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Gulp is new build system is capable of automate minification, file copy, watching 
file changes and rerun tasks. Gulp is built on top of the NodeJS and is available as open 
source. In this chapter, we will learn to getting started with Gulp system. 

You can find the Gulp source code in the following link:-
https://github.com/gulpjs/gulp/ 

Gulp	Installation	
To install Gulp we need to have NPM installed in the machine. Considering NPM is installed 
in the machine  continue with the example. We have created a directory 
named HelloWorldApp for this demo.  package.json file using npm 
init command. The following screenshot shows the terminal with initialization 
of package.json file. 

 

Gulp can be installed as local development dependencies using npm install gulp --save-
dev command. The following screenshot shows the terminal with the installation 
of Gulp build system. 



 

Creating	Gulp	Task	
After successful installation of Gulp, the next step is to create gulpfile.js file. 
The gulpfile.js file contains the code to define the Gulp task. We can call the gulp 
using require() function and create a task using task() method. 

 med sayHello which is a sample task and prints a text message in 
console. We can make this task as default task using default key word. The code content 
of gulpfile.js are as follows: - 

var	gulp	=	require('gulp');	
gulp.task('sayHello',	function()	{	
				console.log("Hello	Developers!!!");	
});	
gulp.task('default',['sayHello']);	

Running	Gulp	Task	
Now we can run the default task using Gulp command. The following screenshot shows 

the terminal with gulp task in execution. 

        

We can also execute the sayHello task using gulp sayHello command. The following 

screenshot shows the terminal with gulp task in execution. 



 

 

We can also call gulp though NPM by adding an entry to package.json using script property. 

The code content of the package.json file are as follows:- 

{	
		"name":	"HelloWorldApp",	
		"version":	"0.0.1",	
		"description":	"Getting	Started	With	Gulp",	
		"scripts":	{	
				"startGulp":	"gulp"	
		},	
		"author":	"Sandeep",	
		"license":	"ISC",	
		"devDependencies":	{	
				"gulp":	"^3.9.0"	
		}	
}	

Now we can execute the gulp task using npm run startGulp command. The following 

screenshot shows the terminal with Gulp task in execution using NPM module. 

         

The following screenshot shows the updated project structure for HelloWorldApp directory. 

We can see a gulp directory is created inside the node_modules directory. 

 



 

Summary	
In this chapter we have introduced with the Gulp build system. We have also learnt to install 

Gulp and created a sample task. In the coming chapters we will learn more about Gulp. 

You can find the complete code for this chapter in the following link:-
https://github.com/saan1984/HelloWorldApp  

  


