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To the Prospective Reader


This book is being published serially, which means it’s not done yet, and that if you download it, you’ll be getting revisions and new parts of the book as I finish writing them. 


Charles Dickens is the best and most obvious example of this kind of publishing: he published many of his stories one chapter at a time, creating the story and characters as he went. If you had lived then you would have read his stories by subscribing to them and receiving them a chapter at a time. We are already seeing a swing back to this kind of publishing as many writers who cover certain topics on their blogs later republish the same content in book form.


Normally the “sample” offered for download on Leanpub would contain some part of the main text of the book. At this point, I’m including only the book’s introduction. 


There are some good reasons for this. One reason is that you can already get the book for free, if you’re really interested. You should read about the idea behind this book on its Leanpub web page (the address is with the copyright info further up) – if that doesn’t interest you, then a sample probably isn’t going be much help to you, not the way it might for a novel or a reference book. If it does interest you, then right now all I ask is that you download the actual book-in-progress – for free – as a formal statement of momentary interest, and in the process consider signing up for email updates as the writing progresses. You don’t have to enter your credit card number or get ads or anything; there’s no commitment beyond adding your notch to the tally of people who have downloaded the book.


That’s my side of the reasons behind not including a full sample. There’s another side that I believe has more to do with your interests as a reader.


In the past, there have been ambitious, long term projects on the Internet that I’ve kept my eye on. I’ve even had the good fortune to have started such a project myself: a podcast I’ve been writing and producing since 2008, which has a small but growing community of listeners. These projects, and the loose-knit group of interesting folks that followed them, became a sort of thread that popped up intermittently through stages in my life. We find the same effect in varying degrees with musicians and actors; they become a small part of the atmosphere, a bit-motif in the soundtrack to our lives. 


I would like Noise of Creation to be one of those threads that can come back to you once a month or once a year.


The book will be free until the first one hundred headings are completed. At that point, I’ll gauge the interest, set some kind of minimum price for any future readers, and then this sample will include a good large chunk of the book. At that point, perhaps you and I will be the only ones left, or perhaps there will be a couple hundred of us.



  – Joel Alexander







Introduction



  “It is now nearly fifty years since I first projected a system of verbal classification similar to that on which the present work is founded.”




When I first happened to pick up an old copy of Roget’s Thesaurus at an antique store, with the words arranged in an elaborate hierarchy of meaning rather than alphabetically, the whole scheme struck me as a thing of subtle and arcane beauty. There’s something about a two hundred year old tree that makes it sort of portentous no matter what you hang on it.



  “I had often during that long interval…contemplated its extension and improvement; but a sense of the magnitude of the task, amidst a multiple of other avocations, deterred me from the attempt.”




From the moment I first saw that outline with its one thousand headings, I believe I looked on it as the canvas to a painting that had already been very lightly sketched and that, if anyone would just bother to paint it, would be one of the greatest paintings ever completed. The only trouble is that the canvas is the size of a city block. Who among us is fit to paint on such a scale?



  “Since my retirement…I resolved to embark in an undertaking which, for the last three or four years, has given me incessant occupation, and has, indeed, imposed upon me an amount of labour very much greater than I had anticipated.”




As I begin, the only design of which I’m aware is a desire to help men and women to Dream again – by which I mean, not to set high goals for themselves, but to welcome Strangeness itself. It might tickle one’s sense of paradox that I’m using such a dry and logical thing as an old, long outline as the vehicle for such a wet project, but I find no real inconsistency in it. Roget was the kind of person that would not have been a tinkerer if he had not also been a dreamer, a ranger on the strange fields of feelings that, being too definite for words, lie just outside of language.



  “I am fully aware of its numerous deficiencies and imperfections, and of its falling far short of the degree of excellence that might be attained. But, in a Work of this nature, where perfection is placed at so great a distance, I have thought it best to limit my ambition to that moderate share of merit which it may claim in its present form; trusting to the indulgence of those for whose benefit it is intended, and to the candour of critics who, while they find it easy to detect faults, can at the same time appreciate the difficulties.”





  P. M. Roget

April 29th, 1852
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