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Natalia Osipova & Sergei Polunin in Arthur Pita’s Run Mary Run. Photo by Bill Cooper 
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Introduction 
 
Multi award-winning Russian ballerina Natalia Osipova is a major star in the dance 
world. She joined the Bolshoi Ballet at 18 and has danced many of the art form’s 
biggest roles. After leaving the Bolshoi in 2011, she joined American Ballet Theatre 
as Guest Artist and performed as a Principal at the Mikhailovsky Ballet of St 
Petersburg. She joined The Royal Ballet as a Principal in 2013 after a much 
anticipated guest appearance in Swan Lake: 
 
‘She astonishes in all the ways you would expect of her. For Osipova is not merely a 
world-class, instinctive technician (though she is supremely that), but specifically a 
performer who, by some strange magic, appears to find it easier to be off the ground 
than on it: the air welcomes and embraces her like no other female dancer I have 
ever seen. The tiniest skip seems to send her soaring, and yet – however high, far, 
or fast she jumps – she miraculously manages to land in complete silence.’ The Daily 
Telegraph, London 
 
In this new Sadler’s Wells production, Osipova and her company of invited guests 
perform three brand new dance works created especially for her. She is a force of 
nature, celebrated for her brilliant technique, vivid characterisation and electrifying 
energy. In her first foray into contemporary dance, Osipova performs new works 
inspired by her astonishing talent by three of today’s most influential choreographers: 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Russell Maliphant and Arthur Pita. 
 
Billing & Credits 
 
You are welcome to use any of the following titles for the show: 
Natalia Osipova 
Natalia Osipova & Guests 
Natalia Osipova & Guest Artists 
Natalia Osipova & Artists 
 
The following credit must appear on all printed materials including leaflets, posters, 
brochures and programmes as well as websites and press releases: 
 
A Sadler’s Wells London Production 
 
If your venue is inside the United Kingdom, London may be removed. 
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Brochure Copy 
 
A Sadler’s Wells Production 
Natalia Osipova <& Guests/Artists> 
 
Multi award-winning Russian classical ballerina Natalia Osipova is a major star in the 
dance world.  She started formal ballet training at age 8, joining the Bolshoi Ballet at 
age 18 and dancing many of the art form’s biggest roles. After leaving the Bolshoi in 
2011, she joined American Ballet Theatre as a guest dancer and later the 
Mikhailovsky Ballet. She joined The Royal Ballet as a principal in 2013 after her 
guest appearance in Swan Lake.  
 
“Visceral, emotional intensity blended with impressive technical excellence” 
Huffington Post 
 
For this exciting production, Natalia Osipova experiments with the contemporary 
genre as she strives for new ways of artistic expression. The programme, the first 
ever to be commissioned by her, features work inspired by this unique dancer, by 
three contemporary choreographers: Sadler’s Wells Associate Artists Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui and Russell Maliphant, alongside Royal Opera House regular Arthur Pita. 
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Target Audience 
 

 Dancers 

 Dance teachers/students 

 Ballet goers 

 Regular dance attendees 

 Russians living in your area 
 
Selling Points 
 
The Show 

 Won award at Edinburgh International Festival 

 Natalia dances in all three pieces 

 New work only been seen in a few places  

 Additional dancers are of an incredibly high standard 

 It was filmed and broadcast by Sky Arts 
 
Natalia Osipova 

 World famous ballerina who has had an impressive ballet career 

 First time she has commissioned contemporary work 

 Well known for the high standard of her dancing and acting 

 Principal Dancer at The Royal Ballet 
 
Sergei Polunin 

 Ex-Royal Ballet Dancer 

 Known for his performance in a David LaChappel video using the Houzier 
song Take Me to Church. 

 A film about him entitled Dancer is being released in 2017. 
 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui 

 Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui is a multi award-winning choreographer renowned for his 
inquisitive nature and collaborations with other cultures. 

 His collaborations have included zero degrees with kathak dancer Akram 
Khan, Sutra with monks from the Shaolin Temple in China, Dunas with 
flamenco dancer Maria Pages and TeZukA which was inspired by Japanese 
manga artist Osamu Tezuka. 

 He is Artistic Director of Royal Ballet of Flanders. 

 He choreographed the dance scenes in the feature film Anna Karenina 
starring Keira Knightly. 

 
Russell Maliphant 

 Russell Maliphant is a multi-award-winning choreographer with international 

recognition. 

