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MESSAGE FROM 
DAVID BELL
CHAIRMAN
Sadler’s Wells excelled in 2012-13 in 
presenting a dynamic and rich variety of
world class dance all year round – including
several projects as part of the Cultural
Olympiad – which enabled the theatre to 
attract almost half a million audience 
members in London.

Dance continues to grow in popularity and it’s
no surprise when you see the bold and 
exciting new work that artists are making
today for Sadler’s Wells’ stages and beyond.

Lilian Baylis is one of the most significant 
figures in Sadler’s Wells’ history and her life’s
mission was to create a theatre that attracted 
audiences from all walks of life. I think if she
were here to see the audiences that fill
Sadler’s Wells and the Peacock Theatre she
would be delighted by their diversity and
thrilled by the power of dance to reach out to
young and old alike.

Beyond London, Sadler’s Wells reached 
another 130,000 people who saw one of our 
productions at arts venues around the world
in one of the 51 international cities to which
we toured in 2012/13.

Strong ticket sales and prudent management
allowed the theatre to build its financial 
resilience during the year which is especially
important in this era, of reduced public 
funding for the arts.

Alistair Spalding has been artistic director of
Sadler’s Wells for almost a decade and 
during that time has been instrumental in
making contemporary dance exciting and 
relevant for audiences. He has also 
successfully made the shift from Sadler’s
Wells being purely a receiving house to also
being a producer of original new work. 

So I think it was fitting that in 2012 he was
awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
honours for services to dance. Working with
some of the most talented artists and 
companies, Alistair and his excellent staff are
helping to make dance the representative art
form of our time.

2012 will forever be remembered as London’s
Olympic year when our capital had a chance to
shine. Sadler’s Wells used the opportunity to reflect
on the diversity of our city and of our art form with a
rich and varied programme that also showed off the
city's status as a world leader for culture.

One of the projects that stands out for me was our
joint venture with the Barbican to present ten works
by the late Pina Bausch, in tribute to her and as part
of the Olympic festivities. These ten 
productions were each influenced by a global city
so throughout June and July, the world really came
to London through the eyes of Pina Bausch. It was
a fitting memorial for a woman who has inspired
generations of dancers and choreographers, and
will continue to do so through the power of her 
astonishing back catalogue of works.

Collaboration is fundamental to developing dance
as an art form and to the way we bring in new 
audiences and Wah! Wah! Girls, our British 
Bollywood musical, was a good example. By 
joining forces with Theatre Royal Stratford East and
Kneehigh we connected with communities and
parts of London that are perhaps less familiar with
what we do here at Sadler’s Wells and the Peacock
Theatre. Although we present our productions all
around the world it’s important to us that we 
continue converting London into a city of dance-
lovers!

We celebrated the 25th anniversary of Matthew
Bourne’s company, New Adventures (formerly 
Adventures in Motion Pictures). Matthew has been
integral to the Sadler’s Wells vision over the last
decade, giving us unforgettable Christmas 
seasons. 2012 saw the world première of
Matthew’s Sleeping Beauty and provided a rare 
opportunity to see three of his earliest pieces as well
as the Olivier Award-winning Play Without Words.

I firmly believe that Sadler’s Wells should be a place
for supporting and nurturing talent – a place that not
only reflects the international dance landscape but
also gives something back by allowing new ideas
to grow and flourish. Since I became artistic 
director in 2004, Sadler’s Wells has made it a 
priority to build strong relationships with some of the
most successful and celebrated choreographers of
our time. By nurturing their work and careers we are
able to bring audiences 14 productions this past
year that were either our own productions or from
our Associate Artists and Resident Companies.

2012 saw the second year of our Summer 
University and the launch of two initiatives to 
support young artists – our New Wave Associate
Artists and Wild Card series.

We were also selected to host the National Youth
Dance Company bringing together some of the
brightest young talent, from across the country to
create and perform innovative new dance.

I believe the ongoing pressure on arts funding is the
new reality that we are all learning to live with. At
Sadler’s Wells we have continued programming
bold works that question, challenge, provoke and
emotionally engage people. This has paid off and I
am thrilled that we have continued to attract large
and diverse audiences of half a million across our
three London theatres. 

