.firsttrade.com/
http://www.firsttrade.com/
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Account Minimum  None  

  

  
  

PennTrade  
PennTrade is the online arm of Pennaluna & Co., an Idaho-based broker. It has one of the simplest fee 

structures of any online broker. But simple doesn’t necessarily mean cheap. While it is expensive 

PennTrade offers one of the most robust feature suites of the online brokers we researched, with 

mobile platforms, email alerts, and access to most Canadian stocks just to name a few.   

Website  www.penntrade.com  

Phone # 800-953-2860 

Commissions $19.95 U.S. stocks $34.95 Canadian stocks 

Extra Fees Inactivity fee (less than two trades per 

year): $50.00 per account per year 

Account Minimum $1,500 

  

  

Robinhood  
Robinhood has certainly shaken up the world of investment brokerages providing a mobile friendly 

interface, with NO minimum , NO fees and NO commissions. They certainly are doing something new, 

and with the promise of cryptocurrency trading, Robinhood is looking to takeover the everyday investor 

market.   

With over a million customers in less than four years, it looks like they’re succeeding.  

Website  www.robinhood.com  

Phone # In app 

Commissions Free 

Extra Fees Free 

Account Minimum None 

  

  

http://www.penntrade.com/
http://www.penntrade.com/
http://www.robinhood.com/
http://www.robinhood.com/
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TDAmeritrade  
TD Ameritrade is consistently rated one of the best brokers available. They are very well established 

which helps them offer over 290 commission-free ETF’s and 12,541 mutual funds. For institutional 

investors there may not be a better pick out there. TDAmeritrade also offers well-polished apps for both 

iOS and Android so mobile trading should be easy. For serious traders or those who need to be mobile 

TD Ameritrade is a great fit.  

  

Website  www.tdameritrade.com  

Phone #  800-454-9272  

Commissions  $6.95 equity trades  

Extra Fees  75 cent per option $50 per mutual fund 

and $45 per broker assisted trade   

Account Minimum  None  

  

  

United Kingdom  
Barclays  
The name Barclays is synonymous with prestige. Founded way back in 1690 this bank has become a 

household name for most throughout Britain. Very secure and well established this broker may be the 

best fit for serious investors looking to do more than a couple trades a month. Though customer service 

and ease of use are not their strongest points, they’ve recently updated their online platform and have 

promised to continue to make progress in that area.  

  

  

Website  www.barclays.co.uk  

Phone # 0800-279-3667* 

Commissions Funds (online) £3   
Other investments (online) £6   
All automated regular investments: £1   
All investments (telephone): £25 

Extra Fees Customer fees (based on asset holding): Fee 
percentage is calculated daily based on 
closing asset balance (excluding cash).  
Funds:   
0.2% p.a.; Other investments 0.1%   

http://www.tdameritrade.com/
http://www.tdameritrade.com/
http://www.barclays.co.uk/
http://www.barclays.co.uk/
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p.a.; Minimum fee per month: £4; 

Maximum fee per month: £125 

Account Minimum None 

  

  

GetStocks Social Investing  
GetStocks is a brokerage owned by GS Sharestocks Ltd, a Cyprus-based company, which is overseen by 

CySEC. While GetStocks only offers access to the U.K. and U.S. exchanges, it has a very user friendly 

interface and a social trading element for those with over $1,000 in trades. With competitive rates and a 

fairly low minimum account balance GetStocks is a good pick for a social trader.  

Website  www.getstocks.com  

Phone # +44-33-0828-0915 

Commissions U.S. exchanges: $7.50   
U.K. exchanges: £7 with trade  bundles 

available 

Extra Fees — 

Account Minimum $100 

  

Halifax Share Dealing  
Halifax is a subsidiary of the Bank of Scotland Halifax Share Dealing founded in 1853. With a flat fee 

structure they are a little more expensive than the industry standard though there are investment plans 

available that can bring that cost down. They’ve got a great customer service and research team though 

their trading platform can leaves some wanting.  