 His works, including Conceal | Reveal, Still Current, Afterlight, Eonnagata and 

PUSH have consistently toured around the world. 

 He trained at The Royal Ballet School and graduated into Sadler’s Wells 

Royal Ballet before leaving to pursue an independent career working with 

companies such as DV8. He went on to win the Time Out Live award for 

raising improvisational dance to new heights 

mailto:lucy.white@sadlerswells.com
mailto:Jolene.dyke@sadlerswells.com
http://www.sadlerswells.com/tour-marketing/natalia-osipova


 
 

For more info please contact 
Lucy White, Marketing Manager at lucy.white@sadlerswells.com 

Jolene Dyke, Press Officer at Jolene.dyke@sadlerswells.com 
Images & video can be downloaded from: www.sadlerswells.com/tour-marketing/natalia-osipova  

 

 He has worked with lighting designer Michael Hulls for 20 years. Together 

they have developed a unique process with unique results. “Dancing bodies 

rarely look more beautiful than in the work of Russell Maliphant” (The 

Guardian). 

 Russell has collaborated with Sylvie Guillem for over 10 years and more than 

any other choreographer. PUSH toured internationally for 10 years including 

5 London seasons. He recently created Here & After, a duet for La Scala 

dancer Emmanuela Montenari and Sylvie Guillem, which forms part of 

Guillem’s farewell dance tour, Life in Progress. 

 Russell has often worked with the BalletBoyz and choreographed pieces 

including Torsion and Fallen for TheTalent, the new generation of dancers 

who make up the company. 

 Russell’s work Second Breath was created for English National Ballet’s Lest 

We Forget, evening part of the commemoration of the First World War. It has 

recently been nominated for a Southbank Show Award.  

 As well as touring his own work abroad, he has worked extensively with 

international companies including Munich’s Bayerisches Staatsballett. 

 Russell has also choreographed commercials for Lexus, Audi and Spotify, 

Lucozade, Honda and Sagami.  

 Russell trained in Biomechanics, Anatomy and Physiology. He qualified as a 

practitioner of the Rolf Method of Structural Integration (or Rolfing - working 

with the effects of the body’s fascial layers and how this organises the body’s 

sequential flow. This has informed his choreographic practise)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Russell Maliphant has been a Sadler’s Wells Associate Artist since 2005 and 

received an honorary doctorate from Plymouth University in 2011. 

 
Arthur Pita 

 Known for his fantastic storytelling through dance. 

 He has worked extensively in the ballet world and with some of the biggest 

ballet dancers of his generation. 

 His Metamorphosis led to Edward Watson winning an Outstanding 

Achievement in Dance award at the Olivier Awards for his performance in the 

show. 

 He has a masters degree from London Contemporary Dance School. 
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Social Media 
 
Twitter Handles 
 
@NatOsipova 
@Sadlers_Wells 
@SergeiPolunin_ 
@CherkaouiLarbi 
@RMaliphant 
@PitaArthur 
 
Instagram accounts 
 
@nataliaosipova86 
@sadlers_wells 
@sidilarbicherkaoui 
@maliphantworks 
@arthurpita 
 
Facebook pages 
/sadlerswells 
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Box Office Info 
 
Running Times:  
Run Mary Run: 34 minutes            
Interval: 20mins 
Qutb: 24mins 
Interval: 20mins 
Silent Echo: 23mins 
 
Age Guidance: Run Mary Run contains a scene where Sergei pretends to inject 
himself.  
 
Casting: 
Run Mary Run 
Natalia Osipova & Sergei Polunin 
 
Qutb 
Natalia Osipova, Jason Kittleberger & James O’Hara 
 
Silent Echo 
Natalia Osipova & Sergei Polunin 
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Press Release 
 

Natalia Osipova 
<INSERT VENUE> 
<INSERT DATES / PERFORMANCE TIMES> 
<INSERT TICKET PRICES AND BOOKING DETAILS> 
 

“Osipova’s power glinted through… A rare achievement indeed for a ballet star, but it 
looked so right.”  
Sunday Express on Silent Echo 
 
Following the World Premiere at Sadler’s Wells Theatre in June 2016, multi-award-
winning ballerina Natalia Osipova visits <INSERT VENUE NAME> with the triple bill 
of work created for her by renowned contemporary choreographers Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui, Russell Maliphant and Arthur Pita.  
 