My thanks to our loyal and enthusiastic audiences,
our artists, staff, supporters and to Arts Council
England. Sadler’s Wells is a team effort and every
part of the team is incredibly hard working. Thank
you for enabling dance – and Sadler's Wells – to
continue to thrive. 

A MESSAGE FROM 
ALISTAIR SPALDING CBE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE



ABOUT
SADLER’S
WELLS
As one of the world’s leading dance theatres
Sadler’s Wells presents a rich and varied year-
round programme of dance of every kind – from
tango to hip hop, ballet to flamenco, Bollywood to 
cutting-edge contemporary dance - bringing the
best of international and British dance to audiences
at our three theatres in London. 

We also commission and produce original new
work for our stages and for touring to venues
around the world. Since 2005 we have helped to
bring 80 new dance works to the stage.

Our goal is to grow the public’s enjoyment, 
appreciation and understanding of dance by 
making dance relevant, meaningful and enriching.
At the same time we seek to develop dance by
supporting artists and the creation of exciting new
work.

Our main theatre is located on an historic site in
Rosebery Avenue in Islington. We also present
work in our studio theatre – the Lilian Baylis Studio
– and in our West End home, the Peacock 
Theatre.

Taking Sadler’s Wells productions on tour allows us
to reach new audiences, raise the international 
profile of artists and export the Sadler’s Wells brand
beyond London.

ARTISTS AND
ARTISTIC PROGRAMME

70% of annual budget spent directly 
on artistic programme

569 performances in London
12 new commissions

15 Associate Artists and 6 New Wave 
Associate Artists supported 

95 British and international artists 
commissioned

178 artists employed
42% of our audience saw a 

production that was commissioned or 
co-produced by Sadler's Wells

AUDIENCES
Total audience of almost

500,000
across our three London venues

Nearly 80,000 tickets sold at £15 or less

Almost 100,000 people saw 
Matthew Bourne's Sleeping Beauty

20,000 people engaged with 
our creative learning 

opportunities
Over 70% of our audience comes 

from communities across 
Greater London

AUDIENCES
ONLINE

75% of tickets sold 
through our website

Over 500,000 video 
views on our site 

750,000 video views 
on YouTube 

Twitter followers up by 41%
Facebook fans 

up by 46%

ON TOUR
140 performances

12 productions

51 cities

Total audiences 
of 130,000

We received 

£2.2 
million 

from 
Arts Council 

England  

We generated  

£23 
million

of private revenue   

We paid 

£2.1 
million
to  HMRC in 

National Insurance 
and VAT   

This means for every £1 of public subsidy we generated £10 revenue

*This means 
we receive 

£4.40 subsidy 
per ticket  

*

SADLER’S 
WELLS
2012/13 IN NUMBERS



SADLER’S
WELLS  
2012-2013
HIGHLIGHTS

PET SHOP BOYS 
& JAVIER 
DE FRUTOS
The Most 
Incredible Thing 
Sun 25 March - 
Sat 7 April  

NEW 
ADVENTURES
Matthew 
Bourne’s
Play Without 
Words
Thu 12 July - 
Sun 5 August

BALLET 
PRELJOCAJ
Snow White 
Thu 10 - Sat 12 May

Wah! Wah! 
Girls 
A British 
Bollywood 
Musical
Thu 24 May - 
Sat 23 June

TANZTHEATER 
WUPPERTAL 
PINA BAUSCH:
World Cities 
2012 
Wed 6 June - Mon 9 July

ZOONATION 
DANCE COMPANY
ZooNation 
10th Anniversary
Sun 2 December

CONNECT 
WITH
SADLER’S WELLS
Compass 
Mon 23 April

FAMILY
WEEKEND
Echoa &
Underneath 
the Floorboards 
Mon 9 & Tue 10 April

BREAKIN’ 
CONVENTION ‘12
International 
Festival of 
Hip Hop Dance 
Theatre 
Sat 5 - Mon 7 May