  

Website  www.halifax.co.uk/sharedealing  

Phone #  03457-22-55-25  

Commissions  Monthly regular investment plan to 

purchase UK shares for just £2 dealing 

commission per trade.  

Extra Fees  *When buying or selling international 

securities, they adjust the exchange rate by 

1.25% and keep the difference as their fee.  

Account Minimum  None  

  

http://www.getstocks.com/
http://www.getstocks.com/
http://www.halifax.co.uk/sharedealing
http://www.halifax.co.uk/sharedealing
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Hargreaves Lansdown  
Hargreaves Lansdown is based in Bristol and sells funds, shares and related products via its website and 

through the post to retail investors in the United Kingdom. With competitive pricing and one of the quickest 

account creations we tried, Hargreaves is a good pick if you’re looking to get started as fast as possible. There 

are some serious fees for accounts over $100,000 so they may not be the best pick for heavy investors.   

  

Website  www.hl.co.uk  

Phone #  0117-900-9000  

Commissions  • £5.95 per deal if you place 20 or more 
share deals during the previous calendar 
month.  

• £8.95 per deal if you place between 10–19 
share deals during the previous calendar 
month.  

• £11.95 per deal if you place fewer than 10 

share deals during the previous calendar 

month.  

Extra Fees — 

Account Minimum None 

  

Interactive Investors  
Founded in 1995, Interactive Investor the company now boasts over 7 million users and is one of the 

most popular investing communities in the UK. However, the customer service is lacking and is a little 

below the industry standard. With competitive pricing and a huge user base Interactive Investor may be 

a good fit for you if friends and family are already investing through them.  

Website  www.iii.co.uk  

Phone # From the U.K.: 0345-607-6001  
From overseas: +44-113-346-2309 

Commissions £6 for the first three months,    
£10 after that 

Extra Fees Regular investing and dividend 

reinvestment commission — £1 

Account Minimum None 

  

The Share Centre  
The Share Centre has an interesting take in tiered pricing that may be appealing to many investors. For 

British investors The Share Centre offers one of the lowest fee structures of any of the brokers we 

http://www.hl.co.uk/
http://www.hl.co.uk/
http://www.iii.co.uk/
http://www.iii.co.uk/
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reviewed. However, it only allows for trading over the U.K. exchanges which makes it unfit for those 

with international investing goals.  

  

Website  www.share.com  

Phone #  01296-41-41-41  

Commissions  £7.50 for deals less than £750,    
1% for £750 and above  

Extra Fees  For a small annual fee of £20 you can enjoy 

investing at a flat rate of £7.50 per deal. 

This is THE lowest rate of commission on 

the market.  

Account Minimum  None  

  
Lloyds Bank Direct Investments  
Lloyds Bank originated in 1765 and brings almost 300 years of experience in banking to the investors’ 

fingertips. Customer service hours are a little longer than competitors but that may be balanced by 

having no proprietary research service. Everything you find on the trading platform should be available 

somewhere else online. Online trading fees for equities are a little above the average, but discounts are 

available to those who already bank within the Lloyds banking group and the cost of buying funds is the 

lowest we saw.  

Website  www.lloydsbank.com  

Phone # 0345-606-0560 

Commissions As we do not have the exact transaction 

costs, we have used an industry average of 

0.50%. 

Extra Fees £20 every six months to cover the 

administration fee 

Account Minimum None 

  

Germany  
Comdirect  
Owned by Commerzbank Comdirect offers the security of German regulations while also providing a 

comprehensive trading platform. While EU citizens can sign up, it’s primarily for German citizens as 

everything is in German on the site. Moderate fees and access to multicurrency accounts and 

banking products make this a good pick for native Germans.  

http://www.share.com/
http://www.share.com/
http://www.lloydsbank.com/
http://www.lloydsbank.com/
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Website  www.comdirect.de  

Phone #  For potential buyers: +49-4106/7088,  For 

customers: +49-04106/7082500  

Commissions Basic price: 7.90 € + 0.25% order  provision 
of the order volume  
Minimum: €12.90 / Maximum: €62.90 

Extra Fees €5.85/quarter if less than two trades 

Account Minimum None 

  
Cortal Consors  
Cortal Consors was originally a French Brokerage launched in 2003. They underwent a name change and 

Cortal Consors came to Germany in December 2013. With an updated interface and excellent customer 

service, Cortal seems to be on the right track. Though they are in the mid range with their fees they 

were the only brokerage offering special “Young Trader” accounts with discounts for traders between 

the ages of 18 and 25. A very cool option if you are within that age range.  

