
What Legislators Can Do
In addition to passing legislation, lawmakers will need to push back on copycat efforts often and in a variety of forms including getting their viewpoint across via the press, lobbying Members of Congress and organizing community events with local advocacy groups.  For more information, please contact Dawn Mabery at dmabery@immigrationforum.org.

Suggestions
1. Step up early and often to explain the impact of bills like SB 1070 
1. Place op-eds and letters to the editor in local newspapers, meet with editorials boards, call into radio shows and blog all while talking from the same set of talking points.  (note that samples are below)
1. Take proactive action to stop copycat legislation by proposing pro-immigrant legislation.
1. If a copycat measure is being considered in your legislative body, call for an analysis of funds needed to implement the law (including attorney fees defending it and the diversion of resources).  
1. Pass a resolution asking the federal government not to divert resources from cracking down on criminal enterprises and fugitives in order to check the legal status of American residents or detain peaceful migrants.
1. Ask associations of elected officials to pass resolutions, issue statements, and conduct discussion panels and press briefings on immigration reform. (note that samples are below)

How Legislators Have Led The Way

Propose/Adopt Pro-Immigrant Legislation
· State and local legislatures have passed over 50 measures opposing the Arizona bill.
· State Sen. Joe Bolkcom of Iowa is trying to leverage state wage enforcement legislation to address the rampant exploitation of all Iowa workers by unscrupulous employers. According to Sen. Bolkcom, the current wage protection laws in Iowa are weak.
· State Sen. Luz Robles of Utah has prioritized quality, accessible and affordable health care for all children in Utah. After President Obama signed the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act (SCHIP) back in 2009, Sen. Robles continued those efforts by introducing health amendments to benefit legal immigrant children.
· State Sen. Daylin Leach of Pennsylvania has introduced an advanced community policing bill which essentially bars local law enforcement from enforcing federal immigration laws.
· City Councilman Chokwe Lumumba is leading an effort to pass an Anti-Racial Profiling Ordinance in Jackson, MS.

Blog\Op-Ed
· Arizona State Rep. Kyrsten Sinema placed an op-ed in The Hill, a congressional newspaper.
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/homeland-security/108419-congress-needs-to-step-in-on-immigration-reform-

Panel Discussions
· Utah Governor, Gary R. Herbert hosted a bipartisan roundtable discussion on immigration reform to guide discussions and action on immigration in the State.
· The Center for American Progress hosted a panel discussion entitled  When Federal Government Failure Leads to Local Upheaval with Mayor Phil Gordon, Phoenix, Arizona, Mayor John DeStefano, New Haven, Connecticut and Walter Tejada, Arlington County board member to discuss the Arizona law.   
· Arizona State Representatives Kyrsten Sinema and John Kavanagh and Pinal County Sheriff Paul Babeu participated on a bipartisan panel with advocacy leaders in a spirited debate about the constitutionality of Arizona's new immigration law at Georgetown University Law Center in DC.
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Lobby Congress and the White House
· Border community and national policy experts, including Mayor John David Franz of Hidalgo, TX and Councilwoman Karin Uhlich of Tucson City, AZ, spent a day in Washington, DC to offer analysis regarding border security perceptions and realities, current enforcement measures and resources, and impediments to effective border security.  They met with White House staff, briefed Senate staffers and held a press conference to highlight the need for border enforcement that builds in accountability, oversight, cost-effectiveness, and which prioritizes quality over quantity and made policy recommendations for effective border security.  They also highlighted the way in which evidence-based policymaking can support civil rights, environmental responsibility, community-oriented policing and effective law enforcement at the border.
 
Press Conferences
· About 20 members of the Tri-County Association of Latino Elected Officials gathered on the steps of the Monterey County government building on Alisal Street in Salinas to condemn the sweeping law that targets illegal immigration and called on the agriculture industry to boycott Arizona.
· Following President Obama’s speech on immigration reform, leaders who attended the speech and represent a broad array of communities gathered for a press availability to share their reactions to the President’s speech and to discuss the need for action on immigration reform.  Speakers included Mayor Michael Bloomberg of New York City and Mayor Michael Nutter of Philadelphia, Co-Chairs of the Partnership for a New American Economy; Reverend Al Sharpton, President, National Action Network; Dr. Richard Land,  President, Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, Southern Baptist Conference; Leith Anderson, President, National Association of Evangelicals;  Janet Murguia, President and CEO, National Council of La Raza (NCLR); and Chief Chris Burbank, of the Salt Lake City, UT Police Department.

