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To go to chapters or projects, click on the headings here, use
the Bookmark links (click on the icon at the top left of the
Adobe Reader window) or scroll through the page Thumbnails
(click on the icon next to the Bookmarks).
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Usin g th is e b ook : t i p s
• There is lots of helpful information on downloading, opening, reading this ebook, and playing the
videos (and transferring the ebook to your iPad/tablet) on our website. Go to:
https://www.vivebooks.com/important-info/
and
https://www.vivebooks.com/faq/.

• Use the zoom tool to zoom in on close-up
details in photographs, and see them greatly enlarged. Activate the 'Marquee zoom' to drag
a box around the area you want to enlarge.

• On a computer, (Mac or PC) read this ebook using Adobe Reader/Acrobat.Your computer may have
other programs set as the default pdf reader but
they are unlikely to play the embedded video. Download and install the latest version of Adobe Reader/
Acrobat.

•

• Print out pages for easy reference. The pages
print out well on A4 and US Letter paper sizes.
Use the search facility to find specific words.

• To play a video, click on its image. You may
be directed to download and install Flash player – if
so, do this. Wait a few seconds for the video to start.
A controller will appear underneath so that you can
play/start/stop etc. To close the video and go back to
the pages, click on the top right corner of the video
screen. If you see only a blank rectangle where there
should be a video, and you have used Safari to download the ebook to a Mac, download the ebook again
using another browser such as Firefox or Chrome.

• Make sure you are opening the ebook from within Adobe Reader/Acrobat. If you have downloaded
the ebook, save it to your computer then open it
from within Adobe Reader/Acrobat.
• Browse through this ebook by scrolling through
the pages as with any document, or by using the
Adobe Reader Bookmarks (like an interactive contents list) and page Thumbnails – they will take you
quickly to the chapter, project or page you need
when you click on that page or project in the list.
These Bookmarks and Thumbnails are activated
by clicking on their icons (looking like tiny pages) at the top left of your Adobe Reader window.

• Copy the PDF file to your computer's hard disk,
if you bought it on a disk – it will work faster from
there. If you have any problems printing from this file
or viewing the video, the first thing to try is downloading and installing the latest version of Adobe
Reader (even if you already have the latest version).
• On iPhone, iPad, Android devices and Kindle Fire,
currently the best pdf reader is ezPDFReader, which
will play the embedded video (Adobe Reader for
these devices will not play the embedded video, at
time of publication of this ebook). For more information, see www.vivebooks.com/important-info/.

• The Contents list on page 4 is interactive. Click
on any of the chapters in the list to go to that page.
• Use links to go directly to other pages within this
ebook or to web pages. Click on the links, shown in
blue, eg: Carolyn Schulz's Facebook page to go to
that website (when online).
• So that you can quickly find the page you
were last viewing, activate the 'Previous View' and
'Next View' buttons on your toolbar, to act like
the Back and Forward button on your Internet
browser. Go to View > Show/Hide > Toolbar Items
> Page Navigation, and select the Previous View
and Next View tools to appear on your toolbar.
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I n t ro d u c t i on

I absolutely ‘adore’ pearls, whether they are natural,
cultured, freshwater, saltwater, or even imitation glass.
They are all, without any doubt, my favourite beads. I
am thrilled to be able to share my love of pearls with
a few designs that show off these exquisite gems!
My love of pearls came at a very early age. My earliest
memory of pearls was on a family holiday to the
island of Margarita off the coast of Venezuela in the
60s. I was probably only 7 or 8 years old but I was fascinated by the strands of pearls of differing sizes and
shapes in pastel shades that were being sold on the
white sandy beaches. I wasn’t the only one attracted
to those gorgeous treasures. I remember European
and American women jostling to see, touch and of
course buy strands and strands of beautiful natural
pearls. That is also when it dawned on me that pearls
were not just pretty, but also valuable.
After Eight Coin Pearl Cuff
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introduction

The two tiered necklaces feature coin-shaped, rice-shaped and
semi-round freshwater pearls
Cultured pearls originated in Japan where, in the 30s,
farmers by Lake Biwa were able to achieve saltwater
pearls in beautiful natural colours, never seen before.
The majority of our modern freshwater pearls are
cultivated in China, where pearl production has been
revolutionised. Today’s Chinese pearls rival Biwa
quality in shape, luster and colour.