  

Website  www.cortalconsors.de  

Phone # 49 911/3690 

Commissions €3.95 up to : €20,000 in volume  

€9.95 for orders over : €20,000.01 

Extra Fees €4.95 per trade on certificates and 

warrants with StarPartners 

Account Minimum None 

  

Flatex  
Flatex is one of the cheapest brokers we looked at. Based in Kulmbach they allow for trading on all German 

and 11 other foreign exchanges. This is a great service for native investors looking to primarily invest in 

German securities.  

  

Website  www.flatex.de  

Phone # For potential buyers: +49 9221/7035897 For 

customers: +49 9221/7035898 

Commissions Low and flat rates on domestic stock exchanges 
(€5 + exchange fee); All-in-one and off-season  
rates; €0.90 execution fee   

http://www.comdirect.de/
http://www.comdirect.de/
http://www.cortalconsors.de/
http://www.cortalconsors.de/
http://www.flatex.de/
http://www.flatex.de/
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for ETF savings plans; Securities trading,   
CFDs, and FX under one roof 

Extra Fees There are some fees for dividend credits 

Account Minimum None 

ING-DiBa  
The German arm of Dutch lender ING and founded in 1965, ING-DiBa has since been one of the most 

lauded banks in Germany. It has an excellent reputation and security, but the only drawback is a serious 

one with the only securities that can be traded are ING-DiBa funds. For our fund traders this was an 

absolute must mention but if you’re interested in any other forms of investing you will need to look 

elsewhere.  

Website  www.ing-diba.de  

Phone #  For general questions: +49 69/50500105 Account 

management: +49 69/342224  

Commissions  Trading from €9.90  

Extra Fees  0.25% on mean rate of exchange  

Account Minimum None 

Lynx  
Established in the Netherlands in 2006, Lynx is one of the newest brokers we looked at. However, 

regulated by De Nederlandsche Bank (DNB) and the Dutch Authority for the Financial Markets, they are 

no less secure than the older more established banks. With web-based and mobile trading platforms 

they are very accessible to traders and offer decent support 24 hours a day during the week. Because of 

the extremely high minimum deposit Lynx is really designed with serious traders in mind. That being said 

they offer a feature-laden and easy-to-use interface as well as a myriad of trading options.  

Website  www.lynxbroker.de  

Phone #  phone: +49 800/5969000  

Commissions  Base Equity trade rate €5.00  

Extra Fees  • USA <2000 stocks €0.01 per stock  

• USA >2001 stocks €0.005 per stock  

• Maximum 1.25 % of the volume;  Austria 0.4 

%  

Account Minimum  None  

  

http://www.ing-diba.de/
http://www.ing-diba.de/
http://www.ing-diba.de/
http://www.ing-diba.de/
http://www.lynxbroker.de/
http://www.lynxbroker.de/
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Maxblue  
Maxblue has been the online investment platform for Deutsche Bank since 2001. Offering free securities 

accounts and a wealth of useful information Maxblue seems a great fit for newer subscribers. Maxblue 

also has the unique offer of free trades on the top 10 funds and 50% off the top 6300 funds as well. 

However without any long-term discounts or benefits it does not look like a great fit for longer-term or 

day traders.  

Website  www.maxblue.de  

Phone #  +49 69/91010000  

Commissions  For domestic trades: €3.50 (Xetra €2.00)  

Extra Fees  + 0.25% of the transaction volume, 

percentage surcharge at least €8.90, max. 