DANZA
CONTEMPORANEA
DE CUBA
Triple Bill
Tue 29 May - Fri 1 June

We 
appointed
a fifteenth
Associate
Artist –
Michael
Keegan-
Dolan

We launched two 
important initiatives to
support young artists:
New Wave Associates
and Wild Card and 
delivered the second
year of the Sadler’s
Wells Summer 
University

AKRAM KHAN 
COMPANY
DESH 
Tue 2 - Tue 9 October

We launched the National 
Youth Dance Company with 
30 dancers representing some
of the brightest young talent
from across the country

Pina Bausch’s World Cities 2012 
(part of the Cultural Olympiad)
was a month-long season of 
unprecedented scale which 
included the presentation of 
10 major works by Tanztheater 
Wuppertal Pina Bausch in 
collaboration with the Barbican.
The season was sold out and 
attracted widespread media 
attention. “In 20 years' time,
dancers may well find 
themselves explaining that the 
incredible Pina Bausch London
2012 season was what got them
started” THE GUARDIAN



ZOONATION 
DANCE COMPANY
Some Like It 
Hip Hop
Thu 20 September - 
Sat 13 October

SAN FRANCISCO
BALLET
Three 
Mixed Bills 
Fri 14 - 
Sun 23 September 

RUSSELL
MALIPHANT 
COMPANY
The Rodin 
Project 
Mon 29 - 
Wed 31 October

ROSAS
En Atendant /
Cesena 
Mon 5 - 
Fri 9 November

We presented a total of 569 
performances across our three 
theatres in London and achieved 
audience figures of almost 500,000 – 
an increase on last year. 96,000 people
came to see Matthew Bourne’s new
production of Sleeping Beauty making
this our best attended Christmas 
production in Sadler’s Wells’ history.

ROYAL BALLET
OF FLANDERS
Artifact 
Thu 19 - Sat 21 April

JASMIN 
VARDIMON
FREEDOM
Mon 12 & 
Tue 13 November

JONZI D
Lyrikal Fearta  
Thu 18 - Sat 20 & 
Thu 25 - Sat 27 October

TANZTHEATER 
WUPPERTAL 
PINA BAUSCH
Two Cigarettes in
the Dark/Vollmond 
Thu 14 - Mon 25 February

NEW 
ADVENTURES
Matthew 
Bourne’s 
Sleeping Beauty
Tue 4 December -
Sat 26 January

BATSHEVA 
ENSEMBLE
Deca Dance
Mon 19 - 
Wed 21 November

BALLETBOYZ®

the TALENT 2013
Fri 8 - Wed 13 March

FLAMENCO 
FESTIVAL 
LONDON 10th 
Anniversary
Fri 15 - Wed 27 March

IS 
DANCE

SADLER’S
WELLS  

42% of our total audience attended 
a performance that was 
commissioned, co-commissioned or 
produced by Sadler’s Wells 

We presented a total of 140 performances 
of 12 Sadler’s Wells productions across 51 
international cities to combined audiences 
of almost 130,000



SADLER’S 
WELLS
ON TOUR

In 2012/13 we toured the following Sadler’s Wells
productions to 51 international cities reaching a
combined audience of almost 130,000

The Rodin Project Russell Maliphant and Michael Hulls
Rian Michael Keegan-Dolan and Fabulous Beast Dance Theatre
Wah! Wah! Girls A British Bollywood Musical
Faun Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui
Breakin' Convention International Festival 
of Hip Hop Dance Theatre curated by Jonzi D

PUSH Sylvie Guillem and Russell Maliphant
Sutra Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui & Antony Gormley 
with monks from the Shaolin temple
TeZukA Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui
Havana Rakatan
Afterlight Russell Maliphant 
6000 miles away Sylvie Guillem

–



SUPPORTING 
ARTISTS
During 2012/13, we continued to provide 
support to our Associate Artists by providing
studio space, mentoring, administrative support
and tickets to performances. 

We commissioned 95 British and international
artists and employed 178 artists.

We supported our Associates and other artists
to create original new work including 
BalletBoyz, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Jonzi D, Liv
Lorent, Russell Maliphant, Gauri Sharma 
Tripathi, Jasmin Vardimon and Christopher
Wheeldon.

