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Smartphone Buying Checklist POWERFUL · BEAUTIFULLY SIMPLE.

Buying a new smartphone is a significant investment. Use this checklist to evaluate every essential factor before you swipe your card — so you get the right device for your lifestyle, needs, and budget. Good Tech. Brighter Days.

BUDGET & VALUE

Set a firm maximum budget before browsing

Compare total cost: device + case + accessories

Check carrier deals, trade-in offers, and installment plans

Evaluate cost-per-year over expected device lifespan

Look for refurbished / certified pre-owned options

OPERATING SYSTEM & ECOSYSTEM

Decide between iOS and Android based on daily workflow
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Confirm compatibility with your existing devices (laptop, tablet, earbuds)

Check cloud ecosystem: iCloud vs. Google Drive vs. Samsung Cloud

Evaluate app availability for your must-have apps

Consider family-sharing and smart home integrations

PERFORMANCE & HARDWARE

Review processor benchmark scores (AnTuTu / Geekbench)

Minimum 8 GB RAM for smooth multitasking

Choose storage tier: 128 GB / 256 GB / 512 GB

Check if expandable storage (microSD) is supported

Verify 5G support (Sub-6GHz and/or mmWave)

CAMERA SYSTEM

Check main sensor megapixels and aperture (f/1.8 or better)

Verify optical zoom level (2x / 3x / 5x / 10x)

Evaluate night mode and computational photography features

Check front camera resolution for video calls

Watch sample videos in 4K / slow-motion modes

BATTERY & CHARGING

Minimum 4,500 mAh battery capacity for all-day use

Check wired charging speed (30W+ preferred)
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Verify wireless charging capability (15W+ preferred)

Check reverse wireless charging for accessories

Review real-world battery life tests from tech reviewers

DISPLAY & DESIGN

Screen size fits your hand / pocket comfortably

AMOLED / LTPO display preferred (90Hz+ refresh rate)

Brightness rated 1,000 nits or higher for outdoor use

IP67 or IP68 water-resistance rating

Gorilla Glass or equivalent screen protection

SOFTWARE & SUPPORT

Check OS update commitment (minimum 3 years)

Verify security patch schedule

Review pre-installed bloatware situation

Confirm biometric options: Face ID / Fingerprint

Test in-store or review return/exchange policy

Tip: Read at least 3 independent tech reviews before purchasing. Visit the manufacturer's website for official specs.
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