€49.90.  Direct trade: only percentage fee  

Account Minimum  None  

OnVista  
OnVista continues to be on the bleeding edge of innovation when it comes to investing in Germany. 

OnVista was one of the first to allow online and mobile trading, and with lots of money saving options 

and plans, it is a good pick for young investors. The Freebuy and 5 Euro Price Fixed Depot are interesting 

and worth looking at.  

Website  www.onvista-bank.de  

Phone # For potential buyers: +49 69/7107-500, For 

customers: +49 69/7107-530 

Commissions Domestic shares: € 3.99 + 0.09%, max. €39 

Foreign shares: €3.99 + 0.19%, max. €39   

Extra Fees USA: 0.22%, minimum $13.70, maximum $107; 

GB: 0%, minimum £20 

Account Minimum None 

Binck  
With 15 years in the market this Netherlands based brokerage gives its clients access to Currencies, 

Shares, Indices, Debentures, Commodities and has “Turbo” trades that are a modified form of 

options- trading make them more approachable for the everyday investor.  

Website  www.binck.fr  

Phone # 33800 940 980 

Commissions • Euronext share: €10  

• U.S. shares: $14  

• Options: €2.90  

Turbos: €7.50 

http://www.maxblue.de/
http://www.maxblue.de/
http://www.onvista-bank.de/
http://www.onvista-bank.de/
http://www.onvista-bank.de/
http://www.onvista-bank.de/
http://www.binck.fr/
http://www.binck.fr/
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Extra Fees If over 30 orders/month: = 9€ per order 
<€10,000 and 0.09% >€10,000 If you don’t 
place 30 orders in the last month or 90 
orders in the last   
3 months= penalty of €120/month   

Order placed by phone= €5 

Account Minimum €1 

Bourse Direct  
Bourse Direct was founded in 1996 and is regulated by the Autorité des Marchés Financiers (AMF) this 

French based company does not have a minimum deposit which makes it a good option for light trading. 

Known for their FOREX trading, they have two trading platforms and are one of the leading French 

financial services companies.  

  

Website  www.boursedirect.fr  

Phone #  33156 884 040  

Commissions  • Up to €500: €0.99  

• Between €500 and €1,000: €1.90  

• Between €1,000 and €2,000: €2.90  

• Between €2,000 and €4,400: €3.80  

• Above €4,400: 0.09%  

Extra Fees  • Forex Market Fees  

• New York: €8.50 up to €10,000  

• London: 0.15% min. / $15  

• Frankfurt (Xetra): 0.15% min. / $15  

• Spain (Madrid): 0.20% min. / € 18  

• Switzerland (Virt-x, SWX): 0.20% min. / €18  

• Portugal (Euronext): 0.20% min. / €18  

• Other markets: 0.48% min. / $41.90  

Account Minimum  €1,000  

  

EasyBourse  
EasyBourse was founded in 2005 from parent company La Banque Postale. It offers a wide range of 

financial products and programs with extensive information available. If you are looking for a very 

specific type of investment plan or know that you will only be investing in one form of security, this may 

be a good pick for you.  

Website  www.easybourse.com  

Phone #  33800 802 200  

http://www.boursedirect.fr/
http://www.boursedirect.fr/
http://www.easybourse.com/
http://www.easybourse.com/
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Commissions  • €2 per order up to € 800.  
• €3.8 between € 800 and €1,500, then 0.45% beyond • Easy 

Premium: €2 per order up to €800.  
• €3.8 between €800 and €1,500 then 0.45% beyond   

• Easy Expert: €9 per order up to €5,000.  

• €12 between €5,000 and €10,000 then 0.20% beyond   

• Easy Intense: €10 per order up to €10,000, then 0.10% up to €20 

up to €100,000  

Extra Fees  Penalty for inactivity. Goes from €3–€75 max.  

