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To go to chapters or projects, click on the headings here, use the Bookmark links (click on the
icon at the top left of the Adobe Reader window)
or scroll through the page Thumbnails (click on
the icon next to the Bookmarks).
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Using this ebook: tips
• If you have any problems printing from this file
or viewing the video, the first thing to try is downloading and installing the latest version of Adobe
Reader (even if you already have the latest version).
NOTE: if you have downloaded your ebook, make
sure you are viewing it in Adobe Reader, NOT the
browser or a default pdf reader used by your computer (which will often seem to be fine until you try
to view the embedded video). Adobe Reader may
prompt you to download Flash, if you don't already
have it on your computer. There is much more information on downloading and using our ebooks on our
website, see www.vivebooks.com
• On iPhone, iPad, Android devices and Kindle Fire,
currently the best pdf reader is ezPDFReader, which
will play the embedded video. For more information
on transferring your ebook to your iPad or tablet go
to: www.vivebooks.com

Candy Canes from Beaded Christmas Decorations

• Copy the PDF file to your computer's hard disk,
if you bought it on a disk – it will work faster from View' buttons on your toolbar, to act like the Back
there.
and Forward button on your Internet browser.
Right-click/Control-click the toolbar, go to More
• Browse through this ebook by scrolling through Tools and select these tools by clicking their boxes.
the pages as with any document, or by using the
Adobe Reader Bookmarks (like an interactive con- • Use the zoom tool to zoom in on close-up
tents list) and page Thumbnails – they will take you details in photographs, and see the beadwork
quickly to the chapter, project or page you need greatly enlarged. Activate the 'Marquee zoom' to
when you click on that page or project in the list. drag a box around the area you want to enlarge.
These Bookmarks and Thumbnails are activated
by clicking on their icons (looking like tiny pag- • Print out pages for easy and portable reference.
es) at the top left of your Adobe Reader window. Each project gives the page numbers for that project,
so you know which pages to print out.When printing
• The Contents list on page 3 is also interactive. out templates, make sure that you switch off any 'shrink
Click on any of the chapters in the list to go to that to fit' or similar commands in your print dialogue
page.
box to avoid changing the size of the templates. The
pages print out well on A4 and US Letter paper sizes.
• Use links to go directly to other pages within this
ebook or to web pages. Click on the links, shown in • Use the search facility to find specific subjects.
blue, eg: Katie Dean's Bead Flowers. If you click on
the blue text it will take you to Katie's website, when • To play a video, click on the image. Wait
you are connected to the Internet.
a few seconds for it to start. A controller will appear underneath so that you can play/start/stop etc.
• So that you can quickly find the page you were To close the video and go back to the pages, click on
last viewing, activate the 'Previous View' and 'Next the top right corner of the video screen.
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I n t r oduction

Christmas is a time to share with friends and family
and I express that idea by making something personal for the people I love or want to thank. For
many years I have been making beaded decorations
and gifts to give friends at Christmas. It has become
a tradition. I also make a ‘Keepsake card’ each year
as a way of giving some friends a smaller token.
Every year I am stretched to come up with a new
idea.
In this series of three ebooks I aim to present a
range of projects that are suitable for all skill levels, to use as many different techniques as possible
and enable you to choose a ‘quick make’ that you
can give to lots of friends, or a more complicated
project for those really special people in your life.
Holly Wreath Jewellery Set
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introduction

