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Getting Started
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.

Unsure How to Get Started? Try Author Quickstart!
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


How to Write on Leanpub
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Previewing and publishing
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


Basic formatting
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


Markdown and Markua
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


Generate a preview version of your book
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


Either read a tutorial, or just go for it!
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.

Read the tutorial…
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.


…or just go for it!
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.



Thanks for being a Leanpub author!
This content is not available in the sample book. The book can be purchased on Leanpub at https://leanpub.com/tagrdyofaleksei.





Writing in Markua


Writing in Markua is easy! You can learn most of what you need to know with just a few examples.




To make italic text you surround it with single asterisks. To make bold text you surround it with double asterisks.




Section One


You can start new sections by starting a line with two # signs and a space, and then typing your section title.




Sub-Section One


You can start new sub-sections by starting a line with three # signs and a space, and then typing your sub-section title.






Including a Chapter in the Sample Book


At the top of this file, you will also see a line at the top:



1 {sample: true}





Leanpub has the ability to make a sample book, which interested readers can download or read online. If you add this line above a chapter heading, then when you publish your book, this chapter will be included in a separate sample book for these interested readers.





Links


You can add web links easily.




Here’s a link to the Leanpub homepage.





Images


You can add an image to your book in a similar way.




First, add the image to the “Resources” folder for your book. You will find the “Resources” folder under the “Manuscript” menu to the left.




If you look in your book’s “Resources” folder right now, you will see that there is an example image there with the file name “palm-trees.jpg”. Here’s how you can add this image to your book:




[image: ]



If you want to add a figure title, you put it in quotes:




[image: Palm Trees]
Figure 1. Palm Trees


If you want to add descriptive alt text, which is good for accessibility, you put it between the square brackets:




[image: a picture of palm trees against a blue sky]
Figure 2. Palm Trees


You can also set the alt text and/or the figure title in an attribute list:




[image: a picture of palm trees against a blue sky]
Figure 3. Palm Trees


Finally, if no title is provided, and the alt-title document setting is the default of all, the alt text will be used as the figure title instead of as alt text.




[image: Palm Trees]
Figure 4. Palm Trees


You can set the important document settings at Settings > Generation Settings.





Lists


Numbered Lists


You make a numbered list like this:





	
kale



	
carrot



	
ginger









Bulleted Lists


You make a bulleted list like this:





	
kale



	
carrot



	
ginger









Definition Lists


You can even have definition lists!





	term 1

	
definition 1a




	
definition 1b




	term 2

	
definition 2











Page Breaks


We don’t recommend that you manually break pages, since that is brittle and can lead to unexpected formatting if you edit text earlier in your chapter and forget about the manual page breaks. But if you really want to add a page break, you use the {pagebreak} directive on a line by itself, with blank lines above it and below it.










Code Samples


You can add code samples really easily. Code can be in separate files (a “local” resource) or in the manuscript itself (an “inline” resource).




Local Code Samples


Here’s a local code resource:




Figure 5. Hello World in Ruby 1 require 'time'
 2 
 3 # This is just some pointless code so you can see the syntax highlighting...
 4 def display_info
 5   pi = Math::PI.round(10)
 6   time_last_year = (Time.now - 365 * 24 * 60 * 60).getlocal("-08:00")
 7   formatted_time = time_last_year.strftime("%Y-%m-%d %H:%M:%S")
 8   puts "Pi to 10 decimal places: #{pi}"
 9   puts "The time 1 year ago in Pacific Time: #{formatted_time}"
10 end







Inline Code Samples


Inline code samples can either be spans or figures.




A span looks like puts "hello world" this.




A figure looks like this:



 1 require 'time'
 2 
 3 # This is just some pointless code so you can see the syntax highlighting...
 4 def display_info
 5   pi = Math::PI.round(10)
 6   time_last_year = (Time.now - 365 * 24 * 60 * 60).getlocal("-08:00")
 7   formatted_time = time_last_year.strftime("%Y-%m-%d %H:%M:%S")
 8   puts "Pi to 10 decimal places: #{pi}"
 9   puts "The time 1 year ago in Pacific Time: #{formatted_time}"
10 end





You can also add a figure title using the title attribute:



Figure 6. Hello World in Ruby 1 require 'time'
 2 
 3 # This is just some pointless code so you can see the syntax highlighting...
 4 def display_info
 5   pi = Math::PI.round(10)
 6   time_last_year = (Time.now - 365 * 24 * 60 * 60).getlocal("-08:00")
 7   formatted_time = time_last_year.strftime("%Y-%m-%d %H:%M:%S")
 8   puts "Pi to 10 decimal places: #{pi}"
 9   puts "The time 1 year ago in Pacific Time: #{formatted_time}"
10 end







