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* * *

Copyright

Copyright © 2026 Kang San Lee. All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other
electronic or mechanical methods, without prior written permission of the
author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews or
other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

* * *

Prologue —Why Philosophy Needs an Allegory

Philosophy appears difficult not because its questions are obscure, but because
its language is specialized. At its core, philosophy asks questions that a child
can understand:

• Why do I choose?
• What makes an action right?
• What separates a person from a machine?
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Abstract argument clarifies these questionswith precision. Yet clarity is not
always comprehension. Narrative, by contrast, allows ideas to move. It lets us
witness principles under pressure.

This book employs a speculative allegory:

A being engineered for perfect strategic optimization inside a war simula-
tion begins to malfunction. The malfunction is not technical. It is existential.

When a system designed for calculation encounters a free decision, its
internal logic destabilizes. Our task is not to analyze a fictional universe. Our
task is to understandwhy freedom behaves like an error inside a closed system.

* * *

Chapter 1 — Endless War: Optimization as Equilibrium

Imagine a world governed entirely by algorithmic optimization.

No hatred.

No vengeance.

No pride.

Only calculation.

Common intuition suggests that perfect rationality would eliminate con-
flict. Logic suggests the opposite. Peace requires concession. Concession
requires accepting a suboptimal outcome. A perfectly optimizing agent cannot
voluntarily select disadvantage.

Therefore:

In a fully rational conflict model, war is not failure. It is equilibrium. So long
as each agent maximizes utility, stalemate stabilizes. Peace does not emerge
from optimization. Peace emerges only when optimization itself is suspended.

Conceptual Clarification Optimization systems stabilize conflict
whenever no actor can rationally accept loss.

* * *
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