Pearls come in many colours and shades, from the
most popular silvery-white, ivory and cream to pink,
red, copper and even purple, blue and green. Pearls
generally reflect the colour of the shell in which they
are formed but are also influenced by the water
quality. Permanent dyes are used to create deeper,
more saturated colours.

To cultivate pearls, a mussel is opened and a small
piece of live tissue from another mussel is inserted.
The mussel can’t expel the foreign material so, in
order to reduce the irritation, it coats it with nacre,
an iridescent substance secreted by the mantle and
used for building the shell of the mollusc. To ensure
roundness, the Chinese re-shape rejected pearls into
spheres before nucleating them into the mussel.

Better quality pearls have thick overlapping layers of
nacre. When judging the value of a pearl, its quality
(including its roundness) is far more important than
its size. The best pearls will reflect a shiny object
placed next to them, assuming the light is good.
While smooth, round pearls without pits, dents or
lumps seem to be preferred by most people, I love
7

introduction
Memory wire cuffs
displaying some of the
huge variety available
in freshwater pearls
and coloured pearls

pearls with imperfections. To me, each so-called flaw were purchased while on holiday in Hawaii, although
makes them unique and gives them character! I also not all originated there.
favour the natural colours such as those used in the
Flower Garden Cuff and enjoy mixing subtle shades. I have found Fire Mountain Gems an amazing source
for pearls because their descriptions are so good and
In addition to natural or cultured pearls, there are they also grade the pearls so you know what you are
now high-quality manufactured glass pearls, as used getting for your money!
in the CrissCross Bracelets. I am particularly taken
with the superb quality of Crystal Nacre Pearls by It is my sincere hope that you will recreate some of
Preciosa. The crystal ball core has several coats of these designs and in doing so that you’ll share my
nacre applied using technology that imitates the love of ‘simply stunning pearls’!
natural creation of pearls. The gloss coating makes
them indistinguishable from genuine pearls and they
LINKS
are highly resistant to abrasion, UV radiation and even
to alcohol-based perfumes. They come in a range of
See also my video Introduction to this ebook on
colours and shapes very similar to those found in
YouTube
nature. They are excellent value for money.
I would love to hear about your Simply Stunning
Pearls projects. Contact me through my Facebook
page or my website:

Pearls are available from many different sources. I
love to buy beads and in particular, pearls, wherever
and whenever I travel. That way, they become even
more special because they bring back fond memories.
Many of the freshwater pearls I have used in this book

www.carolynschulz.com
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P ro j ects using
St re t chy C o rd
Stretchy cord helps us to make very clever jewellery:
rings that stay in place rather than swinging around
the finger in that irritating way, and braceIets that fit
snugly to the wrist or arm. Another big benefit is the
dispensing of any need for fasteners.
Here we have designs for single-strand and doublestrand rings, and the famous Cha Cha Bracelets (as
seen on the cover), with matching rings.

Single-strand rings using two coin pearls and (right)
a baroque pearl
tips:
• I like to work from the reel
of stretchy cord/floss to reduce
wastage
• If the white stretchy cord
shows through between darker
beads – use permanent marker to
colour the cord!
• On smaller pieces, such as
rings, the stretchy cord/floss can
show, particularly where there is a
change of bead shape or size, such
as between flat daisy spacers and
larger focus beads. Use tiny round
metal beads or seed beads to hide
the cord.

Turquoise & Pearl ChaCha Bracelet and Ring
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P u ri t y Ri n g

In this, the first of two double-strand stretch rings,
I have used colour, or almost the lack of colour, to
create a statement which brings to mind the name
chosen, Purity.
The rough haphazard surface of the baroque pearl
is enhanced by light and shadow, while sparkling
diamanté spacers frame the focal pearl and form a
break before the continuing opaque crystals.The only
hint of colour comes from the AB (aurora borealis)
reflections in the crystal facets.