Account Minimum  €500  

  

iDealing  
iDealing offers trading services for brokers, intermediaries, agents and their clients. A U.K.-based  

brokerage iDealing launched in France in 2012. Its main products are direct access to European 

securities exchanges and over-the-counter derivatives such as CFDs and spread bets. They are known as 

the cheapest broker in the U.K. but have fairly minimal features and comforts.  

  

Website  www.idealing.com/fr  

Phone #  33184 888 244  

Commissions  Typical online equity: £9.9  

Extra Fees  • Price streaming — Euronext = €1/month  

• LSE in real time: £66/year or free if delayed 

• Dividend: €0.30  

Account Minimum  €1,000  

IG  
The undisputed leader in CFD investing in France IG is well-established and prestigious. With no account 

minimum and a very fast account setup this is a great place to start if you want to get trading quickly.  

Website  www.ig.com/fr  

Phone # 33170-981-818 

Commissions 1£/$/€ online and 50 over the phone 

Extra Fees Inactivity>2 years = €14/month (dividends 

payments count as an activity) 

Account Minimum — 

  

http://www.idealing.com/fr
http://www.idealing.com/fr
http://www.ig.com/fr
http://www.ig.com/fr
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ING Direct France  
ING Direct France is the only one of the brokerages considered that has its own cafe. In Lyons France you 

can order a coffee or alcoholic beverage while you wait for assistance with your account. While this is a 

great PR move it also gives the company an opportunity to boast about its strongest quality, customer 

service.  

Website  www.ingdirect.fr  

Phone #  33157-225-401  

Commissions  • Euronext orders less than or equal to  
€1,000: €4 per order  

• US brokerage fees order less than or equal 

to €3,000: €15  

Extra Fees  €10 for orders over the phone  

Account Minimum  —  

Saxo Banque  
If you want stocks on an easy-to-use, well-designed platform, than Saxo might be for you. Saxo is a 

Danish investment bank focusing on retail clients across Europe. The customer service is available in the 

many languages and serves clients on the highest level. Saxo’s account opening process is fast and the 

product portfolio is diverse enough for serious traders as well. Saxo has fairly competitive prices, though 

not the cheapest on the market. It does not allow for investment funds, which are critical for some 

investors.  

Website  www.home.saxo/fr-fr  

Phone #  33178-945-640  

Commissions  —  

Extra Fees  • Brokerage Fees on French Shares:   
Min: €0   
Order of €500: €0.43   
Order of €10,000: €8.50  

• Brokerage Fees on US Equities:   
Min: $0   
Orders over $8,500: $0.50  

• Brokerage fees on German Shares:   
Min: €0   
Order of €5000: €5  

Account Minimum  €2,000  

  

http://www.ingdirect.fr/
http://www.ingdirect.fr/
http://www.home.saxo/fr-fr
http://www.home.saxo/fr-fr
http://www.home.saxo/fr-fr
http://www.home.saxo/fr-fr
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XTB France  
XTB or X-Trade Brokers was originally founded in 2002 and is an online forex and CFD broker based in   

Europe. The company has offices in 13 European countries including the UK, Poland, Germany, France, 

Turkey, Romania and the Czech Republic to name a few. XTB is highly ranked among brokers, earning a 

number of awards including best broker in its class for Eastern Europe. XTB is regulated by some of the 

world’s leading supervisory authorities including the FCA, BaFin, CMB and KNF.  

  

Website  www.xtb.com/fr  

Phone # 33153 892 010 

Commissions Basic/standard: From 0.08% (only for CFD shares)  

Pro: CFD shares: 0.08% on opening / closing  

Forex, cryptocurrency, indexes and mat.prem: $4/ €3.5 at 

opening/closing (from 05/09/16) 

Extra Fees CFD shares and ETF: from 0.08%   

Synthetic shares: from 0.10% 

Account Minimum Free for classic members, 10,000 for Pro members, 50,000 

for Premium members 

  

WH SelfInvest  
Founded back in 1998, WH SelfInvest offers online trading for a wide range of financial products. The 

company behind the brand is licensed and and authorized by the Ministry of Finance of Luxembourg and 

the Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF) in addition to the French financial regulatory 

bodies. All this scrutiny means that this is one of the safest and most secure brokerages in France.   

