
Highlights from 'Global Citizen'

Although Safdie certainly earned the right to a monographic exhibition with the AIA 
Gold Medal last year, Global Citizen actually began its run five years beforehand, at the 
National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa, Ontario, a building designed by the architect. 
Curated by Donald Albrecht, and featuring an exhibition design by Nader Tehrani of 
NADAAA, Global Citizen subsequently traveled to two other Safdie buildings – the 
Skirball Cultural Center in Los Angeles and the Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art in Arkansas – before its arrival in Manhattan. Don't fret if you missed it: the final 
leg of the traveling exhibition opens next month at the BSA Space in Boston.

The aptly named exhibition traces the prolific career of the architect born in Israel, ed-
ucated in Canada, and now based in Boston. The organization of the exhibition follows 
this geographical path: starting with his famous Habitat 67 in Montreal and subsequent 
attempts to realize modular multi-family housing, followed by some impressive work in 
Israel, and then returning to North America to realize primarily institutional buildings 
in Canada and the United States. The exhibition culminates in the large-scale, interna-
tional work his firm is undertaking in parts of Asia; these residential, hospitality and 
transportation projects can be seen as coming full circle back to the ambition and scale 
of his project realized for Expo 67, but in a much different global context.



The most impressive aspect of Global Citizen – something that should come across in 
my photos of the exhibition – are the large models that are used to explain the projects. 
Accompanied by drawings and photographs (the latter sometimes large and immersive 
next to the models), the models convey the formal complexity of Safdie's buildings, 
but also their spatial qualities, indicating how he considers the buildings' habitation as 
much as their appearance.

Below are highlights from my visit to see Global Citizen at the National Academy Muse-
um; click any of the photographs to launch a slideshow (recommended).












