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Public, Private, or Hybrid Cloud

Public, Private, or Hybrid Cloud
When it comes to business, cloud computing is on 

everyone’s mind. This next generation of computing 

technology is proving to be extremely beneficial for 

organizations of every size. With this increased con-

sideration of the cloud, many are deciding how to 

best integrate it into their business. 

There are three main forms of cloud computing: 

public, private and hybrid. When considering the 

move, you shouldn’t just pick one of these at ran-

dom. The choice should be strategic, based on the 

characteristics of your business. Each cloud model 

is best suited for certain types of organizations and 

needs, so picking the wrong one could backfire. It’s 

important to consider security, compliance, cost ef-

ficiency, integration and scalability.

To decide what’s best for you, you need to consider 

the characteristics of your business including your 

size, needs, industry regulations, user experience, 

etc. These considerations will help you determine 

which cloud model is right for you.

“To decide which cloud model is best for you, you 
need to consider the characteristics of your business.”
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Public, Private, or Hybrid Cloud

The public cloud is what many 

automatically think of when they 

think about cloud computing. 

This model centers around the 

concept of shared resources, as 

businesses are able to outsource 

their IT operations to a managed 

cloud provider, essentially shar-

ing the resources with other or-

ganizations. They access cloud 

resources via the Internet and 

eliminate management and main-

tenance on their end. Despite the 

multi-tenancy, each organization 

in the public cloud environment 

experiences high levels of securi-

ty for their corporate information. 

The public cloud truly exempli-

fies the “as a service” nature of 

cloud computing, allowing orga-

nizations to use a pay-as-you-

go model. However, it leads to 

less control over operation of the 

cloud solution, as it is run and 

managed by the cloud provider.

This model leads to low, predict-

able costs and shifts an organi-

zation from a capital expenditure 

model to an operational expen-

diture one. Overall, upfront and 

labor costs are reduced. A huge 

benefit of public cloud computing 

is scalability. A business has prac-

tically unlimited access to cloud 

resources and cloud space, and 

can scale up or down as neces-

sary. The public cloud also leads 

to automated deployments and 

the reliability of working with a 

cloud provider. Basically, all the 

functions you’d need from a tra-

ditional IT resource can be moved 

to the cloud.

Public Cloud

You’re a good fit if...

You don’t need a specific kind 
of infrastructure

You’re a small business without 
an IT department

You need to bring a product/service 
to market quickly

You have Big Data workloads that 
need scalability

You plan to store and process 
non-sensitive information

You want to offload costs and 
management of apps and workloads

You have minimal budget, support, 
or infrastructure resources

“Basically, all the functions you’d need from a 
traditional IT resource can be moved to the cloud.”



5www.rapidscale.net

While public cloud computing 

certainly has its benefits, many 

organizations remain hesitant to 

completely shift everything to that 

environment. A private cloud is 

an environment dedicated sole-

ly to one organization. It can be 

implemented within that organi-

zation’s on-premises data center 

or hosted off-site with the help 

of a cloud provider. This sense 

of security is what attracts many 

businesses to the private model, 

though, despite common belief, 

it is not inherently more secure 

than the public cloud. While a 

managed cloud provider can 

manage private cloud solutions, 

this model leads to more respon-

sibility on the business’ end and 

reduced cost savings due to the 

lack of multi-tenancy. However, 

the private cloud environment 

is extremely beneficial for enter-

prises that must adhere to strict 

industry regulations and compli-

ance standards, like government 

organizations or financial institu-

tions, or those that already have a 

fully baked IT team and in-house 

infrastructure.

Private Cloud

You’re a good fit if...

You need to store and process 
sensitive or private data

You have existing hardware and 
software using virtualization tech

You have highly volatile applications 
needed within the cloud

You deal with regulated data or must 
comply to industry rules

You want to maintain control of 
proprietary workloads in the cloud

You have an established IT team 
in-house to manage infrastructure



Public, Private, or Hybrid Cloud

Hybrid cloud computing is a huge 

trend this year, with 90% of en-

terprises saying they’re going 

to pursue this option. This is a 

great compromise between pub-

lic and private clouds, as it offers 

the major benefits of both. Often, 

parts of a business’ operations 

are better suited for either pub-

lic or private environments, and 

the hybrid cloud accommodates 

this. Businesses can test and 

move certain applications and re-

sources to the public cloud, while 

maintaining key infrastructure or 

mission-critical resources on the 

private cloud.

The hybrid cloud tends to reas-

sure organizations that have an 

initial hesitancy about the security 

of a public cloud solution, wheth-

er that hesitancy is justified or not. 

It’s a great way to start experi-

menting with cloud services and 

maintain legacy resources while 

opening new lines of business in 

the cloud. Basically, companies 

can complete non-sensitive op-

erations and collaboration with-

in the public cloud environment 

while ensuring security for criti-

cal data and apps in the private 

environment. That “best of both 

worlds” idea is why hybrid cloud 

adoption continues to grow

Hybrid Cloud

You’re a good fit if...

You have sites that have unreliable 
fluctuations in traffic

You want the best of both worlds

You want added resources and 
flexibility with strong security

You have technical expertise 
and a clear strategy

“90% of 
businesses say 
they’re going to 

pursue the hybrid 
cloud option.”
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About RapidScale
RapidScale, a managed cloud services provider, delivers world-class, secure, and reliable cloud com-

puting solutions to companies of all sizes across the globe. Its state-of-the-art managed CloudDesktop 

platform and market-leading cloud solutions are the reasons why RapidScale is the provider of choice for 

leading MSOs, VARs, MSPs, Carriers and Master Agents throughout the United States. RapidScale is not 

only delivering a service but also innovating advanced solutions and applications for the cloud comput-

ing space. RapidScale’s innovative solutions include CloudServer, CloudDesktop, CloudOffice, CloudMail, 

CloudRecovery, CloudApps, and more.

What’s best for one business may 

not be best for another, so this 

is a complicated question. Ulti-

mately, your cloud deployment 

depends entirely on your unique 

needs. Think about each cloud 

model and whether or not it would 

address these needs - knowing 

their advantages and disadvan-

tages definitely makes deploying 

and maintaining a cloud solution 

that much easier. There’s no clear 

winner here because each model 

has a different purpose - and in a 

way, that’s what makes the cloud 

such a great solution. However, 

hybrid cloud is expected to see a 

lot of growth in coming years, due 

to the fact that it offers benefits 

of both public and private cloud 

models.

How do you choose?
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