amount of time it will take to complete. These three
ebooks are designed very much to be used together,
Given the number of years I have been creating – many of the videos cover techniques used in proChristmas beadwork, it is no wonder that it soon jects across the series.
became clear that we needed to produce three volumes in this series: Beaded Christmas Table, Beaded I hope you will enjoy making these projects and sharChristmas Decorations and Beaded Christmas Gifts & ing a beaded Christmas with your friends and family.
Cards. I have arranged the projects in themes according to the type of project, so you can choose (I recommend that you read the information in Using
to decorate the Christmas dinner table, your home, this ebook: tips!). If you have any queries, feel free to
your tree, the cards and presents you give, or make contact me via my website.
something new to wear to those Christmas parties.
See also my video Introduction on YouTube.
Some of the projects can be adapted for other occasions throughout the year and I have suggested a few Katie Dean
ideas to think about. Each project is clearly marked
with its skill level, the techniques required and the www.beadflowers.co.uk
Projects from Beaded Christmas Table
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Bea d ing Toolkit
In this volume, the projects include a mixture of tra- b e a d i n g m at s
ditional bead-weaving using needle and thread, and Mats are available from most good bead shops and
French beading using wire. The toolkit for each is I would recommend investing in one. However, you
can use a piece of fabric instead. Pick something that
slightly different.
has just enough texture, but not too much – velvet
Off-loom bead-weaving
is a good option. If the material is too smooth (eg
silk), the beads will just roll off it. If it is too textured
Basic tools for off-loom bead-weaving:
(eg towelling), you will lose the tiny beads. Look for
• beading needle,
a fabric that contrasts with the colour of your beads
• embroidery scissors,
so you can see them easily and avoid eye strain.
• a beading mat,
threads
• thread,
There is now a huge variety of thread, and many
• thread conditioner,
people have their personal preference. I have used
• beads.
Nymo, size D or Fireline for all these projects. I
also use KO thread from time to time. You need a
beading needles
thread that is not going to split or tangle easily, and
Needles are available from bead shops or online in is sufficiently strong and fine to pass several times
various sizes, but you will be best working with a size through tiny beads.
10 or 13. Any length is fine, so experiment and see
which you find most comfortable. If you are having Nymo and KO thread are both nylon multi-strand
problems passing the needle through the tiny beads, beading threads, originally developed for the
then swap to a finer needle.
upholstery industry. The multiple strands mean these
threads can split which would weaken your beadwork
scissors
and could even result in holes. Such threads can also
Beading or embroidery scissors are best for cutting be torn when passing through glass beads – this is
the thread as close as possible to the beads, to pre- a particular problem when working with Swarovski
vent untidy ends.
Crystals which can have very sharp edges. However,
if you work carefully and remember to use a thread

Basic beading kit for off-loom beadweaving: mat, thread, needle, thread
conditioner and beading scissors (you
could use embroidery scissors)
7

beading toolkit

Snowman and Family Christmas Keepsake Cards, Robin
Charm and Advent Candle gift tag
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T ip s f or Beading
If you are an experienced beader, you will probably
have developed or been taught your own favourite
methods for adding new threads, finishing off ends
and so forth. If you are still learning, this section gives
methods that I have found to work for me. Every
beading book you read will suggest something different, so always remain open to change and experiment
to find out what produces the best results and makes
you feel comfortable.

Thread Length
Thread length is a personal preference. If you use a
length of thread that is too short, you will find yourself constantly having to join new threads, which is
fiddly and makes the beadwork less strong. Every

time you add a new thread you are potentially creating an area of weakness.
On the other hand, if you use a length of thread that
is too long, you will struggle to pull it through the
beads comfortably and it is more likely to become
tangled. Personally I find a length of roughly a full
armspan is about right.

Bead-weaving Organisation
Establish a few basic rules for your working space.
When using multiple colours or types of bead, separate each type into a distinct pile. Some patterns use
letters to label the beads and refer to the letters in
the instructions.Write a label for each pile on a small

Christmas tree
decorations from
Beaded Christmas
Decorations
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tips for beading

piece of paper, so you will know which beads to pick fore you start working on that row.Then, if you reach
up as you work. If your pattern refers to the bead the end of the row and find you have too many or
type rather than a letter, write this on the paper.
too few beads, you know you have made a mistake.
You can check and correct as you go rather than findFind a quick method for identifying the beads. You ing the mistake in several rows’ time when you will
could just create piles of beads on your mat, or use need to undo a lot of work.
a shallow upturned lid for each type so that the piles
are separated and will not roll into one another.
There are more detailed instructions on bead weaving in my ebook: Beaded Cakes in Miniature. In that
Some patterns give the number of beads required in ebook there is also a pattern for a Christmas cake
each row. Separate out the beads for each row be- that would make a perfect Christmas decoration!