Once again, Osipova will be joined on stage by former Royal Ballet dancer Sergei 
Polunin.  
 
Natalia Osipova is a Principal with The Royal Ballet. She joined the company in 2013 
after her guest appearance in Swan Lake, and has performed lead roles in Giselle, 
Don Quixote, The Nutcracker, La Fille mal gardée and DGV: Danse à grande 
vitesse. She has created roles in Wayne McGregor’s Tetractys and Woolf Works, 
and Alastair Marriott’s Connectome. She started her formal ballet training at the age 
of eight, before joining the Bolshoi Ballet at the age of 18. She has also danced with 
American Ballet Theatre and Mikhailovsky Ballet. 
 
The first of three works performed by Osipova is Qutb, choreographed by Sadler’s 
Wells Associate Artist and Artistic Director of Royal Ballet of Flanders Sidi Larbi 
Cherkaoui. Qutb, a trio for Osipova and two male dancers, Jason Kittleberger 
(Cedar Lake Contemporary Dance Company) and James O’Hara (recently seen in 
Bolero at Paris Opera Ballet with Marina Abramovitch and long term collaborator with 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui).  
 
Qutb, an exploration of unknown and dangerous territory, with the three performers, 
each coming from different dance or movement languages, connect and 
communicate with one another. The work features Cherkaoui’s trademark alchemy of 
movement vocabularies, musical genres and cultures with lighting designed by 
recent Knight of Illumination winner Fabiana Piccoli and a soundscape designed by 
Felix Buxton from Basement Jaxx. The work also features costume designs by 
Kimie Nakano, a frequent collaborator with Akram Khan Company.  
 
Cherkaoui has created more than 20 works including zero degrees, Babel, Sutra and 
m¡longa and is acknowledged as one of Europe’s most exciting choreographers. He 
continues to work with a variety of theatres, opera houses and ballet companies from 
around the world including Dutch National Ballet, Paris Opera Ballet, 
GöteborgsOperan Danskompani, Bunkamura Theatre Cocoon in Tokyo and Stuttgart 
Ballet. Cherkaoui received international acclaim for his choreography in Joe Wright’s 
feature film Anna Karenina (2012).  
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The second work in the programme is Russell Maliphant’s Silent Echo, a new duet 
for Osipova and Sergei Polunin. The piece features lighting by Maliphant’s long-time 
collaborator and Knight of Illumination award-winner Michael Hulls. Hulls, a Sadler’s 
Wells Associate Artist, also received an Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Dance in 2014. The new work features a soundtrack from UK composer and 
sound artist Scanner.  
 
Maliphant is one of the longest-standing Associate Artists of Sadler’s Wells. He 
trained at the Royal Ballet School and graduated into Sadler's Wells Royal Ballet 
Company before leaving to pursue a career in independent dance. As a dancer he 
worked with companies such as DV8 Physical Theatre, Michael Clark Company, 
Laurie Booth and Rosemary Butcher. He also studied anatomy, physiology and bio-
mechanics. He became certified as a practitioner of the Rolfing Method of Structural 
Integration in 1994, which has subsequently informed both his teaching and 
choreographic work. 
 
Throughout his career Maliphant has set works on renowned companies and artists 
including: Sylvie Guillem, Robert Lepage, The Ballet Boyz, Lyon Opera Ballet, 
Ricochet Dance Company, CobosMika, The Batsheva Ensemble, and Ballet de 
Lorraine. He has been the recipient of several awards including two Olivier Awards, a 
Critics’ Circle National Dance Award for Best Choreography (Modern) and a South 
Bank Show Award. 
 
The final part of the evening sees a second duet for Osipova and Polunin from Royal 
Opera House regular Arthur Pita. In Run Mary Run, Pita crafts a dark, comedic story 
for the pair, highlighting Osipova’s natural gift for acting. The work features a 
soundtrack from The Shangri-La’s, The Crystals and David Lynch, mixed by Pita’s 
long-time collaborator Frank Moon. Pita and Osipova previously worked together on 
Facada which was seen at the London Coliseum in 2014 as part of Solo for Two and 
featured Osipova dancing with Ivan Vasiliev.  
 