In 2012/13 we provided office space to 
BalletBoyz, Jonzi D and Breakin’ Convention,
New Adventures, Wayne  McGregor l Random
Dance and ZooNation Dance Company. Artists
regularly comment on the importance of having
a base at Sadler’s Wells and the proximity to
other artists and rehearsal studios.

RESEARCH
Over the past eight years the Jerwood 
Charitable Foundation has supported the 
Jerwood Studio at Sadler’s Wells, a pioneering
research programme. The programme enables
studio-based research to develop ideas for
new, cross-art collaborations. Artists using our
studios as part of the Jerwood Studio in
2012/13 included Fiona Shaw, Kim Brandstrup,
Phyllida Lloyd, Carrie Cracknell, Lucy Guerin,
Andrea Miller, Tal Rosner and Jon Bausor.

Recent projects that have or will progress from
studio to stage as a result of this programme 
include Liv Lorent’s Rapunzel adapted by Poet
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and Quarantine’s
Richard Gregory’s So You Think You Can’t
Dance. 



DEVELOPING
YOUNG 
ARTISTS
Summer University
We delivered the second year of our Summer
University - a four-year open programme 
studying the art and craft of choreography. 
Directed by respected choreographer Jonathan
Burrows, the programme supports 15 aspiring 
choreographers from a wide range of dance
styles. Aimed specifically at choreographers with
up to five years’ professional experience, the
programme provides a two-week intensive 
period each summer including lectures, 
discussions and workshops. With additional
input from guest artists and speakers the course
focuses on compositional and choreographic
processes, performance and philosophies. The
Summer University is supported by the Jerwood
Charitable Foundation.

Wild Card 
We launched Wild Card - a new Sadler’s Wells
initiative that gives promising young 
choreographers and producers an opportunity to
curate and showcase an evening of their or their
peers’ work. It aims to bring fresh ideas to the
stage by giving young creators a platform to
share the work they admire. Audiences were
strong overall and several Wild Card evenings
sold out. The initiative received financial support
from the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation, The
Garrick Charitable Trust and individual donors.

Wild Card curators in 2012/13 were Ivan Black-
stock, Dan Canham and the arts collective - 
BELLYFLOP. 

New Wave Associates
We established our New Wave Associates
programme of support for high-potential young
choreographers with core funding from Esmée

Fairbairn Foundation. We provided them with 
research & development time, rehearsal and
technical resources as well as commissioning
funds over a two year period. Some New Wave
Associates were commissioned to perform in the
Lilian Baylis Studio in 2012/13 with others 
scheduled to perform in 2013/14.

In its first year the New Wave Associates 
programme supported six artists from a range of
dance styles including hip hop, flamenco, 
conceptual contemporary and contemporary
ballet: 

WILKIE BRANSON 
DANIEL LINEHAN 
ROCÍO MOLINA 
HETAIN PATEL 
TAO DANCE THEATRE 
ALEXANDER WHITLEY 



OUR 
AUDIENCE
The breadth of our programming, from hip hop to
ballet and dance theatre to flamenco, attracts
large audiences from diverse backgrounds and
age groups with a wide range of interests.

In addition to the variety of programming, a key
strategy in reaching audiences and encouraging
a healthy return-rate is our multi-buy offer. This 
allows customers to make significant savings on
ticket prices when booking for two or more
shows, encouraging them to try something new
at minimal financial risk. 

Half a million people came to see
dance at Sadler’s Wells’ theatres
in 2012/13 and another 130,000
saw our productions at venues
around the world.
We achieved a 75% average 
audience capacity in our main 
house in 2012/13.
96,000 people came to see 
Matthew Bourne’s new 
production of Sleeping Beauty
making this our best attended

Christmas production in 
our history.
Approximately 70% of our 
audience came from 
communities across 
Greater London
We welcomed almost 70,000
first-time attendees over the year
20,000 people engaged with our 
creative learning programme
Sadler’s Wells’ e-list remains an
important communications tool
with over 210,000 
subscribers.
Our brochure, produced twice
each year to launch the 
upcoming season, remains an
important reference guide for our
audiences. The impact that the
brochure has on ticket sales is 
unusually high compared to 
standard industry trends.
We welcome online feedback
from our audience and in
2012/13 we received 336 
responses through our website.

