Chapter 1: Creating a Bike Document

Where We Are Headed: Generating PDF Output

As previously discussed, you will be following the iterative process in creating you documents.
What this means in Tutorial 1 we want to create the following:

All About Bikes
Getting Started
Bike People Connections
Maintenance
Bike Types

All About Bikes will be the title of our document, the items (Getting Started, etc.) will be Header
Topics in XMetal. Header Topics are containers (or categories) you create to put your linked files
in. Your generated final PDF output at the end of this chapter will look like:

Bookmarks E lI‘
By BB
[P contents
: Contents
g Getting Started
[P Bike People o .
Connections Getting Starte
[P Maintenance Bike Peaple Connection ,
I Bike Types
Maintenance. X
‘How to Change a Flat Tire 3
Bike Tvpe: 3
Bike Trpss 3

When you first start XMetal, you will be presented with Figure 5. This is the Help file and like
most applications, you can get it any time by clicking the question mark (?)

Close it by clicking Close in the upper right corner

5E & > 5 o
Hide Back Fornward Print Options XMetal Home

-

Contents

Welcome to XMetal. Author

XMetal. Author is a graphical editor for creating and editing structured documents.

51 @ Customizing the user ieface It provides a highly configurable user interface and a powerful array of authoring
@ Managing documents tools. You can use XMetal. to create XML documents in any language_ regardless
@ Editing documents of your XML knowledge.

@ Authoring structured cortent

@ imporiing databases The user interface features multiple document views, customizable toolbars, and

@ Working with DITA
|21 Kevboard shortcuts

Figure 1

tear-off menus. The Resource Manager provides drag-and-drop management of text




Initial Setup: Creating Six Folders That Will Hold Your Files

Before opening XMetal, you will want to create a folder to hold all your files, Unlike Word where
you create a document and save it into one folder, with XMetal you are creating and saving
numerous files.

So best practice here is to create one folder to hold all your files and within that folder create
different folders to hold the different topics.

In this case, we want you to create a folder called All About Bikes and within it create the
following five folders: Maps, Concepts, Tasks, References, and Images:

Mame = I

. References
. Tasks

Procedure: Using Windows, create your six folders

So on your Desktop, go ahead and create these six folders mentioned above.

Note: You can place these anywhere you like but for convenience, we recommend your Desktop.

Creating Your First Map

You are now going to create your first map and you will call it All About Bikes—this will appear as
the title of your document and, don’t worry, you can always change it later. As we discussed, the
map is like and outline and will hold all your topics.

Another way to view the map is that it’s a collector of all the links that point to your various files
(topics) that will make up your document.

Procedure: Creating your first Map



1. Start XMetal > File > New...

FEIE A

# W - GmeT |
R" Open... Chrl+Cr

Close Chrl=WwW
Close All

= | save Ctri=5
Save As...

& | Save All Ctri=Q

3. In Map title, enter All About Bikes > OK



4. Your map will appear under Resource Manager.

The Resource Manager acts as a collector that links all your topics to your map.




5. Let’s save your map.

Under Resource Manager > File > Save Map

Mew Map...
Close Map

g Save Map As...

Generate Output for DITA Map...
WView Output Leg...

6. You want to save Map in the Maps folder

Double-click on your Maps folder

7. For File name, enter all_about_bikes. We will name our files in lower case and place
underscores between each name. It's recommended you place underscores between each
words in all your file names.

Save



Creating Topic Headings

You are now going to add
four topic headings to your map.:

Getting Started

Bike People Connections

Maintenance

Bike Types
In these headings you will place all your topics: concepts, tasks, and references. You can create
topics and place them in the map without topic headings, however, for purposes of learning
XMetal Author, we felt this approach would lead to better understanding of the XMetal

authoring process.



Procedure: Adding topic headings

1 Under Resource Manager > Insert > Topic Heading...

Key Definition with Keyword...