Pita has also choreographed movement for plays, operas and musicals, including 
Women Beware Women at the National Theatre, Becky Shaw at the Almeida and La 
Bohème and Show Boat at the Royal Albert Hall. His production of The Little Match 
Girl received rave reviews at its premiere in 2014, and returned to Sadler’s Wells’ 
Lilian Baylis Studio for the 2015 Christmas season. Earlier in 2016, Pita premiered 
new work Cristaux, part of a triple bill for Ballet Black at the Barbican. In March 2017 
Arthur Pita will premiere new work for San Francisco Ballet.  
 
Press night: <INSERT DATE> 
 
A Sadler's Wells Production 
 
For more information or to arrange interviews please contact <INSERT PRESS 
OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS> 
 
Notes to Editors  
 
Listings information: 
Natalia Osipova 
<INSERT VENUE> 
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<INSERT DATES / PERFORMANCE TIMES> 
<INSERT TICKET PRICES AND BOOKING DETAILS> 
 
 
ABOUT NATALIA OSIPOVA 
Russian dancer Natalia Osipova is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. She joined the 
Company as a Principal in autumn 2013, after appearing as a Guest Artist the 
previous season as Odette/Odile (Swan Lake) with Carlos Acosta. Her roles with the 
Company include Giselle, Kitri (Don Quixote), Sugar Plum Fairy (The Nutcracker), 
Lise (La Fille mal gardée), Titania (The Dream), Juliet, Tatiana (Onegin), Manon, 
Natalia Petrovna (A Month in the Country) and roles in Serenade, DGV: Danse à 
grande vitesse and Tchaikovsky Pas de deux. She has created roles in Wayne 
McGregor’s Tetractys and Woolf Worksand Alastair Marriott’s Connectome.  
 
Osipova was born in Moscow and began dancing at the age of five. Aged eight she 
joined the Mikhail Lavrovsky Ballet School. From 1995 to 2004 she trained at the 
Moscow State Academy of Choreography and on graduating entered the corps of the 
Bolshoi Ballet, where she was promoted to Principal in 2010. Her repertory there 
included Kitri (Don Quixote), Giselle, Nikiya and Gamzatti (La Bayadère), La 
Sylphide, Esmerelda, Princess Aurora (The Sleeping Beauty) and Swanilda 
(Coppélia). In 2011 she left the Bolshoi to join the Mikhailovsky Ballet as a Principal.  
 
Osipova has appeared as a guest artist with companies around the world. In March 
2012 she became a Principal of American Ballet Theatre, where she created the title 
role in Alexei Ratmansky’s The Firebird. Her awards include Golden Masks for her 
performances in Twyla Tharp’s In the Upper Room (2008) and La Sylphide (2009), 
Critics’ Circle National Dance Awards (Best Female Dancer, 2007 and 2010) and a 
Benois de la Danse Award (Best Female Dancer, 2008). 
 
ABOUT SADLER’S WELLS 
Sadler's Wells is a world-leading dance house, committed to producing, 
commissioning and presenting new works and to bringing the best international and 
UK dance to London and worldwide audiences. Under the Artistic Directorship of 
Alistair Spalding, the theatre’s acclaimed year-round programme spans dance of 
every kind, from contemporary to flamenco, Bollywood to ballet, salsa to street dance 
and tango to tap.  
 
Since 2005, it has helped to bring over 100 new dance works to the stage and its 
award-winning commissions and collaborative productions regularly tour 
internationally. Sadler’s Wells supports 16 Associate Artists, three Resident 
Companies, an Associate Company and two International Associate Companies. It 
also nurtures the next generation of talent through its New Wave Associates and 
Summer University programmes, its Wild Card initiative and hosting of the National 
Youth Dance Company. 
 
Located in Islington, north London, the current theatre is the sixth to have stood on 
the site since it was first built by Richard Sadler in 1683. The venue has played an 
illustrious role in the history of theatre ever since, with The Royal Ballet, Birmingham 
Royal Ballet and English National Opera all having started at Sadler’s Wells.  
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Sadler’s Wells is an Arts Council National Portfolio Organisation and currently 
receives approximately 10% of its revenue from Arts Council England.  
 
 
Press Strategy 
 
It is worth keeping in mind that Natalia Osipova does not speak fluent English, 
therefore would need a translator for interviews, and therefore might not work for 
broadcast opportunities.   
 
