Virginia State Capitol

Richmond, Virginia

June 11, 2010
Senators Jim Webb and Mark Warner

Congressmen Frank Wolf, Rick Boucher, Jim Moran, Bob Goodlatte, Bobby Scott, 

Eric Cantor, Randy Forbes, Rob Wittman, Gerry Connolly, Glenn Nye, & Tom Perriello

United States Capitol

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Virginia Congressional Leaders
Illegal immigration continues as a growing concern among many in the Commonwealth of Virginia.   This concern is not limited to the more populated areas, but is found in all parts of the State.   

When addressing the issue, most simply say: “Something must be done.” We agree, but also believe that illegal immigration must be taken up at the Federal level rather than by individual states.  

Arizona’s recently passed immigration law highlights the need for the federal government to act swiftly and to lead with legislation to address this crisis. If Washington continues to fail to address the urgent issue of immigration reform it will lead states to follow Arizona’s example and attempt to solve the problem on their own. Rather than a clear solution, we will end up with piecemeal immigration laws that differ vastly from state to state. We in the Commonwealth of Virginia request Federal action sooner rather than later.

 

To that end, we the undersigned members of the Virginia General Assembly urgently ask for your immediate attention to this matter.  
We look forward to working with you and remain available for any assistance deemed appropriate. Thank you for your consideration.




Sincerely,

Senators Charles J. Colgan, R. Creigh Deeds, John S. Edwards, Emmett W. Hanger, Mamie E. Locke, John Miller, Ralph S. Northam, Phillip P. Puckett, Frank M Ruff, Walter A. Stosch, Patsy S. Ticer, and John C. Watkins

Delegates Mamye E. BaCote, Adam P. Ebbin, Charniele Herring, Mark Keam, Kaye Kory, Harvey B. Morgan, Charles Poindexter, Jennifer L. McClellan, Mark D. Sickles, Jim Shuler,  Scott A. Surovell,  David Toscano, Jeion A. Ward, and Vivian E. Watts,  