2 In Navtitle, enter Getting Started > OK

B Insert Topic Heading




3 You should see this with the Getting Started topic appearing under your map

N Hd 4R T KB 92-0
File Edit View Insert Tools Table Repository
| g8 r u ==

= % S
g |5 # |
Resource Manager o X

File Edit Insert Repository

"R A L. iﬁ:ﬁ P#ﬂlf? .1

4 Repeat steps 2 and 3 to add topics three other topics, Bike People Connections, Maintenance,
and Bike Types. If you make a mistake, you can right-click on any of your topics and select
Delete Item
When you are finished creating your topics, you should see this:

Notice how the four Heading Topic icons appear as folder icons.

5 If you make a mistake, you can delete and of the topic heading by placing your cursor in the

text of the heading > right-click > Delete

Resource Manager o x

File Edit Insert Repository
+ % & 0 5 L %
=175 All About Bikes
| Getting Started
| Bike People Connecfinne

L_'? Maintenance
|7 Bike Types

Element Properties

Mowve Item Up
Mave Item Down

Demote Item

|_. Delete Item




Adding Concepts

Next you are going to add two concepts to your map, A Little Bike History and Bike Clubs.

Procedure: Adding Concepts

1. File > New...

E e | Open... Ctri= O

r Close Ctri=wW
Close All

=l | save Ctri=S
Save As...

@ | save Al Ctri=Q

Preview in Browser... Ctrl=M

Print... Cirf+ P

2. DITA Topic tab > select Concept icon > OK

3. Replace Concept Title with A Little Bike History
Now let’s save your concepts topic

File > Save



[Note: You can also save your files by using standard keyboard shortcut: Ctrl +S]

HNew... Cirl+T
Open... Ctrl+ O

Close Chrl+wW

Close All

'z s
Save As..
=)

Save All Ctrl=3

Generate Output for DITA Map... Ctrl+G
Generate Output for DITA Topic...
View Output Log...

4. Double-click on Concepts folder
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5. For File name, enter a_little_bike_history

Save

a2 T
|
'

Computer
=

6. This is what you will see. Notice that your concept does not appear in the Resource Manager,

to do that you must insert it.
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7. Resource Manager > Insert > Topic Reference ...

9. In your Concepts folder > select a_little_bike_history > Open

() Select Topic
I [ R =
S | | |
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10. OK

11. You can see that the topic A Little Bike History now appears in the Resource Manager

Notice topic icon looks like a sheet of paper

EIEIRIED = [E1 XN Il
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1. OK, let’'s move on to adding a second topic concept, Bike Clubs

Open..
Close

Close All

Save

Save As...
Save All

3. Replace Concept Title with Bike Clubs

File > Save
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Ctri+

Close Ctri=W

Close All

H%,m—-- o css |

gl | Save AN

Generate Qutput for DITA Map...

In Concepts folder
For File name, enter bike_clubs

Save

Libraries

=
]
-
Computer

—
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5. As before, you want to insert this topic in the Resource Manage

Resource Manager > Insert > Topic Reference ...
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7. Select bike_clubs > Open

() select Topic
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9. In the Resource Manager you should now see:

18



Placing the Concepts Into Your Headings

Now you want to place your concepts into their proper headings. One way of doing this is select
the topic and drag it into the desired heading.

Let’s place A Little Bike History topic into Getting Started topic header

Procedure: Inserting the Concepts into your Headings

1. Select A Little Bike History and drag it under Getting Started.

You should now see:

Resource Manager

File Edit Insert Repository

g o = L@ = X

=-"T2 Alf About Bikes

| & Getting Started

D A Little Bike History

-7 Bike People Connections
] Bike Clubs

| & Maintenance

- Bike Types

2. Now let’s place it in Getting Started

Click on the right navigation arrow
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4%« pl A Dyl

3. You should new see:

DO S EE

4. Now do the same procedure and place Bike Clubs in Bike People Connections.

You should now see:
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5. Before leaving, let’s save the map

Resource Manager> File > Save Map

Mew Map...
Open Map...
Close Map

g Save Map As...