Press Quotes 
 
**** “Russell Maliphant’s terrific Silent Echo, made for Osipova and Polunin, brings 
them together for an intense and sensually charged duet that seems to take flight” 
The Times 
 
**** “Pita’s theatrical choreography blends sweet fantasy with grisly reality” The 
Times 
 
**** “There are outstanding moments – lifts in which her exceptional suppleness and 
strength create the illusion that she’s walking, flying or hovering over her partners’ 
bodies.” The Guardian 
 
“Osipova’s transition is mirrored beautifully in Cherkaoui’s choreography. With raw, 
almost uncomfortable physicality, the trio navigate their new, treacherous 
surroundings and fragility gives way to strength. It’s a powerful piece” Daily 
Telegraph 
 
“Russell Maliphant marks the couple’s contemporary debut. It’s dizzying whirling 
dervish of a piece with a short pas de deux and two grandiose solos (those in it to 
see Polunin jump won’t be disappointed).” Daily Telegraph 
 
**** “Without doubt the hit of the evening is Russell Maliphant’s Silent Echo. 
Maliphant, Osipova and Polunin are indeed a match made in heaven.” Daily Express 
 
“Visceral, emotional intensity blended with impressive technical excellence” 
Huffington Post 
 
**** “Classical ballerina stretches herself to brilliant effect in three-part modern 
triumph” The Scotsman 
 
**** “An exciting triple bill of dramatic contrasts shows off ballet star Natalia Osipova 
to stunning effect as her classical training skills meld with contemporary dance” The 
Skinny 
 
***** “Classical training and contemporary choreography produce fireworks in this 
triple bill from Natalia Osipova” The List 
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Biogs 
 
Natalia Osipova 
Dancer 
 
Russian dancer Natalia Osipova is a Principal of The Royal Ballet. She joined the 
Company as a Principal in autumn 2013, after appearing as a Guest Artist the 
previous Season as Odette/Odile (Swan Lake) with Carlos Acosta. Her roles with the 
Company include Giselle, Kitri (Don Quixote), Sugar Plum Fairy (The Nutcracker), 
Lise (La Fille mal gardée), Titania (The Dream), Juliet, Tatiana (Onegin), Manon, 
Natalia Petrovna (A Month in the Country) and roles in Serenade, DGV: Danse à 
grande vitesse and Tchaikovsky Pas de deux. She has created roles in Wayne 
McGregor’s Tetractys and Woolf Worksand Alastair Marriott’s Connectome. 
 
Osipova was born in Moscow and began dancing at the age of five. Aged eight she 
joined the Mikhail Lavrosky Ballet School. From 1995 to 2004 she trained at the 
Moscow State Academy of Choreography and on graduating entered the corps of the 
Bolshoi Ballet, where she was promoted to principal in 2010. Her repertory there 
included Kitri (Don Quixote), Giselle, Nikiya and Gamzatti (La Bayadère), La 
Sylphide, Esmerelda, Princess Aurora (The Sleeping Beauty) and Swanilda 
(Coppélia). In 2011 she left the Bolshoi to join the Mikhailovsky Ballet as a principal. 
 
Osipova has appeared as a guest artist with companies around the world. In March 
2012 she became a principal of American Ballet Theatre, where she created the title 
role in Alexei Ratmansky’s The Firebird. Her awards include Golden Masks for her 
performances in Twyla Tharp’s In the Upper Room (2008) and La Sylphide (2009), 
Critics’ Circle National Dance Awards (Best Female Dancer, 2007 and 2010) and a 
Benois de la Danse Award (Best Female Dancer, 2008). 
 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui  
Choreographer, Qutb 
 
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui’s debut as a choreographer was in 1999 with Andrew Wale’s 
contemporary musical, Anonymous Society. Since then he has made over 30 full-
fledged choreographic pieces and picked up a slew of awards, including two Olivier 
Awards, two Ballet Tanz awards for best choreographer (2008, 2011) and the Kairos 
Prize (2009) for his artistic vision and his quest for intercultural dialogue. 
 
Cherkaoui’s earlier pieces were made at Les Ballets C. de la B. – Rien de Rien 
(2000), Foi (2003) and Tempus Fugit (2004). He undertook parallel projects that both 
expanded and consolidated his artistic vision; D’avant (2002) with longstanding 
artistic partner Damien Jalet at Sasha Waltz & Guests company, and zero degrees 
(2005) with Akram Khan. From 2004 to 2009, Cherkaoui was based in Antwerp as 
artist in residence at Toneelhuis, which produced Myth (2007) and Origine (2008). 
 