DANCE FOR
EVERYONE
We offer discounts for the unwaged, students,
schools, pensioners and families as well as 150
£12 tickets for most main house shows. 

We also offer low-price tickets for events such as
Sadler’s Sampled, Breakin’ Convention and our
Lilian Baylis Studio performances. 

In 2012/13 we sold 213,000 discounted tickets
including 80,000 tickets at £15 or less 

During 2012/13 the Sadler’s Wells Local 
programme made almost 2,000 tickets available
at just £8 to identified local residents, charities,
children’s centres, youth, elders, community,
housing and voluntary groups, and organisations
in Islington and Camden. 

Sadler’s Wells offers very good access for people
with disabilities. Our Access for All scheme 
enables us to keep records of audience members
with access needs so we are able to ensure that
an individual’s specific requirements can be 
accommodated easily and efficiently.

We regularly offer signed performances as well as
signed post performance talks and pre-show 
Director’s Conversations. We also provide audio
description and captioning for selected 
performances. All of our interpretive and behind
the scenes videos that are available online are now
captioned.



ONLINE AND
DIGITAL
HIGHLIGHTS
75% of all our tickets are sold through our 

website – www.sadlerswells.com
The site received almost 12 million page views in
2012/13.

The use of video as a marketing tool continues to
be very successful. In 2012/13 we widened the
range of video we offer to include not just clips of
shows but interviews with artists and short 
introductions to different styles of dance. These
high-quality documentaries have attracted strong
audiences – up to 24,000 views. 

A film on our British Bollywood show, Wah! Wah!
Girls attracted 16,682 views while an
interview with Matthew Bourne discussing 
Sleeping Beauty was our most-watched video of
the year with 46,193 views. 

In total we attracted over half a million video views
on our website and 750,000 video views on
YouTube.

Our Facebook fans were 
up by 46% and Twitter 
followers increased by 41%
Sadler’s Wells manages and maintains 
Londondance.com – an online resource that
brings together information about all aspects of
dance in London including news, reviews, 
interviews, youth dance, as well as information
about dance classes, workshops and auditions. 

The site has over 2,000 visits a day and 
1.9 milllion page views a year. It has 22,600 
subscribers of which 7,100 express an interest in
youth dance. The youth dance section of the site
received approximately 128,000 page views over
the past year.

Sadler’s Wells was selected to work with 
TheSpace.org to create dance content for an 
online audience during the months leading up to
the London Olympics. This included a live stream
of Breakin’ Convention, Bollywood dance film 
inspired by Wah! Wah! Girls and a filmed 
adaptation of Russell Maliphant’s The Rodin 
Project.

Russell Maliphant presented insights and clips
from The Rodin Project at New York’s 
Guggenheim Museum. The event was 
live-streamed, attracting over 11,000 views.



BREAKIN’ 
CONVENTION
Breakin' Convention is an immersive three-day 
festival that takes over all the physical spaces of
Sadler’s Wells each year. As well as presenting
some of the best international hip hop work, it is
also a platform for local young talent to audition and
perform. Along with the main performances, graffiti
exhibitions and DJ demos, there are many ways in
which the audiences can participate, including
freestyling in the foyers and workshops with 
international artists. The ongoing success of
Breakin’ Convention has been driven by this unique
proposition whereby the whole venue is taken over
by hip hop culture.

In 2012/13 we produced and presented our 9th 
annual festival of hip hop dance theatre Breakin’
Convention, curated by Jonzi D. The festival 
featured top artists from Britain and around the
world and was once again sold out. 

Street dance has exploded into the mainstream 
fuelled by the emergence of television 
competitions such as ‘Britain’s Got Talent’. Dance
companies like Flawless, ZooNation and Boy Blue,
for whom Breakin’ Convention was their first 
public platform, are now producing their own full
length dance works.

Despite all this, Breakin' Convention is still the only
event of its kind in the world. Jonzi D and Sadler’s
Wells’ vision remains to continue to develop, 
support and promote hip hop dance theatre, both
in the UK and abroad.

Professional development 
Breakin' Convention also provides a professional 
development programme delivered by experienced
artists and drawing on the four elements of hip hop
culture - dance, DJ-ing, MC-ing and graffiti. 

