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Template Resolution Opposing Arizona SB 1070
This sample resolution is intended to serve as a starting point to help you craft a resolution for your local legislative body. Please feel free to make changes that reflect the social, political, and economic conditions in your state, city or local community.  Feel free to contact Dawn Mabery at dmabery@immigrationforum.org for more information. 
[Name of Governing Body]
Resolution Number _______

Urging the Enactment of Federal Comprehensive Immigration Reform 

That Preempts State Immigration Law

Where As, the states, cities and towns of America are a melting pot of cultures and nationalities; 

Where As, for those seeking refuge, advancement or progress, the U.S. has been a source of hope; 

Where As, but today that is less of a reality for the 12 million undocumented immigrants currently living here; 

Where As, [Add how immigrants positively affect your local jurisdiction] 

Where As, today’s immigration system is broken; 

Where As, the lack of action from Washington on immigration reform has allowed the Arizona harsh and extreme law (Senate Bill 1070) to become reality and the consideration of similar measures in other states;

Where As, Arizona Senate Bill 1070 law enshrines racial profiling, prevents local law enforcement from doing their jobs effectively, and will be prohibitively expensive to implement;

Where As, these problems are in addition to the serious constitutional and legal questions surrounding the new law, guaranteeing that costly legal action is an inevitable outcome on enacting such a proposal;

Where As, a federal judge found that the most controversial parts of Arizona Senate Bill 1070 would cause irreparable harm and has blocked them from taking effect until the legal issues are decided;

Where As, the State/City/County Police Department practices community policing, which focused on establishing strong relationships of trust and communication between police officers and the community, and is critical to the reduction of crime and to the safety of all residents of our city;

Where As, although the impact of the broken system is felt at the state and local level every day, immigration is a federal issue; 

Where As, patchwork measures by states, individually or in aggregate, do not represent a practical solution to the nation’s immigration challenges; 

Where As, immigration is a national problem, and needs a bipartisan national comprehensive solution;

(continued on next page)

Where As, [IF APPLICABLE] some Members in the [Governing Body] have indicated their intent to introduce legislation similar to Arizona Senate Bill 1070; 

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved By The ______ [Governing Body], That this body urge the Governor/Mayor and [STATE/CITY/COUNTY Governing Body] to refrain from passing a law similar to Arizona Senate Bill 1070 or any other law that targets individuals on the basis of race, ethnicity or national origin and endangers the protection of constitutional rights.

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved By The ______ [Governing Body], That this body urge the Governor/Mayor and [STATE/CITY/COUNTY Governing Body] to advance immigrant-friendly legislation.
Now, Therefore Be It Further Resolved By The [Governing Body] urge President Obama and Congress to enact bipartisan comprehensive immigrations reform that; 
· Preempts state immigration law

· Provides local governments with financial and technical assistance in providing social services, health care, education, language services and civic integration

· Polices the border effectively and accountably, and doing so in consultation with border communities

· Cracks down on law breaking employers with a workable verification system and aggressive enforcement of labor standards

· Requires/provides a path to legal status and earned citizenship for undocumented immigrants currently living in our communities.  It’s reasonable to require applicants to go through background checks, study English, pay taxes, maintain a good record, and get into the citizenship line

· Reduces the devastating separation that spouses, children, parents, and siblings must endure for years, even decades, as they wait to immigrate legally

· Reforms how we admit needed workers in the future

· Ensures that the new system restores and strengthens checks and balances, fair proceedings, efficient and affordable processing, and government accountability