Switch to XML View of Map

Generate Output for DITA Map...
View Output Log...

Adding Tasks

You are now going to create the task How to Change a Flat Tire

21



Procedure: Adding tasks

1. File > New...

2 ;
A E | Open... Ctri+=0

Close Chrl+W
Close All

I | save Ctrl=S
Save As..

il | Save AN Ctrl=Q
Generate Qutput for DITA Map... Ctri=G
Generate Cutput for DITA Topic...

View Qutput Log...

2. DITA Topic tab > select Task icon > OK

DEI0ED EilE] =
=
==




4. Let’s save it by doing shortcut Ctrl +S
Browse to your Tasks folder
in File name, enter how_to_change_a_flat_tire

Save

Libraries
71 =
™

b

Computer
‘; B

r'-let-'-.'-éu'k

5. Select Step, enter Remove tire from the wheel
Hit the enter key twice to go to next step
Select the step and enter Remove the inner tube from tire
Hit Enter key twice
Enter Patch Inner Tube

Save the topic (Ctrl +S)
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6. Resource Manager > Insert > File Reference ...

24



8. Double-click on the Tasks folder

l:gg

Recent Places

Desktop

e

9. Select how_to_change_a_flat_tire
Open

() select Topic

LiE-rarir:-:-
o
i '_.;-'
Computer
=

MNetwark
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10. OK

11. Now select and drag How to change a flat tire and place it in the Maintenance folder.

When finished, it should look like this:
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12. Let’s save the map

Resource Manage > File > Save Map

Mew Map...
Open Map...
Close Map

H Save Map As...

Switch to XML View of Map

Generate Output for DITA Map...
View Output Log...

Generating an Output

Let’s talk a look at the document you have created so far. You do this by generating your
document and the default file is outputted as a PDF.

Procedure: Generating an output PDF

1. Resource Manager > File > Generate Output for DITA Map ...
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Resource Manager

File | Edit Insert Repository
Mew Map...

Open Map...

Close Map

Save Map As...
Switch to XML View of Map

|a _ Generate Qutput for DITA Map...
k View QOutput Log...

----- ] How to change a flat tire
|7 Bike Types

2. OK

E Generate Qutput for DITA Map - all_about_bikes.ditamap

Deliverable type:

Conditional tesd Show./Hide Conditional Texd... |

Save output as:

C:"Users'\Dan“Deskiop*All About Bikes'\Maps'pdf_out’all_about_hikes pdf ﬂ

T DK*J Cancel |

3. OpencFile

E Output Successful

The deliverable has been successfully created.

IC:\Um\Dﬁn\D&ddop\.Nl About Bikes'\Maps'pdf_out'all_sbout_bikes pdf

Close

[~ Open log file k[ipen File I Open Folder
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4. Scroll down to Contents

Contents
LB - S 3
Bike People Conmections. i ersrssssmssssssse s sssssssssssss s sassmsssssss s e sasssass s 3
Bike Clubs 3
L 1 3
How to change a flat dre 3
L T 3
5. Close
BT _0lx
1
‘ {E}@@%@ @)@ Customize ~ ‘Iz‘
@ E@ Tools Fill & Sign Comment ‘
Contents
L T 3 - 1 S 3
Bike People ConMeCiONS. .o rerere s ss s s nemssssssssas s se e asens s en s sonmens 3
Bike Clubs. 3
B O 3
How to change a flat dre 3
30 I 1 S 3
Adding References

You have created and added two major DITA topic types, Concepts and Tasks. The third major
topic type is References. A Reference is additional or supplementary material that you want to
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include in your document. In many cases this informational is inserted through the use of a table.
You are going to create a new reference and call it Bike Types:

Bike Type Ride Type Type of Surface
Road Go pretty fast and long Pavement
distances
Mountain Go as fast as terrain allows | Dirt, sand, rocks
Recumbent Usually slower than road Pavement
bikes
Hybrid Same characteristics as Pavement, dirt, sand, rocks
road and mountain bikes

Procedure: Adding References

1. Open XMetal > File > New ...

Select DITA Topic tab > Reference icon > OK

' General | DITA Glossary | DITA Leaming | DITA Map  DITA Topic | DITA XSDs | Jour 4 | *

eS|

e @ O © o

Composite Concept General Task Generic Topic
ask.
@ & &
leference Task Troubleshoo. ..
R‘OK | Cancel |

2. Replace Reference Title with Bike Types

Select (darken) the elements shown > Right-click on them > Cut
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Bike Types

Short Description

Property Type [Property Value Properiv Description

Text Case

Insert

Inline Element...
Change Paragraph Type

Apply/Remove Conditions...

Insert Reusable Component...

Refresh All References

¢ = | [ & reference / refbody

Table > Insert Table

N Ha| & s B 9-

B I U|:

£

File Edit Insert Repository

=°t3 All About Bikes -

| Maintenance
-] How to Change a Flat Tire

(-] ¥Metal Author Enterprise - Untitled1

N REOE) =3 @
File Edit View Insert Paragraph Reuse Tools .Table.

Insert Table...
<0 = | 9 :
Resource Manager a3 k

SRR Ly e 2

Repository  Window Help

i1

iort Description

Enter in information as shown

Select Insert Header
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5. You should see:

6. Enter the information as shown below.

After you have completed the form, save it > Ctrl + S
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7. Browse to your References folder > for File name, enter bike_types > Save

!_:,gﬁ

Recent Places

Desktop
Libraries
o
Ay

& 1

Computer

8. Now let’s link it to the map

Under Resource Manager > Insert > Topic Reference... >

33



9. Browse...

1 ™
Ty

T

Computer

34



11. In your References folder > select bike_types > Open

?) select Topic

12. Click OK
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13. You should see:

EARARIL ey [ e

=i

14. Let’s put Bike Types topic in the Bike Types category
Select Bike Types topic
Drag it into the Bike Types category

When completed, you should see:

o & e | @ Dl

36



15. Resource Manager > Save Map

W

Switch to XML View of Map

Generate Output for DITA Map...
View Output Log...

Procedure: Generate output

1. Resource Manager > File > Generate Output for DITA Map...

Mew Map...

Open Map...

Close Map

Save Map

Save Map As...

Switch to XML View of Map
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4. Open File

B output Successful

[C\Users\Dan'\Deskiop Al About Bkes Waps'od_outal_sbout bikespdt

L

5. Scroll down
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Getting Started

A Little Bike History

Bike People Connections

Bike Clubs

Maintenance

How to change a flat tire

1. Remove the tre from the wheel
1. Femove the mmer mbe from the wheel
3. Patch inner mbe

Bike Types

Bike Types
Bike Types Ride Type Surface Type
Foad Go pretry fast and long distances Pavemsnt
Mountain Go as fast as tamain allows Drirt, sand, rocks
Fecumbent Usznally slewer than Foad bikes Pavemant
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6. Close the PDF

=1olx|

*

M eeoz b B ™

Customize - | "E

= &

L=

Tn+ g

Sign Comment

Getting Started

=

A Little Bike History

Bike People Connections

Bike Clubs

Maintenance

How to change a flat tire

1. Remove the tre from the wheel
2. Remove the inner mbe from the wheel
3. Paich inmer mbe

Bike Types

Bike Types

Bike Types Ride Type

Surface Type

Foad Go pretty fast and long distances
Mountain Guo as fast as terrain allows
Recumbent Usnally slower than Foad bikes

Pavemsant
Drirt, sand, rocks

Pavemsant

B

Opening, Closing and Navigating Through Your Topics

Let’s take some time now to learn about topic navigation, mainly how to close and open topics.