  

  

Website  www.whselfinvest.fr  

Phone #  33153-530-412  

Commissions  —  

Extra Fees  WHS NanoTrader Full Platform: €29/month  

Account Minimum  €2,500 for a CFD/forex account ; €5,000 for futures  

  

http://www.xtb.com/fr
http://www.xtb.com/fr
http://www.whselfinvest.fr/
http://www.whselfinvest.fr/
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Australia  
Nabtrade  
Nabtrade, from the National Australia Bank, is an online trading platform created to replace the aging 

NAB online trading” They allow international trading and real-time online market acccess to over 9,000 

global securities. Because they are linked with the National Australia Bank viewing and transferring 

between NAB accounts is very smooth. Consider this if you are already banking with The National 

Australia Bank.  

Website  www.nabtrade.com.au  

Phone # 61 2-8220-5945 

Commissions Up to $5,000: $14.95  
$5,000.01–$20,000.00: $19.95  
Over $20,000.00: 0.11% of trade value 

Extra Fees International trades will incur a foreign 

exchange conversion spread of between 0.50%– 

0.80% of the trade transaction value. 

Account Minimum — 

CommSec  
Australia’s leading online brokerage, Commonwealth Securities, or CommSec, is run by the  

Commonwealth Bank of Australia. The country’s largest brokerage began in 1995, with online trading 

being introduced in 1997. Since then they have led the industry with a wide range of products and the 

ability to work in domestic and international markets while maintaining relatively low fees.   

  

Website  www.commsec.com.au  

Phone # 61-2-9115-1417  

Commissions Brokerage just $10 per trade under $1,000 

Extra Fees For external bank accounts: $29.95 (up to and 

including $9,999.99) 

Account Minimum Your initial purchase of any particular 

shareholding must be at least $500 worth of 

share 

CMC  
CMC Markets is a UK-based financial derivatives dealer. The company offers online trading in spread 

betting, contracts for difference (CFDs) and foreign exchange (forex) across world markets. CMC is 

headquartered in London, with hubs in Sydney and Singapore and a further 11 offices internationally.  

  

Website  www.cmcmarkets.com  

http://www.nabtrade.com.au/
http://www.nabtrade.com.au/
http://www.commsec.com.au/
http://www.commsec.com.au/
http://www.cmcmarkets.com/
http://www.cmcmarkets.com/
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Phone #  11 100 058 213  

Commissions  • First 10 trades: $11 or 0.10%  

• 11th–30th trade: $9.90 or 0.08%  

• 31st trade +: $9.90 or 0.075%  

Extra Fees  Platform Data fees:   
Delayed Data: Free  
Live (click to refresh) data: Free   
Dynamic (streaming) data: $41.25  
Live data is free for active investors Dynamic 

data fee 100% rebated if > 30 trades  

Account Minimum  —  

D2MX  
D2MX is owned by Sequoia Financial Group Ltd. and partnered with Pershing Securities Australia Pty Ltd. 

which makes it one of the most secure and well backed brokerages in Australia. It has excellent 

customer services and competitive rates with an advanced and innovative online platform.  

  

Website  www.D2Mx.com.au  

Phone #  1 300 130 545  

Commissions  Low brokerage fee of $19.50 per confirmation  

Extra Fees  • Brokerage fee of $2.42 per contract/lot for index options  

• Brokerage fee of $0.24 for company options  

• Minimum brokerage of $26.40 for all transactions same 

series, same stock, same side, same day  

Account Minimum  —  

  

Patersons  
Patersons Securities Ltd. was founded in 1903 in Western Australia. Since then its grown into one of 

Australia’s largest and most trusted full-service stock brokers. The company offers high-quality wealth 

management advisers who can assist investors with quick transactions and online client accounts. If 

you’re interested in additional support with a more traditional online trader Patersons might be the 

right fit for you.  