Future Elements matches young people from
across London with little or no experience in the arts
with professional artists to learn the skills of 
creating a music video.

Jonzi D’s Open Art Surgery provides hip hop
artists with an intensive series of workshops 
on hip hop theatre making led by a 
professional choreographer or dramaturge leading
to the development of new work and culminating in
a public showing and audience feedback session. 

Back to the Lab provides a bespoke two-week
choreographic residency for UK-based emerging
hip hop choreographers. Led by Jonzi D and a
guest mentor the programme allows artists to 
develop their working practice culminating in a 
public performance and audience critique.



CREATIVE
LEARNING,
COMMUNITY &
PARTICIPATION
Sadler’s Wells is committed to seeking imaginative
ways to engage the widest public with a 
programme of challenging learning opportunities,
incorporating the highest artistic standards 
supported by Sadler’s Wells’ world class resources.

Our commitment to presenting participation work
on the theatres’ main stages as part of the artistic
programme places work by non-professionals 
centre stage, raising aspirations and performance
standards across the sector. In 2012 our Creative
Learning department produced Compass, an 
ambitious work for the main stage inspired by 
London’s diversity in its Olympic year. It brought 

together a team of professional artists with a cast
of over 100 non-professional performers, 
encompassing all ages and experience levels. 

Our renowned interpretation work enhances 
audience members’ experience of engaging with
Sadler’s Wells. Activities such as pre and 
post-show talks, insight and study events, 
workshops and lecture-demonstrations enable
greater levels of understanding and enjoyment.  

Attendance figures for our educational 
programme in 2012/13 totalled almost 20,000. Our
free post-show classes offer a fun, informal way for
audiences to engage with dance on a personal
level. 

Company of Elders & Arts Club
The over 60s programme continues to flourish
through the weekly Arts Club, weekly outreach
dance classes in two venues and the renowned
Company of Elders, Sadler’s Wells’ resident 
over 60s performance company, proving since
1989 that it's never too late to start dancing. 

Recent performances include performing on the
Sadler’s Wells main stage, the prestigious Venice
Biennale Dance Festival and a tour to the 
Netherlands (Rotterdam and Breda) and St Polten,
Austria.

National Youth Dance Company
Sadler’s Wells was selected in 2012 to host the 
National Youth Dance Company (NYDC), a new 
initiative funded jointly by Arts Council England and
the Department for Education from the National
Lottery and Grant in Aid funds.  The company aims
to create and perform innovative and influential
youth dance, bringing together some of the 
brightest young talent from across the country. 

NYDC will make a unique contribution to the 
education and preparation of young dancers which
will ultimately have an impact across the dance
sector, including professional practice.

During its first year 30 dancers were selected to
join the company from over 175 young people
aged 15-24 who attended 11 NYDC Experience

workshops around the country between 
November 2012 and February 2013. 

Big Dance Highlights of our Big Dance 2012 
programme during 2012 included pop-up 
performances at Granary Square in Kings Cross,
Prologue, a New Adventures commission for 50
non-professionals, and Underwater Wonder, 
an interactive dance performance for under 4s
which toured public libraries.  

As an Associate Bridge, Sadler’s Wells is one of
five organisations in London with leadership 
responsibility for connecting children, schools and
families with arts and culture, promoting practical
ways that schools and the youth sector can access
cultural opportunities.  Key activities in 2012/13 
included supporting reciprocal partnerships 
between schools and cultural organisations and
driving participation in Artsmark and Arts Award.



OUR
SUPPORTERS
2012/13 was a successful year for fundraising for
Sadler’s Wells thanks to the commitment and 
generosity of our major donors and patrons as well
as valuable support from charitable trusts and 
corporate supporters. 

We exceeded our £1,295,000 target to raise
£1,636,000 in unrestricted funds. 

Income raised through fundraising accounted for
7% of total revenue generated in the year.

Approximately 60% of the funds raised came from
individual giving with about 30% from charitable
trusts and 10% from corporate sponsorship and
embassy support. Online donations as part of
ticket transactions helped us raise an additional
£75,000 in 2012/13. And we received a legacy
from one of our long-standing patrons.