Press Telephonic
· The Florida Immigrant Coalition coordinated a bipartisan press call to condemn attempts to pass Arizona-type anti-Immigrant legislation.  Speakers included State Rep. Juan Carlos Zapata, (R), chair of the Florida Hispanic Legislative Caucus; State Rep. Esteban Bovo Jr., (R); State Senator Gary Siplin, (D), chair of the Florida Conference of Black State Legislators and State Senator Tony Hill, (D), the minority House whip.
· In Michigan, Macomb County Commissioner Irene Kepler, joined local and national advocates on a press conference call to call on DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano and Immigration and Customs Enforcement chief John Morton to prevent the deportation of MI resident Ivan Nikolov who has been held in a detention center since May and is facing imminent deportation to Russia.  Commissioner Kepler explained how Ivan’s story shows the need for congressional action on the DREAM Act this year. 
· In Utah, a bipartisan coalition of the Republican Attorney General, the Bishop of Salt Lake City, a Democratic State Senator from Salt Lake City, and other prominent Utah and national leaders gathered on a national telephonic press conference to denounce the immigrant blacklist that contains the names and personal information of 1,300 alleged illegal immigrants.  The Governor’s and Attorney General’s offices immediately began an aggressive investigation into the serious breaches of privacy. 

Press Statements
· Many state and local elected officials backed President Obama’s recent efforts to lead on immigration by issuing statements of support for his speech on immigration and the announcement of the DOJ law suit against the Arizona law.  Click the links to see their statements.  
· At least fifteen Governors have voiced opposition to the law.  
· Mayors and city leaders in San Francisco, Boulder, Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Columbus issued travel bans.  
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Events
· Arizona State Rep. Kyrsten Sinema is on a campaign to educate local police about the economic and legal realities of enforcing SB1070. While some claim that the Arizona law will help crack down on border violence, Rep. Sinema wants others to realize that SB1070 does nothing to address violent crimes but instead impedes local law enforcement’s ability to keep communities safe.
· Elected officials in Arizona and Illinois hosted House Parties on CIR.
· New York local and congressional leaders called for Immigration Reform at a Thanksgiving event honoring immigrants
· Elected leaders are participating in civil disobedience in opposition to the Arizona law and calling for an end to family separation.  Councilmember Larry Gossett was among the hundreds of immigration reform advocates who occupied a building in downtown Seattle, WA this month, chanting and singing for almost an hour.  
· In Chicago, legislators such as Alderman George Cardenas and Alderman Ricardo Munoz joined labor, business, faith and community leaders and risked arrest to draw attention to the economic benefit for the nation if comprehensive immigration reform is approved and to stress that Arizona enforcement only policies that lead to racial profiling should be repealed before their implementation in August.   
· In New York, Councilmember Ydanis Rodriguez and Councilmember Jumaane D. Williams were among a group of local clergy, labor and community leaders who were arrested in front of 26 Federal Plaza in lower Manhattan in an act of civil disobedience intended to escalate pressure on the Obama administration and Congress to enact comprehensive immigration reform in 2010.

Associations for Elected Officials
· NALEO called for targeted economic sanctions against the Arizona in light of the anti-immigrant SB 1070 law.
· Led by Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and Phoenix Mayor Phil Gordon, the U.S. Conference of Mayors approved two resolutions urging the federal government to quickly pass comprehensive immigration reform and to voice their opposition to Arizona’s harsh immigration enforcement law. In addition to the resolution calling for immediate federal action, the Conference approved language expressing concern that this law may lead to “civil rights violations” and “similar actions in other states”. 
· Led by NLC President Ronald O. Loveridge, mayor of Riverside, CA, the National League of Cities’ Board of Directors voiced its opposition to Arizona’s immigration law and renewed its call for Congress and the Administration to act immediately to enact comprehensive immigration reform. 

Documenting Immigrant Stories
· The Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials is participating with a project to document immigrant stories with StoryCorps Historias Initiative.  The stories of Latinos and immigrants across the nation will raise awareness about the need for comprehensive immigration reform at a national level. 

Cities & Counties Sign Amicus Brief Opposing Arizona SB 1070
Santa Clara County lead a coordinated effort by cities and counties to file an amicus curiae brief urging a federal district court to block the Arizona anti-immigrant law. The brief was filed in Friendly House et al. v. Whiting et al.  Other local governments that signed the brief are the counties of Monterey and Los Angeles and the cities of Baltimore, Berkeley, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, New Haven, Palo Alto, Portland (OR), Saint Paul, San Francisco, San Jose, and Seattle.
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