Website  www.psl.com.au  

Phone # 1300 582 256 

Commissions Minimum: $110.00  

http://www.d2mx.com.au/
http://www.d2mx.com.au/
http://www.psl.com.au/
http://www.psl.com.au/
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Maximum: 2.75% of total trade value 

Extra Fees Administration fee of $110.00 per account 

Account Minimum — 

  
Bell Direct  
Partnered with the Bell Financial Group, Bell Direct was created in 2006 and since then has won a 

number of awards and become one of the top broker firms in Australia. The online platform is backed by 

brokers and is often acknowledged as being one of the best in the market.  

  

Website  www.belldirect.com.au/smarter  

Phone # 74-121-227-905 

Commissions $15 (up to 10000), $25 ( between 10000 and  
25,000), 0.1% (over 25), discounts for more than 

10 trades per month 

Extra Fees • Platform costs: $10/month  

• Platinum: $27/month  

WebIRESS: $79/month 

Account Minimum — 

  

BMO InvestorLine  
BMO InvestorLine is a well-balanced online investing brokerage that has features for every type of 

investor. If you’re just starting to handle your own investments, the third-party research and 

educational resources might really push you toward BMO’s site. More advanced traders will be 

interested in their 5 Star Program and unique BMO Market Pro tools, which really place BMO 

InvestorLine on a higher plane than their competition.  

Website  www.bmo.com/self-directed  

Phone # 1-888-776-6886 

Commissions Basic equity: $9.95   

Basic options: $9.95 + $1.25 per contract 

Extra Fees External transfers: $135 

Account Minimum $5,000 

Questrade  
Established in 1999, Questrade is one of several independent Canadian online brokerages. They provide 

tools for traders of all levels of experience, including two separate trading platforms appealing to either 

http://www.belldirect.com.au/smarter
http://www.belldirect.com.au/smarter
http://www.bmo.com/self-directed
http://www.bmo.com/self-directed
http://www.bmo.com/self-directed
http://www.bmo.com/self-directed
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the casual or advanced trader. Questrade traders will have access to competitive pricing as well as 

equities, options and ETFs of both local companies and those in the United States. Questrade really 

seems like a good all-around pick.   

Website  www.questrade.com  

Phone # 1-888-783-7866 

Commissions 1 cent per share ($4.95 min., $9.95 max.)  

$9.95 ticket + $1.25 per contract 

Extra Fees 0.35–0.70% annually, depending on  account 

balance   

Account Minimum $1,000 across all accounts; no fees for clients 

under 25. MyFamily program allows account 

pooling 

  

Virtual Brokers  
BBS Securities Inc. launched its Virtual Brokers division in 2009. As a subsidiary of one of Canada’s most 

prestigious global asset managers with over $181 billion in global assets, no one can doubt Virtual 

Brokers’ pedigree. With that prestige comes slightly above-average commission costs for basic equity 

trades. For ETF traders Virtual Brokers offers some very competitive rates and some really great 

resources.  

Website  www.virtualbrokers.com/en-us  

Phone #  1-877-310-1088  

Commissions  • Basic equity: $9.99   
• Basic options: $9.99 + $1.25 per contract ($4.99 

+ $1.25 per contract if 150 trades in previous 

quarter)  

Extra Fees  0.35–0.6% annually, depending on  account 

balance  

Account Minimum  $1,000; no fees for clients 26 or younger.  

  
CIBC Investor’s Edge  
In 2011 CBIC was one of the first banks of Canada to launch a mobile banking app, and they have been 

pushing for innovation since then. With reasonable commissions and no ECN (electronic communication 

network) fees, they’re a strong pick for light investors and those looking to play with lower-priced stocks.   

However, their mobile platform is a little out of date at this point and on-the-go traders may get 

frustrated.  

