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A Guide to grinding Leetcode

By Abhishek Chaudhary

Leetcode is famous for being a perfect platform for practicing coding problems and to
master coding interviews, unlike others, it is not for competitive programming, this guide will
help you to get started with Leetcode without losing hope too early.

A Guide to grinding Leetcode

-~ LeetCooe

¢ Follow a list

¢ Avoid looking at solutions easily

¢ Interview Questions don't come with hints

¢ Be Consistent

¢ Turn Demotivation into learning opportunity
¢ Participate in contests

o Keep Hustling

Follow a list

Biggest reason why people don't find DSA interesting is because they are unable to
discover good problems which are easier to solve, simply solving popular questions with no
track of questions will bore you very quick. Even worse, you might try solving a really hard
problem and lose motivation when it wasn't that hard, you just had to get a grip on it. That's
why it's absolutely necessary to follow a list of questions, that way you won't have issues
discovering new questions.
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Solving problems in right order is very important,

you might see question marked easy which isn't actually easy, the solution will be small, but
sometimes, it isn't easy to come up with that solution if you haven't done simpler version of
it, thus, it will be demotivating,

Blind 75 Leetcode Questions

This is an awesome list which is asked in interviews and is ordered by actual level of
difficulty with prerequisites coming before harder questions, if you follow this, you'll feel
interested, once you have done most of this, do problems in “similar questions" section
below each problem till you master that category.

Once you feel confident, you can use this,
Leetcode Patterns

and solve problems by category, this will help you master a data structure or some
algorithm.

don't get afraid by “hard" questions, there is no hard problem which can't be broken up, try
to break it, you might not be able to solve it but you'll convert it to much shorter set of
problems which can be solved with some practice.

Thinking abstract and looking at bigger picture is very important, try to convert it to a
standard problem. Leetcode is addictive if you improve gradually, try it.

Avoid looking at solutions easily

It's not bad to look at solutions, afterall, you can't know everything and learning is
necessary, however, looking at solution just after few minutes of brainstorming is bad, you
have to give your absolute best and try every possible "inefficient" solutions you could come
up with.

First phase is to figure out what Algorithm and data structure will be used, if you are able to
determine what data structure will be used, you can check the Related Topics section to
verify if your assumption was correct, and if after few minutes you can't figure it out, you
should still check the data structure that will be used and then try to figure out how and
where it will be used in given problem.
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1. Two Sum

Easy o 10696 P 356 Q Favorite () Share

Given nums = [2, 7, 11, 15], target = 9,

Because nums[@] + nums[l] =2 + 7 = 9,
return [0, 1].

Classic Two Sum Problem

If you are able to come up with a solution which works correctly, just isn't the best one,
that's still a success, coming up with a brute force solution is a bare minimum in an
interview.

You can try improving the brute force solution by using some optimizations, that might not
lead you to the optimal solution, but improving a solution is a great skill. After spending an
hour, if you can't solve the problem, you should usnderstand that you just aren't well versed
with the given algorithm and should try solving related problems with that data structure and
understand how it works.

You should avoid looking at solution, a solution you made yourself will help you much more,
you should abandon the question and maybe revisit in future when you have some
experience with that data strucure. That way you can also track if you made some progress
with that technique and if you could solve a new problem given to you in an interview,

Interview Questions don't come with hints

One thing to remember is that Interview questions won't tell you what data structure will be
used for the problem. That's something you can only master with practice, the patterns and
requirements of problems determine what's going to be used.

There is no substitute for practice, reading about algorithms will sure improve your range of
thinking, but practice is what will help you master it.

Be Consistent
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This goes without saying that practice needs consistency, simply overdoing once and
abandoning for months will be destructive, it doesn't take much to take out some time
everyday for Leetcode, as far as discovering questions is a concern, you can use Daily
Challenges to keep the consistency and maybe also earn Leetcode coins which might buy
you a Leetcode T-Shirt one day.

Turn Demotivation into learning opportunity

There will be times when you can't solve a problem despite all efforts, that's very common
and bound to happen, but some question being too hard is not something that should
demotivate you, every question is a learning opportunity, you can always learn it.
Demotivation should be avoided and that's only possible if you have confidence in yourself
and will to learn as much as you can.

Participate in contests

Eventhough Leetcode isn't a competitive programming platform, there are contests which
allow you to try out brand neew problems and even compete with others. They have
categories of 1 easy, 2 Medium and 1 Hard, and solving 3 is more than enough. Once you
have enough confidence on your problem solving ability, these contests will help you gain
interview experience as they don't have any hints and solutions aren't available during
contest. This is pretty close to a real interview experience where time is limited.