Support was secured for key areas of our work
including the commissioning of new work, our 
support for young talent and emerging artists, our
creative learning and community projects and our
New Ballet programme.

We were also awarded a Catalyst Arts grant by Arts
Council England for capacity building and match
funding. The grant gave us a platform to attract 
significant, multi-year support from private sources
for Sadler’s Sampled in June 2013. It also provided
funds to improve the way we communicate our
case for support including a review and redesign
of our fundraising materials.



FINANCIAL REVIEW
90% of Sadler's Wells' turnover 
is self-generated. 
There was an unrestricted operating surplus of approximately £700,000 before transfers. Transfers were
made to designated reserves to support projects in 2013/14 and onwards, for which funds were received
in 2012/13.  A net of approximately £150,000 remained for transfer to the general reserve. This general
reserve is maintained to protect and sustain the charity in future years.

There was a restricted operating surplus of approximately £270,000.  This reflects the receipt of funding
in 2012/13 which must be carried forward against the future work for which it was received.
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COMMERCIAL
ACTIVITY
Income from commercial activity was higher than in
any previous year. Maximising commercial 
income to support our artistic programme is an 
important part of our business model and we work
hard to generate income whilst also providing the
best customer experience possible. 

Sadler’s Wells operates an in-house catering 
facility. This enables the theatre to offer a service that
is both responsive to customer needs, as well as
ensuring the maximum financial benefit to 
support the artistic programme. 

Catering and 
commercial event
hire contributed £1.2
million in net annual
income – more than
in any previous year

We continue to improve the quality of our catering
and increase the service standards, particularly at
the bars.

STAYING 
GREEN
Sadler’s Wells is committed to operating as 
sustainably as we can. In 2012/13 we recycled 80%
of our waste. Before the introduction of our “binless”
policy in 2010/11, just 20% of our waste could be
recycled. Over the past two years we have achieved
a 40% reduction in the use of mains water. 

Our capital programme has a target to reduce 
energy consumption by at least 12% over the next
2 years.

In 2012/13 we recycled 349 bags of paper and 22
bags of confidential waste - enough to save 11 ma-
ture trees from being cut down and keep 349 100w
light bulbs running for 242 hours.

We sent 41 collections of printer cartridges to 
recycling helping our suppliers raise £5,000 for 
charity.
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SWT Expenditure 2012/13
Statutory Accounts
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Photographs throughout by: Hugo Glendinning, Ben Dowden, Marius Raczynski, Tony Nandi, Sheila Burnett, Detlef Erler, Manuel Harlan, 
Richard Haughton, Jean-Claude Carbonne, Ben Harries, Gagi Dagon, Johan Persson, Javier Suárez, Erik Tomasson, Ed Miller, 
Panayiotis Sinnos, Panayiotis Sinnos, Laurent Phillipe, Anne Van Aarschot, Antonio Olmos, Javier Suárez, Bernd Uhlig, Guido Ohlenbostel, 
Andy Taylor, Paul Hampartsoumain, Johan Persson, Jean Van Lingen, Alexander Whitley, Hannah Litherland, Kingsley Jayasekera, 
Detlef Erler, Paul Hampartsoumian, Manuel Harlen, Javier Suárez, Steve Tanner



Sadler’s Wells & Lilian Baylis Studio, Rosebery Avenue, London EC1R 4TN 
Ticket Office: 0844 871 0090      Angel 

Peacock Theatre, Portugal Street, London WC2A 2HT 
Ticket Office: 0844 871 0091      Holborn 

www.sadlerswells.com
Sadler’s Wells Trust Ltd is a registered charity 279884

Sadler’s Wells Associate Artists
BalletBoyz®

Matthew Bourne
Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui

Jonzi D
Sylvie Guillem
Michael Hulls

Michael Keegan-Dolan 
Akram Khan

Russell Maliphant
Wayne McGregor

Crystal Pite
Kate Prince

Nitin Sawhney
Hofesh Shechter
Jasmin Vardimon

Christopher Wheeldon

Resident Companies
Wayne McGregor I Random Dance

New Adventures
ZooNation Dance Company 