In 2008, Cherkaoui premiered Sutra at Sadler’s Wells. This award-winning 
collaboration with artist Antony Gormley and the Shaolin monks continues to tour the 
world to great critical acclaim. After his first commissioned piece in North America, 
Orbo Novo (Cedar Lake Contemporary Ballet) and a series of duets such as Faun 
(which premiered at Sadler’s Wells as part of In the Spirit of Diaghilev) and Dunas 
with flamenco dancer María Pagés (both 2009), in 2010, Cherkaoui launched his 
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own company Eastman, currently resident at deSingel International Arts Campus 
(Antwerp). 
 
Spring 2010 saw him reunited with choreographer Damien Jalet and Antony Gormley 
to make Babel(words) which won an Olivier. That same year he created Rein, a duet 
featuring Guro Nagelhus Schia and Vebjørn Sundby, as well as Play, a duet with 
Kuchipudi danseuse Shantala Shivalingappa and Bound, a duet for Shanell Winlock 
and Gregory Maqoma as part of Southern Bound Comfort. In 2011 he created 
TeZukA – his homage to Osamu Tezuka, the founding father of modern manga – 
and Labyrinth for the Dutch National Ballet. In 2012, he created Puz/zle Eastman, 
which won him a second Olivier. In the same year, he also collaborated with Joe 
Wright on his feature film Anna Karenina, for which Cherkaoui received international 
acclaim for his choreography.  
 

2013 saw the premiere of 4D and genesis 生长 (a collaboration with Yabin Wang), 

Boléro (co-created with Damien Jalet and Marina Abramović, for the Paris Opera 
Ballet), and m¡longa (Sadler’s Wells). He reunited with Joe Wright to co-direct A 
Season in the Congo at The Young Vic. In 2014, he created Noetic for the 
GöteborgsOperans Danskompani, Mercy (from Solo for Two) for Natalia Osipova 
and Ivan Vasiliev, which they performed at the London Coliseum. In the same year, 
he directed his first opera, Shell Shock, with music by Nicholas Lens and text by Nick 
Cave, for La Monnaie, in commemoration of the centenary of World War I. 
 
In January 2015, Cherkaoui directed Pluto - a new theatre adaptation based on 
Naoki Urasawa’s much loved manga by the same name – and the Bunkamura 
production premiered in Tokyo to rave reviews. From there, he went to Germany and 
choreographed a ballet piece on Stravinsky’s Firebird for the Stuttgart Ballet, which 
premiered in March to critical acclaim. This was followed closely by the premiere of 
Harbor Me - a commission by LA Dance Project – in Paris, and the premiere of 
Frame[d] - a re-creation of Babel for the National Youth Dance Company – at 
Sadler’s Wells, as the Guest Artistic Director of the company for 2015. Later that 
year, Cherkaoui worked on the movement for Hamlet at the Barbican in London, 
directed by Lyndsey Turner and starring Benedict Cumberbatch in the lead role. 
Fractus V - the latest company piece for his company Eastman - premiered in 
September 2015 in Antwerp and is currently touring internationally. 
 
Since his appointment as the artistic director of the Royal Ballet of Flanders in 2015, 
Cherkaoui has created two critically acclaimed works for the Ballet: Fall in October 
last year, and Pictures at An Exhibition in May this year for an evening of Ravel. He 
was also commissioned by the Paris Opera Ballet to make a new version of 
Nutcracker, featuring choreography by three choreographers: Cherkaoui, Edouard 
Lock and Arthur Pita, which premiered in Paris in March 2016. In the same year, he 
also made Qutb (a trio for Natalia Osipova) - a Sadler’s Wells and Osipova 
commission - and created a new version of the opera-ballet Les Indes Galantes as 
artistic director, at the invitation of Bayerische Staatsoper Munich (the Munich State 
Opera). 
 
Cherkaoui has been an Associate Artist of Sadler’s Wells since 2008. In addition to 
his dual roles as artistic director of Eastman and of the Royal Ballet of Flanders, he 
continues working with a variety of theatres, opera houses and ballet companies. 
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In March 2016, he was conferred an honorary doctorate by the University of Antwerp 
for his outstanding contribution to the field of contemporary dance. 
 
