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Adding CSS Classes to Regions and
Fields
The HTML markup that is generated by Display Suite and Drupal is not the leanest. Often the CSS
classes which are added are very generic like group-left and group-right. When you need to style
a region or field sometimes it can be really helpful if you can add custom CSS classes to elements.
Luckily for us, Display Suite allows you to define your own CSS classes for regions and fields.

In this chapter, we’ll continue working on the “Latest articles” block view that we created previously.
We’ll create a CSS class called latest-articles-left for the left region and latest-articles-

right for the right.

Fig 3.0: Markup generated by Display Suite.

Let’s go ahead and add extra CSS classes.

How-to

1. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” (admin/structure/ds) and click on the “CSS classes” tab.

2. In the “CSS classes for regions” text area add the following code, then click on the “Save
configuration” button.

1 latest-articles-left|Latest articles left

2 latest-articles-right|Latest articles right
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Fig 3.1: The “CSS classes for regions” text area.

3. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” and click on “Manage display” within the Article row. Click on
“Block teaser” in the top right corner.

4. Click on the “Custom classes” vertical tab option and you should see the CSS classes within the
select boxes.

5. Select the “Latest articles left” class within the “Class for left” drop-down box and “Latest articles
right” class within the “Class for right” drop-down box. Once everything has been selected click on
Save.
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Fig 3.2: The “Custom classes” vertical tab option.

Now if you refresh the homepage and view the HTML source you should see the custom CSS classes
within the wrapping DIV.
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Fig 3.3: Generated markup with custom class.

Region Wrappers

You saw how easy it was to add customCSS classes to elements. Now let’s change the actual elements
themselves. Display Suite uses the DIV element by default to wrap all regions, however, wrappers
can be changed.

Custom region wrappers allow you to use different tags for specific regions. You could use HEADER
for the header region and FOOTER for the footer region.

Let’s now do that to the “Latest articles” block.

How-to

1. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” (admin/structure/ds) and click on “Manage display” within the
Article row. Click on “Block teaser” in the top right corner.

2. Click on the “Custom wrappers” vertical tab option.

3. Select Header within the “Wrapper for Header” drop-down list and Footer within the “Wrapper
for Footer” drop-down list. Finally, select Article within the “Layout wrapper” drop-down list and
click on Save.

Your selected options should look like Fig 3.4.
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Fig 3.4: The “Custom wrappers” vertical tab option.

Go back to the homepage and view the source. You should see the selected wrapper tags.
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Fig 3.5: Generated markup with custom wrapper selection.

Adding CSS Classes to Fields

Now that you know how to add CSS classes to regions, let’s do the same for fields. We’ll add latest-
articles-image to the image and latest-articles-text to the trimmed body field to the “Latest
articles” block.

How-to

1. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” (admin/structure/ds) and click on the “CSS classes” tab.

2. In the “CSS classes for fields” text area add the following code, then click on the “Save
configuration” button.

1 latest-articles-image|Latest articles image

2 latest-articles-text|Latest articles text
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Fig 3.6: The “CSS classes for fields” text area.

Now that we’ve defined our CSS classes, let’s assign them to fields. To do this we need to enable
the “Display Suite Extras” sub-module. To tell you the truth, I don’t know why it’s required. When
assigning classes to regions the sub-module is not required but with fields it is.

3. Go to Modules and enable the “Display Suite Extras” sub-module.

4. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” and click on the “Extras” tab.

Fig 3.7: The Extras tab on the “Display Suite” page.
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5. Check the “Enable Field Templates” checkbox and click on “Save configuration”.

Fig 3.8: The “Enable Field Templates” checkbox on the Extras page.

Field templates allow you to change the HTML markup used on individual fields. Display Suite
comes with four field templates: “Drupal default”, “Full Reset”, Minimal and Expert.

The same functionality also allows you to add CSS classes to fields, this is what we’re after. Just
remember, this functionality not only lets you use different templates it also allows you to assign
CSS classes to fields.

4. Go to Structure, “Display Suite” and click on “Manage display” within the Article row. Click on
“Block teaser” in the top right corner.

5. Click on the cogwheel within the Image field and you should notice two extra field settings. Select
“Latest articles image” from “Choose additional CSS classes for the field”, then click on Update.
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Fig 3.9: Select “Latest articles image” class on Image field.

6. Now, click on the cogwheel within the Body field and select “Latest articles text” and click on
Update.



Adding CSS Classes to Regions and Fields 10

Fig 3.10: Select “Latest articles text” class on Body field.

7. Once you’ve assigned CSS classes to fields, scroll to the bottom and click on Save.

8. Go to the homepage and inspect the HTML within the “Latest articles” block and you should see
the CSS classes on each field.

Fig 3.12: Customised generated markup.
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Chapter Summary

In this chapter, we looked into powerful functionality that allows you to change the markup that
Display Suite generates.

We learnt the following:

1. How to define custom CSS classes for regions and fields
2. How to change region elements
3. We discovered the field templates which allowed us to assign classes to fields
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