The Christmas cake from Beaded Cakes in Miniature
11

Us in g t he Patterns
The introduction to each project includes:
•
•
•
•

list of the tools and materials you will need,
list of techniques used,
guide to the difficulty level
guide to the time it will take to complete.

The elves indicate the difficulty level: one elf for basic,
2 elves for intermediate and 3 elves for advanced!
The projects are divided into those that will take under 1 hour, others that will take 1–2 hours, and a few
that will take over 2 hours.
The timings are designed as an approximate guide,
so if you are making the project for the first time,
you may find it takes a little longer until you have
become accustomed to the instructions.

Two elves means an intermediate level of difficulty

The levels are also designed to provide a rough indication and I have graded them with consideration for
the technique, rather than the ability in beadwork as
a whole. So, a basic right angle weave project should
feel basic to someone who is familiar with that technique, but if you have never attempted this stitch,
even though you have reached a high level in other
stitches, you may still find the right angle weave pro-

ject challenging simply because the stitch is unfamiliar.
I hope this will encourage you to have a go at some
techniques that you might not normally use.
On the following pages you will find videos guiding
you through the basic techniques used for the projects, so please refer to them as you work in conjunction with the specific instructions for each project.

The Snow & Ice Set is advanced
level of difficulty and will take over 2
hours to make
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G if t s for Her
Here are two jewellery sets that
make perfect gifts, and great party
wear. The Holly Wreath Set is a lot of
fun for the festive season and is quite
quick and easy to make. The Snow &
Ice Set is more advanced, using some
of the new shapes of seed bead in
cubic right angle weave to create a
textured rope with sparkly clasp.
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Hol ly Wrea t h Je w e l l e r y
This holly wreath jewellery set is quick
and easy to make – ideal for a little festive
fun when you’re going out. It uses basic
right angle weave with embellishment in a
variety of bead colours. The wreaths can
be made in different sizes by using larger
or smaller beads. They also look great
dressing your Christmas tree!
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holly wreath jewellery
Earrings
Use size 15 beads throughout to make two wreaths
for the earrings. As you have no variation in size, in
row 4, just add 3 green beads instead of 5.
To attach the 5mm solid ring, as you work row 3, on
one of the stitches, pick up one (C) bead, the ring,
another (C) bead and pass into the next (A) bead,
then continue the row as normal. Attach the earring
findings to this ring.
Holly Wreath Earrings

The complete Holly Wreath set
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G ift s for Him

I find it difficult to make beaded gifts for the men in my
life, but I still want to give them something with a personal
touch: hence these beaded cuff links and pens. The beaded
pens have been around for a while now and they make
lovely gifts for anyone because they can be personalised. So
why not have a go yourself at creating designs that suit the
recipient of your gift.
46
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S eries

Go to Vivebooks.com to
see our special discount
for buying two or all three
ebooks together, as downloads or on CD.
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Ka t i e Dean

Katie Dean is a prizewinning beader, teacher and
author who sells her designs and kits through her
company Bead Flowers. Her previous ebooks for
Vivebooks are Bead Flowers and Wedding Bouquets,
and Beaded Cakes in Miniature. She has published her
own beading books: her latest is Sweet Treats. Katie
has won beading competitions in the UK and USA,
most notably twice winning the Beadwork biennial
competition. At the British Bead Awards 2010 she
won Best in Show; in 2012 she won a second and
third place. In 2009 she reached the semi-finals of
the International Swarovski ‘Create Your Style’ competition.
Contact Katie via her website:
www.beadflowers.co.uk
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