 
Russell Maliphant 
Choreographer, Silent Echo 
 
Russell Maliphant trained at The Royal Ballet School and graduated into Sadler’s 
Wells Royal Ballet before leaving to pursue a career in independent dance. He 
danced with DV8, Michael Clark, Rosemary Butcher and Laurie Booth – with whom 
he was awarded a Time Out Live award for ‘raising improvisational dance to new 
heights’. Between 1991–1994 Maliphant studied anatomy, physiology and 
biomechanics, and qualified as a practitioner of the Rolf Method of Structural 
Integration (or Rolfing) in 1994. These studies inform both his teaching and 
choreographic work, along with a diverse range of body practices and techniques 
including classical ballet, contact improvisation, yoga, capoeira and tai chi. Since 
1994 he has collaborated closely with lighting designer Michael Hulls, evolving a 
language where movement and light are intimately connected and the meeting point 
becomes a new language in itself. He formed Russell Maliphant Company in 1996 
and has also worked with renowned companies and artists including Sylvie Guillem, 
Robert Lepage, Isaac Julian, Balletboyz and Lyon Opera Ballet. In 2002 he received 
the Time Out Live award for outstanding collaboration for his work Sheer and in 2003 
received a South Bank Show dance award for the piece Choice. At the end of that 
year he created Broken Fall for Sylvie Guillem and Balletboyz which premiered at the 
Royal Opera House and received an Olivier award for best new dance production. 
 
Broken Fall was restaged in 2004 as part of the programme Rise and Fall, containing 
three of Maliphant’s works, and received the Critics’ Circle National Dance award for 
best modern choreography. Rise and Fall toured for two years and in 2005 Sylvie 
Guillem invited Maliphant to create an evening of work for them both, culminating in 
the duet PUSH. This premiered at Sadler’s Wells and received a South Bank Show 
award and an Olivier award in 2006. PUSH has since toured throughout the world 
and continues to do so. Its creation was followed by two artistically diverse 
collaborations: Cast No Shadow with visual artist Isaac Julien, and Eonnagata which 
was created and performed with theatre director Robert Lepage and Sylvie Guillem. 
 
In 2009 Maliphant created part one of Afterlight for In the Spirit of Diaghilev, Sadler’s 
Wells’ celebration of Les Ballets Russes. This received the Critics’ Circle National 
Dance award for best modern choreography in 2010 and was also nominated for an 
Olivier award. Parts two and three of Afterlight followed and toured as a full evening 
together with part one. The Rodin Project opened at Théâtre National de Chaillot in 
Paris at the end of January 2012 and was adapted for film, in a collaboration with the 
directors Warren Du Preez and Nick Thornton Jones, and re-titled ‘Erebus’. 
 
In 2011, Maliphant was awarded an honorary doctorate of arts from Plymouth 
University. Russell Maliphant became an Associate Artist of Sadler’s Wells in 2005. 
 
Arthur Pita 
Choreographer, Run Mary Run 
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Portuguese choreographer Arthur Pita created his award-winning dance theatre 
piece The Metamorphosis, an adaptation of Kafka’s short story, in the Linbury Studio 
Theatre in 2011. Its 2012 revival was broadcast on Sky Arts. His other work in the 
Linbury includes And Then Gone for Bare Bones and God’s Garden for DanceEast 
and ROH2. In 2014 he brought his dance marathon The World’s Greatest Show to 
the Paul Hamlyn Hall. For The Royal Opera he has created the choreography for 
Carmen, directed by Francesca Zambello and La donna del lago and Rise and Fall of 
the City of Mahagonny, both directed by John Fulljames. In 2015 he created The 
Ballad of Mack and Ginny on Wendy Whelan and Edward Watson as part of 
Whelan/Watson: Other Stories. 
 
Pita was born in South Africa and studied dance in Johannesburg. He came to 
London in 1991 to train at the London Contemporary Dance School, graduating with 
a master’s degree. He has worked internationally in opera, musicals, plays and film, 
and created several original commissions for dance companies including Phoenix 
Dance Theatre, Candoco and Ballet Black. 
 
Pita’s original productions include BoomShe SheBoom, Bugger: a fairytale and 
Camp, all performed at The Place, and The Little Match Girl for Jerwood 
DanceHouse – DanceEast, where Pita is currently Artist in Residence. He adapted 
his God’s Garden for Natalia Osipova and Ivan Vasiliev in their Solo for Two 
programme in 2014. 
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