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TO: Josh Silver, Represent.Us/United Republic 
 
FR:  Jeff Harrelson, MFour Research  
 Ben Tulchin, Tulchin Research  
 
DT: 12/ 1/2013 
 
RE:  National Voter Survey Findings (Insider Analysis) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Between 11/12 and 11/17, our firms fielded a poll of 1,003 likely U.S. voters statistically 
balanced to represent the U.S. voting public. For transparency purposes, we have 
included the sampling methodology at the end of this memo. 
 
Numerous public and private polls have already documented a growing feeling of 
alienation and disenfranchisement among American voters, and the erosion of confidence 
in Congress. This poll attempts to understand the cause of – and potential solutions to – 
this growing dissatisfaction by measuring current voter attitudes toward money and 
corruption in politics, and testing alternative campaign funding and anti-corruption 
solutions.   
 
The results are compelling. 
 
While many national polls seeking to understand America’s deep dissatisfaction with our 
government show a moderate to deep divide along party and ideological lines, this poll 
suggests overwhelming consensus amongst Democrats, Republicans, Independents and 
non-affiliated voters around the issue of corruption in the American election system and 
the need to institute tough, meaningful reforms.   
 
The poll suggests now may be the most opportune time in modern history to toughen the 
nation’s campaign finance laws and restore an electoral system that voters agree has 
been soured by big money and political corruption.  
 
However, the poll suggests that in order to succeed, some long-standing assumptions 
about campaign finance reform must be reconsidered.  
 
Four key data points stand out in the poll. 

 
1. Broad consensus in support of measures to reduce corruption. 95% of 

respondents believe it is important that our elected leaders reduce the influence of 
money and corruption in political elections, and more than 97% would support a 
federal law that imposes “tough, new anti-corruption laws for politicians, lobbyists 
and Super PACs.” This includes 82% of Democrats and an even higher 83% of 
Republicans who believe it is important to do so. 
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There is broad initial support for the ballot initiative;  
stronger support for “Anti-Corruption Act” 

Q4. Below is a proposed ballot initiative that 
may be presented to Washington State 

voters in the next election. How you would 
vote if the election were held today? 

The Washington Anti-Corruption Act of 2014 
would change current Washington law to:  
§  MANDATE full transparency and disclosure of 

ALL money spent on politics and elections,  
§  PREVENT secret coordination between 

candidates and PACs,  
§  PROHIBIT legislators from fundraising during the 

legislative session, 
§  PROHIBIT legislators from receiving campaign 

contribution from the industries they regulate,   
§  CLOSE loopholes and REQUIRE everyone who 

lobbies, to register as a lobbyist,  
§  PREVENT politicians from becoming lobbyists for 

FOUR years after leaving office,  
§  OFFER Washington Voters who give a small 

donation of up to 50 dollars to political campaigns 
an equivalent  tax [refund / rebate], and 

§  INCREASE enforcement and penalties for 
violations of the law. 

33% 

55% 

12% Definitely 
For 

Against 

Probably 
For 

Vote For 
88.3% 

84.6% support for Washington ‘Fair Elections’ Act  
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88% 
96% 

92% 
73% 

89% 
88% 

84% 
90% 
88% 
89% 
92% 
90% 

86% 
83% 

92% 
83% 

12% 
4% 

8% 
27% 

11% 
12% 

16% 
10% 
12% 
11% 

8% 
10% 

14% 
17% 

8% 
17% 

All Voters 
Democrats 

Independents 
Republicans 

Men 
Women 

High school or less 
Some college 

BA or more 
King County 

Pierce County 
Snohomich County 

Spokane County 
South-Southeast Region 

Northwest Region 
South Central Region 

Vote For Vote Against 

Support for the initiative is widespread across key subgroups 
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Conservatives slightly prefer “Anti-Corruption Act” over  
“Fair Election Act,” and prefer “credit” over “voucher” 

Q12-Q13: Next, you will read several statements about the proposed initiative and then using a scale 
of 1 (much more likely to vote NO) to 10 (much more likely to vote YES), please indicate whether that 
individual feature makes you more likely to vote YES or NO. 

13% 

17% 

38% 

37% 

51% 

53% 

57% 

55% 

36% 

30% 

5% 

8% 

Voucher 

Credit 

Anti-Corruption Act 

Fair Election Act 

10 to 8 7 to 4 3 to 1 

*Note: Data depicted from sample of Republican voters only  

Q12: It would offer 
Washington State Voters 
who give a small donation 
of up to $50 to political 
campaigns an equivalent … 

Q13: It’s called 
the Washington 
State … 
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48% 
32% 

15% 
0% 

27% 

36% 

23% 

9% 1% 

Washingtonians feel more strongly about reducing ‘corruption’   
than the influence of ‘money’ in state gov’t and elections 

Q5a: How important is it that we reduce 
corruption in state government and 

elections in Washington State? 

Extremely 
Important Very 

Important 

Fairly 

Just somewhat 

Fairly 

Just 
Somewhat 

Very 
Important 

Extremely 
Important 

Not at all 

Q5b: How important is it that we reduce the 
influence of money in state government 

and elections in Washington State? 
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Voters consider current political exchanges 
to be corruption – even when they are legal. 

Corrupt, 
66% 

Not 
Corrupt, 

14% 

Unsure, 
19% 

“A state legislator accepts campaign donations from a company, that company’s  
lobbyists, and that company’s political action committee (PAC). The legislator later votes 
in favor of a bill that directly benefits that same company. Neither the  legislator nor the 
company has committed a crime — this scenario is legal under  Washington State law.”    
 
In your opinion, is the scenario above an example of “corruption?”  
 