17

You will need:
•

7-8 mm baroque cultured freshwater pearl

•

2 silver-plated diamanté rondelle spacers, each
5 x 2 mm

•

40-50 white AB (aurora borealis) faceted crystal
rondelles, each 2 x 3 mm

•

24 cm stretchy cord or stretchy floss

•

Clear nail varnish

•

Scissors

•

Split eye needle

Pea ch y C h a C h a B r a c e let

This is one of my very favourite bracelets of all time!
Not only does it combines gorgeous freshwater
pearls in tone-on-tone shades of cream and peach,
but it also has accents of sparkling faceted crystals
and glistening silver stardust beads.
Each bead is placed on a head pin and attached using
a coil loop. Making these loops is so easy that the
bracelet builds quickly before your eyes as you add
the pearls and beads. I find this process particularly satisfying. With a ring that matches, the Cha Cha
Bracelet is fun and comfortable to wear and almost
always generates a compliment or two!
Peachy Cha Cha Bracelet, with
Pearl & Crystal Cha Cha Ring
21

P ro j ects using
M e m o r y W ire
Memory wire has the very useful property of holding
whatever shape you manipulate it into, and like the
stretchy cord, dispensing with any need for fasteners.
This makes it ideal for sophisticated bracelets that
coil around the wrist several times, and for cuff-type
bracelets that hold themselves in place on your wrist.
Here we have designs for two coiled bracelets (right),
one of which uses curved tubes called 'noodles',
which work well with the wire. Then the four cuff
bracelets are a great opportunity to show off some
delicious pearls in different shapes and colours.
tip:
•

AWAYS use memory-wire shears when cutting
memory wire
(above)
Coiled Noodle Bracelet (right),
with Sophisticated Coiled
Bracelet

These four memory wire cuffs
are described in this section.
They all use a similar
technique, with spacers holding
two or more coils of memory
wire in position. Sometimes,
large pearls perform the role of
'spacers' within the design
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Coi le d N ood l e B r a c e l e t

Coiled memory wire bracelets are such fun to wear
and are so quick and easy to make! Here I used
'noodles’ (curved metal tube beads) and round silver
beads to enhance the beauty of two types of freshwater pearl with contrasting shapes and textures.
To suggest the colour of tropical seas and make this
a summer favourite, I have added sparkling crystal
rondelle beads in shades of aqua.
31

sophisticated coiled bracelet
5. Fill the remainder of the memory wire with riceshaped freshwater pearls, leaving enough memory
wire at the end to form a small loop (if necessary, use
memory wire shears to cut away excess wire). The
central coil with the red and black crystals and large
pearls should be framed on each side by a plain coil
of the small rice-shaped pearls. I like to position my
end loops so the distance between them is about a
third of the size of the coils, and they are at the back
of the bracelet. Make the loop so that the beads are
held closely and tightly to each other.
9. Make a dangle to hang on the end loop by
threading a black seed bead, a round freshwater
pearl, a silver bead cap and a silver bead onto a ballend head pin. Form a wrapped loop (see video) BUT
make sure to attach the dangle to the memory wire
loop at one end of the bracelet BEFORE making the
wraps (see video). Make a second dangle and attach
to the loop at the other end of the bracelet.