  

http://www.questrade.com/
http://www.questrade.com/
http://www.virtualbrokers.com/en-us
http://www.virtualbrokers.com/en-us
http://www.virtualbrokers.com/en-us
http://www.virtualbrokers.com/en-us
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Website  www.investorsedge.cibc.com  

Phone #  1-800-567-3343  

Commissions  • Basic equity: $6.95   

• Basic options: $6.95 + $1.25 per contract  

Extra Fees  $100 fee for accounts smaller than   
$10,000  

Account Minimum  $10,000  

  
Credential Direct  
With deep roots in the credit union system, Credential wants you to feel good with who you’re investing 

with. Though this does mean they may not have all the resources associated with big bank brokerages, 

they have a competitive commission rate, and if you are already part of a credit union they are a solid 

pick. One quick note: While they don’t have online chat support, their customer service over the phone 

is some of the best.  

Website  credentialdirect.com  

Phone # 1-877-742-2900 

Commissions Basic equity: $8.88   

Basic options: $8.88 + $1.25 per contract 

Extra Fees $25 quarterly administration fee for accounts 

that don’t meet the account minimums. 

Account Minimum $15,000 across all accounts OR two trades per 

quarter OR total monthly deposits over $100 

  

Desjardins Online Brokerage  
Desjardins Online Brokerage is the online division of its namesake. With two trading platforms and 

myriad pricing options, there are many choices available to those investing with Desjardins. Also, they 

just introduced the “Broker@ge” system for young investors wishing to invest in the markets while still 

enjoying exclusive training and benefits. For 18–30-year-olds who are new to investing, this could be a 

great pick.     

  

Website  www.desjardins.com/ca  

Phone #  1-800-224-7737  

Commissions  • Basic equity: $9.95   

• Basic option: $1.25 per contract (min. of $8.75)  

http://www.investorsedge.cibc.com/
http://www.investorsedge.cibc.com/
http://credentialdirect.com/
http://credentialdirect.com/
http://www.desjardins.com/ca
http://www.desjardins.com/ca
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Extra Fees  Inactivity fees are waived if any of the following applies:  

• Six or more trades have been executed in the preceding 
12 months  

• The value of the portfolio is $15,000 or more  
• A registered account (RRSP, RRIF, RESP, etc.) is held.  

A fee of $30 per quarter will apply if none of the above 

criteria are met.  

Account Minimum  $15,000 OR 125 trades per year  

  

Qtrade Investor  
Qtrade Investor has been one of the most highly rated Canadian online brokerages for the last three 

years, with a balanced approach to the service, features and functionality. It seems as though their 

platform is only getting more accessible and user-friendly. With competitive pricing and a top-of-the-line 

interface, Qtrade Investor stays at the top of the pack.  

Website  www.qtrade.ca/investor  

Phone #  1-877-787-2330  

Commissions  • Basic equity: $8.75   
• Basic option: $8.75 + $1.25 per contract  

Extra Fees  A 1% fee (minimum $45) will be charged on the 

sale or switch of all mutual funds held for less 

than 90 days  

Account Minimum  $25,000 across all accounts OR two trades per 

quarter; no minimum for young investors who 

deposit $50 or more per month  

  

RBC Direct investing  
RBC Direct Investing brings a lot to the table. They’ve got a fantastic video training series called “Show 

Me,” and their customer service is among the best in the market. The commission structure is average 

to high-end, and they don’t have the most intuitive mobile platform, but there are still many reasons 

new investors would find them appealing.  

Website  www.rbcdirectinvesting.com  

Phone # 1-800-769-2560 

Commissions Basic equity: $9.95   
Basic option: $9.95 + $1.25 per contract 

http://www.qtrade.ca/investor
http://www.qtrade.ca/investor
http://www.rbcdirectinvesting.com/
http://www.rbcdirectinvesting.com/
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Extra Fees Clients with combined assets of less than   
$15,000 across all of their RBC Direct   
Investing accounts: $25 per quarter 

Account Minimum $15,000 combined balance across all accounts OR 

three trades per quarter OR quarterly deposits 

over $300 

 

  

 

 

Wherever you invest, we hope this information proves valuable in making the important decision of who 

you trust to manage your money with.  

Happy Investing,   

Agora Financial   
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