
Pipe and Roof Deicing Heating Cable
Installation Instructions
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• PSR heating cable may be used to prevent water

pipes from freezing or to prevent the formation of
ice dams on roofs.

• PSR heating cable is suitable for use on metal and
plastic pipes (such as PVC or polybutylene) but not
on flexible vinyl tubing (such as garden hose).

• PSR heating cable is suitable for use in metallic and
nonmetallic gutters and downspouts.

• PSR heating cable is a self-regulating heating
cable designed to change its heat output as the
surrounding temperature changes. As the sur-
rounding temperature increases, the output of
the PSR cable decreases.

• PSR heating cables feature a pilot light in the plug
(120V models only) to indicate when power is ap-
plied to the cable.

• PSR cable is suitable for shingle, slate, metal, wood
and flat roofs with either plastic or metal gutters/
downspouts.
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1. Heating cables must be installed in compliance with

all national, state, provincial and local electrical codes.
Check with your local inspector for specific details.

2. These instructions must be retained and made avail-
able to the user and transferred to future users.

3. Heating cables must not be energized in summer
conditions; ensure that all heating cables are de-
energized during the summer.

4. Heating cables must be connected to a ground fault pro-
tection device. If you are unsure if the circuit supplying
the heating cable has ground fault protection, the Easy
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• Exposure to temperatures above 150°F (66°C) will
shorten the life of your cable. Before installing on
hot water pipes, set the water heater thermostat
below 150°F (66°C).

• Remove any old heating tapes or insulation before
installing the new cable.

• Do not alter the length of the cable.
• Do not use thin (1/8") foil-backed foam insulation.

Selection of heating cable. Select the appropriate cable
length from one of the two charts on next page. Cable
may be up to 2 feet shorter than the pipe. Lengths as-
sume lowest ambient temperature is -20°F (-29°C), with
a minimum of 1/2" fiberglass insulation or equivalent. For
protection to -40°F (-40°C), use 1" fiberglass insulation.
Note: Allow an extra foot of heating cable for each valve.

Heat HCP1 Cable Sentry can be used to provide appro-
priate protection for 120V cables. The HCP1 will iden-
tify a damaged cable and remove power from it, pre-
venting serious damage to your property.

5. Do not alter the length of the heating cable—cable
is factory sealed and alteration will result in risk of
electrical fire or shock.

6. Post warning labels (supplied with cable) to power
supply disconnect switch, circuit breaker panel, out-
door receptacle and any other appropriate locations,
as applicable. Also post labels along any pipe (on
outside of insulation) on which the cable is installed.

7. Do not bend cable to a diameter less than 5 times
the cable diameter.

8. Installing cable on a roof below 32° deg. F may dam-
age the shingle if it is brittle.


�
��	������
�
�����
�

���������	
����
���	�����	�
��
��������� ������������� �������� �!�"��#��"	$
������� � ��
������� �� ��
������	 �	 
�
������� �� ���
������� �� ���
�����
� 
� �
�
������� ��� ���

�%�������	
����
���	�����	�
��
��������� ������������� �������� �!�"��#��"	$
������� � ��
������� �� ��
������	 �	 
�
������� �� ���
������� �� ���
�����
� 
� �
�
������� ��� ���

����

����

©200  Easy Heat14022-001 Rev. 77



12345678
12345678
12345678
12345678
12345678

For 240 Volt cables, the cable is designed to be
directly connected into an appropriate electrical outlet
box supplied by ground fault protected circuit. Since it
will be necessary to remove power from the cable from
time to time, such as in summer, always connect the
cable to an appropriate double-pole electrical switch.
If the heating cable is the only load on the circuit, the
branch circuit breaker may be used to disconnect
power from the cable (switch is not necessary).
In addition, a remote thermostat similar to Easy Heat
model C3RC can be used for 120 Volt or 240 Volt cables
to reduce energy consumption and extend the life of
the cable. Consult your local Easy Heat supplier or rep-
resentative for other control options.

Testing the system. Once the installation is complete,
apply power to the heating cable; wait about one hour,
and then turn on a water tap supplied by the protected
pipe and test the temperature of the water. It should
feel warm almost immediately as the water heated by
the cable flows through the pipe.

Operation. Energize the cable/control upon the arrival
of cold weather in the fall and de-energize the cable in
late spring.

aMaintenance. Check cable each year for any
damage before energizing the heating cable. Check any
ground fault protection device for proper operation.
Check pipe insulation and replace any that may be loose or
damaged. Do not operate the cable if any damage is found.
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Attaching heating cable to pipes. Wrap Easy Heat
HCA (optional Application Tape) or nylon cable ties at
six-inch intervals to secure the heating cable to the pipe.

