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Chapter 1: Introduction
Who is an IT Business Analyst?

An IT Business Analyst (BA) serves as a critical conduit between the business stakeholders
and the technology teams within an organization. The primary responsibility of an IT BA is to
understand business objectives and translate them into technical requirements that
developers, testers, and project managers can execute. In essence, the BA ensures that IT
solutions meet business needs, are feasible to implement, and are aligned with strategic
goals.

Unlike developers or testers, who work within defined technical boundaries, BAs operate at
the intersection of business and technology. They interpret the language of business—
profits, customers, regulations—and convert it into system-level requirements—data
flows, APIs, interface specifications, and logic rules. They must think strategically and
tactically, bridging long-term vision with real-time execution.

Key facets of an IT Business Analyst's role include:
¢ Understanding the business environment, goals, and challenges
e Eliciting, analyzing, and validating functional and non-functional requirements
e Creating documentation that supports the software development life cycle (SDLC)

e Collaborating with cross-functional teams including developers, UX designers, QA,
and management

e Supporting the implementation and adoption of IT systems through training and
change management

Why IT Business Analysts Matter

In today's digitally-driven economy, the pace of innovation and the complexity of IT systems
are growing rapidly. This makes the role of the IT Business Analyst not just relevant but
essential for business continuity, system effectiveness, and user satisfaction.

1. They Align IT with Business Strategy

BAs ensure that IT investments are not made in isolation. Every requirement and system
feature must map to a measurable business outcome—be it cost reduction, customer
satisfaction, compliance, or speed to market.