603 Voters Statewide 
Dec 3rd – Dec 9th, 2014 12 

 

 
1 

 
 

 
 
 

 
TO: Josh Silver, Represent.Us/United Republic 
 
FR:  Jeff Harrelson, MFour Research  
 Ben Tulchin, Tulchin Research  
 
DT: 12/ 1/2013 
 
RE:  National Voter Survey Findings (Insider Analysis) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Between 11/12 and 11/17, our firms fielded a poll of 1,003 likely U.S. voters statistically 
balanced to represent the U.S. voting public. For transparency purposes, we have 
included the sampling methodology at the end of this memo. 
 
Numerous public and private polls have already documented a growing feeling of 
alienation and disenfranchisement among American voters, and the erosion of confidence 
in Congress. This poll attempts to understand the cause of – and potential solutions to – 
this growing dissatisfaction by measuring current voter attitudes toward money and 
corruption in politics, and testing alternative campaign funding and anti-corruption 
solutions.   
 
The results are compelling. 
 
While many national polls seeking to understand America’s deep dissatisfaction with our 
government show a moderate to deep divide along party and ideological lines, this poll 
suggests overwhelming consensus amongst Democrats, Republicans, Independents and 
non-affiliated voters around the issue of corruption in the American election system and 
the need to institute tough, meaningful reforms.   
 
The poll suggests now may be the most opportune time in modern history to toughen the 
nation’s campaign finance laws and restore an electoral system that voters agree has 
been soured by big money and political corruption.  
 
However, the poll suggests that in order to succeed, some long-standing assumptions 
about campaign finance reform must be reconsidered.  
 
Four key data points stand out in the poll. 

 
1. Broad consensus in support of measures to reduce corruption. 95% of 

respondents believe it is important that our elected leaders reduce the influence of 
money and corruption in political elections, and more than 97% would support a 
federal law that imposes “tough, new anti-corruption laws for politicians, lobbyists 
and Super PACs.” This includes 82% of Democrats and an even higher 83% of 
Republicans who believe it is important to do so. 
 

Voters perceive that their elected officials in DC, and their  
state’s political system, are corrupt – WA/Montana comparison 

MT WA MT WA MT WA MT WA MT WA 

Very Fairly Somewhat 

DC Pols 
Corrupt 

State Pols 
Corrupt 

State Govt. 
Corrupt 

State Politics 
Corrupt 

Distrust 
State Pols 

82% 80% 

52% 

65% 

93% 87% 89% 91% 

64% 

84% 
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Voters say that politicians doing favors for donors, lack of disclosure,  
and high spending are biggest problems in WA 

39% 

29% 

31% 

35% 

30% 

26% 

29% 

29% 

31% 

32% 

26% 

16% 

19% 

22% 

22% 

19% 

23% 

18% 

68% 

58% 

62% 

67% 

56% 

42% 

Politicians are doing favors for the special interests 
that fund their campaigns 

Negative attack ads 

Money spent on election campaigns is not 
reported or disclosed to the public 

High spending in election campaigns 

Corruption during election campaigns 

People voting in elections when they are NOT 
actually eligible to vote 

Extremely Very Fairly 

Q19: I’m going to read you several concerns about state government, politics and elections in 
Washing State.  For each one, please tell me how serious a problem it is now in Washington State.  

% Responding with Importance of Item: 
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85% 

86% 

80% 

55% 

6% 

6% 

6% 

12% 

32% 

88% 

Big money 

Special interest lobbyists 

Big businesses and 
corporations 

Labor unions 

Ordinary Washingtonians 

Too Much Influence Too Little / About Right 

Washingtonians perceive overwhelmingly that big money, special 
interests and corporations have too much influence over elected officials 
Q18: Next, I’m going to ask you about the amount of influence some groups have over elected officials 
in Washington State. For each group, please tell me if it has too much influence or too little influence. 

- Too Little     82% 
- About Right  6% 
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34% 

32% 

31% 

30% 

22% 

24% 

22% 

22% 

68% 

68% 

67% 

61% 

52% 

58% 

54% 

49% 

Cracks down on special interest lobbyists … 
makes donations public … closes loopholes. 

Regulates campaigns/elections … doesn't limit 
speech or spending … requires disclosure 

Can't raise money during session … can't trade 
on position for job in regulated industry  

Stronger laws for lobbying & politicians … 
holds all accountable to stop corruption 

Instead of sweetheart deals for lobbyists, $ 
spent on schools, roads, public safety 

Help candidates stand up to special interests 
… $ for education, roads, public safety 

Regulate lobbyists & spending to crack down 
on corruption in WA govt and elections 

Small $50 tax rebate for donations to 
candidates … voluntary program … no one 

Very Fairly 

Strongest arguments in favor emphasize crackdown on lobbyists, 
raising money during session, and expanded disclosure 

Q21: Let me read you a few reasons some people have given to SUPPORT this ballot initiative on 
election spending and legislative rules in Washington State. Please tell me how convincing you find 

each one. 
% Saying Very or Fairly Convincing : 
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Support for the initiative decreases slightly after arguments 
for and against, but support remains very strong.  

Let me read you an initiative that may be on 
the statewide ballot in November.  Please tell 

me if you would vote for it or against it. 

33% 

55% 

11% 
3% 

Probably 
For 

Definitely 
For 

Against 
Probably 
Against 

Vote For 
88.3% 

Thinking about everything we’ve discussed, let 
me read you an initiative that may be on the 

statewide ballot in November.   

25% 

54% 

3% 
Probably 
Against  
18% 

Definitely 
For 

Against 

Probably 
For 

Vote For 
79.4% 

*Note: Strength of Cons argument augmented from MTpoll 




