Judge Ruling: Another Blow to Arizona SB 1070 and its Copycats

By: Dawn Mabery

Today, Federal Judge Susan Bolton prohibited the most controversial portions of Arizona's SB1070, a harsh anti-immigrant law, from taking effect agreeing with Department of Justice attorneys who argued that the law represented "an unprecedented package of enforcement measures … in explicit disagreement with the federal government." 

This adds yet another blow to the developing long list of failed efforts by states to copycat Arizona’s law.  Following are a number of those failed endeavors.

· A copycat petition initiative in Nevada was halted due to a several lawsuits

· In Arkansas, efforts to gather the requisite number of signatures to put their measure on the November 2, 2010 general election ballot failed.  The constitutional amendment proposed to prevent persons unlawfully present in the United States from receiving certain public benefits. 

· The Massachusetts state legislature stripped Arizona-style amendments from a budget bill in conference committee. These included a measure that would have created an anonymous 24 hour hotline to report suspected undocumented workers their employers, burdensome employment verification provisions, and new proof of residency requirements that could have harmed American citizens.
· A copycat bill in the Rhode Island state legislature failed to get a committee hearing.  

· In Kansas, a copycat amendment to the budget bill succumbed to a procedural challenge and was ruled out of order.

· Furthermore, several copycats are predicted to be unlikely to pass even by their authors and anti-immigrant groups.  For example, in Michigan, it was reported that the author of a copycat is aware that the chances of her bill passing are unlikely and that other immigration legislation she proposed has not made it out of committee. 

· Also, In North Carolina, anti-immigrant groups concede that copycat legislation has a very low chance of passing in their state. 

Today’s ruling sends a strong message to other states trying to initiate copycat efforts.  The Arizona law clearly over-reached and such measures must not be tolerated.  As an alternative, many state and local legislators have adopted about 48 resolutions opposing SB 1070 and supporting immigration reform.  In Pennsylvania, Michigan and New Mexico, lawmakers are also advancing immigrant friendly legislation in the areas of community policing, wage enforcement and immigrant integration.  Expect many more to follow suit given today’s ruling.     