Procedure: Navigating through your Topics

1. Across the top for the editor you can see all your topics starting with a_little_bike_history on

the far left.

40



Bike Types Ride Type [Surtace Type

2. Selectit

3. You will see its topic

41



4. To close it, right-click on it > Close

' Copy Full Path

Open Containing Folder

Mew Horizontal Tab Group
Mew Vertical Tab Group

5. Toreopen it, double-click on the text in A Little Bike History

DD S EIF L
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6. And it opens

@ XMetal Author Enterprise - a_itHe_bike_history
i NEEHS ALY R - FESE e A @

5 4% ] D o

-]
S

Ehs

L4
L4
Chs
L4
L4

Shortcut Method for Creating Concepts and Tasks
We are going to show you a faster way to add topics.

In this example we are going to create a new concept Bike Web Sites and place it under the Bike
People Connections heading.
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Procedure: Shortcut

1. Under Resource Manager > Insert > Topic Reference

File Edit | Insert | Repository

Y |_ Topic Reference. ..
kFiIE Reference...

=1-7FE All & Web Link. ..

..... = Glossary Reference...
|__'.‘.F E Spedalized Reference. ..
"|_J M Topic Heading...

-4 H Topic Group. ..

Map Reference...

Edipse Mavigation Reference...
Key Definition. ..

Key Definition with Keyword...

tesource Manager u

=

2. In Navtitle, enter the name of your concept or topic

We will enter Bike Web Sites > Create

General Cther Attributes Topicmeta Preview I

Href: |

I the target file contains multiple topics, optionally select a topic Sdledt Topic
in the target file. pic... |

Set scope, format, type, and locktitle for target type:

| | Apply

Ko
Scope: Jlocal =]
Format: |dita
Type: |
Navtitle: |Bike Web Sites

Remove |
Locktitle: | Not set (referenced topic title will ovemide navtitls) ~|
—— Shortcuts

Create topic file using nawtitle: Create... |
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3. Select Concept icon > OK

4. InSave in, browse to your Concepts folder
Notice that under File name, XMetal has inserted c_Bike_Web_Site
In other words, it put a ¢ suffix (for concept) and inserted underscores between your concert
name.

Save

45



6. Notice that XMetal that it inserted Bike Web Sites in Resource Manager for us—we didn’t
have manually insert it as we did before

Drag and put Bike Web Sites under Bike People Connections heading
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7. You should now see

D00 S EF
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8. As alast step, let’s save our map

Under Resource Manager > File > Save Map

Eesource Manager o =

File | Edit Insert Repository
Mew Map...
Cpen Map...
Close Map

LkSaue Map

Save Map As...

Switch to XML View of Map

Generate Output for DITA Map...
View Output Log... Tire
=1 Bike Types

----- [ Bike Types

By using this shortcut, you have saved seven steps in creating topics.

Because we will use this shortcut from this point on the tutorial

Troubleshooting Your Output

If you repeat generating your output, you will get the message
Click Yes

=

\ "C:\sers\Dan\Dropbox¥Metal\all About
1. Bikes\Mapsipdf_out\all_sbout_bikes.pdf” already exists.

Do you want to replace it?

If you do not close the file from your previous generation, you will get this unclear message:
OK

[Eouimuiratea — =

IC:\Um\Dﬁn\Dmpbox\XMetalWl About Bikes'\Maps'pdf_out‘all_about_bikes pdf

The deliverable could not be created. If a file with the same name is open in another application, close the file and then

generate output again.
oK i I

¥ Open log file

Click OK
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|

.
[0] Mo valid log file exists.
k. * 4
. Ok |

Close your previous pdf output and these message will not appear.

Just remember to close your output after every generation and you’ll have no problem.

Best Practices

Before using XMetal, organize your topics by creating a number of folders to save your files
(topics) in:

Concepts
Tasks
Maps
Images
References
As soon as you create your map, save it: Under Resource Manager, File > Save

As soon as you create a concept, task or reference, save it: ctrl +S

To save everything (all maps and all topics): File > Save Al

Summary
You are off to a good start so let’s review what you have accomplished so far.

