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      The Threshold — Lord Edmund Aston

      There are times when a door protects the future whilst the present searches for a fissure.

      Enter quietly. Before us, the mountain preserves thousands of tiny slumbers. Nothing moves behind the metal, and yet this entire place was built so that life might one day begin again elsewhere. One could believe that the future rests solely upon the thickness of the walls, the precision of the instruments and the constancy of the cold.

      But water does not read plans. It follows a slope, presses beneath a crust, meets a drain that is too narrow. On that day, we must look not at what the door encloses, but at what comes to a halt before it: three people, a pump, a grating and the wet trace of a boot.

      — Lord Edmund Aston
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