• If the heating cable is the same length as the pipe,
run it straight along the bottom of the pipe. If two
cables are required, position them in the 4 and 8
o’clock positions.

• If the cable selected is exactly double the pipe
length, apply a single trace of cable straight along
the pipe all the way to the end, and loop back,
applying cable straight along the pipe all the way
back to the starting point.

• If the cable selected is somewhat less than double
the pipe length, spiral the cable evenly along the
entire length of pipe.

Protecting the system with thermal insulation. Be-
fore insulating, ensure that there is no damage, such
as nicks or cuts on the heating cables.  Immediately
cover the pipe, cables, connections, valves and spig-
ots with 1/2" to 1" thick fiberglass insulation or equiva-
lent. Do not leave the cables exposed. Use fire-resis-
tant materials such as fiberglass wrap. Make sure
the insulation is waterproofed (with polyethylene or
other vapor barriers) in areas where water may come
in contact with the insulation.

Heating cable control options and power connection.
For 120 Volt cables, the heating cable can simply be
plugged into either a ground fault protected electrical
receptacle or the Easy Heat HCP1 Cable Sentry.

���������	
���
������������
����������������������


������	�2�� (�42���	�2��

1234567
1234567
1234567
1234567
1234567

���	��
�����
��&�'��(���������)* %*�+�,* -*�+���* �)*�+��!* �,*�+��.* ��/*�+��%*�����!*�������,*�+�!�* !�*�+�-! ���-,*�+����*

���� � � � � � � � � �

���� � � � � � � � � � �

���� � � � � � � � � � �

���� � � � � � � � � � �

���� � � � � � � � � � �

������������� !�	
����"#$���
�%��
&�����''�
(')���
�(*

������������� !�	
����"#$���
�%��
&�����''�
(')���
�(*

���������������� !+�)'���$���
�%��
&�����''�
(')���
�("

��������� Pipe & Roof Deicing Cable Installation Instructions

,-&
�(��.�-�����)���������+�	
����"#$�.�
�%��
&�����''�/(')���
�("



�

	��������
Selection of heating cable. The total heating cable length
for deicing is determined by including all elements of
the roof system that need protection. Use Tables 1 and 2
to determine the total length of cable. usually one cable
will be sufficient for both roof and gutter areas. For
larger installations, use separate cables for roof area
and gutter/downspout area.

Installation procedures.
• Remove leaves, pine needles, or any combustible

debris from roof, gutters and downspouts before
installing roof deicing cable.

• Use ZH-C Roof Clips (sold separately) for attaching
the heating cable to the roof (shingle and metal roofs).

• For downspouts longer than 20 feet, use DSH
Downspout Hanger (sold separately) to support the
heating cable where it enters/exits a downspout.

One hanger is required for each downspout. Always
loop the cable down to the bottom of downspout and
back up toward gutter, clamping it into downspout
hanger to prevent cable from being damaged by drain/
gutter edge. This also ensures that the cable tail is
secured on the roof. Cable to be linked to roof loop (see
diagrams).
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Heating cable control options and power connection.
For 120 Volt cables, the heating cable can be simply
plugged into a ground fault protected electrical recep-
tacle, or the Easy Heat HCP1 Cable Sentry, when icing
conditions are present on the roof. The (optional) Easy
Heat RS-2 Roof Sentry (120 Volt) control can be used to
automatically ensure cables are energized only when
icing conditions are present on the roof, minimizing
energy consumption and extending cable life.

For 240 Volt cables, the cable is designed to be directly
connected into an appropriate electrical connection box.
Since it will be necessary to remove power from the cable
from time to time, such as in summer, always connect
the cable to an appropriate double-pole electrical switch.
If the heating cable is the only load on the circuit, the
branch circuit breaker may be used to disconnect power
from the cable (switch is not necessary). Several auto-
matic controls are available from Easy Heat.

aAlways connect a pilot light into the circuit of 240V
cables to indicate when the cables are energized.

Testing the system. Once the installation is complete,
apply power to the heating cable; the surface of the
cable will feel warm after about 15 minutes.

Operation. If no automatic controls are installed,
energize the cable only when icing conditions are
present on the roof, and de-energize when icing con-
ditions are no longer present. For 120 Volt models only,
the power cord plug contains a pilot light indicating
that power is being applied to the cable. Ensure power
is removed from the cable/control in summer.

a Maintenance. Check cable annually for any
damage, such as nicks or cuts possibly caused by
animals or other activity on the roof. Check any ground
fault protection devices for proper operation. Remove
all debris (leaves, twigs, pine needles, etc.) from roof,
gutters and downspouts prior to energizing the roof
cable. Do not attempt to energize the roof cable if any
of these problems are discovered.
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99 Union Street
Elmira, ON N3B 3L7

2 Connecticut South Drive
East Granby, CT 06026

 