In essence, with XMetal you are creating a map, then topics (concepts, tasks, references), then
liking them under your map and finally outputting your map.

To organize your topics, you first created a core folder to hold all of them—in the example, you
created an All About Bikes folder and within it you created Maps, Concepts, Images, References,
and Tasks folders.

Next you opened up XMetal and created a map and named it All about Bikes. This will be the
title page of your document and you can change it later.
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And, as a good practice, you should immediately save your map after you create it.

Next you created four headings—Getting Started, Bike People Connections, Maintenance, and
Bike Types—in which you will place your topics.

You outputted your document to view what you have done so far.

You created your first concept A Little Bike History and saved it, inserted into the Resource
Manager and then placed it in Getting Started.

You outputted your document and reviewed it.

You created another concept topic Bike Clubs and saved it and placed it in Bike People
Connections.

Next you created your first task How to Change Tire, saved and inserted it placed it in
Maintenance.

Finally, you created your first reference All Bike Types saved and inserted it and then placed it in
Bike Types.

And to finish, to outputted you document a final time and reviewed it.

It’s an iterative process and we recommend you modify your document and review it before
adding a lot of additional content—we call it “chuck reviewing,” that is, review as you go.
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XMetal 10 Authoring Process

1. Create a Map (Title of your document)

l

2. Create your Topics (Concepts, Tasks, References)

l

3. Link your Map to your Topics

l

4, Generate {output) your Map and
obtain a PDF of your document

i

5. Repeat steps 2 to 4 until you get
your final desired document

Detailed Document Creation
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Start XhSetal 10 fusthar

F

Best Practica Initialization Procedure: With Windows,
create sik folders

Mame of Document |Titke| falder

Create and place these folders in your Doosment [Tile) foldsr
Ilaps

Comrepis

[ Tacks

References

Images

reate a Map
1, e = New = DITA Map tah > Map > O
. Uncer Map thie, glee your mapa tikle = OK
3, Loroll ko Maps Falder = rame your rap > Save

| !

reate as Topic (Task) Create as Topic [Concept)
Fila = Mew... > DITA Topic tab » Task icon > 0K 1. File = Masw.... = DITA Tomilc tab > Comcepl con > 0K
Ender tazk steps = File = Save 2. Enfer comcept info > File > Save
Sercdl to Task faldar = give 1ask a nars » Sme 3, Scroll ta Comdapis Bolder = give cancegl A name = Save

Linking Topics to Map

1. Resource Manager = Insart » Toplc Reference...

2. Brosarse * go to Tasks or Concepts foloer = seleck a concepd or task > Open > 0K
8. Task af Concapt will now show up uncer Resourcs Managar

Publish your Documeant

1, Fille = Spve Map

2. Uncer Resource Manager = File = Generate Owtpart for DIT& Map...

1, OK = Do you want fo replace #T = Yes = Four document will b= gererated
4, Ops Fil

5. ¥ou will see your document.

Review Questions

For answers, see page Error! Bookmark not defined..
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As a best practice before you even start XMetal, it’s a good idea to create folders entitled
Maps, Concepts, Tasks, Reference, and Images and keep them all in a folder that has the title
of your document.

a. True
b. False
A Map ...

a. Links all your topics

b. Acts like an organizer for your topics

c. s not necessary to produce your output
d. Issimilar to a table of contents

Creating Topic Headings in your map is an excellent way to organize your topics into major

categories
a. True
b. False

The Resource Manager contains your Maps that link to your topics
a. True
b. False

Of all three major topics, the References topic is the one used most
a. True
b. False

Under the Resource Manager, you can reposition your topics using...
a. Arrows (up, down, left, right)
b. Drag and Drop
c. Cutand paste

Using Insert function
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