Massachusetts rejects Arizona-style copycat legislation, resolutions opposed to Arizona grow in numbers
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While media attention has focused on the 20 or so states where anti-immigrant legislators have said they plan to introduce bills similar to SB1070 in Arizona, there is a growing story nation-wide about the avalanche of opposition against the Arizona law reflected through dozens of resolutions passed at the municipal and state level. State, city and county elected officials from coast to coast have proposed or adopted at minimum 60 measures in opposition to the Arizona law that call for a boycott of Arizona, prohibit travel to the state and call on Congress and President Obama to enact comprehensive immigration reform. At least half of these measures have passed. Just last week, the city council of Chula Vista, CA voted to condemn the Arizona law, and the board of the Milwaukee public school system voted to both condemn the law and boycott the state of Arizona.

“As MPS parents and children held signs reading, “Wisconsin is Not Arizona” the Milwaukee Public School Board, representing 82,500 students, the largest and most ethnically diverse public school system in Wisconsin, voted 5-2 with one abstention to condemn Arizona’s racial profiling legislation, SB1070, and HB2281 which bans ethnic studies. The Board also voted to support a national boycott of Arizona until these laws are repealed.”

These resolutions passed even as the Massachusetts state legislature stripped Arizona-style amendments from a budget bill in conference committee. Angry that such measures even made it into the Senate budget proposal in the first place, thousands of Massachusetts residents poured calls and e-mails into key bill negotiators to remove the onerous provisions. These included a measure that would have created an anonymous 24 hour hotline to report suspected undocumented workers their employers, burdensome employment verification provisions, and new proof of residency requirements that could have harmed American citizens. Advocates were pleased that these provisions were stripped from the bill, but were disappointed that the legislature did eliminate health care access for some immigrants in order to shrink the state budget.

The New York state legislature passed a resolution denouncing the Arizona law. The Los Angeles city council and county board passed resolutions in support of a boycott of Arizona. The council resolutions considers up to $56 million in Arizona-related investments the city could boycott. Chicago, IL and Philadelphia, PA city councils also adopted resolutions to boycott Arizona. The Navajo Nation Council, the country’s largest American Indian reservation, passed a resolution condemning the Arizona law. 

The US. Conference of Mayors adopted two resolutions and mayors in San Francisco, Boulder, Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Columbus issued travel bans.

The number of efforts in opposition to the Arizona law dwarfs the 22 states that are reported to have proposed or considering copycat bills. Several of the copycats are predicted to be unlikely to pass even by their authors and anti-immigrant groups.

For example, Representative Kim Meltzer, a first term Republican in Michigan who is running for a state senate seat, introduced a bill similar to Arizona SB 1070. It was reported that she is aware that the chances of her bill passing are unlikely and that other immigration legislation she proposed has not made it out of committee. Also, In North Carolina, anti-immigrant groups concede that copycat legislation has a very low chance of passing in their state. 

Furthermore, of the four state copycats that were introduced this session, three failed to be heard in committee before the sessions adjourned for the year. 

State legislators are not only just combating copycats and anti-immigrant legislation, they are also advancing pro-immigrant legislation at the state level while urging Congressional leaders to quickly address immigration reform nationally. Iowa will consider wage legislation intended to address the exploitation of immigrant workers. Utah will consider healthcare legislation for legal immigrant children and Pennsylvania will consider a community policing and anti racial profiling bill. A bipartisan group of Virginia state senators and delegates sent Senator Warner a joint letter urging federal action on immigration reform.

The lack of action from Washington on immigration reform has allowed Arizona’s new law to become reality. Patchwork measures by states cannot begin to address the nation’s immigration system. Only a federal solution will succeed in its true overhaul. Many local law makers recognize this and continue in growing numbers to condemn the Arizona law.