Keep Hustling

Leetcode is an addiction and soon you'll fall in love with it, all you need to do is start, there
is only one good time to start anything great, NOW, just do it and you'll sure be satisfied
with your decision and be proud of yourself. That's all, It's never too early and never too
late.
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My Leetcode Journey

You can find my Leetcode profile leetcode.com/theabbie and | have also posted all my
leetcode solutions on GitHub theabbie/leetcode

All my Leetcode Solutions

o 01-matrix.py

e 1-bit-and-2-bit-characters.py

o 132-pattern.py

o 2-keys-keyboard.py

e 3sum-closest.py

o 3sum-with-multiplicity.py

e 3sum.py

e 4sum-ii.py

e a-number-after-a-double-reversal.py

e add-binary.py

o add-digits.py

¢ add-strings.py

¢ add-to-array-form-of-integer.cpp

¢ add-two-numbers-ii.py

¢ add-two-numbers.py

¢ alert-using-same-key-card-three-or-more-times-in-a-one-hour-period.py
« all-ancestors-of-a-node-in-a-directed-acyclic-graph.py
o all-elements-in-two-binary-search-trees.py
o all-paths-from-source-to-target.py

« all-possible-full-binary-trees.py

¢ angle-between-hands-of-a-clock.py

o append-k-integers-with-minimal-sum.py

o arithmetic-slices.py

e arithmetic-subarrays.py

e arranging-coins.py

e array-nesting.py

e array-partition-i.py

e assign-cookies.py

» asteroid-collision.py
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available-captures-for-rook.py
average-of-levels-in-binary-tree.py
average-salary-excluding-the-minimum-and-maximum-salary.py
backspace-string-compare.py
balance-a-binary-search-tree.py
balanced-binary-tree.py

base-7.py

baseball-game.py

basic-calculator-ii.py

basic-calculator.py

beautiful-array.py
best-time-to-buy-and-sell-stock.py
binary-gap.py
binary-number-with-alternating-bits.py
binary-prefix-divisible-by-5.py
binary-search-tree-iterator.py
binary-search-tree-to-greater-sum-tree.py
binary-search.py
binary-tree-inorder-traversal.py
binary-tree-level-order-traversal-ii.py
binary-tree-level-order-traversal.py
binary-tree-maximum-path-sum.py
binary-tree-paths.py
binary-tree-postorder-traversal.py
binary-tree-preorder-traversal.py
binary-tree-pruning.py

binary-tree-tilt.py
binary-tree-zigzag-level-order-traversal.py
boats-to-save-people.py
broken-calculator.py
build-array-from-permutation.py
bulb-switcher.py

bulls-and-cows.py
camelcase-matching.py
can-make-arithmetic-progression-from-sequence.py
can-place-flowers.py

capitalize-the-title.py
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car-pooling.py

cells-in-a-range-on-an-excel-sheet.py
cells-with-odd-values-in-a-matrix.py
champagne-tower.py
check-completeness-of-a-binary-tree.py
check-if-all-1s-are-at-least-length-k-places-away.py
check-if-all-as-appears-before-all-bs.py
check-if-all-characters-have-equal-number-of-occurrences.py
check-if-array-is-sorted-and-rotated.py
check-if-binary-string-has-at-most-one-segment-of-ones.py
check-if-every-row-and-column-contains-all-numbers.py
check-if-it-is-a-good-array.py
check-if-it-is-a-straight-line.py
check-if-n-and-its-double-exist.py
check-if-number-is-a-sum-of-powers-of-three.py
check-if-numbers-are-ascending-in-a-sentence.py
check-if-the-sentence-is-pangram.py
check-if-two-string-arrays-are-equivalent.py
check-if-word-is-valid-after-substitutions.py
check-whether-two-strings-are-almost-equivalent.py
climbing-stairs.py

clone-graph.py

closest-divisors.py

clumsy-factorial.py

coin-change.py

combination-sum.py

combinations.py

combine-two-tables.sql

compare-version-numbers.py
complement-of-base-10-integer.cpp
complex-number-multiplication.py
concatenation-of-array.py

consecutive-characters.py
consecutive-numbers-sum.py
construct-binary-search-tree-from-preorder-traversal.py
construct-binary-tree-from-inorder-and-postorder-traversal.py

construct-binary-tree-from-preorder-and-inorder-traversal.py
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construct-string-from-binary-tree.py
construct-the-rectangle.py
container-with-most-water.py
contains-duplicate-ii.py

contains-duplicate-iii.py

contains-duplicate.py

contiguous-array.py

continuous-subarray-sum.py
convert-1d-array-into-2d-array.py
convert-binary-number-in-a-linked-list-to-integer.py
convert-bst-to-greater-tree.py
convert-integer-to-the-sum-of-two-no-zero-integers.py
convert-sorted-array-to-binary-search-tree.py
convert-sorted-list-to-binary-search-tree.py
copy-list-with-random-pointer.py
count-all-valid-pickup-and-delivery-options.py
count-and-say.py
count-artifacts-that-can-be-extracted.py
count-common-words-with-one-occurrence.py
count-complete-tree-nodes.py
count-elements-with-strictly-smaller-and-greater-elements.py
count-good-nodes-in-binary-tree.py
count-good-triplets.py
count-hills-and-valleys-in-an-array.py
count-items-matching-a-rule.py
count-negative-numbers-in-a-sorted-matrix.py
count-number-of-nice-subarrays.py
count-number-of-pairs-with-absolute-difference-k.py
count-number-of-teams.py
count-of-matches-in-tournament.py
count-of-smaller-numbers-after-self.py
count-sorted-vowel-strings.py
count-special-quadruplets.py
count-square-sum-triples.py
count-the-hidden-sequences.py

count-the-number-of-consistent-strings.py
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