Tables


You can insert tables easily inline, using the GitHub Flavored Markdown (GFM) table syntax:






	Header 1
	Header 2





	Content 1
	Content 2



	Content 3
	Content 4 Can be Different Length






Tables work best for numeric tabular data involving a small number of columns containing small numbers:






	Central Bank
	Rate





	JPY
	-0.10%



	EUR
	0.00%



	USD
	0.00%



	CAD
	0.25%






Definition lists are preferred to tables for most use cases, since reading a large table with many columns is terrible on phones and since typing text in a table quickly gets annoying.





Math


You can easily insert math equations inline using either spans or figures.




Here’s one of the kinematic equations [image: Code Test] inserted as a span inside a sentence.




Here’s some math inserted as a figure.



[image: Something Involving Sums]Figure 7. Something Involving Sums


Headings


Markua supports both of Markdown’s heading styles.




The preferred style, called atx headers, has the following meaning in Markua:



 1 {class: part}
 2 # Part
 3 
 4 This is a paragraph.
 5 
 6 # Chapter
 7 
 8 This is a paragraph.
 9 
10 ## Section
11 
12 This is a paragraph.
13 
14 ### Sub-section
15 
16 This is a paragraph.
17 
18 #### Sub-sub-section
19 
20 This is a paragraph.
21 
22 ##### Sub-sub-sub-section
23 
24 This is a paragraph.
25 
26 ###### Sub-sub-sub-sub-section
27 
28 This is a paragraph.





Note the use of three backticks in the above example, to treat the Markua like
inline code (instead of actually like headers).




The other style of headers, called Setext headers, has the following headings:



 1 {class: part}
 2 Part
 3 ====
 4 
 5 This is a paragraph.
 6 
 7 Chapter
 8 =======
 9 
10 This is a paragraph.
11 
12 Section
13 -------
14 
15 This is a paragraph.





Setext headers look nice, but only if you’re only using chapters and sections.
If you want to add sub-sections (or lower), you’ll be using atx headers for at
least some of your headers. My advice is to just use atx headers all the time.
(The {class: part} attribute list on a chapter header to make a part header
does actually work with Setext headers, but it’s really ugly.)




Note that while it is confusing and ugly to mix and match using atx and Setext
headers for chapters and sections in the same document, you can do it. However, please don’t.





Block quotes, Asides and Blurbs




Block quotes are really easy too.




—Peter Armstrong, Markua Spec








Asides are useful
for longer text.




But typing them like this
isn’t fun.




Asides can be written this way, since adding a bunch of A> stuff at the beginning of each line can get annoying with longer asides.



	
	
Blurbs are useful





	
	
Blurbs are useful






There are many types of blurbs, which will be familiar to you if you’ve ever read a computer programming book.



	[image: An icon indicating this blurb contains comments]	
This is a discussion.






You can also specify them this way:



	[image: An icon indicating this blurb contains comments]	
This is a discussion





	[image: An icon of a bug]	
This is an error.





	[image: An icon indicating this blurb contains information]	
This is information.





	[image: An icon of a question-circle]	
This is a question. (Not a question in a Markua course; those are done differently!)





	[image: An icon of a key]	
This is a tip.





	[image: An icon indicating this blurb contains a warning]	
This is a warning.





	[image: An icon of a pencil]	
This is an exercise. (Not an exercise in a Markua course; those are done differently!)







Good luck, have fun!


If you’ve read this far, you’re definitely the right type of person to be here!




Our last piece of advice is simple: once you have a couple chapters completed, publish your book in-progress!




This approach is called Lean Publishing. It’s why Leanpub is called Leanpub.




If you want to learn more about Lean Publishing, read this or watch this.




Tagrdy of Aleksei




The stars were never silent.
At least, that’s what Aleksei used to believe.




From the observation deck of the Vera IX, space seemed alive—-whispering in radiation pulses, glowing in distant supernovae, breathing in the slow drift of galaxies. It comforted him during the long missions, when months stretched into something shapeless and time lost meaning.




“Beautiful, isn’t it?” he once said.




No one answered.




By then, no one could.




It began with a tremor—-so faint Aleksei thought it was fatigue. The ship’s systems flickered for half a second, then stabilized. Routine anomaly. Nothing unusual for a vessel pushing beyond charted sectors.




He logged it anyway.