Jem-like crystal bicone beads

The fancy central coil with red and black bicone crystals is
framed by coils of rice-shaped freshwater pearls
37

F lo w er G a r d e n C u f f

The richness of these beautiful thyme-coloured
freshwater pearls suggests to me a touch of
foliage between delicate pewter flowers, creating a
precious bracelet cuff with a touch of whimsy. The
antiqued flowers are actually two-holed spacer
bars in disguise. They are the key to this design
because they hold in position the two strands of
memory wire, containing the two rows of pearls.
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flower garden cuff
Form small loops at the end of each wire
6. You should have enough memory wire at the
end of each wire to form a small loop (if necessary,
use memory wire shears to cut away excess wire).
Make the loop so that the beads and spacers are held
closely and tightly to each other.
7. Now to finish the ends of your cuff. String a daisy
spacer onto a ball-end head pin. Pass the head pin
through one memory wire loop, then through a pearl
and then through the other memory wire loop (on
the same side). Add another daisy spacer. Form a
small wrapped loop. See video: Finishing the Ends of
the Cuff.
8. Make a dangle to hang on the wrapped loop you
have just created by threading a pearl onto a ball-end
head pin and forming a wrapped loop (see video).
BUT attach the dangle to the wrapped loop made in
Step 7 BEFORE making the wraps (see video).
9. Repeat Steps 7–8 on the other end of the cuff.

Close-up of the cuff ends, showing the
daisy spacer bars, wrapped loops
and dangles
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P ro j ects using
B e a ding W ire
Beading wire, sometimes called ‘tiger tail’, is great for
stringing beads and, because of its flexibility and durability, it is one of the most widely used materials
in bead jewellery. It is made up of several strands of
steel wire, twisted tightly and then covered with a
nylon coating.
The next few projects show the diversity that
beading wire lends itself to: the weaving technique
of the CrissCross Bracelets; the different stringing
methods of the Double Noodle, the Winding Pearl
Charm and the Pearl & Crystal Helix bracelets as
well as both tiered necklaces; and the floating bead
technique used on the Floating Heart Pendant and
Floating Pearl Lariat necklaces.

(above) Double noodle
bracelets on beading wire
tip:
• Be sure that all gaps between
beads are removed (unless you are
'floating' beads) before crimping,
but don’t pull or stretch the
beading wire too tight as that can
make the piece stiff, with little or
no movement.

The two tiered necklaces:
Pearl & Crystal Tiered Necklace,
and Pearl & Aqua Tiered Necklace
54

P u rple P a s s i on
Cr issC ros s B r a c e l e t

In the first of our two CrissCross bracelets,
deep-purple seed beads create a delicate woven
web around pale-lavender glass pearls, enhanced by
the sparkle of crystal bicones with an AB (aurora
borealis) finish. It is surprisingly easy to create this
complicated and stylish bracelet, because of the
flexibility of beading wire.
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Flo ati n g H e a r t
Pe n dan t N e c kl a c e

Here we 'float' beads on the wire, using small
crimps on each side of the beads to hold them
in place, and create the illusion of randomly
suspended beads.
A smattering of small faceted oval jet beads
and opaque red rondelles draws attention
to the striking combination of small button
and coin-shaped freshwater pearls, which
enhances the stylish heart pendant. This is a
great design for creating a unique necklace
around any chosen pendant.
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P earl & C r y s t a l
H elix B r a c e l e t

Jet-black faceted crystal rondelles
emphasise the delicate beauty
of the ivory glass pearls on this
attractive bracelet. The simplicity of the main design lends itself
perfectly to an ornate floral clasp,
which could easily be worn as if
it were the front of the piece.
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freshwater pearl charm bracelet

Attach the beads on alternate sides of the chain links, to give an
even spread of charms throughout the design.
The diamanté lobster clasp complements the fancy chain
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C aro ly n Sc h u l z

Carolyn Schulz is a freelance craft designer, teacher,
TV guest and businesswoman. Her experience ranges
from scrapbooking to Christmas decorations, but for
over 20 years, Carolyn has focused her attention on
jewellery design.

in the UK and USA. She loves to share her talent in
the form of teaching classes.
Carolyn loves to share with others her lifetime
passion of being creative. She hopes that this book,
will inspire you to make beautiful pearl jewellery
using the simple techniques she has described.

Working in both the British, European and American
market for over 30 years, she has edited three
popular craft magazines, and this is her seventh book. Contact Carolyn through her Facebook page or her
website:
Her designs are widely used by magazines, retailers,
manufacturers and she is a regular guest on craft TV www.carolynschulz.com
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