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As the nation’s Governors gather in Boston, MA for a meeting of the National Governors Association, this background memo summarizes and quotes Governors on the statements and positions they have taken on comprehensive immigration reform and the controversial Arizona immigration law (SB 1070).  For more information, please contact Martine Apodaca (202-383-5989) or Dawn Mabery (dmabery@immigrationforum.org).

Arkansas Former Governor Mike Huckabee

“The new law is going to open the state of Arizona up to a “plethora of lawsuits” that will prove “very, very costly”

“Hispanic Americans have the right to be unhappy about the fact that they might be pulled over.  If I were being pulled over because I looked a certain way, I would be highly offended,” stated Huckabee.  Fox News, 4/23/10

http://thinkprogress.org/2010/04/23/huckabee-immigration-arizona/

California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger

“I was also going to give a graduation speech in Arizona this weekend, but with my accent, I was afraid they would try to deport me.”  Huffington Post, 5/11/10
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/05/11/arnold-schwarzenegger-jok_n_571443.html
Colorado Governor Bill Ritter

"I absolutely would veto Arizona's immigration bill were it to come to my desk," Mr. Ritter said Friday. He called the law "unconstitutional." WSJ, 4/30/10

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703871904575216852938556716.html

Delaware Governor Jack Markell

Gov. Jack Markell has said he would not approve any legislation similar to Arizona's law.

"If the Legislature introduces something the governor has to consider it, but at this point we have a very limited amount of time to get an incredible number of things done," said Brian Selander, Markell's spokesman. "If Oklahoma and Arizona are the starting points for this legislation, then this debate won't go far. Both of those laws seem far more divisive than helpful." The New Journal, 6/4/10

http://www.delawareonline.com/article/20100604/NEWS02/6040344/Delaware-lawmakers-studying-immigration-reform

Florida Former Governor Jeb Bush

The law is not “the proper approach.” 

“I think it creates unintended consequences. It's difficult for me to imagine how you're going to enforce this law. It places a significant burden on local law enforcement and you have civil liberties issues that are significant as well.” Politico, 4/27/10
http://politifi.com/news/Bush-Comes-Out-Against-Arizona-Law-804187.html
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn

Gov. Pat Quinn is blasting a tough new Arizona immigraton law. 

The Chicago Democrat says the law wrongly singles out American citizens because of their Hispanic surname or the way that they look. Quinn called that "un-American." Associated Press

http://www.ksdk.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=201136
Quinn also said he'd be willing to look into a legislator's call for the Sox to stop holding spring training in Arizona. The state has some leverage over the Sox because it owns the stadium where the Sox play. Fox 5/12/10

http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/politics/20100505-brady-immigration

Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick

“As long as I have anything to say about it we're not going to have an Arizona-style law her.” Fox25, 7/7/10

http://www.myfoxboston.com/dpp/news/politics/local_politics/immgration-dustup-arizona-governor-coming-to-boston-20100707

Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm

Granholm, disagrees with the Arizona law, her press secretary Liz Boyd said. AP 7/14/10

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iM64g1WoyaQXICjRqMVBjab_RavAD9GV6AGG0
New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson

Governor Bill Richardson called the new law "a terrible piece of legislation."

"It's against the democratic ideals of this country," he told CNN's "Situation Room." "It's a step backwards. It's impractical." CNN, 4/24/10

http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/04/23/obama.immigration/index.html

Ohio – Governor Ted Strickland 
Gov. Ted Strickland said that if something mirroring Arizona's new immigration law were to make its way to his desk, he would veto it.

"I think we're fully capable of making decisions for ourselves, and I think Ohio is not experiencing the kind of difficulties that Arizona seems to be experiencing," Strickland said. "I do not think it would be wise for Ohio to have such legislation." The Columbus Dispatch, 4/29/10

http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/04/29/copy/strickland-opposes-immigration-law.html?sid=101

Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry

Governor Henry won't back any immediate addition to the state's immigration laws, a spokesman said Friday, and he doesn't support the law that Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer signed last week.

"The governor believes immigration is primarily a federal issue," said Paul Sund, a spokesman for Mr. Henry. Wall Street Journal 4/30/10

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703871904575216852938556716.html
Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell

Mr. Rendell said he hadn't read the Metcalfe bill, "but if it's the same as the Arizona law, I would veto it." Post Gazette, 5/5/10

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10125/1055562-454.stm

Texas Governor Rick Perry

Governor Rick Perry said such a law "would not be the right direction for Texas" and would distract law enforcement from fighting other crimes.  

“I have concerns with portions of the law passed in Arizona and believe it would not be the right direction for Texas.” Associated Press, 4/29/10

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2010/04/29/texas-governor-arizona-immigration-law-right-texas/

Utah Governor Gary Herbert
Gov. Gary Herbert said he has concerns about the constitutionality of a controversial Arizona immigration law that has support among some powerful Utah lawmakers.

"Clearly, you cannot just, on a hunch, question people. That would be a violation of the 14th Amendment. You certainly can't use national origin, ethnicity, the color of your skin as a criteria for a hunch," Herbert told reporters after the taping of his monthly news conference on KUED. "I think there's a threshold here that needs to be discussed and debated so we don't find us being accused of racial profiling." Desert News, 5/29/10

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700035593/Gov-Gary-Herbert-voices-concern-over-Arizona-immigration-law.html

Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell

“I'm concerned about the whole idea of carrying papers and always having to be able to prove your citizenship. That brings up some shades of some other regimes that weren't necessarily helpful to democracy.”  WTOP, 4/25/10
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/virginiapolitics/2010/04/mcdonnell_concerned_about_ariz.html