Minutes later, the alarms screamed.




A collision alert—-impossible, according to navigation. There was nothing out here. No debris fields, no asteroids, no wreckage. Just empty coordinates in a forgotten patch of space.




Then something hit them.




Not hard. Not even violent. Just enough.




Enough to break everything.




The Vera IX didn’t explode. That would have been merciful.




Instead, systems failed one by one, like lights going out in a dying city. Life support staggered. Artificial gravity flickered. The hull groaned—-not cracking, not yet, but complaining, as if it knew what was coming.




Aleksei floated through corridors lit only by emergency red, calling out names that echoed back to him, distorted and hollow.




“Yelena? Tomas? Anyone?”




Nothing.




The crew had been in the engineering section—-the impact zone.




He didn’t go there.




He already understood.




The log entries became shorter after that.




**Day 1
**Systems failing. Communications offline. Attempting repair.




**Day 3
**No contact. Oxygen reserves stable for now.




**Day 6
**Stars look wrong. Navigation still broken.




That was when Aleksei noticed it.




The stars were wrong.




Constellations he had memorized no longer aligned. Familiar clusters had shifted, stretched—-like reflections in warped glass. It wasn’t drift. It wasn’t time.




It was something else.




He recalibrated the sensors manually. Checked the data twice. Then a third time.




The ship wasn’t moving.




Space was.




Panic came quietly.




Not as a scream, but as a realization: whatever they had collided with wasn’t debris. It wasn’t natural. It wasn’t even visible.




But it was there.




And it had changed everything.




**Day 10
**Something is outside.




He saw it first as a distortion—-a ripple against the stars, like heat rising from invisible fire. It surrounded the ship, not touching, just… waiting.




He turned off the observation lights and pressed his face to the glass.




The ripple moved.




Not randomly. Not drifting.




It reacted.




To him.




“Hello?” he whispered.




The word fogged the glass for a moment, then vanished.




The ripple tightened.




Sleep became impossible after that.




Every time Aleksei closed his eyes, he felt watched—-not by cameras, not by systems, but by something vast and patient.




He tried to focus on repairs. Tried to restore propulsion, to send a signal, to do anything.




But the ship resisted him. Circuits burned out. Interfaces froze. It was as if the Vera IX no longer belonged to him.




Or to humanity at all.




**Day 14
**It is learning.




The ripple began to change shape—-subtle at first, then unmistakable.




It mirrored the ship.




Not perfectly. Not physically. But conceptually, as if it were trying to understand what the Vera IX was.




What he was.




Aleksei returned to the observation deck.




“You don’t understand,” he said aloud. “I’m alone.”




The ripple pulsed.




For the first time, it moved closer.




The hull didn’t rupture.




It simply… opened.




No explosion. No tearing metal. Just a silent unfolding, like petals of a flower made of steel.




The vacuum should have taken him instantly.




It didn’t.




There was no air, no sound, no sensation of cold. Only a vast, endless presence wrapping around him, inside him, through him.




He couldn’t breathe—-but he didn’t need to.




He couldn’t move—-but he wasn’t trapped.




He was something else now.




And then, he understood.




The ripple wasn’t an object.




It was a question.




Aleksei’s final log was never recorded.




But if it had been, it might have read:




Day ?
I am not alone anymore.
I am no longer Aleksei.
And the stars—-
they were never silent.




I just didn’t know how to listen.




Far away, in mapped and measured space, a faint distortion appeared—-barely noticeable against the infinite dark.




It moved slowly.




Learning.




Listening.




Becoming.




And somewhere within it, something that had once been human watched the stars… and answered back.







  EPUB/resources/__leanpub_equation_1.png
d = Uﬂf -+ —Cth










EPUB/resources/__leanpub_equation_2.png






EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_pencil.png





EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_question-circle.png







EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_warning.png





EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_comments.png







EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_bug.png





EPUB/styles/resources/leanpub_info-circle.png





EPUB/resources/palm-trees.jpg





EPUB/media/resources/title_page.png
TAGRDY OF
' ALEKSEI







EPUB/resources/hello.rb
require 'time'

# This is just some pointless code so you can see the syntax highlighting...
def display_info
  pi = Math::PI.round(10)
  time_last_year = (Time.now - 365 * 24 * 60 * 60).getlocal("-08:00")
  formatted_time = time_last_year.strftime("%Y-%m-%d %H:%M:%S")
  puts "Pi to 10 decimal places: #{pi}"
  puts "The time 1 year ago in Pacific Time: #{formatted_time}"
end
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