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THINKING OF PLANT have a goat and donkey. Here

life as an integral part of we were living within a citys

human habitation, and growing some of our food

conversely thinking of surrounded by the woods of

Tl e I—

buildings and landscape pine and the extraordinarys

as integrated experiences, view of the Haifa Bay, and
came to me early in life, a beyond, Galilee and the
mountains of Lebanoms

Some 1,000 feet to the east

circumstance of my place
of birth. I was born in Haifa
(at that time in Palestine, were the gates into the Bahd’f
Gardens, the burial place of the

now Israel), a mostly white-
plastered, modernist, medium- founder of the Bahd’i religion, st

density city climbing up the hills within an extraordinarily beautifuly

of Mount Carmel. We lived close manicured Persian garden extending

to the ridge before the area had been from the crest of Mt. Carmel down tO

totally urbanized — a three-story building the German colony and the Haifa Port. I

in which each floor was accessed independently my youth, the monumental scale of the grand
by bridges from the surrounding topography. Ancient, baroque-like stairs descending the mountain had not yet
stone retaining walls shaped the open landscape into fertile been built. Rather a series of discrete terraces hugging the landscapé
terraces. It was the ideal setting, particularly at a time of austerity, as in Delphi, with two shrines, one domed and one overtly classical 3
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to grow vegetables, have a chicken pen, keep bees, and to top it all, were set within the rich plant life. o
MOSHE SAFDIE IN HIS OFFICE STUDIO.
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ROOFTOP OF MARINA BAY SANDS, SINGAPORE.

CANADA, C. 1967
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HABITAT 67 AFTER COMPLETION-

HABITAT 67 UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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e between city and

the question of what optimal

Moshe Safdie is an architect,
urban planner, educator,
theorist, and author.
Over a celebrated 50-year
career, Safdie has explored
the essential principles of
socially responsible design
through a comprehensive
and humane design philosophy.
His projects include cultural,
educational, and civic institutions;
neighborhoods and public parks; housing;
mixed-use urban centers and airports; and master plans
throughout North and South America, the Middle East
and Asia. :
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